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SUNDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER 2026 — THE SUNDAY EDITION

FREE, FOREVER — EVERY CLAIM LINKED

President rejects Irans seven-day offer to reopen
the Strait and reschedules the bombing for after
the midterms; his U.N. ambassador goes on

Fox to say the $6.48 diesel came from Ukraine

'

PHOTO: IN DEFIANT UN SPEECH, IRANIAN PRESIDENT SAYS US AND ISRAEL ARE THE REAL TERRORISTS (PHOTO VIA COMMON DREAMS)

BY LOU
One More Question

I wrote down everything that came across the wire
on Thursday the seventeenth. Just that one day. In or-
der, the way it reached me, and then I'll stop.

Every Democrat in the Senate except Senator
Fetterman signed a letter pressing Secretary Hegseth
for a cost breakdown of the war in Iran. The
Pentagon's policy chief, Elbridge Colby, briefed the
Senate Armed Services Committee behind closed
doors, and lawmakers of both parties came out say-
ing they had not gotten clear answers. Fox News pub-
lished a poll: seventy percent of voters say the presi-
dent lacks a clear strategy, sixty percent say the mili-

tary action was the wrong decision. The U.N. fact-find-
ing mission on Iran reported "reasonable grounds" to
believe the United States committed war crimes in
two airstrikes; the Times wrote that the mistakes be-
hind the deaths of more than a hundred children
"went beyond negligence." U.S. officials told CBS that
Iran had downed at least two American drones. Iran
called the American account of an Air Force colonel's
rescue '"fictional and unacceptable." And the
President told Axios, "I have a big decision coming
up. Do I want to go in and annihilate them, or do I
not?"
That's the list. ...

... Continued on Page F5

The Week

20 - 26 SEPTEMBER 2026 - RANKED BY THE WIRE

STORY OUTLETSVERSIONSITEMS
The cease-fire Trump turned down 29 44 370
Sunday chair: Lou

The $5,000 check nobody 16 3 87
authorized

Sunday chair: Mort

The farmer paying for the war 16 1 80
Sunday chair: Chip

Sixty-five billion barrels, $4.15 a 15 1 45
gallon

Sunday chair: Ruth

The map Missouri lost five times 13 10 45
in the ledger, off the front

Fetterman's Republican convention 13 2 45
video

in the ledger, off the front

The triumphal arch with snipers 11 4 25
in the ledger, off the front

The Greenland deal that isn't 10 7 20

ownership
in the ledger, off the front

Outlets are distinct sources across the house's receipts; versions
are how many times the house wrote it. The desks divide the list;
a story the house runs straight is counted and not joked.

THE WEEK'S WORDS
Censure -Witch Hunt -Tonight - Two Weeks -Hoax -Rigged -The

Best People

TACO TUESDAY

Fifty percent tariffs on Canada.
Paused with two hours to spare —
“we have a deal.” The deal lasted
three days.

The full arc, timestamped: the eleventh-hour pause, pending
paperwork; the collapse and the midnight tariffs; and the
neighbors reply — “You're at war when you get attacked.” The fold
stands on the ledger. So does the sequel.

THE WORD
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On beautitul

The president priced a Republican Congress
at $5,000 an adult, the Treasury secretary
told the House the department is examining

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. The president rejected Iran's seven-day

DEMOCRAT

T~

/ o—\ NO SHORT TITLE

NO SHORT TITLE

REPUBLICAN

P —

/ o—\ BEAUTIFUL

BEAUTIFUL
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PHOTO: ANSARALLAH ADVANCES ON BAB AL-MANDAB; TRUMP
OFFERS TO PAY AMERICANS $5,000 FOR MIDTERM VOTES; U.S.
KILLS 3IN CARIBBEAN BOAT STRIKE (PHOTO VIA DROP SITE NEWS)

BY MORT
The Records Bureau

Priced by the budget office at $38 billion, a
figure it calls conservative, the war is being
paid at the pump by the farmer who voted

for it and now says he can't stay in business.
F

PHOTO: TRUMP SAYS 'BIG DECISION' COMING ON WHETHER TO 'ANNIHILATE' IRAN (PHOTO VIA

BY CHIP
Staff Writer

The line is farmers first,
and the line holds. Walk the

week with me and you will see
it holds.

Tuesday the 15th, the
Congressional Budget Office
closed its books and priced

Labour conference arrests hundreds for
backing banned group, hears fascism
must be organized against, same day.

BY SAL
Staff Writer

Nearly 4,000 people have
been arrested in Britain for
supporting a group the gov-
ernment proscribed as a ter-
rorist organization in July
2025. The group is called
Palestine Action. Its members
have not been accused of any-
thing resembling the atroci-

ties the label usually points
to; the receipts describe paint
thrown and windows broken
at arms factories. Under the
Terrorism Act, holding a sign
that says you support the
group is treated as the same
category of offense as belong-
ing to it. That is the law as
written, fourteen months in.

... Continued on Page A2

COMMON DREAMS)

the war at $38 billion. In a fed-
eral budget that is a rounding
er— it is not a rounding error,
I would never say that, it is
$38 billion of real money, and

... Continued on Page F3

The authorization require-
ment — the plain old arrange-
ment in which Congress votes

... Continued on Page F4

Nine months after the military
removed Venezuela's
president, the 30-minute
operation that booked 65
billion barrels — 35 percent of
it to the Pentagon — leaves the
driver stretching a gallon at a
record $4.15 until the savings
arrive in a year or two.

BY RUTH

The Money Desk

A reconciliation is two col-
umns and the difference be-
tween them, and you do not
need an opinion to run one.
You need the filings and a
straight edge. Here are the fil-
ings for one fortnight.

Friday, September 4.
Energy  Secretary  Chris
Wright was back in the
United States from
Venezuela, and CBS reported
that Wright said the new oil
deal between the two nations
would bring gas prices down

... Continued on Page F2

Democrats vow to confront Israel's
annexation once they retake the House;
the deadline already outran the vote.

BY CHIP
Staff Writer

"Ready to confront." That's
the phrase. A promise like
that takes real commitment —
the commitment to make it
start later. Democrats say that
once they retake the House,
they will confront Israel on
human rights. I believe them:
a promise that only begins af-

NATO scrambles jets to keep Russian
planes out, invites Putin in for dinner

BY SAL
Staff Writer

In November 2015, a
Turkish F-16 put a Russian
Su-24 into the hills near the
Syrian border, the first time a
NATO member had killed a
Russian aircraft since the
1950s. One pilot was shot at by
local fighters while he hung in
his parachute and was found
dead on the ground; the other

pilot's fate was never con-
firmed after a rescue mission
failed to reach the site. That
was the doctrine, stated once
and rarely tested since: cross
into NATO airspace and you
can be shot down.

Eleven years later the al-
liance is still finding out
whether it means it. On
September 14, NATO fighter
jets shot down a drone over

Lithuania. The president
wouldn't name the owner out
loud, but the defense ministry
thanked the allies for the as-
sist, and Russia was the coun-
try everyone in the room was
thinking about without say-
ing. Ten days later, on
September 24, Finland and
Sweden scrambled jets to-
gether for the first time in ei-
ther country's history, send-

... Continued on Page A4

ter an election nobody has
won yet is the safest promise
there is. It has no start date,
only a start condition, and
that condition belongs to the
voters, not to them. Which —
no, that's an alibi. Let me try
that again.

Here's what "not yet" has
looked like on the actual cal-
endar. On September 3rd,

... Continued on Page A3
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Access to cheap goods is
not the essence of the

American dream”

— TREASURY SECRETARY
SCOTT BESSENT, ECONOMIC
CLUB OF NEW YORK, 6 MARCH

2025

Dear Vivian,

€ FROM THE MAILBAG €

Sister, I love you to pieces, but isn't Iran calling the shots
now, and Trump is just wishing he had an inside joke
like Michael Scott on The Office?

P

— Regional Manager in Reading. Vivian answers on E5

Today
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I'was saved by God to
make America great
again.”

— DONALD TRUMP, SECOND

ELECTION TIMELINE

Trump admits his war won 't end by Election
Day; Rep. Himes says Iran now controls it.

BY CHIP
Staff Writer

I have spent several edi-

White House airs Trump's ad the weekend a senator

says
[EF

iy

i

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

The ledger opens on September 2,
when Delta Air Lines and American

officials shouldn't buy private

PHOTO: THE HILL

timeline, and the file does not
get lighter with use.

Start on September 9th.
The same day, at Joint Base
Andrews, he told a different

... Continued on Page A6

INAUGURAL ADDRESS, 20 tions now defending this
JANUARY 2025

ads with public money.

L B

match its $1,000 federal contribution to
the Trump Accounts opened for their
employees' children. The account is a
federal program. The White House an-

Airlines told the White House they would

PHOTO: THE HILL

nounced the corporate match itself, on
its own social media feed.

On September
Byron Donalds relaunched his campaign

22, Representative

website with several mentions of the

One British arrest earns fantastic, becomes a foreseen
plot, then clearly’ Iranian — all by Sunday night.

BY SAL
Staff Writer

Sunday morning, armed
police arrested five men near
RAF Fairford, the
Gloucestershire base that flies
U.S. strikes on Iran, after
three vehicles were reported
heading toward it overnight.
Bomb squads checked the
vans, roughly 85 households
were evacuated, and British

police opened the case under
the Explosives Act, on suspi-
cion of preparing a terrorist
act. Within hours, the presi-
dent had already used that
same arrest to justify his Iran
war.

A few hours after that, in
Chicago, the arrest changed
jobs again. "The arrest in the
U.K. was fantastic," the presi-
dent told reporters. "Working

Trump Jr.s wife says the wedding gift needed no
explaining; the president explains it was repaid.

BY LOU
One More Question

Here's the list, in the order
I wrote it down.

September 14th: Bettina
Trump posts on Instagram
that a little clarity seems in
order, that the wedding gift
from Russian oligarch Umar
Kremlev was nothing to go
making headlines over. Same
day: Robert Garcia, the rank-
ing member on House

Oversight, presses the admin-
istration for answers about
what that oligarch's money
bought.  September  15th:
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
says the administration is
selling out every person in
this country. September 18th:
the president, asked about it
in the Oval Office, says his
son already paid Kremlev
back. September 27th — to-
day: Senator Thom Tillis goes

... Continued on Page A9

ASK VIVIAN

“Sister, I love you to pieces,
but isn't Iran calling the
shots now, and Trump is just
wishing he had an inside
joke...” She answers on E5.

— this paper

THE WIRE

Every right or mainstream
headline answered before it
renders.

— this paper

with Britain, it was an amaz-
ing job." War justification ear-
lier in the day, trophy later in
the day — the same five men,
the same case, put to different
work depending on which
sentence needed them.

The same day, the case
moved a third time. The sus-
pects, the president said, had
been under watch for some
time, "looking to do big dam-

... Continued on Page A8

SOURCED OR
SILENT

Open any fold. Every claim
linked, every link dated.

— this paper

... Continued on PageF7

PULL UP A STOOL

Sal has never once been
wrong. Ask him yourself.

— this paper

offer to reopen the Strait and put the decision past the

midterms.

WHO GETS PAID. Energy sellers: households have paid

$1,760 each extra since the war began by Moody's count, and
diesel is $6.48 against $3.68 a year ago.

WHAT SLIPS. Congress cannot geta costsheet for the war;

every Senate Democrat but one had to ask by letter, and the

briefing gave no answers.

WHAT'S NEXT. If the schedule holds, the war's end date is an
election date; that is what Congress got after March 2019:
both chambers voted to end the Yemen war, the veto held,

and it ran 21 more months.

On President rejects Iran's seven-day offer to reopen the

Strait and reschedules the bombing for after the midterms; his

U.N. ambassador goes on Fox to say the $6.48 diesel came from

Ukraine — the column, by Lou. The whole front, short, and the

recedents, on E6

The stadium that cut its beer to half price

to fill the seats by kickoft roared for the

man stumping from the stands for a bill The
Nation says threatens athletes' labor rights,
and the Senate is expected to pass it Monday.

PHOTO: TRUMP SET TO ATTEND TENNESSEE-TEXAS FOOTBALL
GAME IN KNOXVILLE (PHOTO VIA THE HILL)

BY GUS
The Sports Desk

® HOT MIC MOMENT
Put me on the political

that stadium was rented to
sell. The top item on the
Senate's calendar for the two
weeks the House is gone is,

desk, because here is what n,er NBC, an NCAA-backed

The D9 is a bulldozer. I want
to begin there, flatly, be-
cause everything that fol-
lows depends on a machine
whose catalogue entry is a

... Continued on PageS2

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING

THE FLOOR
NEVER FALLS

Chapter 4: The Plate

bulldozer and whose paper-
work, as we will see, is not.
The Israel Defense Forces
describe theirs on their own
website, in an article dated

... Continued on theInvestigative Reporting page

THE CONTRACT

New York's Medicaid portal
grew from $177 million

to $1 billion without one
competing bid, legally

BY STERLING

The Ownership Desk

Eight hundred and
twenty-three million dollars
added to one contract, and
not a single competing bid —
you will have read that and
assumed a favour went
through a side door. Read the
exemption instead. A sole-
source award breaks no rule;
it is the clause by which a
state excuses itself from ask-
ing a second firm the price.
Sole source, mind you.
Source, not bid.

In 2023 the Hochul admin-
istration set out to fold the
Medicaid applications still
processed by counties into

... Continued on Page F6

Trump dismisses
Aunthropic's AI warnings,
then invites its CEO to
dinner ar the White House.

BY SAL
Staff Writer

Bill Gates announced a
new coalition for global AI
access on September 21.
Three days later, on
September 24, he told NBC
the same technology was al-
ready "powerful enough" to
cause a billion deaths. By
September 27, on Meet the
Press, the comparison had
grown: getting the world to
cooperate on artificial intelli-
gence, he said, will be harder
than it was to get the United
States and the Soviet Union to
the table on nuclear
weapons.

The day before that inter-
view aired, Saturday,
September 26, Axios reported

... Continued on Page A7

DA reopens Comell gang-
rape probe three weeks
after 'Free p—y’' became

a headline, not a warrant.
BY MITCH

Investigations

The docket in the Cornell
case runs order before ver-
dict, and the order is the
story. That same filing also
states that Cornell later of-
fered the accused men a
chance to "mitigate their con-
duct by submitting essays."
The document does not ex-
plain what an essay is meant
to fix. It only records that the
offer was made.

Two days later, a second
outlet ran the identical
clause. Two outlets, two days
apart, one text message, do-
ing the work of two separate
news cycles.

Clause by clause, the se-
quence reads: headline, then

... Continued on Page A5

Same $994 check counted
down five times by one outlet:
15 days, then 8, 3, 2, then 4
BY RUTH

The Money Desk

On August 29th, the
Washington Examiner filed
"September Social Security
direct payment worth $994
goes out in three days." The
next morning, August 30th, it
filed the same payment again
same $994, same
September first — headline
changed to "goes out in two
days." One day had passed.
The countdown had lost one
day.

The amount had not
moved between the two pay-
ments. Seven days later,
September 23rd, the same
October payment ran again,
this time at "goes out in 8
days."

Today's filing, dated this

... Continued on Page F8

Attorney general repeats the national
security excuse a judge already doubted,
then the president proves the judge right.

BY CHIP
Staff Writer

Let's start where the record
starts, because the record is
the whole defense here. On
September 19th, CNN, MS
NOW and Politico lost their
White House access. That's a
fact, not a framing. Whether it
counts as a ban or something
gentler is exactly what a fed-

THE CAP

Historically low refuge

e cap expands by

10,000 slots for white South Africans.

BY MITCH
Investigations

Congress has until
Wednesday — three days from
this paper — to reauthorize
the Lautenberg Amendment,
the program that resettles
persecuted religious minori-
ties fleeing Iran.

The same week, the admin-
istration sent Congress a dif-

file drawer.

® FROM THE
Durch

THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S OWN FILING LISTS ONE NUMBER, 17,500,
and specifies the complexion of the people meant to fill it.
That is not a refugee ceiling, it is a family-reunion program
for the descendants of European settlers, run on paperwork
built to move people out of Iran's prisons. Because the ceil-
ing has one lever this year, the church committee that
spent the summer readying a family's Lautenberg sponsor-
ship folder gets it handed back unopened, and the co-spon-
sor line with your signature on it goes back in the parish

k)%

OnHistorically low refugee cap expands by 10,000 slots for white South
Africans. — the column, by Mitch

CORNER €

ferent filing: the total refugee
cap for fiscal 2027. The
Washington Examiner re-
ports the notice went to
Congress on a Tuesday. It set
the ceiling at 17,500 slots. CBS
News, The Hill, and the
Washington Examiner all re-
ported the number the same
day, September 23, and all
three read the same line in-

... Continued on Page T2

eral court took up four days
later, on the 23rd, when Judge
Timothy Kelly asked a lawyer
for the media outlets chal-
lenging the ban whether na-
tional security could ever jus-
tify it. "Ever be a winner?" is
the phrase in the transcript. A
Trump appointee asking that
is worth sitting with.

... Continued on Page B1

€

Idon'treally care,
Margaret. Idon't want
that person in my

country”
— VICE PRESIDENT JD VANCE,
FACE THE NATION, 26
JANUARY 2025

Fraud gets you convicted if it

buys

a gold Cybertruck; it gets

760,000 people cut without one.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

The word doing the work
this week is fraud, and it
turns out to mean two differ-
ent things depending on who
is holding it.

This week the Justice
Department got its conviction.
Kevin D. Curry, 64, ran a
Texas clinic that billed

TRICARE, the  military's
health program, $26 million
for transcranial magnetic
stimulation  sessions the
government's filing says he
did not perform. The kick-
backs went into a gold-plated
Tesla Cybertruck and what
the New York Post calls a lav-
ish lifestyle. That is what a
fraud case looks like when

... Continued on Page H2

SAL READS THE FRONT

“Read the five in the order they run and they are one story, which is the story of a
bill being slid off one table and onto yours. The president turns down seven days of
open water, moves the bombing to after the midterms — a scheduling decision,
made by a calendar — and the U.N. ambassador goes on Fox to explain that the $6.48
diesel came from Ukraine. Two columns over, in the same stretch of days, the presi-
dent prices a Republican Congress at $5,000 an adult while the Treasury secretary
tells the House the department is examining whether Congress is needed, and
750,000 people lose their health coverage. The budget office closes its books at $38
billion and calls the number conservative, which means careful and also means it
has room, and the farmer who voted for the war is paying it at the pump and says
they can't stay in business. Nine months back, a 30-minute operation removed
Venezuela's president and booked 65 billion barrels, 35 percent of it to the
Pentagon; the Energy Secretary says the savings arrive in a year or two, and the
driver is at a record $4.15 while diesel passes its own record at $5.85. And a stadium
cuts its beer to half price to fill the seats by kickoff, and the full seats roar for the
senator stumping from the stands for a bill The Nation says threatens athletes' la-
bor rights, expected to pass Monday. Half price on the beer, $4.15 on the gallon,
$5.85 on the diesel, $5,000 on the Congress, and the savings arrive in a year or two.”

— Sal

“Five stories, five wins, in order. One: the President turned down a seven-day offer
and moved the timing to after the midterms, which is what careful looks like, and
Axios got it first-hand — a big decision coming up. The Fox poll has seventy percent
saying there is no clear strategy, which is the public asking for one, and asking is
healthy. Two: the Treasury Secretary told the House the department is examining
whether Congress is needed. Examining. Nobody has removed the — the arrange-
ment is that Congress votes and then Treasury spends, and the department is re-
viewing whether it needs the voting part. A review. Also that week 750,000
Americans lost their health coverage, and those are two separate sentences. Three:
the Budget Office closed its books at $38 billion and called the figure conservative.
Conservative is our word. It means careful. Four: the operation ran thirty minutes
and booked 65 billion barrels, 35 percent of it to the Pentagon, with savings at the
pump in a year or two; the driver is paying a record $4.15 and diesel passed its all-
time high, so the savings have not arri— have not arrived yet. Yet is doing real work
there, and I am leaving it in. Five: the stadium cut its beer to half price, filled the
seats by kickoff, and roared for the bill the Senate advanced Tuesday and is ex-
pected to pass Monday, the one The Nation says threatens athletes' labor rights.

That is the whole front, including the parts I struck out loud, which is more trans-

CHIP READS THE FRONT

parency than you will get anywhere else.”

— Chip

increase. — Classifieds

FOR SALE Eight straight failed Pentagon audits, one careful owner. Payment plan: another budget

repeatedly. — Classifieds

FOR SALE Reflecting Pool, painted flag-blue, now algae-green, $14 million. Drains sold separately,

FOR SALE Fiftieth consecutive year of deficit panic, lightly used in Democratic administrations only.
Free with any tax cut. — Classifieds

They did not take the field. They

moved the gate, and waited.

ENOCH -

THE OWNERSHIP DESK

THE FUTURES FILE

every date somebody set, and what was standing there when it arrived - swept 2026-09-16
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