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President rejects Iran's seven-day offer to reopen
the Strait and reschedules the bombing for after
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Fetterman's Republican convention 13 2 45
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The triumphal arch with snipers 11 4 25
in the ledger, off the front
The Greenland deal that isn't 10 7 20

ownership
in the ledger, off the front

Outlets are distinct sources across the house's receipts; versions
are how many times the house wrote it. The desks divide the list;
a story the house runs straight is counted and not joked.
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Best People

TACO TUESDAY

Fifty percent tariffs on Canada.
Paused with two hours to spare —

PHOTO: IN DEFIANT UN SPEECH, IRANIAN PRESIDENT SAYS US AND ISRAEL ARE THE REAL TERRORISTS (PHOTO VIA COMMON DREAMS)

BY LOU

_ tary action was the wrong decision. The U.N. fact-find-
One More Question

) . ing mission on Iran reported "reasonable grounds" to
I wrote down everything that came across the wire

believe the United States committed war crimes in

on Thursday the seventeenth. Just that one day. In or- “we have a deal.” The deal lasted

two airstrikes; the Times wrote that the mistakes be-
hind the deaths of more than a hundred children
"went beyond negligence." U.S. officials told CBS that

der, the way it reached me, and then I'll stop.

three days.

The full arc, timestamped: the eleventh-hour pause, pending
paperwork; the collapse and the midnight tariffs; and the
neighbors reply — “You're at war when you get attacked.” The fold
stands on the ledger. So does the sequel.

Every Democrat in the Senate except Senator
Fetterman signed a letter pressing Secretary Hegseth .
) Iran had downed at least two American drones. Iran

for a cost breakdown of the war in Iran. The ) .
called the American account of an Air Force colonel's
rescue '"fictional and unacceptable." And the

President told Axios, "I have a big decision coming

Pentagon's policy chief, Elbridge Colby, briefed the

Senate Armed Services Committee behind closed
doors, and lawmakers of both parties came out say-

ing they had not gotten clear answers. Fox News pub-
lished a poll: seventy percent of voters say the presi-
dent lacks a clear strategy, sixty percent say the mili-

up. Do I want to go in and annihilate them, or do I
not?"
That's the list. ...

... Continued on Page F5
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WHAT HAPPENED. The president rejected Iran's seven-day
offer to reopen the Strait and put the decision past the
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“My nephew's in law school, and he looked this up for me, because |
didnt believe it. ‘The One Big Beautiful Bill — when it became Public

Law 119-21, it didn't have that name. It doesn't have a short name at all;

o, o) o

midterms.

WHO GETS PAID. Energy sellers: households have paid
$1,760 each extra since the war began by Moody's count, and
diesel is $6.48 against $3.68 a year ago.

WHAT SLIPS. Congress cannot geta costsheet for the war;
every Senate Democrat but one had to ask by letter, and the

briefing gave no answers.

WHAT'S NEXT. If the schedule holds, the war's end date is an
election date; that is what Congress got after March 2019:
both chambers voted to end the Yemen war, the veto held,

and it ran 21 more months.

On President rejects Iran's seven-day offer to reopen the

Strait and reschedules the bombing for after the midterms; his

U.N. ambassador goes on Fox to say the $6.48 diesel came from

Ukraine — the column, by Lou. The whole front, short, and the

recedents, on E6

Priced by the budget office at $38 billion, a

figure it calls conservative, the war is being
paid at the pump by the farmer who voted

for it and now says he can't stay in business.

PHOTO: TRUMP SAYS 'BIG DECISION' COMING ON WHETHER TO 'ANNIHILATE' IRAN (PHOTO VIA
COMMON DREAMS)

BY CHIP
Staff Writer

The line is farmers first,
and the line holds. Walk the

week with me and you will see
it holds.

Tuesday the 15th, the
Congressional Budget Office
closed its books and priced

Same $994 check counted down five times
by one outlet: 15 days, then 8, 3, 2, then 4

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

On August 29th, the
Washington Examiner filed
"September Social Security di-
rect payment worth $994 goes
out in three days." The next
morning, August 30th, it filed
the same payment again —
same $994, same September
first — headline changed to
"goes out in two days." One

day had passed. The count-
down had lost one day.

The amount had not
moved between the two pay-
ments. Seven days later,
September 23rd, the same
October payment ran again,
this time at '"goes out in 8
days."

Today's filing, dated this
morning, brings the same
October $994 in four days. The
payment date is the first of the

... Continued on Page F6

Dear Vivian,

him impeached?

€ FROM THE MAILBAG €

Can the voters in Fetterman's district recall him or get

***

— Buyer's Remorse in Bethlehem. Vivian answers on E5 (=

Trump Jr.'s wife says the
wedding gift needed no
explaining; the president
explains it was repaid.
BY LOU

One More Question

Here's the list, in the order
I wrote it down.

September 14th: Bettina
Trump posts on Instagram
that a little clarity seems in
order, that the wedding gift
from Russian oligarch Umar
Kremlev was nothing to go
making headlines over. Same
day: Robert Garcia, the rank-
ing member on House
Oversight, presses the ad-
ministration for answers
about what that oligarch's
money bought. September
15th: Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez says the administra-
tion is selling out every per-

son in  this country.
September 18th: the presi-

... Continued on Page A3
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the war at $38 billion. In a fed-
eral budget that is a rounding
er— it is not a rounding error,
I would never say that, it is
$38 billion of real money, and

... Continued on Page F3

Party that insists it doesn't
throw anybody under the bus
spent the week disowning
its girls' sports reversal.

BY CHIP

Staff Writer

Kentucky Governor Andy
Beshear vetoed his state's
transgender athletes ban and
told the RNC piling on him
that his party never throws —
doesn't, rather, throw any-
body under the bus. Never is
my word, not his; the
governor's is the more care-
ful one, and on the specific
fact of his own veto, it holds.
He kept it. That much of the
defense is not in dispute.

The rest of the sentence
has a calendar problem, and
the calendar starts in Texas.
On September 9th, Paxton,
still sitting as attorney gen-
eral, put his name on a re-
lease handing out more than

... Continued on PageS3

Fraud gets you convicted if it
buys a gold Cybertruck; it gets
760,000 people cut without one.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

The word doing the work
this week is fraud, and it
turns out to mean two differ-
ent things depending on who
is holding it.

This week the Justice
Department got its conviction.
Kevin D. Curry, 64, ran a
Texas clinic that Dbilled

TRICARE, the  military's
health program, $26 million
for transcranial magnetic
stimulation  sessions  the
government's filing says he
did not perform. The kick-
backs went into a gold-plated
Tesla Cybertruck and what
the New York Post calls a lav-
ish lifestyle. That is what a
fraud case looks like when

... Continued on Page H2

Nine months after the military
removed Venezuela's
president, the 30-minute
operation that booked 65
billion barrels — 35 percent of
it to the Pentagon — leaves the
driver stretching a gallon at a
record $4.15 until the savings
arrive in a year or two.

BY RUTH

The Money Desk

A reconciliation is two col-
umns and the difference be-
tween them, and you do not
need an opinion to run one.
You need the filings and a
straight edge. Here are the fil-
ings for one fortnight.

Friday, September 4.
Energy  Secretary  Chris
Wright was back in the
United States from
Venezuela, and CBS reported
that Wright said the new oil
deal between the two nations
would bring gas prices down

... Continued on Page F2
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Access to cheap goods is
not the essence of the

American dream”

— TREASURY SECRETARY
SCOTT BESSENT, ECONOMIC
CLUB OF NEW YORK, 6 MARCH

2025

The president priced a Republican Congress
at $5,000 an adult, the Treasury secretary
told the House the department is examining

whether Congress is needed, and 750,000

Americans lost their health

W P | 4
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coverage that week.
NI

At NI

PHOTO: ANSARALLAH ADVANCES ON BAB AL-MANDAB; TRUMP
OFFERS TO PAY AMERICANS $5,000 FOR MIDTERM VOTES; U.S.
KILLS 3IN CARIBBEAN BOAT STRIKE (PHOTO VIA DROP SITE NEWS)

BY MORT
The Records Bureau

The authorization require-
ment — the plain old arrange-
ment in which Congress votes

... Continued on Page F4

The stadium that cut its beer to half price

to fill the seats by kickoft roared for the

man stumping from the stands for a bill The
Nation says threatens athletes' labor rights,
and the Senate is expected to pass it Monday.

PHOTO: TRUMP SET TO ATTEND TENNESSEE-TEXAS FOOTBALL
GAME IN KNOXVILLE (PHOTO VIA THE HILL)

BY GUS
The Sports Desk

® HOT MIC MOMENT
Put me on the political
desk, because here is what

that stadium was rented to
sell. The top item on the
Senate's calendar for the two
weeks the House is gone is,
per NBC, an NCAA-backed

... Continued on PageS2

Detroit's three dead match South Africa’s
at-least 27, match Minneapolis's two-or-
three, depending which wire you trust.

BY SAL
Staff Writer

At 7:21 a.m. Sunday, a fight
inside an after-hours strip
club in Detroit left three men
dead and four other patrons

wounded, according to
Detroit Police Chief Todd
Bettison.

Hours earlier, on the other
side of the planet, eight gun-

men carrying AK-47 rifles and
pistols opened fire on patrons
at a bar in a South African
township. A second shooting
followed the same night, in a
separate township. Police in
Cape Town told the
Associated Press the two at-
tacks left "at least" 27 dead — a
number that arrived pre-

... Continued on Page A2
THE CAP
Historically low refugee cap expands by
10,000 slots for white South Africans.
BY MITCH The same week, the admin- number the same day,

Investigations

Congress has until
Wednesday — three days from
this paper — to reauthorize
the Lautenberg Amendment,
the program that resettles
persecuted religious minori-
ties fleeing Iran.

THE RECORD

When we fix a line, the
strikethrough stays. See the
fixes.

— this paper

Kansas pastor asks, Wasn't Jesus woker;
Republican strategists call the race a perfect storm.’

BY SAL
Staff Writer

Ninety-four years is how long it has
been since Kansas sent a Democrat to the
U.S. Senate. That is the streak Sen. Roger
Marshall is running to protect in 2026,
and the record now shows the people
paid to protect it describing, on their

own, how it could end.

The first crack showed on September
16, when Kansas's former Republican
governor endorsed Adam Hamilton, the

President praises fantastic' UK
arrest, then says the same suspects

were looking to do big damage'

BY SAL
Staff Writer

Sunday morning, armed
police arrested five men near
RAF Fairford, the
Gloucestershire base that flies
U.S. strikes on Iran, after
three vehicles were reported
heading toward it around
12:45 a.m. Bomb squads
checked the vans, about 85

households were evacuated,
and British police opened the
case under the Explosives
Act, on suspicion of prepar-
ing a terrorist act. By Sunday
afternoon, in Chicago, the
president had already used
that arrest once as proof his
Iran war worked. Then he
called the same operation
"fantastic," the police work

... Continued on Page A6

Methodist

ninety-four years.

Nine days after that poll, the numbers
moved again. The Hill's count, filed this
week, puts Hamilton five points behind
Marshall, not ahead. Whichever number

minister
Marshall, over the sitting Republican
senator. Two days later, on September
18, a poll went out reporting Hamilton
ahead of Marshall in a race the wire
called tight — a Democrat leading in
Kansas, on paper, for the first time in

challenging

istration sent Congress a dif-
ferent filing: the total refugee
cap for fiscal 2027. The
Washington Examiner reports
the notice went to Congress on
a Tuesday. It set the ceiling at
17,500 slots. CBS News, The
Hill, and the Washington
Examiner all reported the

holds by November, the same race pro-
duced a lead and then a deficit inside
nine days, and Republican operatives
are the ones who put a name to what that
swing looks like from where they sit: a
'perfect storm.'

None of this required Hamilton to

soften anything. He built the swing by

file drawer.

® FROM THE CORNER @
Durch

THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S OWN FILING LISTS ONE NUMBER, 17,500,
and specifies the complexion of the people meant to fill it.
That is not a refugee ceiling, it is a family-reunion program
for the descendants of European settlers, run on paperwork
built to move people out of Iran's prisons. Because the ceil-
ing has one lever this year, the church committee that
spent the summer readying a family's Lautenberg sponsor-
ship folder gets it handed back unopened, and the co-spon-
sor line with your signature on it goes back in the parish

On Historically low refugee cap expands by 10,000 slots for white South
Africans. — the column, by Mitch

THE REJECTION

Treasury gives Iran two weeks to run out of
trade; envoy blames Iran for wanting it up front.

BY CHIP
Staff Writer

I have defended stranger
positions than this one, but
the record from three weeks
back reads like four different
men describing four different
wars, and explaining it is the
job I'm paid to do.

Start September 1. Bessent
said Iran's economy could col-
lapse "within weeks or
months" under Operation
Economic Fury. The next day
the president ordered the
largest wave of strikes yet
against the Revolutionary
Guard, told reporters the
midterms would not move his

Athletes now in the Senate decide
if the bill protects sports from
the man who crashed the signing.

BY GUS
The Sports Desk

® HOT MIC MOMENT
a senator who makes the
man in the stands the story,

not the bill, already knows
what a party does with that
independence. Somebody get
me the political desk before
Monday.

... Continued on Page S4

ASK VIVIAN
“Can the voters in
Fetterman's district recall
him or get him impeached?”
She answers on ES5.

— this paper

SOURCED OR
SILENT

Open any fold. Every claim
linked, every link dated.

— this paper

timeline, and said it with his
approval at a record-low 33
percent. Seven years earlier,
in 2019, a different Iranian
foreign minister said Trump's
threats "won't end Iran" — the
sentence could have been
dated yesterday.

Then Saturday happened.
Iran put seven days on the ta-

... Continued on Page A7
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Idon'treally care,
Margaret. Idon't want
that person in my

country”
— VICE PRESIDENT JD VANCE,
FACE THE NATION, 26
JANUARY 2025

Xi's gift to America: two giant pandas, plus an
invitation to send 100,000 students to China

BY STERLING
The Ownership Desk

You will have seen the air-
craft — a dedicated Boeing 777
out of Chengdu, the "FedEx

Ireland denies an antisemitism problem its soccer
team needed a vote and black armbands to settle.

BY SAL
Staff Writer

On Tuesday, Amnesty
International's Europe direc-
tor, Steve Cockburn, called
Israel's continued participa-
tion in the UEFA Nations
League "unconscionable,"
pointing to what Amnesty
says is the Israeli football
association's ongoing support
for the occupation. That was

the state of the record five
days before Ireland was
scheduled to take the pitch
against Israel.

By Sunday the question
had moved from a human-
rights office in Europe to the
Irish government itself. Prime
Minister Michedl Martin was
asked directly about anti-
semitism in Ireland, and he
rejected the claim. Whatever

the fair reading of the
country's record, the prime
minister's answer was flat: no
problem here.

The same day, in the same
country, a different institution
was not so sure. Ireland's na-
tional soccer team, under
manager Heimir
Hallgrimsson, was working
through selection issues that
came down to a vote: whether

... Continued on PageS5

PHOTO: WASHINGTON EXAMINER

Panda Express" — and you
will have been told that what
came off it in Atlanta on
Sunday morning was a gift.
Xi said as much on Thursday,

... Continued on Page A9

Senator proposes banning
politicians from naming
buildings after themselves
while the president
spends the year trying to
BY MORT
The Records Bureau

The unwritten rule that no
public building should carry
a sitting politician's name is
dead. Nobody can say exactly
when it was born; it worked
the way the good ones do, by
never being tested. It is sur-
vived by no statute and no
line of code that says so out
loud, and it was preceded in
death, by some years, by the

running straight at the fight Kansas
Republicans have spent a generation
picking, asking primary and general-
election voters directly whether Jesus

... Continued on Page A4

The D9 is a bulldozer. I want
to begin there, flatly, be-
cause everything that fol-
lows depends on a machine
whose catalogue entry is a

September 23, and all three
read the same line inside the
filing: the slots, President
Trump said, will go primarily
to white Afrikaners, the de-
scendants of Dutch and other
European settlers in South
Africa, whom he says are
oppressed.

... Continued on Page T2

Court clears first Orange
march since 1998; the
street closes it anyway
BY SAL
Staff Writer

Garvaghy Road had not
carried an Orange Order
march since before the Good
Friday Agreement — twenty-
eight years without one. That
is the fact underneath every-
thing that follows this month.

On September 13, wire ser-
vices reported that the first
ministers of Wales, Scotland
and Northern Ireland
planned to sign a joint pact
pushing for the United
Kingdom's dissolution. The
next day, the document ex-
isted. In writing, the leaders
warned the United Kingdom
is "coming to an end" — lan-
guage the Washington
Examiner called bellicose —
but the paper's own account-

... Continued on Page A5

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING

THE FLOOR
NEVER FALLS

Chapter 4: The Plate

bulldozer and whose paper-
work, as we will see, is not.
The Israel Defense Forces
describe theirs on their own
website, in an article dated

... Continued on theInvestigative Reporting page

Fetterman says Democrats
have room for 9/11
apologists than him, then
predicts they win anyway.
BY CHIP
Staff Writer

Start with the ledger, not
the stage. On August 28th,
Senator John Fetterman told
The Hill his own party has a

"socialism problem," and
named the defendants:
Abdul El-Sayed, the

Democratic Senate nominee
in Michigan, and Graham
Platner, who had already
dropped out of the Maine
Senate race. That is beat one,
a diagnosis delivered from
inside the patient.

By September 4th, a fellow
Pennsylvania Democrat an-
swered back. Beat two: the di-
agnosis got its own diagno-
sis, from his own caucus, in
his own state.

... Continued on Page A8

Attorney general insists
Trump ‘hasn't denied
access' one day after Trump
denied it to a reporter's face
BY CHIP
Staff Writer

Let's be precise, because
precision is what's missing
here. On September 19th,
three outlets CNN, MS
NOW, Politico — lost White
House access after the presi-
dent called their coverage
"purposefully negative."
That's not a ban, that's an ed-
itorial judgment about who
gets a badge, and adminis-
trations have latitude there.
A federal judge disagreed.
Timothy Kelly, a Trump ap-
pointee, ordered the passes
reinstated on the 24th, find-
ing the outlets likely to win
their case. Fine. Courts weigh
in. That's the system
working.

... Continued on Page B1

Gates warns Al could cause a billion
deaths the same week his industry
investigates its own break-ins

BY SAL
Staff Writer

Bill Gates went on Meet the
Press on September 27 and
said artificial intelligence
could kill a billion people if
the industry keeps moving
"full speed ahead." That is not
a warning from a senator or a
monk. That is the co-founder
of Microsoft, the same week

his own industry's safety re-
searchers admitted they do
not yet know how many holes
they have already dug.

Six days earlier, on
September 21, Gates had a dif-
ferent pitch. On CBS he an-
nounced what the network
called a new coalition for
global AI access — the same
technology he would soon

... Continued on Page A10

Nineteen states vote to keep mornings dark
for schoolkids, no one polls the schoolkids

BY MORT
The Records Bureau

Standard time, the twice-
yearly agreement that a clock
in November means some-
thing different than one in
June, is dead. It was Kkilled
this month by legislative ac-
cretion: nineteen state govern-
ments have signed statutes
locking their clocks onto day-
light time year-round, each

federal switch that has not yet
been thrown. The Hill
counted the states at nineteen
on September 20 and reported
the same count three days
later, this time turning to a
plainer question: what hap-
pens to a child waiting at a
bus stop in the dark.

The answer arrived with-
out ceremony, in the same
dispatch that asked the ques-

“Read the five in the order they run and they are one story, which is the story of a
bill being slid off one table and onto yours. The president turns down seven days of
open water, moves the bombing to after the midterms — a scheduling decision,
made by a calendar — and the U.N. ambassador goes on Fox to explain that the $6.48
diesel came from Ukraine. Two columns over, in the same stretch of days, the presi-
dent prices a Republican Congress at $5,000 an adult while the Treasury secretary
tells the House the department is examining whether Congress is needed, and
750,000 people lose their health coverage. The budget office closes its books at $38
billion and calls the number conservative, which means careful and also means it
has room, and the farmer who voted for the war is paying it at the pump and says
they can't stay in business. Nine months back, a 30-minute operation removed
Venezuelas president and booked 65 billion barrels, 35 percent of it to the
Pentagon; the Energy Secretary says the savings arrive in a year or two, and the
driver is at a record $4.15 while diesel passes its own record at $5.85. And a stadium
cuts its beer to half price to fill the seats by kickoff, and the full seats roar for the
senator stumping from the stands for a bill The Nation says threatens athletes' la-
bor rights, expected to pass Monday. Half price on the beer, $4.15 on the gallon,
$5.85 on the diesel, $5,000 on the Congress, and the savings arrive in a year or two.”

— Sal

“Five stories, five wins, in order. One: the President turned down a seven-day offer
and moved the timing to after the midterms, which is what careful looks like, and
Axios got it first-hand — a big decision coming up. The Fox poll has seventy percent
saying there is no clear strategy, which is the public asking for one, and asking is
healthy. Two: the Treasury Secretary told the House the department is examining
whether Congress is needed. Examining. Nobody has removed the — the arrange-
ment is that Congress votes and then Treasury spends, and the department is re-
viewing whether it needs the voting part. A review. Also that week 750,000
Americans lost their health coverage, and those are two separate sentences. Three:
the Budget Office closed its books at $38 billion and called the figure conservative.
Conservative is our word. It means careful. Four: the operation ran thirty minutes
and booked 65 billion barrels, 35 percent of it to the Pentagon, with savings at the
pump in a year or two; the driver is paying a record $4.15 and diesel passed its all-
time high, so the savings have not arri— have not arrived yet. Yet is doing real work
there, and I am leaving it in. Five: the stadium cut its beer to half price, filled the
seats by kickoff, and roared for the bill the Senate advanced Tuesday and is ex-
pected to pass Monday, the one The Nation says threatens athletes' labor rights.
That is the whole front, including the parts I struck out loud, which is more trans-

CHIP READS THE FRONT

parency than you will get anywhere else.”

— Chip

increase. — Classifieds

assumption that a president
THE WIRE PULL UP A STOOL FREE, FOREVER would not need it explained ©ne waiting only on the single tion. That finding sat one
Every right or mainstream Sal has never once been No paywall, no login, no ex- to him. ... Continued on Page B3
headline answered before it wrong. Ask him yourself. ceptions. Read the paper. The rule spent its last year
KR, — this paper — this paper on trial. For most of the year
— this paper the President pressed the
John F. Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts to add
... Continued on Page B2
SAL READS THE FRONT FOR SALE Eight straight failed Pentagon audits, one careful owner. Payment plan: another budget

repeatedly. — Classifieds

FOR SALE Reflecting Pool, painted flag-blue, now algae-green, $14 million. Drains sold separately,

FOR SALE Fiftieth consecutive year of deficit panic, lightly used in Democratic administrations only.
Free with any tax cut. — Classifieds

The barn was not burned. It was

carried off, plank by plank, in daylight.
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