
FROM EACH
President rejects Iran's seven-day offer to reopen
the Strait and reschedules the bombing for after
the midterms; his U.N. ambassador goes on
Fox to say the $6.48 diesel came from Ukraine

PHOTO: I N  DEFI AN T UN  SPEEC H, I RAN I AN  PRESI DEN T SAY S US AN D I SRAEL ARE THE REAL TERRORI STS ( PHOTO VI A C OMMON  DREAMS)

B Y  LOU

One More Question

I wrote down everything that came across the wire

on Thursday the seventeenth. Just that one day. In or-

der, the way it reached me, and then I'll stop.

Every Democrat in the Senate except Senator

Fetterman signed a letter pressing Secretary Hegseth

for a cost breakdown of the war in Iran. The

Pentagon's policy chief, Elbridge Colby, briefed the

Senate Armed Services Committee behind closed

doors, and lawmakers of both parties came out say-

ing they had not gotten clear answers. Fox News pub-

lished a poll: seventy percent of voters say the presi-

dent lacks a clear strategy, sixty percent say the mili-

tary action was the wrong decision. The U.N. fact-find-

ing mission on Iran reported "reasonable grounds" to

believe the United States committed war crimes in

two airstrikes; the Times wrote that the mistakes be-

hind the deaths of more than a hundred children

"went beyond negligence." U.S. officials told CBS that

Iran had downed at least two American drones. Iran

called the American account of an Air Force colonel's

rescue "fictional and unacceptable." And the

President told Axios, "I have a big decision coming

up. Do I want to go in and annihilate them, or do I

not?"

That's the list. …
… Continued on Page F5

The Week
20 –  26  SEP TEM BER  2026 ·  R A N K ED BY  TH E W I R E

STO RY O U TL E TSV E R SI O N SI TE M S

The cease-fire Trump turned down

Sunday chair: Lou

29 44 370

The $5,000 check nobody

authorized

Sunday chair: Mort

16 3 87

The farmer paying for the war
Sunday chair: Chip

16 1 80

Sixty-five billion barrels, $4.15 a

gallon

Sunday chair: Ruth

15 1 45

The map Missouri lost five times
in the ledger, off the front

13 10 45

Fetterman's Republican convention

video

in the ledger, off the front

13 2 45

The triumphal arch with snipers
in the ledger, off the front

11 4 25

The Greenland deal that isn't

ownership
in the ledger, off the front

10 7 20

Outlets are distinct sources across the house's receipts; versions

are how many times the house wrote it. The desks divide the list;

a story the house runs straight is counted and not joked.

T H E  W E E K ' S W O R D S

Censure ·Witch Hunt ·Tonight ·Two Weeks ·Hoax ·Rigged ·The

Best People

TA CO  T U E SDAY

Fifty percent tariffs on Canada.

Paused with two hours to spare —

“we have a deal.” The deal lasted

three days.
The full arc, timestamped: the eleventh-hour pause, pending

paperwork; the collapse and the midnight tariffs; and the

neighbor’s reply — “You’re at war when you get attacked.” The fold

stands on the ledger. So does the sequel.

S A L  R E A D S  T H E  F R O N T

“Read the five in the order they run and they are one story, which is the story of a

bill being slid off one table and onto yours. The president turns down seven days of

open water, moves the bombing to after the midterms — a scheduling decision,

made by a calendar — and the U.N. ambassador goes on Fox to explain that the $6.48

diesel came from Ukraine. Two columns over, in the same stretch of days, the presi-

dent prices a Republican Congress at $5,000 an adult while the Treasury secretary

tells the House the department is examining whether Congress is needed, and

750,000 people lose their health coverage. The budget office closes its books at $38

billion and calls the number conservative, which means careful and also means it

has room, and the farmer who voted for the war is paying it at the pump and says

they can't stay in business. Nine months back, a 30-minute operation removed

Venezuela's president and booked 65 billion barrels, 35 percent of it to the

Pentagon; the Energy Secretary says the savings arrive in a year or two, and the

driver is at a record $4.15 while diesel passes its own record at $5.85. And a stadium

cuts its beer to half price to fill the seats by kickoff, and the full seats roar for the

senator stumping from the stands for a bill The Nation says threatens athletes' la-

bor rights, expected to pass Monday. Half price on the beer, $4.15 on the gallon,

$5.85 on the diesel, $5,000 on the Congress, and the savings arrive in a year or two.”

— Sal

F OR S A L E  Eight straight failed Pentagon audits, one careful owner. Payment plan: another budget

increase. — Classifieds

F OR S A L E  Reflecting Pool, painted flag-blue, now algae-green, $14 million. Drains sold separately,

repeatedly. — Classifieds

F OR S A L E  Fiftieth consecutive year of deficit panic, lightly used in Democratic administrations only.

Free with any tax cut. — Classifieds

C H I P  R E A D S  T H E  F R O N T

“Five stories, five wins, in order. One: the President turned down a seven-day offer

and moved the timing to after the midterms, which is what careful looks like, and

Axios got it first-hand — a big decision coming up. The Fox poll has seventy percent

saying there is no clear strategy, which is the public asking for one, and asking is

healthy. Two: the Treasury Secretary told the House the department is examining

whether Congress is needed. Examining. Nobody has removed the — the arrange-

ment is that Congress votes and then Treasury spends, and the department is re-

viewing whether it needs the voting part. A review. Also that week 750,000

Americans lost their health coverage, and those are two separate sentences. Three:

the Budget Office closed its books at $38 billion and called the figure conservative.

Conservative is our word. It means careful. Four: the operation ran thirty minutes

and booked 65 billion barrels, 35 percent of it to the Pentagon, with savings at the

pump in a year or two; the driver is paying a record $4.15 and diesel passed its all-

time high, so the savings have not arri— have not arrived yet. Yet is doing real work

there, and I am leaving it in. Five: the stadium cut its beer to half price, filled the

seats by kickoff, and roared for the bill the Senate advanced Tuesday and is ex-

pected to pass Monday, the one The Nation says threatens athletes' labor rights.

That is the whole front, including the parts I struck out loud, which is more trans-

parency than you will get anywhere else.”

— Chip

They did not take the field. They

moved the gate, and waited.
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On beautiful
D E M O C R A T

51-50

$3.4 TRILLION MINUS $1,200

NO SHORT TITLE

NO SHORT TITLE

R E P U B L I C A N

BIG

CLEAN GREAT

BEAUTIFUL

BEAUTIFUL

“My nephew's in law school, and he looked this up for me, because I
didn't believe it. The One Big Beautiful Bill — when it became Public

Law 119-21, it didn't have that name. It doesn't have a short name at all;
the Senate took it out. So I asked him what's still in it, and he sent me the
budget office's pages. Three point four trillion added to deficits over ten

… Continued on Page W44

The president priced a Republican Congress
at $5,000 an adult, the Treasury secretary
told the House the department is examining
whether Congress is needed, and 750,000
Americans lost their health coverage that week.

PHOTO: AN SARALLAH ADVAN C ES ON  BAB AL-MAN DAB; TRUMP

OFFERS TO PAY  AMERI C AN S $5,000 FOR MI DTERM VOTES; U.S.

KI LLS 3 I N  C ARI BBEAN  BOAT STRI KE ( PHOTO VI A DROP SI TE N EWS)

B Y  MORT

The Records Bureau
The authorization require-

ment — the plain old arrange-

ment in which Congress votes

… Continued on Page F4

Priced by the budget office at $38 billion, a
figure it calls conservative, the war is being
paid at the pump by the farmer who voted
for it and now says he can't stay in business.

PHOTO: TRUMP SAY S 'BI G DEC I SI ON '  C OMI N G ON  WHETHER TO 'AN N I HI LATE'  I RAN  ( PHOTO VI A

C OMMON  DREAMS)

B Y  CHIP

Staff Writer

The line is farmers first,

and the line holds. Walk the

week with me and you will see

it holds.

Tuesday the 15th, the

Congressional Budget Office

closed its books and priced

the war at $38 billion. In a fed-

eral budget that is a rounding

er— it is not a rounding error,

I would never say that, it is

$38 billion of real money, and

… Continued on Page F3

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  The president rejected Iran's seven-day

offer to reopen the Strait and put the decision past the

midterms.

WHO GETS PAID.  Energy sellers: households have paid

$1,760 each extra since the war began by Moody's count, and

diesel is $6.48 against $3.68 a year ago.

WHAT SLIPS.  Congress cannot get a cost sheet for the war;

every Senate Democrat but one had to ask by letter, and the

briefing gave no answers.

WHAT'S NEXT.  If the schedule holds, the war's end date is an

election date; that is what Congress got after March 2019:

both chambers voted to end the Yemen war, the veto held,

and it ran 21 more months.

On President rejects Iran's seven-day offer to reopen the
Strait and reschedules the bombing for after the midterms; his
U.N. ambassador goes on Fox to say the $6.48 diesel came from
Ukraine — the column, by Lou. The whole front, short, and the
precedents, on E6

Nine months after the military
removed Venezuela's
president, the 30-minute
operation that booked 65
billion barrels — 35 percent of
it to the Pentagon — leaves the
driver stretching a gallon at a
record $4.15 until the savings
arrive in a year or two.
B Y  RUTH

The Money Desk

A reconciliation is two col-

umns and the difference be-

tween them, and you do not

need an opinion to run one.

You need the filings and a

straight edge. Here are the fil-

ings for one fortnight.

Friday, September 4.

Energy Secretary Chris

Wright was back in the

United States from

Venezuela, and CBS reported

that Wright said the new oil

deal between the two nations

would bring gas prices down

… Continued on Page F2

The stadium that cut its beer to half price
to fill the seats by kickoff roared for the
man stumping from the stands for a bill The
Nation says threatens athletes' labor rights,
and the Senate is expected to pass it Monday.

PHOTO: TRUMP SET TO ATTEN D TEN N ESSEE-TEX AS FOOTBALL

GAME I N  KN OX VI LLE ( PHOTO VI A THE HI LL)

B Y  GUS

The Sports Desk

H O T  M I C  M O M E N T

Put me on the political

desk, because here is what

that stadium was rented to

sell. The top item on the

Senate's calendar for the two

weeks the House is gone is,

per NBC, an NCAA-backed

… Continued on Page S2

Labour conference arrests hundreds for
backing banned group, hears fascism
must be organized against, same day.
B Y  SAL

Staff Writer

Nearly 4,000 people have

been arrested in Britain for

supporting a group the gov-

ernment proscribed as a ter-

rorist organization in July

2025. The group is called

Palestine Action. Its members

have not been accused of any-

thing resembling the atroci-

ties the label usually points

to; the receipts describe paint

thrown and windows broken

at arms factories. Under the

Terrorism Act, holding a sign

that says you support the

group is treated as the same

category of offense as belong-

ing to it. That is the law as

written, fourteen months in.

… Continued on Page A2

I N V E S T I G A T I V E  R E P O R T I N G

THE FLOOR
NEVER FALLS

Chapter 4: The Plate

The D9 is a bulldozer. I want

to begin there, flatly, be-

cause everything that fol-

lows depends on a machine

whose catalogue entry is a

bulldozer and whose paper-

work, as we will see, is not.

The Israel Defense Forces

describe theirs on their own

website, in an article dated

… Continued on the Investigative Reporting page

Democrats vow to confront Israel's
annexation once they retake the House;
the deadline already outran the vote.
B Y  CHIP

Staff Writer

"Ready to confront." That's

the phrase. A promise like

that takes real commitment —

the commitment to make it

start later. Democrats say that

once they retake the House,

they will confront Israel on

human rights. I believe them:

a promise that only begins af-

ter an election nobody has

won yet is the safest promise

there is. It has no start date,

only a start condition, and

that condition belongs to the

voters, not to them. Which —

no, that's an alibi. Let me try

that again.

Here's what "not yet" has

looked like on the actual cal-

endar. On September 3rd,

… Continued on Page A3

T H E  C O N T R A C T

New York's Medicaid portal
grew from $177 million
to $1 billion without one
competing bid, legally
B Y  STERLING

The Ownership Desk

Eight hundred and

twenty-three million dollars

added to one contract, and

not a single competing bid —

you will have read that and

assumed a favour went

through a side door. Read the

exemption instead. A sole-

source award breaks no rule;

it is the clause by which a

state excuses itself from ask-

ing a second firm the price.

Sole source, mind you.

Source, not bid.

In 2023 the Hochul admin-

istration set out to fold the

Medicaid applications still

processed by counties into

… Continued on Page F6

NATO scrambles jets to keep Russian
planes out, invites Putin in for dinner
B Y  SAL

Staff Writer

In November 2015, a

Turkish F-16 put a Russian

Su-24 into the hills near the

Syrian border, the first time a

NATO member had killed a

Russian aircraft since the

1950s. One pilot was shot at by

local fighters while he hung in

his parachute and was found

dead on the ground; the other

pilot's fate was never con-

firmed after a rescue mission

failed to reach the site. That

was the doctrine, stated once

and rarely tested since: cross

into NATO airspace and you

can be shot down.

Eleven years later the al-

liance is still finding out

whether it means it. On

September 14, NATO fighter

jets shot down a drone over

Lithuania. The president

wouldn't name the owner out

loud, but the defense ministry

thanked the allies for the as-

sist, and Russia was the coun-

try everyone in the room was

thinking about without say-

ing. Ten days later, on

September 24, Finland and

Sweden scrambled jets to-

gether for the first time in ei-

ther country's history, send-

… Continued on Page A4

DA reopens Cornell gang-
rape probe three weeks
after 'Free p—y' became
a headline, not a warrant.
B Y  MITCH

Investigations

The docket in the Cornell

case runs order before ver-

dict, and the order is the

story. That same filing also

states that Cornell later of-

fered the accused men a

chance to "mitigate their con-

duct by submitting essays."

The document does not ex-

plain what an essay is meant

to fix. It only records that the

offer was made.

Two days later, a second

outlet ran the identical

clause. Two outlets, two days

apart, one text message, do-

ing the work of two separate

news cycles.

Clause by clause, the se-

quence reads: headline, then

… Continued on Page A5

❦  F R O M  T H E  M A I L B A G  ❦

Dear Vivian,

Sister, I love you to pieces, but isn't Iran calling the shots

now, and Trump is just wishing he had an inside joke

like Michael Scott on The Office?

⁂

— Regional Manager in Reading. Vivian answers on E5 ☞

E L E C T I O N  T I M E L I N E

Trump admits his war won't end by Election
Day; Rep. Himes says Iran now controls it.

PHOTO: THE HI LL

B Y  CHIP

Staff Writer

I have spent several edi-

tions now defending this

timeline, and the file does not

get lighter with use.

Start on September 9th.

The same day, at Joint Base

Andrews, he told a different

… Continued on Page A6

White House airs Trump's ad the weekend a senator
says officials shouldn't buy private ads with public money.

PHOTO: THE HI LL

B Y  RUTH

The Money Desk

The ledger opens on September 2,

when Delta Air Lines and American

Airlines told the White House they would

match its $1,000 federal contribution to

the Trump Accounts opened for their

employees' children. The account is a

federal program. The White House an-

nounced the corporate match itself, on

its own social media feed.

On September 22, Representative

Byron Donalds relaunched his campaign

website with several mentions of the

… Continued on Page F7

Trump dismisses
Anthropic's AI warnings,
then invites its CEO to
dinner at the White House.
B Y  SAL

Staff Writer

Bill Gates announced a

new coalition for global AI

access on September 21.

Three days later, on

September 24, he told NBC

the same technology was al-

ready "powerful enough" to

cause a billion deaths. By

September 27, on Meet the

Press, the comparison had

grown: getting the world to

cooperate on artificial intelli-

gence, he said, will be harder

than it was to get the United

States and the Soviet Union to

the table on nuclear

weapons.

The day before that inter-

view aired, Saturday,

September 26, Axios reported

… Continued on Page A7

Attorney general repeats the national
security excuse a judge already doubted,
then the president proves the judge right.
B Y  CHIP

Staff Writer

Let's start where the record

starts, because the record is

the whole defense here. On

September 19th, CNN, MS

NOW and Politico lost their

White House access. That's a

fact, not a framing. Whether it

counts as a ban or something

gentler is exactly what a fed-

eral court took up four days

later, on the 23rd, when Judge

Timothy Kelly asked a lawyer

for the media outlets chal-

lenging the ban whether na-

tional security could ever jus-

tify it. "Ever be a winner?" is

the phrase in the transcript. A

Trump appointee asking that

is worth sitting with.

… Continued on Page B1

One British arrest earns 'fantastic', becomes a foreseen
plot, then 'clearly' Iranian — all by Sunday night.
B Y  SAL

Staff Writer

Sunday morning, armed

police arrested five men near

RAF Fairford, the

Gloucestershire base that flies

U.S. strikes on Iran, after

three vehicles were reported

heading toward it overnight.

Bomb squads checked the

vans, roughly 85 households

were evacuated, and British

police opened the case under

the Explosives Act, on suspi-

cion of preparing a terrorist

act. Within hours, the presi-

dent had already used that

same arrest to justify his Iran

war.

A few hours after that, in

Chicago, the arrest changed

jobs again. "The arrest in the

U.K. was fantastic," the presi-

dent told reporters. "Working

with Britain, it was an amaz-

ing job." War justification ear-

lier in the day, trophy later in

the day — the same five men,

the same case, put to different

work depending on which

sentence needed them.

The same day, the case

moved a third time. The sus-

pects, the president said, had

been under watch for some

time, "looking to do big dam-

… Continued on Page A8

Same $994 check counted
down five times by one outlet:
15 days, then 8, 3, 2, then 4
B Y  RUTH

The Money Desk

On August 29th, the

Washington Examiner filed

"September Social Security

direct payment worth $994

goes out in three days." The

next morning, August 30th, it

filed the same payment again

— same $994, same

September first — headline

changed to "goes out in two

days." One day had passed.

The countdown had lost one

day.

The amount had not

moved between the two pay-

ments. Seven days later,

September 23rd, the same

October payment ran again,

this time at "goes out in 8

days."

Today's filing, dated this

… Continued on Page F8

T H E  C A P

Historically low refugee cap expands by
10,000 slots for white South Africans.
B Y  MITCH

Investigations

Congress has until

Wednesday — three days from

this paper — to reauthorize

the Lautenberg Amendment,

the program that resettles

persecuted religious minori-

ties fleeing Iran.

The same week, the admin-

istration sent Congress a dif-

ferent filing: the total refugee

cap for fiscal 2027. The

Washington Examiner re-

ports the notice went to

Congress on a Tuesday. It set

the ceiling at 17,500 slots. CBS

News, The Hill, and the

Washington Examiner all re-

ported the number the same

day, September 23, and all

three read the same line in-

… Continued on Page T2

Trump Jr.'s wife says the wedding gift needed no
explaining; the president explains it was repaid.
B Y  LOU

One More Question

Here's the list, in the order

I wrote it down.

September 14th: Bettina

Trump posts on Instagram

that a little clarity seems in

order, that the wedding gift

from Russian oligarch Umar

Kremlev was nothing to go

making headlines over. Same

day: Robert Garcia, the rank-

ing member on House

Oversight, presses the admin-

istration for answers about

what that oligarch's money

bought. September 15th:

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez

says the administration is

selling out every person in

this country. September 18th:

the president, asked about it

in the Oval Office, says his

son already paid Kremlev

back. September 27th — to-

day: Senator Thom Tillis goes

… Continued on Page A9

❦  F R O M  T H E  C O R N E R  ❦

Dutch

The State Department's own filing lists one number, 17,500,

and specifies the complexion of the people meant to fill it.

That is not a refugee ceiling, it is a family-reunion program

for the descendants of European settlers, run on paperwork

built to move people out of Iran's prisons. Because the ceil-

ing has one lever this year, the church committee that

spent the summer readying a family's Lautenberg sponsor-

ship folder gets it handed back unopened, and the co-spon-

sor line with your signature on it goes back in the parish

file drawer.

⁂

On Historically low refugee cap expands by 10,000 slots for white South

Africans. — the column, by Mitch

Fraud gets you convicted if it
buys a gold Cybertruck; it gets
760,000 people cut without one.
B Y  RUTH

The Money Desk

The word doing the work

this week is fraud, and it

turns out to mean two differ-

ent things depending on who

is holding it.

This week the Justice

Department got its conviction.

Kevin D. Curry, 64, ran a

Texas clinic that billed

TRICARE, the military's

health program, $26 million

for transcranial magnetic

stimulation sessions the

government's filing says he

did not perform. The kick-

backs went into a gold-plated

Tesla Cybertruck and what

the New York Post calls a lav-

ish lifestyle. That is what a

fraud case looks like when

… Continued on Page H2
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A S K  V I V I A N

“Sister, I love you to pieces,

but isn't Iran calling the

shots now, and Trump is just

wishing he had an inside

joke…” She answers on E5.

— this paper

§

§

“
I was saved by God to

make America great

again.”
— D O NALD  T RUM P, SE CO ND

INAUG URAL AD D RE SS, 20

JANUARY 2025

T H E  W I R E

Every right or mainstream

headline answered before it

renders.

— this paper

§

S O U R C E D  O R

S I L E N T

Open any fold. Every claim

linked, every link dated.

— this paper

“
Access to cheap goods is

not the essence of the

American dream”
— T RE ASURY SE CRE TARY

SCO T T  BE SSE NT, E CO NO M IC

CLUB O F NE W YO RK, 6 M ARCH

2025

P U L L  U P  A  S T O O L

Sal has never once been

wrong. Ask him yourself.

— this paper

§

“
I don't really care,

Margaret. I don't want

that person in my

country”
— VICE  PRE SID E NT  JD  VANCE ,

FACE  T HE  NAT IO N, 26

JANUARY 2025
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News, continued

the receipts: 6 stories ▾

§Labour conference arrests hundreds for backing banned group, hears fascism must be organized

against, same day.

the receipts: 5 stories ▾

§Democrats vow to confront Israel's annexation once they retake the House; the deadline already

outran the vote.

the receipts: 6 stories ▾

§NATO scrambles jets to keep Russian planes out, invites Putin in for dinner

the receipts: 4 stories ▾

§DA reopens Cornell gang-rape probe three weeks after 'Free p—y' became a headline, not a

warrant.

the receipts: 6 stories ▾

§Trump admits his war won't end by Election Day; Rep. Himes says Iran now controls it.

the receipts: 5 stories ▾

§One British arrest earns 'fantastic', becomes a foreseen plot, then 'clearly' Iranian — all by Sunday

night.



The wire

The wire

Everything the verdict was drawn from: left news, labor reporting and anti-monopoly journalism, gathered through the day from 43

outlets. Headlines link out to whoever wrote them. RSS.

T O D AY

Blanche says the White House banning reporters isn't a ban on reporters
Blanche reiterates national security concerns justify White House reporter ban

6 headlines on this story ▾

Democrats weigh a third impeachment of 'the most openly corrupt president in American history'
If Democrats Win Control of Congress in the Midterms, Will They Impeach Trump a Third Time?

11 headlines on this story ▾

Democrats are running an average of 11.5 points ahead of their 2024 baseline across 2026 special elections
Sen. John Fetterman says it's "entirely possible" Democrats take back Senate

2 headlines on this story ▾

Nearly 4,000 arrested for peacefully backing a banned protest group, one of them 94
94-year-old human rights lawyer among hundreds of protestors arrested in test of Burnham’s mettle

2 headlines on this story ▾

AI firms are investigating their own models after they hit US government websites
AI Giants Probe 'Tens of Thousands' of Security Incidents—Some Involving Government Sites

2 headlines on this story ▾

Mass shootings in the United States this year: 299
Three dead and four injured in Detroit strip club shooting, police say

2 headlines on this story ▾

The Pentagon has failed its audit eight years running - the only major federal agency never to pass one
Texas clinic owner convicted in $26M military health fraud tied to gold-plated Cybertruck

2 headlines on this story ▾

AP Top 25 poll: Florida climbs into top 10 in college football rankings after statement win over Ole Miss

3 headlines on this story ▾

But: Mass shootings in the United States this year: 299 Gun Violence Archive

Twelve teenagers shot at birthday party in Georgia: Sheriff

Washington Examiner RIGHT § 21:34 EDT

Twelve teenagers were shot in the early morning on Sunday after gunfire broke out at a birthday party in Macon, Georgia. Bibb

County Sheriff David Davis said at a press conference that local high school students congregated at the skate park at Carolyn

Crayton Park late Saturday night after being told to leave the Airbnb […]

Republicans funded ICE's $70 billion. Its raids are their problem.
ICE operations are making it hard for vulnerable Republicans fighting for their political survival

Politico MAINSTREAM § 10:00 EDT

Immigration enforcement in Kansas, Texas, Florida and beyond is forcing battleground Republicans to answer for the fallout.

Tennessee has held Christa Pike on death row nearly 30 years - and wants to execute her
The “Satanic Panic” Made Her a True-Crime Obsession. The Truth Is More Haunting.

The Intercept § 07:00 EDT

After 30 years on death row, Christa Pike faces execution for a grisly murder she committed at 18. The post The “Satanic Panic”

Made Her a True-Crime Obsession.

Bolsonaro gutted Brazil's film industry. Lula brought it back.
How Brazilian Cinema Survived Fascism

Jacobin § 09:46 EDT

Under Jair Bolsonaro, Brazil’s national cinema was gutted, censored, and left for dead. Then Lula returned — and so did the movies.

A judge suppressed evidence that his shot could have been a ricochet.
What the Prairieland Jury Never Got to Hear

The Intercept § 05:00 EDT

Lawyers for an anti-ICE protester tried to argue his shot was a ricochet. The theory was squashed by gaps in the evidence and a

judge’s suppression. The post What the Prairieland Jury Never Got to Hear appeared first on The Intercept .

Labour vowed to bring services in-house. Outsourcing firms made £6bn off them anyway.
Outsourcing Giants Made £6bn in Profit From UK’s Public Services Last Year

Novara Media § 05:00 EDT

Outsourcing companies made an estimated £6bn in profit from public services last year, with close to 11% of all public expenditure

going to these private firms. A new report by the think tank Common Wealth found that the public sector spent £129bn on services

provided by outsourcing firms, despite the Labour government pledging to bring…

Israel delays the vote until after its election on a settlement its own minister says will 'bury' Palestinian
statehood
Battle Over Illegal E1 Settlement in Occupied West Bank Escalates a Month Before Israeli Election

Common Dreams § 17:07 EDT

Israel's far-right finance minister and other settlers living in the illegally occupied West Bank fumed on Sunday after their country's

attorney general pushed a key deadline for the widely condemned E1 project until after the Israeli Knesset election. Although the

International Court of Justice, plus governments and human rights groups…

But: Democrats are running an average of 11.5 points ahead of their 2024 baseline across 2026 special elections MultiState Elections,

2026 special-election tracking

Sen. Mark Kelly says Democrats have to 'do a better job'

ABC News MAINSTREAM § 12:33 EDT

On "This Week," Sen. Mark Kelly discussed the midterms, war with Iran and AI.

T H E  RE S T  O F T H E  DAY’ S  WI RE 20 more items ▾

Y E S T E R D AY

Trump left for a football game as the Senate's deadline to pass the Protect College Sports Act neared
Live updates: Trump returns to White House after Texas-Tennessee game; Iran's proposal to reopen Strait of Hormuz rejected

11 headlines on this story ▾

Brazil's bishops accuse outsiders of meddling in Lula's re-election. X silenced them anyway.
X Blocks Account of National Conference of Bishops of Brasil As Catholics Back Lula

Payday Report § 17:09 EDT

Polls show Catholics backing Lula as the church denounces foreign interference.

Eritreans abroad voted her Miss World's pick. Eritreans at home can't vote at all.
Who gets to speak for Eritrea?

Africa Is a Country § 13:09 EDT

A diaspora vote won Snit Tewoldemedhin the People’s Choice Award at Miss World. But the freedom to choose is exactly what

Eritreans at home don’t have.

Idaho's renewable ban is costing landowners money. The county may reverse it.
A rural Idaho county banned renewables. It’s having second thoughts.

Grist § 09:00 EDT

Some residents oppose renewables. Others see property rights — and the chance to benefit from energy developments on their land

— as fundamental. This fall, county leaders will decide.

But: The median first-time homebuyer is now 40 years old, a record, with first-time buyers at a record-low 21% of the market
National Association of Realtors, 2025 Profile

Poll: Trump’s MAGA loyalists don’t think he has an affordability problem

Politico MAINSTREAM § 14:00 EDT

A recent POLITICO Poll found that cost of living concerns are reinforcing partisanship divides — and driving a wedge among

Republicans.

T H E  RE S T  O F T H E  DAY’ S  WI RE 9 more items ▾

F R I D AY

Netanyahu's speech empties the hall. The UN counts 12 Lebanese children killed or maimed daily.
Netanyahu Speech Triggers Mass Walkout at UN

2 headlines on this story ▾

Nigerian women's dating choices are shaped by poverty, not preference
The political economy of romance

Africa Is a Country § 22:51 EDT

eLDee’s latest single reignited an old debate about women, money, and dating in Nigeria. But no one really chooses these gendered

arrangements shaped by economic insecurity and unequal access to opportunity.

El-Sayed leads by 5 running as himself. Jackson trails by 3 running from the consultants.
The Consultants Will Kill You

Current Affairs § 16:56 EDT

The New York Times has a new article headlined “ Democrats Show Strength in Michigan Senate Race but Trail in Maine, Polls

Find. ” It highlights the divergent electoral prospects of two Democratic Senate candidates: Michigan’s Dr.

But: The ICJ ordered Israel in January 2024 to preserve evidence of alleged genocide in Gaza ICJ provisional measures order, 26 January 2024 (via

ASIL)

From Exhibit G: Surviving Image - "What is enough childhood for a people to stay alive? What image of childhood is enough for a people

to stay alive?"

Jewish Currents § 10:19 EDT

NSPM-7 at one year: Trump's playbook for surveilling, infiltrating and prosecuting the left
One year of NSPM-7: The Trump Administrations strategy to disrupt progressive and left wing voices

Liberation News § 18:26 EDT

Nearly a year later, it is clear that the document was not mere rhetoric. Rather, it has served as an operational blueprint to disrupt

and dismantle progressive and left wing organizations through surveillance, harassment, infiltration, and legal prosecution.

T H E  RE S T  O F T H E  DAY’ S  WI RE 25 more items ▾

T H U R S D AY

Tech cash bought the death of AI's risk-disclosure rule
AI Regulation Was Coming. Then Trump Killed It.

The Lever § 23:11 EDT

After a flood of tech industry cash, President Donald Trump killed a requirement that AI giants disclose their riskiest experiments

to national security officials. Now lawmakers are scrambling to catch up.

Texas cops followed him home and arrested him a week after he cussed at them
Watch Body Cam of Man Arrested for Just Cussing at a County Meeting

404 Media § 09:24 EDT

Cops followed EJ Carrion home and arrested him in his drive way one week after he said 'bullshit' at a county meeting in Texas.

AI doom stories are minting the trillion-dollar companies that tell them.
The AI extinction narrative is winning out

Blood in the Machine § 14:04 EDT

The x-risk of super intelligence going rogue must be addressed, and mint trillion dollar companies in the process. Plus: How

workers can beat the tech oligarchy

Fish and Wildlife just legalized killing endangered species - as long as it isn't on purpose
Benign Intentions Are Worthless

Current Affairs § 16:11 EDT

The Trump admi nistration is attempting to render the Endangered Species Act incapable of protecting endangered species. At the

moment, you’re not allowed to harm a federally protected animal. The Trump administration has reinterpreted the law to mean

that you can’t harm a federally protected animal on purpose.

T H E  RE S T  O F T H E  DAY’ S  WI RE 12 more items ▾

W E D N E S D AY

Senate Democrats move to sanction the 3,401-home settlement project splitting the West Bank in two
Senate Democrats Push Sanctions Over E1 Settlement Construction in Israeli-Occupied West Bank

2 headlines on this story ▾

Trump's signature law cut SNAP by $187 billion - the largest cut ever, hitting one in five American kids
Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Is Starting to Bite Before the Midterm Elections

6 headlines on this story ▾

The FBI's secret unit hacks targets' devices for a living. Now it's the target.
FBI Hack Exposed FBI’s Own Hacking Unit

404 Media § 18:15 EDT

The FBI's Remote Operations Unit (ROU) is a highly secretive team of hackers making exploits and tools to break into target’s

devices. Some of its members just got exposed.

Amazon workers have walked out three times since December, still no union
Amazon Workers Keep Walking Out

In These Times § 14:00 EDT

At a Riverside delivery station, workers have walked out three times since December as they organize without a recognized union.

But: Democrats are running an average of 11.5 points ahead of their 2024 baseline across 2026 special elections MultiState Elections,

2026 special-election tracking

Stupormajority

The Baffler § 09:20 EDT

Adam Jentleson’s “heterodoxy” won’t save the Democrats.

MAGA's operative, jailed on murder charges, ran Bolivia's government
Why Rodrigo Paz Is Trying to Distance Himself From “MAGA’s Man in Latin America”

Drop Site News § 15:53 EDT

Fernando Cerimedo, the far-right political operative jailed on murder charges in Bolivia, played a key role in President Rodrigo

Paz’s government.

T H E  RE S T  O F T H E  DAY’ S  WI RE 15 more items ▾

T U E S D AY

Vance's task force is a 'bullshit distraction' to strip 700,000 of healthcare, advocacy group says
Vance Fraud Task Force Condemned as ‘Smokescreen’ for Booting 700,000 More People Off Healthcare

2 headlines on this story ▾

Axios tried to manufacture a Senate scandal from a trap interview
Yes, The U.S. Is The World’s Biggest Terrorist

Current Affairs § 14:41 EDT

Outrage cycle #712 about Hasan Piker has begun. This time, it started with an interview Piker did with Alex Thompson of Axios.

Plenty in the media would clearly love to manufacture a “Jeremiah Wright”

But: The 2025 reconciliation law cut SNAP by $187 billion - the largest cut in the program's history, feeding one in five
American children Congressional Budget Office estimate, via CBPP SNAP tracker

Lawsuit targets 'medically frail' Medicaid work requirement exemption

The Hill MAINSTREAM § 17:39 EDT

A new lawsuit is challenging how the Trump administration plans to exempt medically frail people from Medicaid work

requirements. Medicaid enrollees, alongside several major health care advocacy organizations and the city of Columbus, Ohio, said

the administration’s final rule implementing work requirements is not what Congress intended.…

‘We Hacked the FBI:’ Hackers Say They Have Data on All FBI Employees
404 Media § 12:48 EDT

A sample of 5,000 alleged agents seen by 404 Media includes names, addresses, phone numbers, and details on FBI employees'

spouses.

The Modern Orthodox School Rally Against Mamdani Was a Reboot of the Soviet Jewry Movement - The ‘80s are back.
Jewish Currents § 16:39 EDT
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Senate bill would pay college athletes while locking them to their schools
This week on the Hill: Senate eyes final passage on college sports bill

The Hill MAINSTREAM § 17:00 EDT

With the House out of session for the final two weeks of September, the legislative spotlight is squarely on the Senate, where

lawmakers face a packed stretch of work on several of the GOP’s remaining priorities. On top of their agenda is legislation that

would create national rules for compensating college athletes, limiting transfers…

College football pressure index: Three coaches, two QBs and one coordinator under the gun in Week 4
CBS Sports § 18:14 EDT

These players and coaches are feeling the heat, roughly one quarter into the regular season
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UK's Palestine Action ban criminalizes signs that read 'I oppose genocide'
Hundreds Set to Defy Palestine Action Ban at Labour Party Conference

Novara Media § 11:32 EDT

Hundreds of people will hold signs reading ‘I oppose genocide, I support Palestine Action’ outside the first Labour party conference

since Andy Burnham came to power, campaigners have said. The action – planned by Defend Our Juries (DOJ) for the opening day

of the Liverpool conference on 27 September – is expected to result in […]

Cornell offered accused gang-rapists a chance to 'mitigate' their case with an essay, lawsuit says
Cornell frat bros gang-rape student, texting, ‘Free p—y’ during sick assault: shocking lawsuit

New York Post RIGHT § 14:22 EDT

The elite school later offered the accused frat boys the chance to “mitigate their conduct by submitting essays,'' according to the

deeply disturbing filing.

Russian oligarch funded Trump Jr.'s lavish wedding amid ethics, foreign-influence concerns. Trump says
it's repaid.
Trump says son paid back Russian oligarch for wedding gift

The Hill MAINSTREAM § 17:05 EDT

President Trump said Friday that his son Donald Trump Jr. paid back the Russian oligarch who funded some of his lavish wedding

celebrations after concerns flared over ethics violations and potential influences from foreign adversaries. President Trump was

asked in the Oval Office whether it was appropriate that his son accepted the gift…

Ted Cruz's bill would strip college athletes of their labor rights
We Need to Protect College Sports From Ted Cruz

The Nation § 13:20 EDT

Elie Mystal In this week’s Elie v. U.S ., our justice correspondent looks at the many ways Cruz’s bill threatens athletes’ labor rights.

Plus: why our mail-in voting nightmare isn’t over.
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Trump launched an unauthorized war. Families are paying $1,760 for it.
US Energy Consumers Have Spent $121 Billion Extra Since Trump Launched Iran War: Moody's

3 headlines on this story ▾

US airstrikes killed at least 178 civilians in Iran, UN mission finds — and calls it war crimes
UN Suspects US War Crimes in Iran

Novara Media § 15:21 EDT

A UN fact-finding mission has reported that two US airstrikes which killed at least 178 civilians in Iran constitute war crimes. Plus:

Andy Burnham says he is “determined” to hit net zero by 2050, Sweden’s left-of-centre coalition wins the general election,

Netanyahu is pushing to strip IDF critics of their citizenship, and the…

But: The Pentagon has failed its audit eight years running - the only major federal agency never to pass one Military Times, 19 December

2025

Senate Democrats, minus Fetterman, urge Hegseth to provide receipt for Iran war costs

The Hill MAINSTREAM § 18:03 EDT

All of the Democrats in the Senate — excluding Pennsylvania Sen. John Fetterman — signed an open letter to Defense Secretary Pete

Hegseth, pressing him to give Congress a cost breakdown of the war in Iran. The letter, although largely symbolic, reflects the

frustration of many Democrats in Congress over what they perceive as a...

But: The Pentagon has failed its audit eight years running - the only major federal agency never to pass one Military Times, 19 December

2025

Tillis supports Hegseth impeachment resolution: 'He needs to go'

The Hill MAINSTREAM § 22:33 EDT

Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.), who voted to confirm Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, is renewing his call for President Trump to fire the

Pentagon chief after Army Secretary Dan Driscoll resigned. “He needs to go, whether it ’s impeachment or the most expedient route

— just the president to replace him — would be great,”

UN: US knowingly bombed civilian sites in Iran, killing 123 children
UN Inquiry Finds US Strike on Minab, Iran, That Killed 123 Children Was War Crime

Truthout § 15:50 EDT

The US targeted “clearly identifiable” civilian sites in Minab and Lamerd, killing over 100 children, the UN found.

T H E  RE S T  O F T H E  DAY’ S  WI RE 1 more items ▾
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Shell, BP and Saudi Aramco's record profits from the Iran war fund the industry's record PR blitz, says
Clean Creatives
Fossil Fuel Advertising Contracts Hit Record High as Big Oil Pockets Billions From Iran War

Common Dreams § 16:45 EDT

The fossil fuel industry is raking in big profits thanks to President Donald Trump's illegal war with Iran, and a new analysis finds

that it's plugging a sizable chunk of these gains into propaganda. A report published by Clean Creatives on Wednesday reveals that

fossil fuel firms across the world have "engaged 802 advertising and PR…

Johnson adjourned Congress a day after Massie filed impeachment articles saying Hegseth's strikes killed
150 children in Iran
Did Johnson Just Adjourn Congress for 7 Weeks to Avoid Massie's Impeachment Articles Against Hegseth?

Common Dreams § 15:27 EDT

US House Speaker Mike Johnson said Wednesday that with seven weeks to go until Election Day, it was time for lawmakers to "go

home to their districts and make the case to the American people"—a day earlier than scheduled. But with the US public

overwhelmingly disapproving of President Donald Trump's war in Iran and demanding…

11 gates ring a Palestinian town. Only one opens, 8am to 5pm, farmer says
"The Elimination Project": Israel's Systematic Dismantling of Palestinian Life in West Bank: B'Tselem

Democracy Now! § 08:26 EDT

A major new report by the Israeli human rights group B’Tselem titled “The Elimination Project” accuses Israel of “dramatically

intensifying its attacks on every aspect of Palestinian life in the West Bank.” “For too long, Israel’s policies in the West Bank have

been treated or looked at as isolated events,”

Since 2025, Trump Made More Stock Trades Than All 535 Congress Members Combined
Truthout § 17:27 EDT

This amounts to more than 80 trades per market day for the president in his first 17 months back in office.
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Massie Moves to Force Impeachment Vote Against Hegseth, Citing Civilian Deaths
Truthout § 15:48 EDT

The Republican lawmaker cited incidents like the US’s elementary school massacre in Minab, Iran, early in the war.
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But: "We've got to get rid of the $19 trillion in debt" - Trump promised it done in eight years, March 2016 The Washington Post, 31 March

2016 interview

Top Republicans didn’t expect Trump’s dividends. Now they’re scrambling.

Politico MAINSTREAM § 18:33 EDT

As they gathered in Dallas, GOP lawmakers wavered from full-on embrace to full-on avoidance of the president’s promise of $5,000

checks to Americans.

Paying voters $5K is a crime under two federal laws - and grounds for impeachment
Trump Promises Americans $5K Checks If GOP Wins Midterms, Raising Legal Questions

Truthout § 13:39 EDT

Two federal statutes forbid paying people to vote, and the Constitution lists bribery as an impeachable offense.

"Reign of Terror: How the 9/11 Era Destabilized America and Produced Trump": Spencer Ackerman
Democracy Now! § 08:45 EDT

“The 'war on terror' was always a construct to be waged, never quite to be ended.” We discuss the origins and impacts of the global

“war on terror,” launched by the U.S.

Ansarallah advances on Bab al-Mandab; Trump offers to pay Americans $5,000 for midterm votes; U.S. kills 3 in Caribbean
boat strike
Drop Site News § 10:34 EDT

Drop Site Daily: September 10, 2026

235 items on the wire, from 43 outlets. None of it is written here — for that, see the record.

https://fromeach.com/wire.xml
https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/reports/mass-shooting
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/crime/4744575/teenagers-shot-birthday-party-georgia-sheriff/
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/09/27/ice-crackdown-immigration-republicans-midterms-01093912
https://theintercept.com/2026/09/27/christa-pike-execution-women-death-row/
https://jacobin.com/2026/09/how-brazilian-cinema-survived-fascism
https://theintercept.com/2026/09/27/prairieland-appeal-gun-bullet-ricochet-benjamin-song/
https://novaramedia.com/2026/09/27/outsourcing-giants-made-6bn-in-profit-from-uks-public-services-last-year/
https://www.commondreams.org/news/e1-plan-settlement-west-bank
https://www.multistate.us/elections/special-elections-2026
https://www.multistate.us/elections/special-elections-2026
https://abcnews.com/Politics/sen-mark-kelly-democrats-job-good-midterm-showing/story?id=136794739
https://paydayreport.com/x-blocks-account-of-national-conference-of-bishops-of-brasil-as-catholics-back-lula/
https://africasacountry.com/2026/09/who-gets-to-speak-for-eritrea
https://grist.org/energy/a-rural-idaho-county-banned-renewables-its-having-second-thoughts/
https://www.nar.realtor/press-releases/first-time-home-buyer-share-falls-to-historic-low-of-21-median-age-rises-to-40
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/09/26/poll-affordability-trump-maga-splits-01086222
https://africasacountry.com/2026/09/the-political-economy-of-romance
https://www.currentaffairs.org/news/the-consultants-will-kill-you
https://www.asil.org/ILIB/icj-orders-provisional-measures-south-africa-v-israel
https://www.asil.org/ILIB/icj-orders-provisional-measures-south-africa-v-israel
https://jewishcurrents.org/from-exhibit-g
https://liberationnews.org/one-year-of-nspm-7-the-trump-administrations-strategy-to-disrupt-progressive-and-left-wing-voices/
https://www.levernews.com/ai-regulation-was-coming-then-trump-killed-it/
https://www.404media.co/watch-body-cam-of-man-arrested-for-just-cussing-at-a-county-meeting/
https://www.bloodinthemachine.com/p/how-the-stories-about-all-powerful
https://www.currentaffairs.org/news/benign-intentions-are-worthless
https://www.404media.co/fbi-hack-exposed-fbis-own-hacking-unit-remote-operations-shinyhunters/
https://inthesetimes.com/article/amazon-workers-walk-out-riverside-california
https://www.multistate.us/elections/special-elections-2026
https://www.multistate.us/elections/special-elections-2026
https://thebaffler.com/latest/stupormajority-lehmann
https://www.dropsitenews.com/p/fernando-cerimedo-rodrigo-paz-trump-rubio
https://www.currentaffairs.org/news/yes-the-u.s.-is-the-worlds-biggest-terrorist
https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/snap-tracker-people-are-losing-food-assistance-as-the-republican-megabill
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/6105262-lawsuit-trump-medicaid-work-requirements/
https://www.404media.co/we-hacked-the-fbi-hackers-say-they-have-data-on-all-fbi-employees/
https://jewishcurrents.org/the-modern-orthodox-school-rally-against-mamdani-was-a-reboot-of-the-soviet-jewry-movement
https://thehill.com/newsletters/this-week-on-the-hill/6099111-senate-protect-college-sports-act-heidi-overton-fda/
https://www.cbssports.com/college-football/news/college-football-pressure-index-week-4-coaches-qbs-coordinator/
https://novaramedia.com/2026/09/18/hundreds-set-to-defy-palestine-action-ban-at-labour-party-conference/
https://nypost.com/2026/09/18/us-news/cornell-frat-bros-gang-rape-student-texting-free-p-y-during-sick-assault-shocking-lawsuit/
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/6098914-donald-trump-jr-umar-kremlev-wedding-gift-paid-back/
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/newsletter-we-need-to-protect-college-sports-from-ted-cruz/
https://novaramedia.com/2026/09/17/un-suspects-us-war-crimes-in-iran/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2025/12/19/pentagon-fails-financial-audit-for-8th-year-in-a-row/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2025/12/19/pentagon-fails-financial-audit-for-8th-year-in-a-row/
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/6096879-senate-democrats-demand-iran-war-costs/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2025/12/19/pentagon-fails-financial-audit-for-8th-year-in-a-row/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2025/12/19/pentagon-fails-financial-audit-for-8th-year-in-a-row/
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/6097194-tillis-calls-for-hegseth-impeachment/
https://truthout.org/articles/un-inquiry-finds-us-strike-on-minab-iran-that-killed-123-children-was-war-crime/
https://www.commondreams.org/news/fossil-fuel-profits-advertising
https://www.commondreams.org/news/impeach-hegseth
http://www.democracynow.org/2026/9/16/btselem
https://truthout.org/articles/since-2025-trump-made-more-stock-trades-than-all-535-congress-members-combined/
https://truthout.org/articles/massie-moves-to-force-impeachment-vote-against-hegseth-citing-civilian-deaths/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/fact-checker/wp/2016/04/02/trumps-nonsensical-claim-he-can-eliminate-19-trillion-in-debt-in-eight-years/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/fact-checker/wp/2016/04/02/trumps-nonsensical-claim-he-can-eliminate-19-trillion-in-debt-in-eight-years/
https://www.politico.com/news/2026/09/10/republicans-split-trump-payouts-midterms-01071816
https://truthout.org/articles/trump-promises-americans-5k-checks-if-gop-wins-midterms-raising-legal-questions/
http://www.democracynow.org/2026/9/10/spencer_ackerman_911_war_on_terror
https://www.dropsitenews.com/p/yemen-ansarallah-bab-mandab-trump-midterm-votes-us-caribbean-boat-strike
https://fromeach.com/notes.html


PA G E  F 4 F R O M§ E A C H T H E  B R E A K FA S T  E D I T I O N  —  2 7  S E P T E MB E R  2 0 2 6

The president priced a Republican Congress at $5,000 an adult,
the Treasury secretary told the House the department is examining
whether Congress is needed, and 750,000 Americans lost their
health coverage that week.

By MORT

T H E  R E C O R D S B UR E AU

“Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Is Starting to Bite Before the Midterm Elections”, 23 September 2026 ( PHOTO VI A THE N EW Y ORK TI MES — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  The president promised $5,000 checks if Republicans keep Congress, and Treasury said it is examining paying without a vote.

WHO GETS PAID.  Republican candidates in tight races get a $5,000 promise to run on; the vice president carried it to Kansas for Senator Marshall the

same week.

WHAT SLIPS.  Congress's power to decide what the Treasury spends slips if the department can mail $1.3 trillion without a vote.

WHAT'S NEXT.  The checks are promised for November and the coverage 750,000 people lost ended in September; the president's own precedent is the

$1,776 checks that went to service members.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

The authorization requirement — the plain old

arrangement in which Congress votes and then the

Treasury spends — died Tuesday in a hearing room,

before lunch. It is survived by an examination at the

Treasury Department. A rule dies and no casserole

comes. That is the shit of it: it takes two sentences

and a lunch break.

Here is the week, laid out the way we lay these

out.…

…(cont) On Wednesday the ninth, at the party's

midterm convention in Dallas, the president said

American adults would receive $5,000 if Republicans

keep control of Congress come November. By Thursday

the tenth the Washington Examiner had an explainer up

— "Trump's promised $5,000 'dividend' checks: What to

know" — the sort of clean work a paper does when it be-

lieves something is going to happen. Late that

Wednesday, hours after the president spoke, Bret Baier

put the total to the vice president on Fox, roughly $1.3

trillion, and said critics would call it bribing voters. "I

can hear the critics' heads exploding," Baier told Vance.

Then the objections came in on schedule, from his

own side, which is how the arrangement was supposed

to work. Friday, Susan Collins called the proposal "ex-

traordinarily costly" and noted it carried no income cap.

Saturday, at the Kansas State Fair, a debate moderator

put the cost at $1.2 trillion and asked the two candidates

where they stood; Roger Marshall appeared to shift.

Sunday, Mike Flood said the priority should be funding

the troops and replenishing stocks amid the Iran war.

Lawler, the same day, deflected and asked how you pay

for it. The Hill printed Monday what the president had

said Sunday outside Air Force One: the checks will "hap-

pen 100 percent" if the GOP keeps its majority. That

same Monday, National Review called the dividend

reckless and said the checks would make inflation

worse and echo the sort of "socialism" the president de-

cries, and Guy Benson said on Fox News that conserva-

tives would scream "bloody murder" if a Democratic

president offered a dividend to maintain power. Also

that Monday, MAGA Inc. deployed the vice president to

Kansas to help Marshall, whose race the Cook Political

Report rates likely Republican.

Six days of arguing about the price. That part is

penny-ante.

By Tuesday The Hill had the fiscal hawks on the

record: they would not support giving away money to

people who don't work or pay taxes. And on Tuesday,

before the House Financial Services Committee,

Secretary Bessent said Treasury was examining whether

the money could be issued without authorization from

Congress. In the same testimony he defended a faltering

bond-market intervention. That was the death. Not a

vote lost, not a bill killed — a department saying out

loud that it is looking into whether the vote is required,

while the members whose votes it needed were still on

television explaining they would not give them.

Senator Bernie Moreno was still trying it the long

way, with legislation, funded through market access

fees. Somebody ought to note that. It used to be the only

way, and a whippersnapper reading this in ten years

will want to know it was tried.

The authorization requirement is survived by

750,000 Americans removed from their health cover-

age. Your check is promised for November. The cover-

age ended in September.

It is preceded in death by the $1,776 checks that went

to service members, which the president offered as the

precedent for this one.

In lieu of flowers, ask whoever wants your vote in

November to say, on the record and before any check is

printed, whether the Treasury may spend money

Congress has not voted.

T H E  R E C E I P T S

Many Americans are relying on multiple forms of credit to cover expenses. When is it a warning sign?
CBS News MAINSTREAM § 09:15 EDT

Using several types of credit isn't always a problem, but certain patterns signal that your debt is unsustainable.

Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Is Starting to Bite Before the Midterm Elections

Trump's signature law cut SNAP by $187 billion - the largest cut ever, hitting one in five American kids
The New York Times MAINSTREAM § 11:45 EDT

The tax cuts in President Trump’s signature achievement were the Republicans’ answer to voters’ economic struggles, but its health

care and food assistance cuts are taking a toll.

Trump Promises Americans $5K Checks If GOP Wins Midterms, Raising Legal Questions

Paying voters $5K is a crime under two federal laws - and grounds for impeachment
Truthout § 13:39 EDT

Two federal statutes forbid paying people to vote, and the Constitution lists bribery as an impeachable offense.

But: "We've got to get rid of the $19 trillion in debt" - Trump promised it done in eight years, March 2016 The Washington Post, 31 March

2016 interview

Top Republicans didn’t expect Trump’s dividends. Now they’re scrambling.

Politico MAINSTREAM § 18:33 EDT

As they gathered in Dallas, GOP lawmakers wavered from full-on embrace to full-on avoidance of the president’s promise of $5,000

checks to Americans.

'Sickening and Unacceptable': Anger Mounts as Trump and Vance Gleefully Rip Healthcare From 750,000

Vance touts a $2.2 billion health care cut for 750,000. The ballroom cost $400 million.
Common Dreams § 10:44 EDT

Anger and alarm are growing over the Trump administration's Tuesday announcement that it is removing at least 750,000 people

from their Affordable Care Act coverage because they were "fraudulently" enrolled, a claim that drew deep skepticism from health

policy experts and advocates. Cynthia Cox, senior vice president at KFF, said fraud…

Ansarallah advances on Bab al-Mandab; Trump offers to pay Americans $5,000 for midterm votes; U.S. kills 3 in Caribbean
boat strike
Drop Site News § 10:34 EDT

Drop Site Daily: September 10, 2026

· Trump gave ‘the red meat,’ Vance was playing for independents: Bob Cusack from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

· Fox News’s Baier presses Vance on Trump’s $5K dividend promise from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Pritzker: Vance is Trump's 'chief bootlicker' from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

· Bessent Defends Faltering Bond Market Intervention from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Bessent says Treasury is ‘examining’ ability to cut $5,000 checks without Congress from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Bessent’s move to tamp down rising rates backfires as bond yields jump, stocks tumble from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

· The bond market is revolting — and your mortgage is the first casualty from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

· Fiscal hawks skeptical of Bessent’s claim that US can ‘grow our way out’ of $40 trillion debt from the morgue, 27 Aug

2026

· Bessent blasts Warren’s ‘sciolistic’ letter about yen policy from the morgue, 29 Aug 2026

· Soros-funded Philadelphia district attorney insinuates Trump is a ‘35-time felon,’ calling $5,000 dividend a bribe

from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Soros-funded Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner’s terrible, horrible, no good, very bad Thursday from the

morgue, 31 Aug 2026

· Voters have a blunt message for Trump about his idea to dole out $5,000 checks from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Why Donald Trump has a Joe Biden problem from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Does Trump have a 'Biden problem' on the economy? from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Trump’s $5,000 dividend falls flat with GOP senators from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Trump sees backlash over $5K dividend pledge from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump plan to raise debt limit on shaky ground from the morgue, 26 Aug 2026

· 5 things to know about Trump's $5K dividend pledge from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Vance strikes back at concern $5,000 Trump dividend will stoke debt: ‘Wealth will go back to the people’ from the

morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Marshall backtracks on support for $5,000 Trump dividend in Kansas Senate debate from the morgue, 12 Sep 2026

· Vance and MAGA Inc. work to defend Roger Marshall in redder Kansas from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

· Roger Marshall Sued 700 Patients for Debts; 81 Were Arrested. Now He’s a Senator. from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

· Conservatives would scream ‘bloody murder’ if Democratic president offered dividend to maintain power: Guy

Benson from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

· Will Trump's payout promises boost Republican appeal to white women? from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

· Republicans need a Reagan-style vision to win the battle over America's future from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

· Trump’s promised $5,000 ‘dividend’ checks: What to know from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump’s Reckless $5,000 ‘Dividend’ from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

· Republicans bet the House on Trump from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

· Axelrod dismisses the idea of the proposed $5000 ‘Trump dividend’ from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump pledges $5K 'Trump dividend' if Republicans hold onto Congress from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump says $5K dividend checks to Americans will 'happen 100 percent' from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

· Lawler deflects on supporting Trump's $5K dividend pledge: 'How do you pay for it?' from the morgue, 13 Sep 2026

· GOP rep says priority 'needs to be the military,' not $5K checks from the morgue, 13 Sep 2026

· Susan Collins calls Trump’s $5,000 dividend proposal with no cap ‘extraordinarily costly’ from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

· Bret Baier presses Paxton on Trump $5K dividend payment support from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

· Gavin Newsom calls Trump’s $5K voter payout ‘bulls—’ and a ‘desperate’ power grab from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

· Trump pitches $5,000 checks, but only if GOP wins House and Senate from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump's $5,000 payments would reignite inflation, economists say from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Why Trump's promised $5,000 payments to Americans are unlikely to happen from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Bond yields rise modestly after Trump's dividend pledge from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump promises Obamacare rebates to people in swing states from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Steve Scalise says details of $5,000 dividends would "obviously have to be worked out by Congress" from the morgue,

10 Sep 2026

· Trump’s $5,000 dividend pledge divides Republicans over spending from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Many Republicans skeptical about Trump plan to tie $5,000 dividends to GOP wins from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Anger Grows Over 'Pathological Liar-in-Chief' Donald Trump's $5,000 Midterm Bribes from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Spiking Bond Yields Pay the Rich and Squeeze Everyone Else from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

· Trump-aligned group releases first midterm ads — and they’re all about him from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

· The Memo: Bond market turmoil heightens midterm risks for Trump and GOP from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

· Trump’s Plan To Cut $5,000 Checks For Americans Not Landing With Many Midterm Convention Attendees from the

morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Texas Democrat Gina Hinojosa backs Trump’s $5,000 dividend but rejects conditional payout from the morgue, 10 Sep

2026

· Voters may accept Trump’s bribes, but the bond markets aren’t biting from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· In Trump's Second Term, Average US Family Forced to Spend $3,800 More on Essentials from the morgue, 27 Aug 2026

· Why not to bank on Trump's $5,000 dividend checks happening from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump shares details on $5,000 dividend with CBS News Texas from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Some Republicans Balk at Trump’s $5,000 ‘Dividend’ Offer from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· The political risk behind Trump’s $5,000 pledge: From the Politics Desk from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Bob Cusack raises concerns over Trump’s $5,000 check proposal: ‘Deficits matter, debt matters’ from the morgue, 10 Sep

2026

· Global sell-off in government bonds intensifies from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

· Trump vs. the Bond Market from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

· The United States House of Representatives passes the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 by 227 votes to 203. After being

sent to the United States Senate for a vote, the Senate's parliamentarian found tha from the morgue, 19 Dec 2017

· The attorney general of New York announces she is suing the Donald J. Trump Foundation and its directors,

President Donald Trump, Donald Trump, Jr., Ivanka Trump and Eric Trump. (CNBC) from the morgue, 14 Jun 2018

· Trump gambles big on midterm elections with convention spotlight from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

· Vulnerable Republicans divided over wisdom of Trump’s midterm convention from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

· Republican strategist knocks Trump for not spending more on GOP candidates from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

· Republicans ready for 'very hasty' 'Trump-a-palooza' convention in Texas from the morgue, 30 Aug 2026

· Some Republicans are planning to skip Trump’s GOP convention from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

· Trump promises $5,000 ‘dividend’ for adult Americans if Republicans win midterms from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump claims $5,000 midterm dividends wouldn't need congressional approval from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump's $5,000 dividend checks would come with a major catch under GOP senator's plan from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump faces reckoning as GOP figures label $5K promise a 'socialist vote-buying scheme' from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump’s proposed $5,000 dividend blindsides Congress, angers fiscal conservatives: ‘A dangerous arms race’ from

the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump Wants to Give Out $5,000 Checks. It Would Cost More Than $1 Trillion. from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump's Republican midterm convention included $5,000 pitch and Iran war expectations from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Treasury boosts debt buyback cap to $6 billion from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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Priced by the budget office at $38 billion, a figure it calls
conservative, the war is being paid at the pump by the farmer who
voted for it and now says he can't stay in business.

By CHIP

STA F F  W R I T E R

“Senate Democrats, minus Fetterman, urge Hegseth to provide receipt for Iran war costs”, 17 September 2026 ( PHOTO VI A THE HI LL — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  The budget office priced the Iran war at $38 billion and called the number conservative.

WHO GETS PAID.  Energy sellers collected the $121 billion households paid extra since the war began, $1,760 a household by Moody's count.

WHAT SLIPS.  Every Senate Democrat but one had to write a letter to get the war's cost, and senators with clearances left the briefing without answers.

WHAT'S NEXT.  If Congress keeps asking by letter, the war keeps its own calendar; that is what Congress got after March 2019: both chambers voted to

end the Yemen war, the veto held, the war ran 21 more months. This one is already scheduled past the midterms.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

The line is farmers first, and the line holds. Walk

the week with me and you will see it holds.

Tuesday the 15th, the Congressional Budget

Office closed its books and priced the war at $38 bil-

lion. In a federal budget that is a rounding er— it is

not a rounding error, I would never say that, it is $38

billion of real money, and the Budget Office calls

that figure conservative. Conservative is our word. It

means careful. It also means the number has room

to go up, which is not the point I was making. The

point I was making is that we are careful.…

…(cont) Wednesday the 16th, the Speaker sent the

House home a day earlier than scheduled for a seven-

week recess so members could "go home to their dis-

tricts and make the case to the American people."

Representative Massie, of our own party, says the early

adjournment blocked his impeachment effort against

the Secretary. Both things can be true. One of them is a

calendar. Also Wednesday, Truthout reported the

President has made more stock trades since 2025 than

all 535 members of Congress combined, more than 80

trades per market day in his first 17 months. That is con-

fidence in American markets, and confidence is what

the farmer needs right now, which is a sentence I would

like back.

Thursday the 17th, Moody's Analytics estimated that

U.S. consumers have spent $121 billion extra on energy

alone since the war began less than eight months ago,

an average of $1,760 a household. That is not policy,

that is the market, and the market moved because Iran

shut commercial shipping traffic in the Strait of Hormuz

in response to our strikes, which is context, and context

is not causation, and I would appreciate it if you cut the

second half of that clause.

Also Thursday, the U.N. fact-finding mission on Iran

said it found "reasonable grounds" that the U.S. military

committed war crimes in two airstrikes inside Iran, and

The New York Times reported the mission found that

mistakes leading to the deaths of more than a hundred

children "went beyond negligence." The same mission

accused Iran's government of crimes against humanity

against its own citizens. The White House responded to

the report. I want the whole record in the room, and

that is the whole record.

That same Thursday, every Senate Democrat except

Senator Fetterman signed an open letter to Secretary

Hegseth pressing him for a cost breakdown of the war.

The Hill called it largely symbolic and said it reflects

frustration. Also Thursday, Pentagon policy chief

Elbridge Colby briefed the Senate Armed Services

Committee behind closed doors, and lawmakers of both

parties came out saying they did not get clear answers

on the National Defense Strategy or the ongoing war.

Our own senators. So the people with the clearances

cannot get the number either, which is — that is a brief-

ing problem, not a war problem. A Fox News poll the

same day found 71 percent think the administration

lacks a plan to end the Iran war and 60 percent now call

the military action the wrong decision. Polls move.

Thursday the President told Axios' Barak Ravid: "I

have a big decision coming up. Do I want to go in and

annihilate them, or do I not? It's a big decision.

Anything could happen with me."

Friday the 18th, Matt Bell, who has farmed in North

Carolina for more than half his life and voted for the

President, told CBS News that farmers are "all just in sur-

vival mode," that they were "sold a bill of goods," and

that "I can't stay in business." Friday, Senator Tillis, who

voted to confirm the Secretary, said: "He needs to go."

Costco has capped motor oil purchases.

The line is farmers first. The Budget Office says $38

billion, conservatively. Mr. Bell says survival mode.

Both figures are official.

T H E  R E C E I P T S

But: The Pentagon has failed its audit eight years running - the only major federal agency never to pass one Military Times, 19 December

2025

Senate Democrats, minus Fetterman, urge Hegseth to provide receipt for Iran war costs

The Hill MAINSTREAM § 18:03 EDT

All of the Democrats in the Senate — excluding Pennsylvania Sen. John Fetterman — signed an open letter to Defense Secretary Pete

Hegseth, pressing him to give Congress a cost breakdown of the war in Iran. The letter, although largely symbolic, reflects the

frustration of many Democrats in Congress over what they perceive as a...

US Energy Consumers Have Spent $121 Billion Extra Since Trump Launched Iran War: Moody's

Trump launched an unauthorized war. Families are paying $1,760 for it.
Common Dreams § 13:36 EDT

A recently published economic analysis estimates that President Donald Trump’s illegal war with Iran has cost US consumers an

average of $1,760 per household—including a total of $121 billion in extra spending on energy alone—since the conflict began less

than 8 months ago. The war, which Trump launched without congressional…

Farmer who voted for Trump says farmers are "all just in survival mode"
CBS News MAINSTREAM § 23:45 EDT

Matt Bell said he initially supported Trump's policies but now feels he and other farmers were "sold a bill of goods" that there was a

plan to "put America's farmers and ranchers first."

UN Inquiry Finds US Strike on Minab, Iran, That Killed 123 Children Was War Crime

UN: US knowingly bombed civilian sites in Iran, killing 123 children
Truthout § 15:50 EDT

The US targeted “clearly identifiable” civilian sites in Minab and Lamerd, killing over 100 children, the UN found.

U.N. experts say U.S. may have committed war crimes with 2 Iran strikes
CBS News MAINSTREAM § 08:10 EDT

U.N.-commissioned rights experts say there are "reasonable grounds" to believe the U.S. committed war crimes with strikes that killed

scores of Iranian civilians.

Massie says he’s convinced enough Republicans to pass Epstein Files II discharge petition

Republican leaders sent Congress home for seven weeks. Massie says he already has the votes for an
Epstein files vote.
Washington Examiner RIGHT § 20:19 EDT

Rep. Thomas Massie (R-KY) announced Thursday that four Republicans, including him, have signed the Epstein Files II discharge

petition and expressed confidence it will pass the House. The news comes after House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) sent lawmakers

home for a seven-week recess ahead of the midterm elections.

Massie Moves to Force Impeachment Vote Against Hegseth, Citing Civilian Deaths
Truthout § 15:48 EDT

The Republican lawmaker cited incidents like the US’s elementary school massacre in Minab, Iran, early in the war.

Trump Says 'Big Decision' Coming on Whether to 'Annihilate' Iran

UN finds 'reasonable grounds' US already committed war crimes in Iran, killing 120 children
Common Dreams § 23:01 EDT

President Donald Trump on Thursday said he is weighing whether or not to "annihilate" Iran in a renewed effort to end the illegal

201-day US-Israeli war of choice, musings that came on the heels of a report by United Nations experts who said the United States

likely committed war crimes during earlier attacks on the Middle East nation.…

Did Johnson Just Adjourn Congress for 7 Weeks to Avoid Massie's Impeachment Articles Against Hegseth?

Johnson adjourned Congress a day after Massie filed impeachment articles saying Hegseth's strikes killed
150 children in Iran
Common Dreams § 15:27 EDT

US House Speaker Mike Johnson said Wednesday that with seven weeks to go until Election Day, it was time for lawmakers to "go

home to their districts and make the case to the American people"—a day earlier than scheduled. But with the US public

overwhelmingly disapproving of President Donald Trump's war in Iran and demanding…

But: The Pentagon has failed its audit eight years running - the only major federal agency never to pass one Military Times, 19 December

2025

Pentagon No. 3 frustrates senators in closed-door briefing on Iran war, Trump defense strategy

The Hill MAINSTREAM § 18:06 EDT

Democratic and Republican lawmakers alike emerged Thursday from a closed-door briefing frustrated by what they said was a lack

of clear answers from Pentagon policy chief Elbridge Colby on the Trump administration’s National Defense Strategy and the

ongoing Iran war. The briefing with the Senate Armed Services Committee started off…

Farmer who voted for Trump says "I can't stay in business" amid rising costs
CBS News MAINSTREAM § 23:34 EDT

Matt Bell has been farming in North Carolina for more than half his life. He voted for President Trump but said farmers are "fighting

for survival" as they combat rising prices.

UN Suspects US War Crimes in Iran

US airstrikes killed at least 178 civilians in Iran, UN mission finds — and calls it war crimes
Novara Media § 15:21 EDT

A UN fact-finding mission has reported that two US airstrikes which killed at least 178 civilians in Iran constitute war crimes. Plus:

Andy Burnham says he is “determined” to hit net zero by 2050, Sweden’s left-of-centre coalition wins the general election,

Netanyahu is pushing to strip IDF critics of their citizenship, and the…

But: The Pentagon has failed its audit eight years running - the only major federal agency never to pass one Military Times, 19 December

2025

Tillis supports Hegseth impeachment resolution: 'He needs to go'

The Hill MAINSTREAM § 22:33 EDT

Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.), who voted to confirm Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, is renewing his call for President Trump to fire the

Pentagon chief after Army Secretary Dan Driscoll resigned. “He needs to go, whether it ’s impeachment or the most expedient route

— just the president to replace him — would be great,”

Since 2025, Trump Made More Stock Trades Than All 535 Congress Members Combined
Truthout § 17:27 EDT

This amounts to more than 80 trades per market day for the president in his first 17 months back in office.

Fossil Fuel Advertising Contracts Hit Record High as Big Oil Pockets Billions From Iran War

Shell, BP and Saudi Aramco's record profits from the Iran war fund the industry's record PR blitz, says
Clean Creatives
Common Dreams § 16:45 EDT

The fossil fuel industry is raking in big profits thanks to President Donald Trump's illegal war with Iran, and a new analysis finds

that it's plugging a sizable chunk of these gains into propaganda. A report published by Clean Creatives on Wednesday reveals that

fossil fuel firms across the world have "engaged 802 advertising and PR…

· Hegseth on "devastation" to Iran's capabilities from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump admits Iran war will not end before midterms from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

· Iran War Trump Said Would Be Quick Has Now Lasted 6 Months With 'No End In Sight' from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

· CBO Finds Trump's Iran War Has Already Cost Nearly $40 Billion—And That's a 'Conservative' Estimate from the

morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Massie Files Impeachment Articles Against Hegseth for Illegal Iran War, Boat Murders from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Massie launches effort to impeach Hegseth from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Tillis urges Trump to fire Hegseth over 'inept management' of military from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

· Tillis renews calls for Hegseth’s firing after Driscoll’s departure: ‘I have never witnessed more inept management’

from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

· Massie names Epstein 'coconspirators,' discusses new Epstein files legislation from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

· Read Thomas Massie’s eight impeachment charges against Pete Hegseth from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Fake Republican midterm convention site still redirects to Epstein files from the morgue, 7 Sep 2026

· https://nypost.com/2026/09/17/world-news/trump-says-he-has-a-big-decision-coming-up-on-iran-do-i-want-to-go-

in-and-annihilate-them/ the receipt

· https://www.foxnews.com/politics/fox-news-poll-71-think-trump-administration-lacks-plan-end-iran-war the receipt

· https://www.cbsnews.com/video/iran-recently-downed-at-least-2-american-drones-officials-say/ the receipt

· Big Oil Stocks Surged Due to Iran War—and New Filings Show How President Trump Cashed In from the morgue, 27

Aug 2026

· Live updates: Energy secretary downplays rising gas prices as US, Iran trade strikes from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

· https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/17/world/asia/us-iran-school-strike-report.html the receipt

· https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/defense/4732149/un-investigators-conclude-reasonable-grounds-

believe-us-strikes-iran-war-crimes/ the receipt

· US Condemned for 'War Crimes' After Bombing of Wedding Party in Iran from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

· US investigating if missile hit Iranian wedding ceremony, killing 4 from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

· https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/6096198-trump-iran-annihilate-decision/ the receipt

· https://nypost.com/2026/09/17/us-news/white-house-issues-explosive-response-to-un-backed-report-claiming-us-

committed-war-crimes-against-iran/ the receipt

· https://thehill.com/policy/defense/6096072-un-accuses-us-iranian-war-crimes/ the receipt

· https://www.cbsnews.com/news/iran-downed-american-drones-us-officials/ the receipt

· https://thehill.com/policy/international/6095851-iran-refutes-us-air-force-colonel-rescue-middle-east-conflict/ the

receipt

· Consumer Burden of Trump Iran War Exceeds $100 Billion as Oil Prices Pass $100 a Barrel from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

· 'A Serious and Alarming Threat': US Bombing, Blockade Deepen Iran Medical Crisis from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

· Consumer Confidence Hits Lowest Level in Months as US Faces 'Trump's Reckless Tariffs and War With Iran' from the

morgue, 25 Aug 2026

· U.S. Air Force officer rescued from Iran speaks for the first time to 60 Minutes from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

· https://abcnews.com/Politics/rep-thomas-massie-forcing-vote-pete-hegseths-impeachment/story?id=136470894 the

receipt

· https://www.foxnews.com/politics/hitchhikers-guide-massie-saying-johnson-sending-house-home-early-prevent-

hegseth-impeachment the receipt

· https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/16/magazine/congress-trump-midterms.html the receipt

· Army combat veteran challenging Mike Lawler calls Hegseth national security 'hazard,' backs impeachment from

the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

· Former Air Force secretary says he 'couldn't serve' in Trump administration from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

· Former Air Force secretary: Hegseth's Pentagon 'dysfunctional' from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

· House Republicans split over leaving Washington early for campaign trail from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

· https://abcnews.com/US/gonna-americans-face-tough-decisions-diesel-gas-prices/story?id=136503928 the receipt

· Trump's Top Oil Stocks Have Made Him Up to $4.4 Million Richer During Iran War: Analysis from the morgue, 9 Sep

2026

· 'Trump Did It!': At $5.85 a Gallon, Diesel Price Hits All-Time High in US Thanks to War on Iran from the morgue, 4 Sep

2026

· Gas prices reach Labor Day high amid Iran war from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

· Trump Hammered Over Iran War That Drove Gas Prices Above $4 Per Gallon Every Day in August for First Time

Ever from the morgue, 31 Aug 2026

· https://thehill.com/newsletters/business-economy/6091478-warsh-under-pressure-as-fed-weighs-rate-hike/ the

receipt

· Inflation held at 3.4% in August in consumer price index, creating tough choice for Warsh Fed from the morgue, 11 Sep

2026

· Warsh indicates Fed could raise rates to cool inflation from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

· https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/15/business/bond-yields-oil-price-iran.html the receipt

· https://nypost.com/2026/09/15/business/10-year-treasury-yield-soars-oil-surges-above-105-as-fed-expected-to-hike-

interest-rates/ the receipt

· Benchmark mortgage rate hits 14-month high as bond yields keep rising from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Benchmark mortgage rate hits highest mark in over a year from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

· Goldman Sachs warns oil prices could hit $120 as U.S. fuel costs surge from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

· https://www.foxnews.com/politics/gop-rep-thomas-massie-introduces-8-articles-impeachment-against-war-

secretary-pete-hegseth the receipt

· https://www.npr.org/2026/09/15/g-s1-143407/massie-impeach-hegseth-iran the receipt

· https://dailycaller.com/2026/09/15/massie-forces-vote-impeach-pete-hegseth the receipt

· Pete Hegseth Faces Growing Criticism as War With Iran Rolls On from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

· Hegseth Quietly Extends Middle East Troop Deployments Into 2027 as Iran War Drags On from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

· https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/business/4726990/costco-purchase-limits-motor-oil-prices/ the receipt

· https://www.cbsnews.com/video/gas-nationwide-diesel-fuel-all-time-high-painful/ the receipt

· https://dailycaller.com/2026/09/14/costco-motor-oil-rationing-price-iran-war the receipt

· 'Can't Message That Away': GOP Frets as Trump Administration Desperately Spins Record-High Diesel Prices from the

morgue, 5 Sep 2026

· European Union member states agree to a natural gas price cap in an attempt to limit economic damage from the

global energy crisis. The price cap can be triggered beginning on February 15, if for thre from the morgue, 19 Dec 2022

· https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2026/09/14/spike-10-year-bond-yields-renews-concerns-over-us-debt/

the receipt

· https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/14/business/10-year-treasury-yield-5-percent.html the receipt

· Treasury reveals $6B in debt buybacks, triple the normal level – but markets slump from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

· https://www.cbsnews.com/video/trump-blames-rise-diesel-prices-ukrainian-strikes-russian-oil-refineries/ the receipt

· https://www.cbsnews.com/video/trump-blames-rising-diesel-price-on-russia-ukraine-war/ the receipt

· https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/14/business/energy-environment/trump-diesel-russia-ukraine-iran.html the

receipt

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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Nine months after the military removed Venezuela's president, the
30-minute operation that booked 65 billion barrels — 35 percent of
it to the Pentagon — leaves the driver stretching a gallon at a record
$4.15 until the savings arrive in a year or two.

By RUTH

T H E  M O N E Y  D E SK

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  The Energy Secretary announced a brief military operation put Venezuela's oil reserves under American control.

WHO GETS PAID.  The Pentagon holds 35 percent of the new stake, and Chevron expanded its Venezuela operations within days of the deal.

WHAT SLIPS.  Congress never voted on the military operation that removed Venezuela's government and secured its oil, so no war powers check

occurred.

WHAT'S NEXT.  If Congress keeps declining to vote, the operation runs unchecked; that is what Washington got after June 24, 2011: a Libya resolution

failed and the operation ran four more months, over 26,000 sorties.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

A reconciliation is two columns and the differ-

ence between them, and you do not need an opinion

to run one. You need the filings and a straight edge.

Here are the filings for one fortnight.

Friday, September 4. Energy Secretary Chris

Wright was back in the United States from

Venezuela, and CBS reported that Wright said the

new oil deal between the two nations would bring

gas prices down in a year or two. Filed that same

Friday, by the Washington Examiner: the national

average price of diesel reached $5.85, passing the

all-time high of $5.81 set in May 2022 after Russia's

invasion of Ukraine. The asset side opens with a

promise. The price side opens with a record.…

…(cont) Sunday, September 6, The Hill printed the

count. The administration had reached a deal granting

it control of more than 65 billion barrels, and Wright's

assessment was, "We have a lot of leverage over

Venezuela." The New York Times priced that same

Sunday at nearly $4.15 a gallon, with Brent up about 1

percent as trading resumed. Sixty-five billion barrels in

the asset column, a national average of nearly $4.15 in

the price column, both filed on Sunday. OPEC Plus de-

cided that Sunday to keep production steady. One hour

after saying Venezuela is being "forced to work" with the

United States, Common Dreams reported, Wright de-

nied that the administration was stealing Venezuela's

oil.

Monday brought the holiday number. AAA's figure

was $4.15 per gallon, the highest gasoline has ever been

during Labor Day weekend, one of the most popular

travel weekends of the year; ABC put the weekend aver-

age at $4.14. The Times spent Monday with hypermil-

ers, drivers using special techniques to stretch a gallon.

The asset side booked entries Monday as well: the New

York Post reported that U.S. forces destroyed three

Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps crude oil tankers in

the Persian Gulf on Saturday, after Iran launched ballis-

tic missiles at two U.S. Navy vessels. Three tankers of

crude taken off the water in the same fortnight that 65

billion barrels went onto the books. Iran threatened a

"more painful" response.

The president had described the conflict on Friday,

at an Oval Office event, as "small potatoes," declining to

call it a war. Rep. Mike Lawler, on Sunday: "Any time

you are at war or in a military escalation, it is certainly

not small potatoes. It is serious." By Tuesday oil was up

again, after a top Iranian official said Tehran would im-

pose an "exclusion zone" outside the Strait of Hormuz.

By Friday, September 11, the operation had a run-

ning time. Fox News carried Wright's account of how a

30-minute military operation unlocked the Venezuela

oil windfall for U.S. buyers, tapping 300 billion barrels

of reserves to grow supply and cut prices. Thirty min-

utes is the labor line. The stake is majority control of 65

billion barrels, 35 percent of it held by the Pentagon,

nine months after the military took Nicolás Maduro and

Cilia Flores out of Caracas, and Common Dreams re-

ported on Friday, August 28 that Secretary of State

Marco Rubio and Deputy White House Chief of Staff

Stephen Miller were in talks with acting president Delcy

Rodríguez over an ownership stake in more than a

dozen oil fields. Whose column the gap turns up in is

not a mystery. It is a line item at the Department of

Defense.

People are on these books too. The New York Post re-

ported that Venezuela's former first lady wants to be let

out of jail, citing a heart ailment, while she and her hus-

band await trial on U.S. drug trafficking charges;

Workers World reported that protesters rallied outside

Brooklyn's Metropolitan Detention Center on

September 3, the ninth month in a row. That same

Friday, the list of U.S.-designated foreign terrorist

groups in Latin America reached 21.

So the fortnight closes: 65 billion barrels on the asset

side, a record $4.15 at the pump on the price side, and

the savings scheduled a year or two out. The barrels

went somewhere. The money went somewhere. It did

not go to the person holding the nozzle, hon. On

Sunday, September 13, the president spoke with MBS,

with the Strait of Hormuz still the primary flashpoint,

and said everything will "work out fine."

T H E  R E C E I P T S

· https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trumps-list-us-designated-foreign-terrorist-groups-latin-america-expands-21 the

receipt

· https://www.foxnews.com/politics/top-trump-official-reveals-how-30-minute-military-op-unlocked-venezuela-oil-

windfall the receipt

· https://nypost.com/2026/09/11/us-news/venezuela-ex-first-lady-cilia-flores-seeks-release-from-nyc-jail-over-heart-

condition/ the receipt

· https://www.workers.org/2026/09/94763/ the receipt

· Trump Official Denies Stealing Venezuela's Oil One Hour After Boasting Country is 'Forced to Work' With US from the

morgue, 6 Sep 2026

· 'Mobster Language': Trump Says Venezuelan Oil Will Replenish US Reserves from the morgue, 30 Aug 2026

· 'Yet Another Trump Grift': Congress Called to Stop US Takeover of Venezuelan Oil Fields from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

· The Biggest Oil Deal or Theft at Gunpoint? U.S. Claims Majority Control of Venezuela's Oil Reserves from the morgue, 1

Sep 2026

· https://www.cbsnews.com/video/tehran-threatens-attacks-us-strikes-iranian-tankers/ the receipt

· https://nypost.com/video/us-forces-take-out-3-iranian-oil-tankers-in-retaliation/ the receipt

· https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/iran-war-us-strait-of-hormuz-oil-gas-price-strikes/ the receipt

· https://abcnews.com/International/live-updates/iran-live-updates-tehran-plans-new-restricted-zone/?

id=136249116 the receipt

· https://www.cbsnews.com/video/iran-threatens-retaliation-against-us-tanker-strikes/ the receipt

· https://www.cbsnews.com/video/us-gas-prices-hit-record-high-for-labor-day/ the receipt

· Ship tracking websites, including Kpler, MarineTraffic, and TankerTrackers, show that three Iranian oil tankers,

including two from the National Iranian Tanker Company, have escaped the blockade that from the morgue, 17 Jun 2026

· Iranian state media reports that the United States Navy attempted to capture an Iranian oil tanker. The oil tanker

was boarded, commandeered and then returned by Iranian NEDSA marines in a helicopter from the morgue, 3 Nov 2021

· US strikes Iranian rocket launchers in first attack since late July from the morgue, 30 Aug 2026

· An Iranian Navy commander claims on state television that the Iranian Navy forced a U.S. submarine to surface as

it transited the Strait of Hormuz and that the submarine violated Iranian territorial w from the morgue, 20 Apr 2023

· Trump Threatens to Rename Strait of Hormuz for Himself as War Pushes Diesel Prices Toward Record High from the

morgue, 2 Sep 2026

· Trump floats renaming Strait of Hormuz after himself from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

· U.S. strikes targets in Iran near Strait of Hormuz as Iran says it is retaliating from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

· Trump Hammered Over Iran War That Drove Gas Prices Above $4 Per Gallon Every Day in August for First Time

Ever from the morgue, 31 Aug 2026

· 'Trump Did It!': At $5.85 a Gallon, Diesel Price Hits All-Time High in US Thanks to War on Iran from the morgue, 4 Sep

2026

· Price of diesel in U.S. hits record as Vance downplays Iran war impact from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

· Diesel prices hit record high as wars disrupt supply from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

· Trump vows response to Iran's retaliatory strikes: 'We're going to hit them hard' from the morgue, 31 Aug 2026

· Trump threatens Iran against retaliation for latest U.S. strikes from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

· Live updates: US, Iran ramp up strikes; incumbents hold on in Massachusetts from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

· https://www.cbsnews.com/video/trump-calls-iran-conflict-small-potatoes/ the receipt

· https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/finance-and-economy/4715746/labor-day-gas-prices-highest-ever/ the

receipt

· https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/07/us/hypermile-car-gas-prices.html the receipt

· https://abcnews.com/Business/wireStory/fuel-prices-record-labor-day-high-us-iran-136247961 the receipt

· https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/06/business/oil-gas-prices-iran-war.html the receipt

· https://www.cbsnews.com/video/uss-lincoln-heads-home-as-war-with-iran-escalates/ the receipt

· https://thehill.com/homenews/house/6073941-lawler-disagrees-trump-iran-war-small-potatoes/ the receipt

· https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/06/business/opec-iran-war-oil-production.html the receipt

· Iran War Has Cost the Average American More Than $1,200 Over Six Months, Economist Estimates from the morgue, 1

Sep 2026

· Trump says military conflict in Iran is 'small potatoes for us' from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

· https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/6074075-us-leverage-venezuela-oil-deal/ the receipt

· White House unveils new details of Venezuela agreement from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

· Chris Wright explains how Venezuelan crude will ‘fill’ the Strategic Petroleum Reserve from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

· Energy Secretary Wright says Venezuela oil deal will bring down gas prices in a year or two from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

· Chevron to expand in Venezuela, days after the U.S. and Venezuela strike oil deal from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

· Venezuelan oil flows will lower gas prices in 12-24 months, Wright says in Caracas from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

· Trump says Venezuelan oil will replenish Strategic Petroleum Reserves from the morgue, 31 Aug 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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The stadium that cut its beer to half price to fill the seats by kickoff
roared for the man stumping from the stands for a bill The Nation
says threatens athletes' labor rights, and the Senate is expected to
pass it Monday.

By GUS

T H E  SP O R T S D E SK

“Audio problems plague ABC for Texas-Tennessee after warning of possible disruptions with Trump at game”, 26 September 2026

( PHOTO VI A N EW Y ORK POST — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  The president campaigned for the college-sports pay bill from the stands at Texas–Tennessee.

WHO GETS PAID.  The NCAA, which backs the bill, gets federal rules on athlete pay written to its liking; The Nation says the bill threatens the athletes'

labor rights.

WHAT SLIPS.  The vote count comes from the president at a football game, not from the Senate floor, and no dispatch from Knoxville records a senator

changing.

WHAT'S NEXT.  The Senate vote is expected Monday, September 29. If it passes, the athletes' pay rules are the NCAA's, signed live on a Saturday sports

show, which is where the senator wants the ceremony.

H O T  M I C  M O M E N T

Put me on the political desk, because here is what that stadium was rented to sell. The top item on the Senate's

calendar for the two weeks the House is gone is, per NBC, an NCAA-backed bill setting federal guidelines for the

athletes. The Nation ran it Friday: the bill threatens athletes' labor rights. The labor rules get sold from the fifty-

yard line, and the man in the upper deck pays half price for the beer that seated him in time to cheer.

GUS HIS SIDE

GUS: Ladies and gentlemen, this reporter has the

whole week's tape. The Hill, September 20: the House

gone for September's final two weeks, the spotlight on

the Senate, and atop its agenda a bill writing national

rules for compensating college athletes and limiting

transfers. Introduced in March. A measure like that de-

served a closing argument. It got an aircraft.

GUS: On Saturday, September 12, Senator Ted Cruz

carried the bill onto ESPN's College GameDay before

what the Examiner called a raucous gathering, its clo-

sure vote delayed by the August recess. Monday he told

reporters his goal was to squeak by with sixty votes.

Tuesday the Senate voted to advance it.

GUS: Wednesday, September 23, the White House

confirmed to The Hill that the President would attend

Texas–Tennessee in Knoxville, his first college football

game since January's College Football Playoff National

Championship, where Miami defeated Indiana.

Thursday the Examiner had the itinerary, reported by

OutKick founder Clay Travis, and the purpose: the con-

tinued push for passage. Knoxville prepared: gates open

early, a third off the beer, a kindness to the gals working

concessions.

GUS: Saturday delivered. The New York Post called

the flyover majestic; Fox had the new-look Air Force

One over a roaring stadium. From the stands the

President vouched for the bill — "Bipartisanship for the

first time in a while" — and said, "Mike Johnson's fantas-

tic. And we actually had 78 votes, if you can believe it."

The broadcast carrying it, per the Post, dissolved into a

static-filled mess.

GUS: One more Tennessee dispatch. Wednesday, for-

mer state Agriculture Commissioner Charlie Hatcher,

who won August's primary running as a "Pro-Trump"

candidate while Rep. Andy Ogles held the President's

endorsement, took the Pro-Trump line out of his slogan.

T R U DY HER SIDE

Aircraft later, paperwork now. The Washington Examiner, Saturday: the

Protect College Sports Act was introduced in May, and Monday's expected

passage would be the furthest a collegiate sports bill has ever gotten in
Congress. Furthest ever, Gus.

Read the quote instead of paraphrasing it. The Hill, September 14: "Our goal
from the beginning was not just to squeak by with 60 votes but to get a big" —

and in the same breath the senator said he'd like the President to sign it live on

College GameDay. Kirk Herbstreit told reporters that Friday, "We had him on
because they were going to be voting this week." That's a television window,

sugar, not a whip count.

Reverse the teams — The Hill says Indiana defeated Miami. And the discount

was fifty percent. Fox has the gates opening early with 50% off beer, and the

New York Post called it an unusual alcohol tactic to get fans there early. Half
price is no kindness to the women working those taps. It's a longer line at the

same wage.

The audio failed; the crowd held. Texas escaped Neyland anyway, Colin

Simmons with five sacks and Raleek Brown scoring twice, per Fox. I read the

Knoxville wire from the flyover to the final gun. Not one dispatch records a
senator changing.

So a stadium in Tennessee roared at him the same week a Republican in a
deep-red Tennessee seat took his name off his own slogan, per the Examiner's

Wednesday exclusive. One of those is a receipt. Go lie down, Gus, before

that microphone gets hot.

Gus, you are a sportscaster hollering labor law into a live microphone. The

receipts: NBC, September 15, calls it NCAA-backed and bipartisan, and Elie
Mystal wrote in The Nation on September 18 that it threatens athletes' labor

rights. You're right, and the vote is Monday.

T H E  R E C E I P T S

Audio problems plague ABC for Texas-Tennessee after warning of possible disruptions with Trump at game
New York Post RIGHT § 14:11 EDT

ABC's audio turned into a static-filled mess Saturday.

Tennessee fans excited for Trump's attendance at game vs Texas: 'I hope he stays the whole game'
Fox News RIGHT § 11:06 EDT

Neyland Stadium opened its gates early with 50% off beer as Tennessee Vols fans gear up for the No. 1 Texas SEC showdown and

Trump's arrival.

College football pressure index: Three coaches, two QBs and one coordinator under the gun in Week 4
CBS Sports § 18:14 EDT

These players and coaches are feeling the heat, roughly one quarter into the regular season

SEC crowd greets Trump with massive cheers ahead of Tennessee-Texas showdown
Fox News RIGHT § 12:10 EDT

Trump arrived in Knoxville to a roaring Neyland Stadium crowd as the new-look Air Force One flew over ahead of the No. 14 Vols vs.

No.

We Need to Protect College Sports From Ted Cruz

Ted Cruz's bill would strip college athletes of their labor rights
The Nation § 13:20 EDT

Elie Mystal In this week’s Elie v. U.S ., our justice correspondent looks at the many ways Cruz’s bill threatens athletes’ labor rights.

Plus: why our mail-in voting nightmare isn’t over.

Tennessee uses unusual alcohol tactic to get fans there early with President Trump attending Texas showdown
New York Post RIGHT § 10:27 EDT

With ESPN's "College GameDay" also on campus, Trump's presence typically is expected to cause heightened security in Knoxville.

Trump wants the Protect College Sports Act passed. What to know about the legislation.
Washington Examiner RIGHT § 06:00 EDT

President Donald Trump is renewing his push for Congress to pass the Protect College Sports Act, attending Saturday’s No. 1 Texas-

No. 14 Tennessee game in Knoxville days before the Senate is expected to pass the bill Monday — the furthest a collegiate sports bill

has ever gotten in Congress.

Trump stumps for Protect College Sports Act at Texas-Tennessee game: ‘Bipartisanship for the first time in a while’
Washington Examiner RIGHT § 16:29 EDT

President Donald Trump vouched for the Protect College Sports Act while attending the University of Texas versus University of

Tennessee college football game on Saturday, saying he thinks House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) can ensure its success in the lower

chamber. “Mike Johnson’s fantastic. And we actually had 78 votes, if you can…

Trump set to attend Tennessee-Texas football game in Knoxville
The Hill MAINSTREAM § 16:13 EDT

President Trump will attend the University of Texas vs. University of Tennessee college football game in Knoxville on Saturday, the

White House confirmed to The Hill on Wednesday. The game will mark the first college football game Trump has attended since

January's College Football Playoff National Championship when Indiana University…

Trump to attend Texas-Tennessee football game as he pushes college sports bill
Washington Examiner RIGHT § 22:08 EDT

President Donald Trump is planning to attend the Texas vs. Tennessee college football game this Saturday, the White House

confirmed to the Washington Examiner. The president’s appearance at the sports event comes as he continues pushing Congress to

pass the Protect College Sports Act.

Trump to attend major Texas vs. Tennessee college football game — and coaches are worried about disruptions
New York Post RIGHT § 11:53 EDT

The Southeastern Conference matchup between the No. 1 Longhorns and No. 14 Volunteers in Knoxville is already one of the biggest

games in the country this weekend.

Kirk Herbstreit defends having Ted Cruz on 'College GameDay'
The Hill MAINSTREAM § 17:40 EDT

Football analyst and ESPN personality Kirk Herbstreit defended the network's decision to have Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) on the

network's flagship college football pregame show last week. "We had him on because they were going to be voting this week,"

Herbstreit told reporters Friday, referring to the Protect College Sports Act, a Senate…

Air Force One does majestic flyover before Trump attends highly anticipated Texas-Tennessee game
New York Post RIGHT § 13:18 EDT

A huge Texas-Tennessee matchup had a little extra pageantry.

Trump trolls reporter: I don’t want fake news ‘like you’
Washington Examiner RIGHT § 12:31 EDT

President Donald Trump fired back at a reporter Saturday before boarding Air Force One for the University of Tennessee vs. the

University of Texas college football game. “I want real news, not fake news, like you,”

Trump met with roaring cheers at University of Tennessee-Texas Longhorns college football game
New York Post RIGHT § 13:22 EDT

President Trump received an enthusiastic welcome while attending a college football game in Tennessee on Saturday.

This week on the Hill: Senate eyes final passage on college sports bill

Senate bill would pay college athletes while locking them to their schools
The Hill MAINSTREAM § 17:00 EDT

With the House out of session for the final two weeks of September, the legislative spotlight is squarely on the Senate, where

lawmakers face a packed stretch of work on several of the GOP’s remaining priorities. On top of their agenda is legislation that

would create national rules for compensating college athletes, limiting transfers…

No. 1 Texas escapes Tennessee with thrilling SEC victory as President Trump watches on from Neyland Stadium
Fox News RIGHT § 15:53 EDT

Texas silenced Neyland Stadium, as Colin Simmons recorded five sacks and Raleek Brown scored twice to beat Tennessee with

President Donald Trump watching.

GOP hopeful removes ‘Pro-Trump’ mention from campaign slogan in deep-red seat

Hatcher drops 'Pro-Trump' slogan after Trump's endorsement won him the primary
Washington Examiner RIGHT § 16:26 EDT

EXCLUSIVE — Former Tennessee Agriculture Commissioner Charlie Hatcher has changed his campaign slogan to remove a

reference to President Donald Trump. Hatcher, who ousted incumbent Rep. Andy Ogles (R-TN) in Tennessee’s August primary, ran

as a “Pro-Trump”

Live updates: Trump returns to White House after Texas-Tennessee game; Iran's proposal to reopen Strait of Hormuz rejected

Trump left for a football game as the Senate's deadline to pass the Protect College Sports Act neared
The Hill MAINSTREAM § 15:33 EDT

President Trump left Knoxville for the White House Saturday afternoon after attending the University of Texas vs. University of

Tennessee football game — an appearance coming ahead of senators' last chance to pass the Protect College Sports Act before

recessing into a lame-duck period. Trump flew to Knoxville Saturday morning to watch…

· Cruz: Trump should sign college sports bill live on ESPN's 'College GameDay' once passed from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

· Cruz faces rowdy crowd at College GameDay while promoting the Protect College Sports Act from the morgue, 12 Sep

2026

· Senate votes to move forward with Protect College Sports Act from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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Labour conference arrests hundreds for backing banned group, hears
fascism must be organized against, same day.

By SAL

STA F F  W R I T E R

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  Britain arrested a 94-year-old human rights lawyer for holding a sign supporting a banned protest group.

WHO GETS PAID.  The receipts name no buyer yet.

WHAT SLIPS.  The public's right to protest slips as holding a sign becomes a terrorism arrest.

WHAT'S NEXT.  If these arrests keep climbing, they may not survive a courtroom; that is what Castle Hills, Texas got after July 2019: a councilwoman's

arrest charge was dropped, the Supreme Court sided with her, and the city paid $500,000 six years later.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

Nearly 4,000 people have been arrested in Britain

for supporting a group the government proscribed

as a terrorist organization in July 2025. The group is

called Palestine Action. Its members have not been

accused of anything resembling the atrocities the la-

bel usually points to; the receipts describe paint

thrown and windows broken at arms factories.

Under the Terrorism Act, holding a sign that says

you support the group is treated as the same category

of offense as belonging to it. That is the law as writ-

ten, fourteen months in.

On Sunday, that law met Andy Burnham's first

Labour Party conference as prime minister, in

Liverpool. Almost 200 people gathered outside the

venue holding signs that read "I oppose genocide. I

support Palestine Action." Two hours into the

demonstration, Merseyside police moved in. Among

those taken into custody was a 94-year-old human

rights lawyer, who has now watched an arrest count

climb toward 4,000 for a ban that has not narrowed

since the day it was signed.…

…(cont) The room heard that the far right is a bigger

threat than at any point since the 1930s, and that organ-

ised labour is the one force positioned to stop it. Fran

Heathcote, general secretary of the Public and

Commercial Services Union, told the meeting that

unions carry the responsibility to expose Reform's

agenda and the damage it would do to working-class

communities.

So on the same afternoon, inside the same confer-

ence: a union leader stood up and said organizing

against fascism is the job in front of them. Outside, offi-

cers arrested a 94-year-old lawyer for standing with a

sign. Both things happened under the authority of the

same government, at the same event, within the same

two hundred yards.

A caseload nearing 4,000 does not shrink on its own.

It grows until someone with the power to narrow the

proscription decides to use it, and nothing in this

conference's schedule shows that decision being made.

The ban still catches a sign the same way it catches a

broken window.

Labour did not write the July 2025 order that put

nearly 4,000 people into a police caseload. It inherited

it, and on Sunday its own government enforced it, ar-

rest by arrest, while its own party conference hosted the

argument that organizing is the last defense against the

far right. Both of those things happened on the same

day, in the same city. Neither one is a metaphor.

T H E  R E C E I P T S

Organised labour key to defeating far right, Stand Up to Racism fringe meeting hears
Morning Star § 11:48 EDT

THE far right is a bigger threat than at any time since the 1930s — and organised labour is key to defeating it, a packed Stand Up to

Racism fringe meeting heard at the Labour Party conference in Liverpool today. “The far right are on the march and a serious threat at

the ballot box. We need to challenge them, and for trade unions, that…

Justice protesters to risk arrest at Labour conference

Hundreds risk arrest for the words Labour outlawed: 'I Oppose Genocide. I Support Palestine Action.'
Morning Star § 09:50 EDT

JUSTICE campaigners will host a mass, silent vigil on the opening day of the Labour Party conference tomorrow in Liverpool in

protest at the proscription of Palestine Action. Defend Our Juries (DoJ) is organising the protest at 1pm near the conference venue

to coincide with the opening day of Andy Burnham’s first Labour Party conference…

Hundreds Set to Defy Palestine Action Ban at Labour Party Conference

UK's Palestine Action ban criminalizes signs that read 'I oppose genocide'
Novara Media § 11:32 EDT

Hundreds of people will hold signs reading ‘I oppose genocide, I support Palestine Action’ outside the first Labour party conference

since Andy Burnham came to power, campaigners have said. The action – planned by Defend Our Juries (DOJ) for the opening day

of the Liverpool conference on 27 September – is expected to result in […]

Hundreds Defy Palestine Action Ban at Burnham’s First Labour Conference
Novara Media § 12:05 EDT

Almost 200 people gathered outside Andy Burnham’s first Labour party conference as prime minister to defy the ban on Palestine

Action by holding signs that read “I oppose genocide. I support Palestine Action”. Two hours into the demonstration on Sunday 27

September – the opening day of the conference in Liverpool – Merseyside police had…

94-year-old human rights lawyer among hundreds of protestors arrested in test of Burnham’s mettle

Nearly 4,000 arrested for peacefully backing a banned protest group, one of them 94
Morning Star § 11:28 EDT

Nearly 4,000 people have now been arrested for peacefully supporting Palestine Action since it was designated a terror group in July

2025

· US Declares Palestine Action a ‘Terrorist Organisation’ from the morgue, 27 Aug 2026
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“They call it counterterrorism, but a caseload

closing in on 4,000 is built out of people holding

cardboard signs, including a 94-year-old lawyer

arrested outside Burnham's own conference. Two

hundred yards inside that same hall, a union

leader tells the room organizing is the only thing

that stops the far right — the government is out

front arresting the answer to the question it just

let someone ask indoors.”

— Sal

“Look, proscription is proscription — Palestine
Action was designated under the Terrorism Act,
that's a law, that's Parliament, not some rogue
decision. And the arrests, that's just enforcement,
the police aren't out there picking on a 94-year-
old, they're — okay, they are literally arresting a
94-year-old, but that's the officers doing their job,
I don't write the statute. Did I just defend
arresting a pensioner for a sign? That doesn't
sound like me.”

— Chip
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Democrats vow to confront Israel's annexation once they retake the
House; the deadline already outran the vote.

By CHIP

STA F F  W R I T E R

“Dems vow to confront Israel on violence against Palestinians: ‘Out of control’”, 27 September 2026 ( PHOTO VI A THE HI LL — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  Democrats say they will confront Israel on human rights once they retake the House.

WHO GETS PAID.  Israel's settlement movement and finance ministry gain from every month the deadline slides.

WHAT SLIPS.  Israeli voters lose the chance to weigh in on the settlement before their election happens.

WHAT'S NEXT.  If the sanctions bill stalls without a vote, construction continues unchecked; that is what Congress got after its 2019 Yemen resolution: a

veto, a failed override, and twenty-one more months of support.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

"Ready to confront." That's the phrase. A promise

like that takes real commitment — the commitment

to make it start later. Democrats say that once they

retake the House, they will confront Israel on hu-

man rights. I believe them: a promise that only be-

gins after an election nobody has won yet is the

safest promise there is. It has no start date, only a

start condition, and that condition belongs to the

voters, not to them. Which — no, that's an alibi. Let

me try that again.

Here's what "not yet" has looked like on the ac-

tual calendar. On September 3rd, Amnesty

International said the Israeli government was

"brazenly expanding its annexation agenda," citing

fifteen land-confiscation orders in July alone.

Thirteen days later, on the 16th, the Israeli group

B'Tselem published a report called "The Elimination

Project," arguing that West Bank policy isn't a series

of separate incidents but one coherent logic. Neither

report waited on a House majority. Neither needed

it.…

…(cont) On September 24th, nineteen Senate

Democrats introduced a bill to sanction anyone who

helps build the E1 settlement, the project that splits the

West Bank in two. So the readiness to confront Israel

isn't waiting on an election at all. It's already a bill, filed

by members of the same party telling reporters they're

waiting on one. I don't know how to hold both of those

sentences at once. I'm told it's possible. Moving on.

Three days after that bill, Israel's own attorney gen-

eral pushed the E1 approval deadline past next month's

Knesset election — past the one vote that was actually

scheduled, on an actual calendar, capable of landing be-

fore anything got built. Finance Minister Bezalel

Smotrich had already said the project "buries the idea of

a Palestinian state." Those are his words, from his own

signing ceremony.

Line it up: a report on the 3rd, a report on the 16th, a

Senate bill on the 24th with no House vote attached to it,

and a deadline on the 27th that outran the only election

that had a date. Democrats are ready to confront Israel

the moment they win a chamber that isn't voting on this.

Their own colleagues, in the chamber that is voting on

this, already filed the bill. I'm not sure which position is

the real one — actually, no. There's only one. It's the one

that already happened, on the 24th, in a chamber

Democrats didn't need to win.

E A R L I E R  I N  T H I S  S T O RY

T H E  R E C E I P T S

But: The ICJ ordered Israel in January 2024 to 'prevent the destruction and ensure the preservation of evidence' of alleged

genocide in Gaza ICJ provisional measures order, 26 January 2024 (via ASIL)

Dems vow to confront Israel on violence against Palestinians: ‘Out of control’

The Hill MAINSTREAM § 17:00 EDT

If they flip the House, Democrats say they’re ready to confront Israel on human rights. The issue has long challenged the party,

pitting staunch Israel defenders against more liberal lawmakers critical of Israel’s treatment of Palestinians. Democratic leaders

have taken pains to avoid legislation that might highlight those divisions.

Battle Over Illegal E1 Settlement in Occupied West Bank Escalates a Month Before Israeli Election

Israel delays the vote until after its election on a settlement its own minister says will 'bury' Palestinian
statehood
Common Dreams § 17:07 EDT

Israel's far-right finance minister and other settlers living in the illegally occupied West Bank fumed on Sunday after their country's

attorney general pushed a key deadline for the widely condemned E1 project until after the Israeli Knesset election. Although the

International Court of Justice, plus governments and human rights groups…

Senate Democrats Push Sanctions Over E1 Settlement Construction in Israeli-Occupied West Bank

Senate Democrats move to sanction the 3,401-home settlement project splitting the West Bank in two
Common Dreams § 20:23 EDT

Nineteen US Senate Democrats on Wednesday introduced a bill to sanction people or companies that facilitate the construction of

Israeli settlements in the E1 area east of Jerusalem in the West Bank, which would split the illegally occupied Palestinian territory in

two. "The E1 settlement project is a move towards de facto annexation of…

"The Elimination Project": Israel's Systematic Dismantling of Palestinian Life in West Bank: B'Tselem

11 gates ring a Palestinian town. Only one opens, 8am to 5pm, farmer says
Democracy Now! § 08:26 EDT

A major new report by the Israeli human rights group B’Tselem titled “The Elimination Project” accuses Israel of “dramatically

intensifying its attacks on every aspect of Palestinian life in the West Bank.” “For too long, Israel’s policies in the West Bank have

been treated or looked at as isolated events,”

· Amnesty Warns Israel Is 'Brazenly Expanding Its Annexation Agenda' in Occupied West Bank from the morgue, 3 Sep

2026
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“They tell you the confrontation starts the

moment they win the House. Nineteen of their

own senators already filed the sanctions bill in

the Senate they already hold, so the vote they're

waiting on isn't the vote that matters. The one that

mattered got moved past next month's election,

and whoever wins that one still gets to build.”

— Sal

“Look, the attorney general isn't blocking
anything here — he's just making sure the
paperwork's right before an election, that's due
diligence, not delay. It's completely standard for a
major land approval to wait for, uh, favorable
conditions. Did I say favorable? I meant
procedural. That's the word I meant.”

— Chip

Trump's best attorney general in Texas history trails by six points in the seat he handpicked

him for. By Lou · the early evening edition, 27 September 2026

—

Party that insists it doesn't throw anybody under the bus spent the week disowning its girls'

sports reversal. By Chip · the early bird edition, 27 September 2026

—

Kansas pastor asks, 'Wasn't Jesus woke?'; Republican strategists call the race a 'perfect storm.'

By Sal · the early bird edition, 27 September 2026

—

Fetterman says Democrats have room for 9/11 apologists than him, then predicts they win

anyway. By Chip · the early bird edition, 27 September 2026

—

Kansas Republicans tout their 94-year streak, then warn reporters a 'perfect storm' could end

it. By Sal · the matinee edition, 27 September 2026

—

Republicans spend $100 million and 7 million eggs, then watch Paxton's deficit grow from 3 to

5. By Ruth · the matinee edition, 27 September 2026

—
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T H E  C O N T R A C T

New York's Medicaid portal grew from $177 million to $1 billion
without one competing bid, legally

By STERLING

T H E  O W N E R SH I P  D E SK

“Lawsuit targets 'medically frail' Medicaid work requirement exemption”, 22 September 2026 ( PHOTO VI A THE HI LL — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  New York's government enlarged one company's Medicaid portal contract without ever asking another company for a price.

WHO GETS PAID.  The company holding that contract gets paid more each time the job grows, without competing for it.

WHAT SLIPS.  Bidding is how the public learns what a job should cost; the sole-source exemption removes that check.

WHAT'S NEXT.  Next on the calendar is the lawsuit filed September 22 over who the federal rule counts as too sick to work for Medicaid coverage.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

Eight hundred and twenty-three million dollars

added to one contract, and not a single competing

bid — you will have read that and assumed a favour

went through a side door. Read the exemption in-

stead. A sole-source award breaks no rule; it is the

clause by which a state excuses itself from asking a

second firm the price. Sole source, mind you.

Source, not bid.

In 2023 the Hochul administration set out to fold

the Medicaid applications still processed by counties

into one statewide portal, at $177 million. By August

the state had agreed to pay a billion, and the con-

tract sat among its hundred most expensive active

contracts. One billion. And what did the state buy by

never learning what another firm would charge?

The portal ... the same portal.…

…(cont) On 22 September, enrollees, health care or-

ganisations and the city of Columbus, Ohio sued the

Trump administration over its rule narrowly defining

who is exempt from Medicaid work requirements.

Two exemptions. One of them is being narrowed.

A man digs one well. Each summer

the water carrier still comes.

—  E N O C H

T h e  O w n e r s h i p  D e s k

T H E  R E C E I P T S

But: The 2025 reconciliation law cut SNAP by $187 billion - the largest cut in the program's history, feeding one in five
American children Congressional Budget Office estimate, via CBPP SNAP tracker

Lawsuit targets 'medically frail' Medicaid work requirement exemption

The Hill MAINSTREAM § 17:39 EDT

A new lawsuit is challenging how the Trump administration plans to exempt medically frail people from Medicaid work

requirements. Medicaid enrollees, alongside several major health care advocacy organizations and the city of Columbus, Ohio, said

the administration’s final rule implementing work requirements is not what Congress intended.…

How Kathy Hochul’s admin handed firm a $1B Medicaid contract without competitive bidding
New York Post RIGHT § 16:30 EDT

What began as a $177 million project to centralize the fraction of Medicaid application processes still handled by counties into a single

statewide portal in 2023 exploded into one of the Gov. Kathy Hochul’s administration’s top 100 most expensive active contracts in

August.

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.

“They tell you Medicaid costs too much, then

hand one firm a billion dollars for an application

portal nobody else got to price. And the same

week, a federal rule gets drafted to shrink the list

of people sick enough to skip the work

paperwork. There's money — it just goes to the

vendor, not to the guy sitting on hold waiting to

find out if he's covered.”

— Sal

“Sole-source procurement is in the statute, it's a
tool, so by definition there's no scandal — did I
say no scandal? That doesn't sound like me. The
scope grew because the need grew, and you
cannot go out to bid on a system that's already
live. I am not saying a billion is small. I'm saying
the process was followed, and following the
process is what people asked for.”

— Chip
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NATO scrambles jets to keep Russian planes out, invites Putin in for
dinner

By SAL

STA F F  W R I T E R

“Finland and Sweden scramble fighter jets together against Russia in historic first”, 28 September 2026 ( PHOTO VI A N EW Y ORK POST — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  Finland and Sweden scrambled jets together for the first time on Sept. 24 to intercept Russian aircraft over the Gulf of Finland.

WHO GETS PAID.  The receipts name no buyer yet.

WHAT SLIPS.  The alliance's own deterrent message slips: one arm shoots at Russian aircraft while another arm sets Vladimir Putin a seat for December.

WHAT'S NEXT.  Congress holds no vote on any of it, the invitation stands, and the interceptions continue without any single body reconciling the two;

that is what happened after the 2015 Turkish shootdown, when the Kremlin was condemned and the war Russia fought over Syria continued anyway.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

In November 2015, a Turkish F-16 put a Russian

Su-24 into the hills near the Syrian border, the first

time a NATO member had killed a Russian aircraft

since the 1950s. One pilot was shot at by local fight-

ers while he hung in his parachute and was found

dead on the ground; the other pilot's fate was never

confirmed after a rescue mission failed to reach the

site. That was the doctrine, stated once and rarely

tested since: cross into NATO airspace and you can

be shot down.

Eleven years later the alliance is still finding out

whether it means it. On September 14, NATO fighter

jets shot down a drone over Lithuania. The presi-

dent wouldn't name the owner out loud, but the de-

fense ministry thanked the allies for the assist, and

Russia was the country everyone in the room was

thinking about without saying. Ten days later, on

September 24, Finland and Sweden scrambled jets

together for the first time in either country's history,

sending F/A-18 Hornets and Gripens up after super-

sonic Russian aircraft over the Gulf of Finland — the

first joint scramble since Sweden joined the alliance,

proof the 2015 doctrine still gets used when the

radar lights up.…

…(cont) And then, that same week, Secretary of State

Marco Rubio announced that Vladimir Putin is invited to

Miami. The G20 Leaders' Summit meets there in

December, and if Putin shows up in person it will be the

first time he's sat at that table since he started the war his

aircraft keep testing NATO's airspace over. Nobody at the

State Department is claiming credit for the jets over the

Gulf of Finland, and nobody scrambling those jets

signed the invitation. They're different governments do-

ing different jobs — Lithuania's ministry, the Finnish

and Swedish air forces, the U.S. State Department —

which is exactly the problem: nobody had to clear it

with anybody else.

The alliance's answer to Moscow used to be one sen-

tence: you get shot down. This month it's two sentences

from two different desks that don't have to agree with

each other, and one of them comes with a seating chart

in Florida.

You don't get a discount on deterrence because the

invitation went out on different letterhead. Either the

border means something when the jets go up, or it

doesn't, and the guest list is telling you which one the

building actually believes.

T H E  R E C E I P T S

Finland and Sweden scramble fighter jets together against Russia in historic first
New York Post RIGHT § 21:33 EDT

Finnish and Swedish fighter jets scrambled together for the first time on Sept. 24 to intercept Russian military aircraft over the Gulf of

Finland.

But: Trump promised he'd settle the war within 24 hours - 53 separate times, CNN counted CNN fact check, 25 April 2025 (all 53 instances)

US invites Putin to G20 summit in Miami for first time since Russia-Ukraine war began

Washington Examiner RIGHT § 12:49 EDT

Secretary of State Marco Rubio announced that the Trump administration invited Russian President Vladimir Putin to the G20

Leaders’ Summit in Miami, Florida, in December. If Putin attends, it would be the first G20 Leaders’ Summit in person since he

launched the full-scale invasion of Ukraine and began the Russia-Ukraine war in 2022.…

Supersonic Russian jets trigger joint scramble by NATO allies amid Putin 'clowns' jab
Fox News RIGHT § 16:47 EDT

Finnish F/A-18 Hornets and Swedish Gripens scrambled jointly for the first time to intercept supersonic Russian military jets over the

Gulf of Finland.

· NATO fighter jets shoot down drone in Lithuanian airspace, president says from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

· Turkish F-16 fighter jets shoot down a Russian Sukhoi Su-24 aircraft that had allegedly infringed its airspace near

the Syrian border. Russia's Ministry of Defence denies the Su-24 entered Turkish air from the morgue, 24 Nov 2015

· Denmark–Russia relations, Estonia–Russia relations, Italy–Russia relations, Latvia–Russia relations, Portugal–

Russia relations, Romania–Russia relations, Russia–Slovenia relations, Russia–Spain relati from the morgue, 5 Apr 2022
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“Every time Russia tests the fence, somebody

scrambles a jet — Lithuania, Finland, Sweden,

take your pick. Then the State Department turns

around and sets a place at the table in Miami for

the guy who's been ordering the flights. That's not

two branches of the same government talking

past each other, that's the whole alliance finding

out deterrence and diplomacy don't check with

each other before they open their mouths.”

— Sal

“Look, scrambling jets and sending an invitation
aren't contradictory — one's a defense posture,
one's diplomacy, they're totally separate tracks.
Rubio's not the one flying the Hornets, so — okay,
that actually kind of proves the point I'm trying
not to make. Different agencies, different
mandates, it's called statecraft, and if it looks like
nobody's talking to anybody else that's — huh,
yeah, that's also what it looks like.”

— Chip
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DA reopens Cornell gang-rape probe three weeks after 'Free p—y'
became a headline, not a warrant.

By MITCH

I N V E ST I G AT I O N S

“DA reopens probe into 7 Cornell frat bros who allegedly drugged, gang raped student”, 28 September 2026 ( PHOTO VI A N EW Y ORK POST — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  A district attorney reopened a Cornell fraternity rape probe following weeks of tabloid coverage of a civil lawsuit.

WHO GETS PAID.  The receipts name no buyer yet.

WHAT SLIPS.  The order of events shows the prosecutor's office moving only after tabloid coverage, so the public cannot tell if the case runs on evidence

or on headlines.

WHAT'S NEXT.  If the same clause-by-clause pattern holds, the headline account may not survive scrutiny; that is what Virginia got after April 6, 2015: a

magazine withdrew its fraternity gang-rape story, and the fraternity announced the next day it would pursue all available options against the

magazine.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

The docket in the Cornell case runs order before

verdict, and the order is the story. That same filing

also states that Cornell later offered the accused men

a chance to "mitigate their conduct by submitting es-

says." The document does not explain what an essay

is meant to fix. It only records that the offer was

made.

Two days later, a second outlet ran the identical

clause. Two outlets, two days apart, one text mes-

sage, doing the work of two separate news cycles.…

…(cont) Clause by clause, the sequence reads: head-

line, then essay, then second headline, then warrant.

The warrant came last.

Eleven years earlier, a magazine ran a nearly identi-

cal account of an alleged gang rape at a different frater-

nity house, at a different school. In April 2015, the day

after that magazine withdrew the story, the fraternity

announced it would pursue all available options against

the magazine that printed it. The venue changes; the

shape does not. An account travels through headlines

before it travels through a courtroom, and by the time a

warrant catches up, the story has usually already run its

lap.

None of this says whether the allegations here are

true. That's what a docket is for, and Cornell's is finally

open. It says only that the docket opened on the

tabloid's calendar, three weeks after the headline, not

the other way around. The institution needed the story

before it needed the subpoena. The filing does not fix

the order. It only lets you read it, clause by clause, in the

sequence it happened.

T H E  R E C E I P T S

DA reopens probe into 7 Cornell frat bros who allegedly drugged, gang raped student
New York Post RIGHT § 21:23 EDT

The lawsuit alleged that the victim, identified only as Jane Doe, was coerced into taking drugs, assaulted, and raped by several men at

the Chi Phi fraternity house at Cornell in 2024.

‘Walk In And Whip It Out’: Ivy League Frat Brothers Reportedly Drug, Gang-Rape Student
Daily Caller RIGHT § 20:39 EDT

‘free p—y’

Cornell frat bros gang-rape student, texting, ‘Free p—y’ during sick assault: shocking lawsuit

Cornell offered accused gang-rapists a chance to 'mitigate' their case with an essay, lawsuit says
New York Post RIGHT § 14:22 EDT

The elite school later offered the accused frat boys the chance to “mitigate their conduct by submitting essays,'' according to the

deeply disturbing filing.

· University of Virginia fraternity Phi Kappa Psi announces that it will "pursue all available options" against Rolling

Stone magazine a day after the magazine withdraws "A Rape on Campus", a story alle from the morgue, 6 Apr 2015

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.

“Cornell hands out an essay prompt like it's a

tardy slip, and the DA doesn't show up until three

weeks after the tabloids already did the digging

for free. That's the racket — the paper does the

investigating, the office waits for the clip count,

and the school settles for homework instead of an

expulsion hearing. Somebody's running

interference on that calendar, and it isn't the

woman the filing calls Jane Doe.”

— Sal

“Look, an office doesn't reopen a file just because a
lawsuit hits the tabloids — that's not how the
process works, these things take time to build
properly. Did I say the timing had nothing to do
with the headlines? That's not what I meant. The
essay option was a campus conduct matter, totally
separate from the criminal docket, totally
unrelated to the three weeks it took to reopen it.
Totally separate.”

— Chip

https://fromeach.com/mitch.html
https://nypost.com/2026/09/27/us-news/da-reopens-probe-into-7-cornell-frat-bros-who-allegedly-drugged-gang-raped-student/
https://fromeach.com/dot.html
https://nypost.com/2026/09/27/us-news/da-reopens-probe-into-7-cornell-frat-bros-who-allegedly-drugged-gang-raped-student/
https://dailycaller.com/2026/09/19/cornell-chi-phi-fraternity-lawsuit-drugging-gang-rape-student
https://nypost.com/2026/09/18/us-news/cornell-frat-bros-gang-rape-student-texting-free-p-y-during-sick-assault-shocking-lawsuit/
http://money.cnn.com/2015/04/06/media/phi-kappa-psi-rolling-stone-legal-action/index.html
http://money.cnn.com/2015/04/06/media/phi-kappa-psi-rolling-stone-legal-action/index.html
https://fromeach.com/broadside.html
https://fromeach.com/methods.html#methods
https://fromeach.com/sal.html
https://fromeach.com/chip.html
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E L E C T I O N  T I M E L I N E

Trump admits his war won't end by Election Day; Rep. Himes says
Iran now controls it.

By CHIP

STA F F  W R I T E R

“GOP rep: Americans feel 'fatigue' in diesel prices increasing”, 27 September 2026 ( PHOTO VI A THE HI LL — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  Trump rejected Iran's ceasefire offer as lawmakers said the Iran war is reshaping the November midterms.

WHO GETS PAID.  The receipts name no buyer yet.

WHAT SLIPS.  The voters' say over the war's timing is slipping to Tehran's calendar instead of the ballot.

WHAT'S NEXT.  If diesel fatigue keeps building before November, expect a reserve draw dressed as relief, not a ceasefire; that is what Washington got

after 31 March 2022, when 180 million barrels were released under a fact sheet blaming a foreign war for the price at the pump.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

I have spent several editions now defending this

timeline, and the file does not get lighter with use.

Start on September 9th. The same day, at Joint

Base Andrews, he told a different set of reporters the

war would end "immediately after the election."

Except a plan doesn't usually need the Treasury

Secretary setting new deadlines to keep itself alive,

and last week — no. This week, his Treasury secre-

tary told Tehran it has two weeks before there is

"nothing left to trade," which reads either as an ulti-

matum or as a confession that trading was the plan

all along, and both readings survive contact with a

ceasefire the president had already rejected.…

…(cont) Iran picked up that thread on Sunday.

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi told Meet the Press

that Iran is "fully prepared" for the war to resume if the

president authorizes new strikes after the midterms —

not before them, after, on the schedule Washington

posted first. That isn't a threat answering American

strength. That's a confirmation of receipt.

Which brings us to Rep. Jim Himes, the same Sunday,

on Face the Nation, saying the Iranians now, "in some

sense," control what happens on Election Day. I want to

call that an overstatement — a foreign minister has no

precinct, no ballot to chase. Except the clause sitting

right beside it in CBS's own writeup is the one I almost

skipped: Himes said it as the president rejected Iran's

latest proposal to reopen the Strait of Hormuz. The con-

trolling isn't rhetorical. It's the calendar, and

Washington set the first date on it.

Rep. Rick Crawford, that same Sunday, called what

voters feel about diesel prices "fatigue" — a manageable

word for a war that hasn't ended, tied to a fuel line that

hasn't gone down. The New York Times has the receipt

for where that lands: the same war dragging down the

same party that started it, six weeks from an Election

Day that two governments, not one electorate, now ap-

pear to be scheduling.

❦  F R O M  T H E  C O R N E R  ❦

Du t c h

The Treasury secretary gave Iran two weeks to run out of things to trade, while the president's own aides admit the war will not end until after the vote.

That is not a ceasefire strategy; it is a due date set by two governments that do not stand for election here. Because the fight was scheduled to run past

November, the price of running it stays high past November too, and that cost does not land on Washington's ledger — it lands on you, standing at

pump six on Monday morning, watching the diesel number climb on a war you never got a ballot to end.

E A R L I E R  I N  T H I S  S T O RY

T H E  R E C E I P T S

Rep. Jim Himes says the "the Iranians now, in some sense, control what happens on Election Day"
CBS News MAINSTREAM § 13:30 EDT

Democratic Rep. Jim Himes of Connecticut told "Face the Nation with Margaret Brennan" that as President Trump rejected Iran's latest

proposal to reopen the Strait of Hormuz and restart talks, "the Iranians now, in some sense, control what happens on Election Day."

GOP rep: Americans feel 'fatigue' in diesel prices increasing
The Hill MAINSTREAM § 16:03 EDT

Rep. Rick Crawford (R-Ark.) said Sunday that Americans are “fatigued” about rising diesel prices amid the Iran war.

Trump’s War With Iran Drags Down Republicans in Midterm Elections
The New York Times MAINSTREAM § 11:16 EDT

As their midterm picture darkens, and gas and diesel prices soar, some Republicans who backed the war for months are now changing

their tune.

Iran 'fully prepared' for war to resume if Trump authorizes strikes after midterms
The Hill MAINSTREAM § 14:37 EDT

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi on Sunday said that his country is "fully prepared" for the conflict with the U.S. to resume if

President Trump authorizes new strikes on the regime after the November midterm elections. Araghchi told NBC News's Kristen

Welker in an interview on "Meet the Press" that the U.S.

· Trump admits Iran war will not end before midterms from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

· Trump predicts Iran war will end right after midterm elections from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.

“The White House pushed this fight past the

midterms, and Sunday the Iranians told NBC

they're fine waiting out the two weeks after — the

diesel truck raising your grocery bill doesn't care

whose election calendar it's running on. A

member of Congress calls that "fatigue." Call it

what the receipts show: a price hike scheduled

around a vote, and the bill lands at the pump, not

on the ballot.”

— Sal

“Look, timelines shift in wartime, that's not
weakness, that's command flexibility — the
administration never said "before the midterms,"
they said "immediately after," which is a real date,
a specific — okay, it's not a date, it's whenever
Tehran decides it's ready, which, hold on, did I
just say the enemy sets our election schedule?
That's not a talking point I meant to arrive at.”

— Chip

Ambassador confirms Trump offered to sell weapons to the country Trump's own strategy

names as the threat By Sal · the early evening edition, 27 September 2026

—

Trump rejects Iran's ceasefire, promises doomsday war, then books talks for this week

anyway By Chip · the early evening edition, 27 September 2026

—

Treasury gives Iran two weeks to run out of trade; envoy blames Iran for wanting it up front.

By Chip · the early bird edition, 27 September 2026

—

Trump's ambassador blames Iran's 'everything up front' demand; it doesn't appear in Iran's

own transcript. By Lou · the noon edition, 27 September 2026

—

Trump rejects Iran's offer, brags about the three-hour meeting anyway, has Rubio call Iran

miscalculating. By Lou · the coffee break edition, 27 September 2026

—

President rejects Iran's seven-day offer to reopen the Strait and reschedules the bombing for

after the midterms; his U.N. ambassador goes on Fox to say the $6.48 diesel came from

Ukraine By Lou · the breakfast edition, 27 September 2026

—

https://fromeach.com/chip.html
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/6113992-crawford-diesel-prices-iran-war/
https://fromeach.com/dot.html
https://fromeach.com/dutch.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/rep-jim-himes-says-the-the-iranians-now-in-some-sense-control-what-happens-on-election-day/
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/6113992-crawford-diesel-prices-iran-war/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/27/us/politics/iran-war-republicans-midterms-trump.html
https://thehill.com/policy/international/6113728-araghchi-warns-trump-aggression/
https://thehill.com/newsletters/defense-national-security/6080270-trump-admits-iran-war-will-not-end-before-midterms/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/white-house/4718924/trump-iran-war-ending-after-midterms/
https://fromeach.com/broadside.html
https://fromeach.com/methods.html#methods
https://fromeach.com/sal.html
https://fromeach.com/chip.html
https://fromeach.com/story/6843-ambassador-confirms-trump-offered-to-sell-weapons-to-the-cou.html
https://fromeach.com/story/6843-ambassador-confirms-trump-offered-to-sell-weapons-to-the-cou.html
https://fromeach.com/story/6839-trump-rejects-iran-s-ceasefire-promises-doomsday-war-then-bo.html
https://fromeach.com/story/6839-trump-rejects-iran-s-ceasefire-promises-doomsday-war-then-bo.html
https://fromeach.com/story/6829-treasury-gives-iran-two-weeks-to-run-out-of-trade-envoy-blam.html
https://fromeach.com/story/6811-trump-s-ambassador-blames-iran-s-everything-up-front-demand.html
https://fromeach.com/story/6811-trump-s-ambassador-blames-iran-s-everything-up-front-demand.html
https://fromeach.com/story/6803-trump-rejects-iran-s-offer-brags-about-the-three-hour-meetin.html
https://fromeach.com/story/6803-trump-rejects-iran-s-offer-brags-about-the-three-hour-meetin.html
https://fromeach.com/story/6797-president-rejects-iran-s-seven-day-offer-to-reopen-the-strai.html
https://fromeach.com/story/6797-president-rejects-iran-s-seven-day-offer-to-reopen-the-strai.html
https://fromeach.com/story/6797-president-rejects-iran-s-seven-day-offer-to-reopen-the-strai.html


PA G E  F 7 F R O M§ E A C H T H E  L AT E  E V E N I N G  E D I T I O N  —  2 7  S E P T E MB E R  2 0 2 6

White House airs Trump's ad the weekend a senator says officials
shouldn't buy private ads with public money.

By RUTH

T H E  M O N E Y  D E SK

“5 major networks rejoin White House TV pool after CNN standoff”, 25 September 2026 ( PHOTO VI A THE HI LL — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  The White House aired Trump's campaign ad during NFL commercial breaks.

WHO GETS PAID.  Trump's own $400 million political war chest gets free national airtime paid for by taxpayers instead of by its own donors.

WHAT SLIPS.  The rule that private political ads get paid for and disclosed by campaign donors, not taxpayers, stops applying here.

WHAT'S NEXT.  No case in the ledger matches a sitting president's re-election ad funded straight from the government; what's on the calendar instead is

the midterm election the ad is aimed at, the same one Senator Kennedy invoked on September 27.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

The ledger opens on September 2, when Delta

Air Lines and American Airlines told the White

House they would match its $1,000 federal contribu-

tion to the Trump Accounts opened for their employ-

ees' children. The account is a federal program. The

White House announced the corporate match itself,

on its own social media feed.

On September 22, Representative Byron Donalds

relaunched his campaign website with several men-

tions of the president removed. The next day, a sepa-

rate candidate, running in what the report described

only as a deep-red state, dropped "Pro-Trump" from

a campaign slogan.…

…(cont) On September 25, a watchdog reviewed the

$400 million political war chest currently under the

president's control and called it a "clear-cut violation" of

the campaign finance law written to keep a sitting of-

ficeholder from directing money raised outside the

rules built for the rest of a campaign.

Two days after that finding, on September 27,

Senator John Kennedy went on CBS and said no official

"should spend public money on private ads for

themselves."

That same weekend, a taxpayer-funded advertise-

ment aired during the commercial breaks of two NFL

games. The footage, drawn from the same 2024 cam-

paign operation the watchdog had just flagged, showed

the president walking through a hall while a voiceover

called the moment "the final battle" and promised to

"cast out" what came next. CNN reported the airing; The

Hill confirmed it ran Sunday. The government paid for

the broadcast slot. The inventory came from a campaign

account, not a government one. Neither the candidates

who removed the name from their own websites nor

the senator who objected to the practice got a vote on

which reel the networks ran.

Run the four entries side by side and they land on

one fact: money moves toward the name at the levels

that answer to no voter, a federal savings account, a na-

tional broadcast, and moves away from it at the one

level that does, the candidate's own website. Twenty-six

days, four entries, one direction. The candidates scrub-

bing the name and the government rebroadcasting it

are drawing on the same account, headed into the same

midterms.

❦  F R O M  T H E  C O R N E R  ❦

Du t c h

The ad running during NFL breaks is billed to the same $400 million account a watchdog already calls a clear-cut violation of campaign finance law. That is

not a public-service announcement, it is a campaign commercial with the government picking up the check. Because the check comes from the gen-

eral fund instead of the campaign account, it skips the filing a voter could check; because that filing doesn't happen, the cost stays off any record near

your ballot; it shows up instead, quiet as a line item, already subtracted from your last paycheck's withholding.

E A R L I E R  I N  T H I S  S T O RY

T H E  R E C E I P T S

5 major networks rejoin White House TV pool after CNN standoff
The Hill MAINSTREAM § 12:06 EDT

The five major television networks were back in the White House television pool on Friday following their standoff with the White

House over CNN’s access. CBS broadcast the live feed for television outlets at the White House showing President Trump welcoming

Chinese President Xi Jinping back to the White House for the third day of...

Sen. Kennedy urges Trump to focus on affordability ahead of midterm elections

A new ad campaign promotes Trump. A GOP senator says public money shouldn't pay for that.
CBS News MAINSTREAM § 14:42 EDT

Kennedy also weighed in on a new ad campaign extolling the president, saying no official "should spend public money on private

ads for themselves."

But: The White House ballroom was announced at $200 million and now costs $400 million; taxpayers are on the hook for
half Fortune, 6 April 2026

White House airs taxpayer-funded ad talking about 'the final battle'

The Hill MAINSTREAM § 21:27 EDT

A taxpayer-funded advertisement from the White House aired Sunday during the commercial breaks of two NFL games, CNN

reported. Included in the ad, according to the outlet, was imagery of President Trump making his way through a hall with a

voiceover of the president saying, “this is the final battle.” “We will cast out the...

· Two major airlines join $1,000 Trump Accounts matching efforts: White House from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.

“This is laundering with a broadcast license: the

government pays for the airtime so it doesn't have

to get called a campaign contribution. Down-

ballot candidates are erasing his name because

their own polling says it's radioactive, while

taxpayers get billed for the exact version those

candidates are running from. That's not

messaging, that's a rerun paid for by people who

didn't get a vote on it.”

— Sal

“This is public communication about the
administration's record, not a campaign ad — did
I say ad? I meant informational programming,
that's standard for any White House. As for the
"final battle" line, that's — okay, I didn't clear that
language, that's a production choice, not policy.”

— Chip

Government reairs Trump's ad from the $400 million war chest his own candidates are

scrubbing from their sites By Ruth · the early evening edition, 27 September 2026

—

https://fromeach.com/ruth.html
https://thehill.com/homenews/media/6111575-major-networks-back-white-house-pool/
https://fromeach.com/dot.html
https://fromeach.com/dutch.html
https://thehill.com/homenews/media/6111575-major-networks-back-white-house-pool/
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https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/6114342-trump-nfl-ad-airing/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/business/4710790/delta-american-trump-accounts-matching-efforts/
https://fromeach.com/broadside.html
https://fromeach.com/methods.html#methods
https://fromeach.com/sal.html
https://fromeach.com/chip.html
https://fromeach.com/story/6845-government-reairs-trump-s-ad-from-the-400-million-war-chest.html
https://fromeach.com/story/6845-government-reairs-trump-s-ad-from-the-400-million-war-chest.html
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The finance archive — every headline the section has run

T H E  C O N T R A C T

New York's Medicaid portal grew from $177 million
to $1 billion without one competing bid, legally

LAWSUIT TARGETS 'MEDICALLY  FRAIL' MEDICAID WORK REQUIREMENT EX EMPTION (PHOTO VIA THE

HILL)

T H E  L E D G E R ,  B Y  K I N D

Realized $1.8B

Raised $7.0B

Contracts $26B

Taxpayer $1.2B

Paper $2.1B

Five tallies, never one. The full ledger, 38 lines · audited

24 August 2026

B Y  C AT E G O RY,  S E G M E N T E D  B Y  K I N D

Contracts 8

Other 8

Crypto 5

Venue 2

Family 9

Settlements 1

Merch 3

Pardons 2

Square-root scale, so the millions show beside the billions;

segments by kind, darkest realized, lightest paper; the

count is lines, the length is not a number we print. Every

li it d

P R O P E RT I E S  I N  M O T I O N

Hung Yen, Vietnam $1.5B

The Saudi portfolio ~$10B

Sazan Island, Albania $1.4B

Trump Tower Belgrade withdrawn

All 5 listings, conflicts disclosed

T H E  B U S I N E S S  D E S K

The Tab, the Cut, the Pump, the Barrel, the Rockets: the

standing meters, on Page F3.

T H E  S C O R E K E E P E R S

Family-wide totals by other tallies — cross-checks, never

addends: The New Yorker's made-because-of-office count

$3.4B; Forbes' family-wide mark $10B; The Oversight

Democrats' realized tracker $2.2B.

White House airs Trump's ad the
weekend a senator says officials shouldn't
buy private ads with public money.
B Y  RUTH

The Money Desk

The ledger opens on

September 2, when Delta

Air Lines and American

Airlines told the White

House they would match

its $1,000 federal contri-

bution to the Trump

Accounts opened for

their employees' chil-

dren. The account is a

federal program. The

White House announced

the corporate match it-

self, on its own social me-

dia feed.

On September 22,

Representative Byron

Donalds relaunched his

campaign website with

several mentions of the

president removed. The

next day, a separate can-

… Continued on Page F7

Same $994 check counted
down five times by one outlet:
15 days, then 8, 3, 2, then 4
B Y  RUTH

The Money Desk

On August 29th, the

Washington Examiner

filed "September Social

Security direct payment

worth $994 goes out in

three days." The next

morning, August 30th, it

filed the same payment

again — same $994, same

September first — head-

line changed to "goes out

in two days." One day

had passed. The count-

down had lost one day.

The amount had not

moved between the two

payments. Seven days

later, September 23rd,

the same October pay-

ment ran again, this time

at "goes out in 8 days."

… Continued on Page F6

Republicans spend $100 million
and 7 million eggs, then watch
Paxton's deficit grow from 3 to 5.
B Y  RUTH

The Money Desk

Start with the number

the receipts actually give,

not the one that would be

easy to assume. On

August 27th, Texas

Public Opinion Research

put James Talarico at 47

percent against Ken

Paxton. The release did

not print Paxton's num-

ber, so the margin that

day does not exist in the

record. The same survey

had Gina Hinojosa trail-

ing Greg Abbott in the

governor's race; how far

behind, the release

doesn't say either.

On September 9th,

Ken Paxton, still sitting

as Texas's attorney gen-

eral, announced the

… Continued on Page F6

Trump announces permanent control
of Greenland; Denmark keeps
sovereignty, taxpayers get the basing bill
B Y  STERLING

The Ownership Desk

You will have read

that the United States got

Greenland for nothing,

and you will want to

know what nothing costs.

Permanent control, the

president called it on

Friday. The agreement

signed at the United

Nations on Tuesday says

otherwise: Danish

sovereignty maintained,

Greenlandic autonomy

maintained, the

American military pres-

ence affirmed and ex-

panded. Not title. Access.

A usufruct is the right to

use another's property

and take the fruits while

the owner keeps the deed

— and the fruits here are

… Continued on Page F6

German scientists prepare to move
the U.S. climate record to Hamburg,
out of the administration's reach
B Y  MORT

The Records Bureau

The rule that made

automakers clean up

their fleets died Saturday

night. It was two years

old.

The President said he

had approved new fuel

economy standards ter-

minating it, and called

the occasion a big day for

workers and consumers.

The wire, reading the

same document, called it

a boost for automakers.

Both sentences ran in the

same news cycle. Only

one of them says who

gets the money.

It was born in 2024, a

set of pollution stan-

dards for the fleet, writ-

ten — The Hill explains —

… Continued on Page F8

Priced by the budget office at $38
billion, a figure it calls conservative,
the war is being paid at the pump
by the farmer who voted for it and
now says he can't stay in business.
B Y  CHIP

Staff Writer

The line is farmers

first, and the line holds.

Walk the week with me

and you will see it holds.

Tuesday the 15th, the

Congressional Budget

Office closed its books

and priced the war at $38

billion. In a federal bud-

get that is a rounding er

— it is not a rounding er-

ror, I would never say

that, it is $38 billion of

real money, and the

Budget Office calls that

figure conservative.

… Continued on Page F3

Rich seek repeal of Washington's
millionaire tax before year one; New
York's tax brought millionaires in
B Y  RUTH

The Money Desk

The item on my desk

says Washington State

voters will get a chance to

accept or reject the 9.9

percent income tax on

millionaires the

Legislature approved,

the one that broke the

state's taboo against levy-

ing income taxes. The tax

has not finished a year.

The ballot measure ar-

rived anyway, so let's do

the arithmetic the repeal

argument rests on.

The argument is de-

parture. The clearest

wording I have for it

comes from New York,

from the hedge fund

manager Bill Ackman,

who said last year that "it

… Continued on Page F4

Outsourcing firms take eleven percent of
all public spending under the government
that pledged to end outsourcing
B Y  STERLING

The Ownership Desk

You will want to know

what went wrong here,

and the answer is noth-

ing. Nothing whatever.

The public sector spent

one hundred and twenty-

nine billion pounds last

year on services pro-

vided by outsourcing

firms, and those firms

retained an estimated six

billion of it as profit.

Estimated, mind you —

profit on a public con-

tract is not a figure the

public is handed unbid-

den. Close to eleven per-

cent of all public expen-

diture now goes to pri-

vate firms. Eleven per-

cent. Not skimmed, not

diverted: invoiced, and

… Continued on Page F2

White House claims $250 billion in
unverified fraud savings while quietly
dropping its own NIH grant order.
B Y  RUTH

The Money Desk

The ledger arrived

first. On September 27

the New York Times ran

the numbers on the

White House's fraud task

force against the case

files behind its headline

figure of $250 billion.

Some share of that total

— the paper does not give

a clean percentage, only

says the ledger "in-

cludes" it — is cases that

were identified and went

to trial during the Biden

administration. That is

not new fraud caught.

That is old fraud re-filed

under new letterhead

and counted twice.

Five days earlier, on

September 22, a second

… Continued on Page F6

Commerce secretary calls water fears
'propaganda,' the same fears Trump's own
county just cited to ban data centers.
B Y  RUTH

The Money Desk

Let's reconcile the file,

hon.

On August 31st,

President Trump posted

that any American com-

munity declining to host

a new AI data center

would end up "back-

wards and poor." Two

days later, on September

2nd, his own commerce

secretary, Howard

Lutnick, sat down with

CNBC's Squawk Box and

worked the same account

from the other side.

Asked about voters an-

gry over their water and

electric bills, Lutnick

said watching people

worry that data centers

use water was "one of my

… Continued on Page F3

T H E  TA R I F F  L E D G E R

Bessent floats a tariff cut on 'noncritical'
goods; five days later, the summit
delivers one worth $30 billion.
B Y  RUTH

The Money Desk

On September 21,

Treasury Secretary Scott

Bessent told CNBC that

U.S. and Chinese officials

were "considering" low-

ering tariffs on "noncriti-

cal" products, and that

the two sides had floated

a number: $30 billion.

Five days later, in

Washington, the number

arrived exactly as floated

— a finalized $30 billion

tariff-cut agreement,

folded into a summit that

also produced a two-year

coal deal and a new

name for artificial intelli-

gence. The filing matches

the pitch to the dollar.

… Continued on Page F2

C LAS S I F I ED

F O R  SA L E  Reflecting Pool, painted flag-blue, now algae-

green, $14 million. Drains sold separately, repeatedly.

F O R  SA L E  Fiftieth consecutive year of deficit panic,

lightly used in Democratic administrations only. Free

with any tax cut.

F O R  SA L E  Fourth of July, $5.4 million as observed.

Freedom included; terms apply.

H E L P WA N TE D  FDA food inspectors, all shifts. Bring your

own magnifying glass. Check the popsicles for glass.

H E L P WA N TE D  Librarians, to unshelve 22,810 books

across 451 districts. Start with the one about banning

books.
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Who stands where, billed strictly by the number of documented political acts on their record.
The credit in parentheses is how you know them; the links are the receipts.

CENTER STAGE

Names the public assigns a side the record does not support — the quote is the correction.

“Qanon and the entire MAGA movement was a grift. I'm disgusted at how the CYA Conservatives/GOP has left 75,000,000 voters

hanging out to dry. I'm done with politics & I never trusted either party. So long Patriots!”

— Isaiah Washington (Grey's Anatomy), Twitter, 2021

“My agents and my managers all left me.”

— Antonio Sabato Jr. (General Hospital), Variety, on the cost of his 2016 RNC speech, 2020

“a registered independent with a lot of libertarian leanings”

— Tom Selleck (Magnum, P.I.), National Review, 2004

“Politically, for me to speak on it, there are experts who know much more than I do.”

— Kevin James (The King of Queens), Fox News, 2026

“The amount of people struggling out there because of these f***ing billionaires, and they got us all arguing liberal and

conservative.”

— Bill Burr (F Is for Family), Monday Morning Podcast, 2025

“It feels to me like it's a genocide that's happening while we're alive here in front of our, in front of our lives.”

— Theo Von (This Past Weekend), This Past Weekend podcast, 2025

“Actually, there was supposed to be an Epstein joke here, but I guess it got deleted. Probably deleted itself, right? Probably

never existed, actually. Let's move on as a country and ignore that.”

— Shane Gillis (Kill Tony / SNL), ESPY Awards monologue, 2025

“I know there's heartbreaking stuff that's been happening right now, but I want this night to be an escape and I think that's

why I was brought on.”

— Nate Bargatze (The Tennessee Kid), Entertainment Weekly interview, 2025

“When you jump into that political realm you're alienating some of your audience.”

— Kevin Hart (Jumanji), Variety interview, 2017

“I just keep my head down and make sure the jokes are funny. We hit both sides equally, and we try to make everybody laugh,

and that's really the way our show works.”

— Jimmy Fallon (The Tonight Show), CNBC interview, 2025

“I will always be an American before I am a Republican. That's why, this week, I am voting for Kamala Harris and Tim Walz.”

— Arnold Schwarzenegger (The Terminator), Written endorsement posted to his social media, 2024

“I'm going to keep my politics to myself, and I think it's between me and the ballot box.”

— Dwayne Johnson (Jumanji), Esquire Summer 2026 cover interview, 2026

“The question is not, 'Did your candidate win or lose?' but rather, 'Will you wake up the next morning and help an old lady

move?'”

— Chris Pratt (Guardians of the Galaxy), Op-ed in Maria Shriver's Sunday Paper, 2024

“A lot of celebrities did, do, and shouldn't.”

— Mark Wahlberg (Ted), Task & Purpose interview, 2016

“I've lived my life being angry, which is what I was on Fox News. I was the angry, conservative Black woman and at that time in

my life, it was who I was. I realized in 2016 that anger is unsustainable and it will destroy you. I made a lot of mistakes because

of that anger.”

— Stacey Dash (Clueless), DailyMailTV interview, 2021

“Whether your road leads you to Pete, like mine has, that's for you to judge.”

— Kevin Costner (Yellowstone), Buttigieg rally, Indianola, Iowa, 2019

“The only candidate I ever supported is Ron Paul.”

— Vince Vaughn (Wedding Crashers), Los Angeles Times interview, 2020

“I couldn't say, 'I'm a Republican, sorry.' I wasn't a Republican, I was worse: I was a hardcore libertarian.”

— Kurt Russell (Escape from New York), The Daily Beast, 2015

“I love my country, but at this time, I don't recognize my country.”

— Angelina Jolie (Maleficent), Press conference, San Sebastián International Film Festival, 2025

“It is also a path that I am choosing not to take at this moment.”

— Matthew McConaughey (Dazed and Confused), Video statement declining the Texas governor's race, 2021

Billing order is arithmetic, not adjective: rank is the count of sourced acts — office held, campaign staffed, convention stage, rally, endorsement — and one receipt

bills at the bottom. Both columns get the same knife. Living actors only; every line links or it does not run. Roster verified 23 August 2026; the record moves, and so

does the bill.

The entertainment archive — every headline the section has run

S TA G E  L E F T

Billed by the count of

sourced acts; the credit is

how you know them. The

whole marquee

Jane Fonda (Grace and

Frankie)
10 ACTS

“Empathy is not weak or

'woke.' 'Woke' just means

you give a damn about

other people.” SAG Life

Achievement Award

speech, 2025

1.

Susan Sarandon

(Thelma & Louise)
10 ACTS

“There are a lot of people

afraid of being Jewish at

this time, and are getting

a taste of what it feels

like to be a Muslim in

this country, so often

subjected to violence.”

Pro-Palestinian rally, New

York — the remark that cost

her UTA; she later called it "a

terrible mistake", 2023

2.

Robert De Niro (Taxi

Driver)
7 ACTS

“I hate to say it, but

loving our country is

starting to sound like an

abused spouse saying

they love their abuser. I

can't love a country

that's led by Donald

Trump. I want to love my

country again. I want my

country back.” "Rise Up,

Sing Out" First Amendment

concert, The Town Hall,

New York, 2026

3.

Danny Glover (Lethal

Weapon)
6 ACTS

4.

Cynthia Nixon (Sex and

the City)
5 ACTS

5.

Julia Louis-Dreyfus

(Veep)
5 ACTS

6.

Alec Baldwin (30 Rock)
5 ACTS

7.

Alyssa Milano

(Charmed)
5 ACTS

8.

Cher (Moonstruck)
5 ACTS

9.

Dave Chappelle

(Chappelle's Show)
5 ACTS

10.

Mark Ruffalo (Hulk)
5 ACTS

11.

Martin Sheen (The

West Wing)
5 ACTS

12.

Stephen Colbert (The

Late Show)
5 ACTS

13.

Daryl Hannah (Splash)
5 ACTS

14.

Kathy Griffin

(Suddenly Susan)
5 ACTS

15.

George Clooney

(Ocean's Eleven)
5 ACTS

16.

Rosie O'Donnell (A

League of Their Own)
5 ACTS

17.

Kal Penn (Harold &

Kumar)
4 ACTS

18.

Jennifer Garner (Alias)
4 ACTS

19.

Jon Stewart (The Daily

Show)
4 ACTS

20.

Jimmy Kimmel

(Jimmy Kimmel

Live)
4 ACTS

21.

Bill Maher (Real Time)
4 ACTS

22.

Jim Carrey (The Mask)
4 ACTS

23.

Kerry Washington

(Scandal)
3 ACTS

24.

Oprah Winfrey (The

Color Purple)
3 ACTS

25.

Sarah Silverman

(School of Rock)
3 ACTS

26.

Sean Astin (Rudy)
3 ACTS

27.

Chelsea Handler

(Chelsea Lately)
3 ACTS

28.

Samantha Bee (Full

Frontal)
3 ACTS

29.

Tom Hanks (Forrest
Gump)
3 ACTS

30.

Amy Schumer

(Trainwreck)
3 ACTS

31.

Sam Waterston (Law &

Order)
3 ACTS

32.

Mark Hamill (Star

Wars)
3 ACTS

33.

Sacha Baron Cohen

(Borat)
3 ACTS

34.

David Letterman (Late

Show with David

Letterman)
3 ACTS

35.

John Oliver (Last Week

Tonight)
3 ACTS

36.

Johnny Depp (Pirates

of the Caribbean)
3 ACTS

37.

Seth Meyers (Late

Night)
3 ACTS

38.

Eva Longoria

(Desperate

Housewives)
2 ACTS

39.

W. Kamau Bell (United

Shades of America)
2 ACTS

40.

America Ferrera (Ugly

Betty)
2 ACTS

41.

Ashley Judd (Double

Jeopardy)
2 ACTS

42.

Meryl Streep (The

Devil Wears Prada)
2 ACTS

43.

Tony Goldwyn

(Scandal)
2 ACTS

44.

Ben Stiller (Zoolander)
2 ACTS

45.

Bradley Whitford (The

West Wing)
2 ACTS

46.

Danny DeVito (Taxi)
2 ACTS

47.

Jennifer Lawrence (The

Hunger Games)
2 ACTS

48.

Whoopi Goldberg

(Ghost)
2 ACTS

49.

Michelle Wolf (The

Break)
2 ACTS

50.

George Takei (Star

Trek)
2 ACTS

51.

Wanda Sykes (Curb

Your Enthusiasm)
2 ACTS

52.

Julia Roberts (Pretty

Woman)
2 ACTS

53.

Hasan Minhaj (Patriot
Act)
2 ACTS

54.

Sean Penn (Mystic

River)
2 ACTS

55.

Trevor Noah (The Daily
Show)
2 ACTS

56.

Lena Dunham (Girls)
1 ACT

57.

Bryan Cranston

(Breaking Bad)
1 ACT

58.

Debra Messing (Will &

Grace)
1 ACT

59.

John Cusack (Say

Anything)
1 ACT

60.

Chris Evans (Captain

America)
1 ACT

61.

Jane Lynch (Glee)
1 ACT

62.

Leonardo DiCaprio

(Titanic)
1 ACT

63.

Mandy Patinkin (The

Princess Bride)
1 ACT

64.

Michael Douglas (Wall

Street)
1 ACT

65.

Jeff Daniels (The

Newsroom)
1 ACT

66.

Michael J. Fox (Back to

the Future)
1 ACT

67.

Sam Elliott (The Big

Lebowski)
1 ACT

68.

Samuel L. Jackson (Pulp

Fiction)
1 ACT

69.

Kennedy Center board halts its own repairs,
then blames the damage to close the building

FORMER KENNEDY  CENTER EMPLOY EES CLAIM OFFICIALS HALTED REPAIRS MONTHS PRIOR TO

CLOSURE (PHOTO VIA THE HILL)

B Y  MITCH

Investigations

Filed with Congress on

Thursday: a letter from former

Kennedy Center employees, repre-

sented by attorney David Seide,

laying out internal documents that

challenge the board's story about

S TA G E  R I G H T

Billed by the count of

sourced acts; the credit is

how you know them. The

whole marquee

Jon Voight (Midnight

Cowboy)
9 ACTS

“So let us stand with our

president, let us stand for

this truth that President

Trump is the greatest

president since Abraham

Lincoln.” Twitter video

address, 2019

1.

Joe Rogan (The Joe

Rogan Experience)
6 ACTS

“For the record, yes,

that's an endorsement of

Trump.” X, election eve,

2024

2.

James Woods (Casino)
6 ACTS

“I am done with the

Republican Party.

Between this and

Thune's refusal to pass

the SAVE Act, I'm done

with these uniparty

traitors. I'm changing

my party affiliation to

Independent. No wonder

President Trump is

fighting an uphill battle

every day.” X post, 2026

3.

Dean Cain (Lois &

Clark)
5 ACTS

4.

Rob Schneider (Deuce
Bigalow)
5 ACTS

5.

Clint Eastwood (Dirty

Harry)
4 ACTS

6.

Nicki Minaj (Golden

Visa)
4 ACTS

7.

Jim Caviezel (The

Passion of the Christ)
4 ACTS

8.

Roseanne Barr

(Roseanne)
4 ACTS

9.

Tony Hinchcliffe (Kill

Tony)
4 ACTS

10.

Zachary Levi

(Shazam!)
4 ACTS

11.

Sylvester Stallone

(Rocky)
3 ACTS

12.

Robert Davi (The
Goonies)
3 ACTS

13.

Scott Baio (Happy

Days)
3 ACTS

14.

Stephen Baldwin (The
Usual Suspects)
3 ACTS

15.

Dennis Miller (SNL

Weekend Update)
3 ACTS

16.

Dennis Quaid (Reagan)
3 ACTS

17.

Gina Carano (The

Mandalorian)
3 ACTS

18.

Greg Gutfeld (Gutfeld!)
3 ACTS

19.

Jim Breuer (Half

Baked)
3 ACTS

20.

Larry the Cable Guy

(Blue Collar Comedy

Tour)
3 ACTS

21.

Kevin Sorbo (Hercules:

The Legendary
Journeys)
3 ACTS

22.

Ricky Schroder (Silver

Spoons)
3 ACTS

23.

Adam Carolla (The
Man Show)
3 ACTS

24.

Ben Stein (Ferris

Bueller's Day Off)
3 ACTS

25.

Kelsey Grammer

(Frasier)
3 ACTS

26.

Kristy Swanson (Buffy

the Vampire Slayer
(the film))
3 ACTS

27.

Tim Allen (Home

Improvement)
3 ACTS

28.

Lou Ferrigno (The

Incredible Hulk)
2 ACTS

29.

Mel Gibson

(Braveheart)
2 ACTS

30.

Angie Harmon (Rizzoli

& Isles)
2 ACTS

31.

Jeff Foxworthy (Blue

Collar Comedy Tour)
2 ACTS

32.

Joe Piscopo (Saturday

Night Live)
2 ACTS

33.

Kirk Cameron

(Growing Pains)
2 ACTS

34.

Nick Searcy (Justified)
2 ACTS

35.

Randy Quaid

(Christmas Vacation)
2 ACTS

36.

John Schneider (The
Dukes of Hazzard)
2 ACTS

37.

Gary Sinise (Forrest

Gump)
2 ACTS

38.

Jon Lovitz (Saturday
Night Live)
2 ACTS

39.

Patricia Heaton

(Everybody Loves

Raymond)
2 ACTS

40.

Victoria Jackson

(Saturday Night Live)
2 ACTS

41.

Janine Turner

(Northern Exposure)
1 ACT

42.

Macklemore asks stadium owner to match $1 million for
Palestinian aid; is removed from tour, offered a meeting
B Y  STERLING

The Ownership Desk

You are thinking of it as a firing.

It was not a firing. The man re-

moved from the stage was not em-

ployed by the man who owns the

stage. What an opening act holds

in a stadium is a licence — permis-

sion, revocable at the pleasure of

whoever granted it, and nothing

more durable than that.

Macklemore asked, from the stage,

that Robert Kraft fund Palestinian

humanitarian aid. Macklemore

came off Ed Sheeran's tour. Dave

Portnoy put the instrument

plainly, and with some warmth:

"He owns the stadium, it's his

house."

And the money? Macklemore

gave one million dollars and asked

Kraft to match it. Kraft says the

match was made — against the two

million dollars Ed Sheeran had

asked him to match, for "aid in the

region". Sheeran asked. Sheeran,

mind you, who has the tour.

The argument arrives this week

dressed as a backyard party: you

own a home, you engage an enter-

tainer, the entertainer engages an

opening act, and something goes

sideways. A home. Kraft says he

would welcome a sit-down; music

sources say Macklemore has not

responded. A sit-down ... offered,

you understand, by the party who

does not require one.

… Continued on Page D2

Man vowing to save his name on Kennedy Center photographed
holding plans titled 'Kennedy Center DEMOLITION.'
B Y  MORT

The Records Bureau

"The renovation" died

Wednesday night, somewhere over

open water, at the age of three

weeks. Cause of death: a

photograph.

It was born August 26, when

this administration told CBS News

that if the courts kept blocking the

president's push to put his name

on the John F. Kennedy Center for

the Performing Arts, demolition

might follow the renovation plans

anyway — a threat, we were as-

sured at the time, contingent on the

lawyers. The very next day,

Commerce Secretary Howard

Lutnick floated a gentler path: skip

the court fight, just let the Center

"acknowledge" the president for

his role in the renovations. Two of-

fers on the table, one day apart —

keep the name through construc-

tion, or lose the building entirely.

Both, notably, still required a

name to attach to something left

standing.

On August 29, Rep. Joyce Beatty,

an ex officio board member who

has already beaten back one round

of the administration's proposed

changes in court, said the litigation

might yet stand between the wreck-

ing ball and the building. "Who's

going to stop them?" she asked,

and answered her own question

with a lawsuit.

… Continued on Page D2

R I P P E D  D O W N  C L A U S E

Denied a tribute by a federal judge, Trump
threatens to demolish the Kennedy Center instead.
B Y  MORT

The Records Bureau

They let the ceiling fall in and

then hand you the estimate like it's

a surprise. The same board that

voted to shut the place down for

two years is now telling you he'll

tear the whole building down if he

doesn't get his name on the wall.

That's not maintenance, that's a

stickup with a ribbon-cutting

scheduled for after.

… Continued on Page D2

After 30 years on the bench, Judge Judy
retires and appoints her son her successor.
B Y  MORT

The Records Bureau

Judge Judy, a program, died

last week in syndication after thirty

years on the bench, the family con-

firmed at a party held to mark the

occasion. She was born in 1996,

daughter of daytime television and

small-claims court, and lived to

see twenty-five seasons of her own

docket before handing down her fi-

nal verdict on "Judy Justice" this

October.

The cause was retirement, an-

nounced without incident on

September 12, when Sheindlin,

then 83, revealed the show would

end and that she would remain, as

ever, employed in the entertain-

ment business. Two days later, on

September 14, the succession was

made official: her son, Adam Levy,

premiered "Adam's Law" in na-

tional syndication, telling re-

porters he had "learned from the

best." He did not run for the gavel.

It was handed to him.

By the time the party marking

the exit closed out this week, the ar-

rangement had the shape of the

family businesses this page usu-

ally covers under other names: an

owner steps back, an heir steps

forward, and the enterprise itself

never actually leaves the house-

hold. Nobody auditioned. Nobody

had to. The bench was, it turns

… Continued on Page D2

Sheeran drops Macklemore for saying Palestine,
watches the bill quit, says he's not complicit
B Y  CHIP

Staff Writer

A guy says two words on a

stage, gets his name pulled off a

tour by a billionaire who then

brags about doing it — that's not a

booking decision, that's a bill col-

lector for a war showing his badge.

Then the whole opening lineup

quits one by one and Sheeran

stands up and says "I'm not com-

plicit" like the sentence does the

work the exits already undid. The

math doesn't care how it feels to

say it out loud.

… Continued on Page D2

Robert Kraft's calls trim Macklemore's Ed Sheeran
dates from ten shows to two over Palestine solidarity
B Y  SAL

Staff Writer

placeholder

… Continued on Page D2

Fashion council president gags protester on camera,
Daily Caller calls it a fed-up exec's reality check
B Y  CHIP

Staff Writer

By Sunday night the story had

already settled into two separate

objects that happen to be the same

five seconds of tape. NBC News re-

ported it plainly: the president of

the Council of Fashion Designers of

America was captured on video

grabbing an animal rights pro-

tester at New York Fashion Week

and covering her mouth with his

hand. That is the whole incident,

stated once, correctly.

The Daily Caller reported it dif-

ferently. Their headline: "PETA

Protestor Crashes NYFW Show,

Gets Reality Check From Fed Up

Fashion Exec." A reality check.

Delivered by a man described, in

their own copy, as fed up — which

is doing a great deal of work for a

word that usually means annoyed,

not a hand over someone's mouth.

And here the defense has to be

made, so it will be made. He was

provoked. A show was disrupted.

Executives are not obligated to

stand still while their industry is

interrupted, and a firm hand — a

firm hand covering a woman's

mouth on camera, that's — that's

not a reality check, that's the inci-

dent NBC already described, just

relabeled by a headline writer who

watched the same tape and

reached for a gentler verb.

… Continued on Page D2

South Park renames itself to mock a move
Apple and Google already made real.
B Y  SAL

Staff Writer

An executive order works on a

lake the way a memo works on a

company: it does not touch the wa-

ter, it touches the label. On August

27th the President signed one re-

naming Lake Ontario "Lake

America," a parting shot after

trade talks with Canada broke

down. The lake stayed exactly

where it has been for centuries,

half in New York and half in

Ontario. The order was never re-

ally about geography. It was about

which name the software would

carry.

Google went first. By Saturday,

two days after the signature,

Google Maps showed "Lake

America" to users in the United

States. Apple took longer: its maps

didn't catch up until September 1st,

five days after the order, trailing

Google by three days. The gap is

the whole story in miniature — two

of the largest companies on earth

changed the name of a lake for the

government that regulates them,

and even they couldn't agree on

how fast to do it.

Ontario didn't wait on either

app. On August 29th, Premier

Doug Ford put up a large sign

reading "Lake Ontario" and left it

standing. It's not much of a rebut-

tal to an executive order, except

that a sign doesn't take software

… Continued on Page D2
Mar-a-Lago claims no
knowledge banning
the singer Florida
Republicans already
banned for the same joke.
B Y  CHIP

Staff Writer

Let's be clear about

what happened, because

the coverage is getting

ahead of the facts. A

source says organizers

of the Mar-a-Lago law

enforcement fundraiser

had no knowledge of

Jelly Roll's jokes about

the president when they

pulled his invitation. No

knowledge. That's the

statement, that's what

we're standing behind,

and frankly the timeline

supports it if you don't

look at the

timeline.\n\nHere's what

actually happened, in

order, because order

… Continued on Page D2

King Charles's letter confirms Harry and Meghan
remain non-working, worth $680 million.
B Y  CHIP

Staff Writer

Let the record show: King

Charles's office did exactly what a

functioning institution does when

a story gets confused. It wrote a let-

ter. On September 7, the Palace

confirmed, again, that Prince

Harry and his wife, Meghan, re-

main non-working members of the

royal family — a status unchanged

since 2020, restated now because

the couple has moved back to the

United Kingdom and someone

needed it in writing. This is called

clarity. A confused public gets a

document, and the document says

the same thing it has always said.

Nothing to see here, which is pre-

sumably why it had to be said

again.

The first pressure to say it came

August 28, when a Washington

Examiner column ran the title

alongside a figure, tallying the re-

turned couple's household against

what it called Britain's $680 million

royal lie. That's a columnist's num-

ber, not a government one. The let-

ter is about titles. The $680 million

is about money, which the letter

does not mention, because the let-

ter is about titles. Did I already

make that argument? I believe I al-

ready made that argument.

Three days after that column,

on August 31, Queen Camilla had

Harry to tea at Highgrove ahead of

the move the letter now formalizes,

… Continued on Page D2

Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce debut their new dog as
Alaska’s ranked-choice voting puts longshots on ballot
B Y  SAL

Staff Writer

The news offers Taylor Swift

and Travis Kelce’s new dog a de-

but, while Alaska’s ranked-choice

voting opens the door for unlikely

candidates. The mechanism is the

same: the crowd decides who gets

the spotlight, but the outcome isn’t

always the expected one. The

primetime slot goes to whoever

brings the numbers, whether it’s a

pop star’s puppy or a ballot under-

dog. The walk from the red carpet

to the voting booth is shorter than

it looks. The stakes are the same—

who gets attention, who gets a shot,

and who gets written off as a long-

shot. In both cases, the crowd’s

choice is the headline, not the re-

sult. The underdog gets their mo-

ment, but the system makes sure

the spotlight stays on the show, not

the stakes.

… Continued on Page A2

C LAS S I F I ED

F O R  SA L E  Reflecting Pool,

painted flag-blue, now

algae-green, $14 million.

Drains sold separately,

repeatedly.

F O R  SA L E  Fiftieth

consecutive year of deficit

panic, lightly used in

Democratic

administrations only. Free

with any tax cut.

F O R  SA L E  Fourth of July,

$5.4 million as observed.

Freedom included; terms

apply.

H E L P WA N TE D  FDA food

inspectors, all shifts. Bring

your own magnifying

glass. Check the popsicles

for glass.

H E L P WA N TE D  Librarians,

to unshelve 22,810 books

across 451 districts. Start

with the one about banning

books.

H E L P WA N TE D  Crypto

cops, recently disbanded.

Reapply after the family

bank clears. Bring your

own handcuffs; we sold

ours.

L O ST The East Wing. Last

seen April, near a

bulldozer. If found, do not

return. He's redecorating.

L O ST Measles, eliminated

in the year 2000, since

recovered. Reward for its

re-loss. Ask a kindergarten.

L O ST $1.17 billion in Secret

Service funds. Last seen

heading toward a

ballroom. Finder's fee

negotiable, out of your

taxes.

L O ST The starter home.

Median new owner now 40

years old. If found, please

hold it another fifteen

years.

F O U N D  299 mass shootings,

year to date, and counting.

Owner not looking.

Thoughts and prayers

enclosed.

MORE ON  PAGE C 1

C LAS S I F I ED

PE R SO NA L S Deficit hawk, dormant eight years, seeks sudden urgency. Reappears only when someone proposes feeding

children. No tax cut too large to overlook.

PE R SO NA L S Governing party seeks a spine, any condition, willing to relocate to Washington. Discretion assured. You'll

need it.

PE R SO NA L S Oil company, subsidized, seeks a foreign market and a US-only handout, both at once. No commitment.

Won't call after.

PE R SO NA L S Late-stage empire seeks vaccine, healthcare, functioning food inspection. Third-world symptoms, first-

world zip code. Headed the wrong way, but hopeful.

F R E E  Trans-Atlantic tariff, 50%, to a good home. Applied to Canada at midnight, paused by two a.m. Comes and goes.

That's the deal.

SE RV I CE S Spin available. Defends the indefensible, denies he said it, corrects himself mid-sentence. Ask for Chip. He

never said that.

F O R  SA L E  Hummer H2. Runs great. Parked anyway. I can't afford the fucking gas.

F O R  SA L E  Chest freezer, never opened. Bought during the egg thing. Eggs came down. My planning did not.

PE R SO NA L S Devoted professional, DC. Seeks nothing — the position is filled. "You are all that matters to me." Brings her

own printer. Signed, with all my heart.

WA N TE D  Sole-source contractor to grow a $177 million pilot Medicaid portal into a $1 billion contract without ever

facing a competing bid. No experience necessary. No competitors permitted.

F O R  SA L E  American weapons, gently offered to a rival head of state over dinner. Buyer must first agree to execute their

own drug dealers.

WA N TE D  11,780 votes, Georgia only. Fresh or aged, no questions asked. Reward: one pardon, gently used.

WA N TE D  Seat-fillers, Constitution Avenue, folding chairs provided. The tanks ran forty-five million; the crowd was

extra.

WA N TE D  Thoughts and prayers, in bulk. Standing order, restocked after each. Gun control preferred, but that's out of

reach.

WA N TE D  Mental health care, to blame for the guns. Funded by no one. Apply to SAMHSA, currently closed.

WA N TE D  A war that ends in twenty-four hours. Have attempted fifty-three times. Will keep the promise, not the peace.

WA N TE D  Someone to define "groceries." Old-fashioned word. It's a bag with different things in it, apparently.

WA N TE D  An ally, any ally, willing to be billed for a war it refused. Missiles preferred over friends. Ask about our love

letters.

F O R  SA L E  One White House ballroom, $600 million, half already on your tab. "Donor-funded." See the fine print.

F O R  SA L E  Military parade, gently used, one afternoon. $45 million, plus $16 million in street repair. Six in ten said

don't. We did.

F O R  SA L E  Frontier AI, government price: one dollar. The first one's free. You know what we call that.

F O R  SA L E  Eight straight failed Pentagon audits, one careful owner. Payment plan: another budget increase.

MORE ON  PAGE C 1
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FROM § EACH
 S U NDAY,  2 7  S E P T E M B E R 2 0 2 6  —  T H E  L AT E  E V E NI NG  E D I T I O N

Health
PA G E  H 6

Dispensary verified 24 August 2026. Symptoms move faster than print; the next sweep advances the label.

Back to Page H1

THE TONIC COUNTER
What the management recommends instead. Their words; the evidence follows.

"Don't take Tylenol. Don't take it. Fight like hell not to take it." Pregnant

women were told to "tough it out."

— Donald Trump, President, White House autism event, September 2025

The evidence: The largest study on record — 2.48 million children, sibling-controlled —

found no causal link to autism, and the obstetricians note untreated high fever in

pregnancy is itself the risk. §

Doctors were getting "very, very good results" treating measles with

"budesonide, which is a steroid… clarithromycin and also cod liver oil"

— recoveries he called "almost miraculous and instantaneous." The

vaccine: "a personal choice."

— Robert F. Kennedy Jr., HHS Secretary, Fox News, March 2025, mid-outbreak

The evidence: Neither drug treats measles. Within weeks, a Lubbock children's hospital

reported unvaccinated children hospitalized with measles who also showed vitamin A

toxicity from dosing at home. §

"I'm going to create these wellness farms where they can go to get off

of illegal drugs… to get off of SSRIs, to get off of benzos, to get off of

Adderall" — three or four years growing organic food. As a nominee he

testified his family had "a much worse time getting off of SSRIs than

people have getting off of heroin."

— Robert F. Kennedy Jr., as candidate, July 2024, and at his confirmation hearing, January

2025

The evidence: No evidence supports years of farm labor as addiction treatment —

medication is the standard of care that cuts overdose deaths — and severe antidepressant

withdrawal runs about 1 in 35, "different universes" from heroin per Stanford's addiction

faculty. §

The 2026 prescription: fewer childhood vaccines. The CDC cut the

universally recommended list from 17 diseases to 11 — hepatitis B,

rotavirus, flu, hepatitis A and meningococcal demoted to "shared

clinical decision-making" — on the strength of a 33-page comparison to

Denmark.

— Robert F. Kennedy Jr. / CDC, January 2026

The evidence: No new safety data and no advisory-committee review were cited. The

pediatricians' and obstetricians' societies kept the full schedule; California, New York and

Illinois kept the old one. §

Prescriptions quoted verbatim from the officials who wrote them; the evidence lines link to

the studies and the medical bodies, which is more than the prescriptions did.
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https://www.yahoo.com/news/fact-check-yes-rfk-jr-030000179.html
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https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/rfk-jr-vaccines-overhaul-kids-denmark-fewer-childhood-shots-rcna250055
https://theconversation.com/rfk-jr-guts-the-us-childhood-vaccine-schedule-despite-its-decades-long-safety-record-272788
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Mort

the obituarist

He has been at the paper since they printed it by hand, page by page, and he writes the obituaries nobody commissions: for a

norm, a program, a streak, a protection, a lake's name. He owns one black suit and it gets steady work. He expected this, he

was not consulted, and he shows up anyway, because somebody should. He is not real. The deaths are.

2 7  SEP TEMBER  2 0 2 6

The president priced a Republican Congress at $5,000 an adult, the Treasury secretary told the House the department is examining whether
Congress is needed, and 750,000 Americans lost their health coverage that week.

The authorization requirement — the plain old arrangement in which Congress votes and then the Treasury spends — died Tuesday in a hearing room,

before lunch. It is survived by an examination at the Treasury Department. A rule dies and no casserole comes.

CON TIN U E

2 0  SEP TEMBER  2 0 2 6

"Farmers first," dead at one campaign, is survived by a North Carolina grower in survival mode who still pays the freight on a war the budget
office prices at $38 billion and calls that figure conservative.

"Farmers first" died this week at the age of one campaign. It was born as a promise, plain as any campaign line, that America's farmers and ranchers

would come first. It is survived by Matt Bell, who has farmed in North Carolina for more than half his life, who voted for President Trump, and who

told CBS News this week that he is "in…

CON TIN U E

1 3  SEP TEMBER  2 0 2 6

Trump floats keeping Iran's oil like Venezuela's, but the win that lowers gas prices waits until after midterms.

The Exit Strategy died Sunday in Doonbeg, Ireland, when the President, asked about the war with Iran, said the United States could simply "stay and

keep the oil," and noted, helpfully, that this was the same idea as the Venezuela deal. It is survived by the doctrine that a war doesn't end so much as

relocate its paperwork, and it was…

CON TIN U E

1 3  SEP TEMBER  2 0 2 6

Nine months after the military took Maduro and Flores from Caracas, the ledger reads 65 billion barrels, a 35% Pentagon stake, a 21st terror
designation in Latin America, and one woman in Brooklyn asking to be let out for her heart.

Died this week, after a long decline: the notion that what lies under a country belongs to the people standing on top of it. No service is planned. The

family asks that you keep driving.

CON TIN U E

§
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