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FREE, FOREVER — EVERY CLAIM LINKED

The stadium that cut its beer to half price to fill the seats by kickoft roared
for the man stumping from the stands for a bill The Nation says threatens
athletes’ labor rights, and the Senate is expected to pass it Monday.

BY GUS
The Sports Desk

per NBC, an NCAA-backed bill setting federal guidelines for the athletes. The

® HOT MIC MOMENT

Put me on the political desk, because here is what that stadium was rented to

sell. The top item on the Senate's calendar for the two weeks the House is gone is,

Nation ran it Friday: the bill threatens athletes' labor rights. The labor rules get
sold from the fifty-yard line, and the man in the upper deck pays half price for the
beer that seated him in time to cheer.

... Continued on PageS2

Nine months after the military removed Venezuela's
president, the 30-minute operation that booked 65
billion barrels — 35 percent of it to the Pentagon

— leaves the driver stretching a gallon at a record
$4.15 until the savings arrive in a year or two.

BY RUTH

The Money Desk

A reconciliation is two columns and the difference be-
tween them, and you do not need an opinion to run one.

THE WORD

§45 — 28 SEPTEMBER 2026

On the swamp

... Continued on Page F2

DEMOCRAT REPUBLICAN
$1.4 BILLION DRAIN THE SWAMP
... Continued on Page W45

BY CHIP
Staff Writer

Priced by the budget office at $38 billion, a
figure it calls conservative, the war is being
paid at the pump by the farmer who voted
for it and now says he can't stay in business.

The line is farmers first, and the line holds. Walk the week
with me and you will see it holds.

... Continued on Page F5

The president priced a Republican Congress
at $5,000 an adult, the Treasury secretary
told the House the department is examining

whether Congress is needed, and 750,000
Americans lost their health coverage that week.

BY MORT
The Records Bureau

The authorization require-
ment — the plain old arrange-
ment in which Congress votes
and then the Treasury spends
— died Tuesday in a hearing

room, before lunch. It is sur-
vived by an examination at
the Treasury Department. A
rule dies and no casserole
comes. That is the shit of it: it
takes two sentences and a
lunch break.

Here is the week, laid out
the way we lay these out.

On Wednesday the ninth,
at the party's midterm con-
vention in Dallas, the presi-
dent said American adults
would receive $5,000 if

... Continued on Page F4

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. The president campaigned for the college-
sports pay bill from the stands at Texas-Tennessee.

WHO GETS PAID. The NCAA, which backs the bill, gets
federal rules on athlete pay written to its liking; The Nation

says the bill threatens the athletes' labor rights.

WHAT sLIPsS. The vote count comes from the president at a
football game, not from the Senate floor, and no dispatch

from Knoxville records a senator changing.

WHAT's NEXT. The Senate vote is expected Monday,
September 29. If it passes, the athletes' pay rules are the
NCAA's, signed live on a Saturday sports show, which is
where the senator wants the ceremony:.

on The stadium that cut its beer to half price to fill the

seats by kickoff roared for the man stumping from the stands

for a bill The Nation says threatens athletes' labor rights,

and the Senate is expected to pass it Monday. — the column, by

Gus.

The whole front, short, and the precedents, on E6

ASK VIVIAN

“Sister, I love you to pieces,
but isn't Iran calling the
shots now, and Trump is just
wishing he had an inside
joke...” She answers on E5.

— this paper

President rejects Iran's seven-
day offer to reopen the Strait
and reschedules the bombing
for after the midterms; his
U.N. ambassador goes on Fox
to say the $6.48 diesel came
from Ukraine

BY LOU
One More Question

I wrote down everything
that came across the wire on
Thursday the seventeenth.
Just that one day. In order,
the way it reached me, and
then I'll stop.

Every Democrat in the
Senate except Senator
Fetterman signed a letter

pressing Secretary Hegseth
for a cost breakdown of the
war in Iran. The Pentagon's
policy chief, Elbridge Colby,
briefed the Senate Armed
Services Committee behind
closed doors, and lawmakers
of both parties came out say-

... Continued on Page F5

Khanna calls a third impeachment
setting a standard; eighteen Democrats

BY LOU
One More Question

Have I told you about the
number eighteen? I know I
have it written down some-

Trump re-airs his 2024 ad off a war chest watchdogs call

BY CHIP
Staff Writer

Call it a rerun. On
September 1, one of them had

illegal, awarded Florida Republicans scrubbing his name.

state Rep. Mike Beltran, fresh
off winning his primary in
Florida's 14th District, took his
own selling point off his web-

PHOTO: THE HILL

gone, the Washington
Examiner reported, days after
he'd argued that backing

Trump was "conviction," not

already answered. Former site — pro-Trump mentions "political calculation."
... Continued on Page A4
¥ FROM THE CORNER # SOURCED OR
SILENT
Durch

like to reconsider.

THE PRESIDENT'S JULY TRADES, FILED SEPTEMBER 22, SHOW HIS PORT-
folio holding stock in weapons-makers; five days later, on
September 27, the New York Times reported he had offered
to sell weapons to China; the White House says no such
sale is planned. That is not an offer under discussion, that
is a position already opened waiting on a market to close.
Because the Senate has to vote on the $5 billion sale to
Saudi Arabia but nobody voted on July's trades, because a
stock purchase needs no hearing and a weapons sale to a
rival needs no Congress either under this White House, the
only paperwork with your signature on it is the property
tax bill on the counter, filed on time, no one asking if you'd

*3%

On White House denies the China sale Trump just offered to make. — the
column, by Ruth

THE VENEZUELA
LEDGER

Washington parters with
a mining firm it lists as
a security threat; gangs
already take their cut.
BY RUTH
The Money Desk

A reconciliation is two col-
umns and the difference be-
tween them, and you do not
need an opinion to run one.
You need the filings and a
straight edge. Here are the fil-

ings for one year, nine
months apart, on the same
country.

Congress took no vote. The
next day, August 29, the ad-
ministration closed it any-
way — a Truth Social post an-
nouncing "majority US con-
trol" of a reserve holding 65
billion barrels, the
Pentagon's stake set at 35 per-
cent. One day after that,

... Continued on Page F10

MLB wants to play ball
in Grand Téton; the
White House says the
national park can wait.
BY GUS

The Sports Desk

This reporter can report,
with the full weight of a ca-
reer spent getting things al-
most right, that Major
League Baseball has formally
asked the federal government
for permission to play an ex-
hibition game inside
Yellowstone National Park. A
bold ask. A mountain back-
drop. This reporter admires
the ambition.

And the White House
would know about drawers,
because this delay is already
older than some of the game's
own history. This reporter re-
calls the 2006 All-Star Game,
when the National League
beat the American League 3

... Continued on Page S4

THE WIRE

Every right or mainstream
headline answered before it
renders.

— this paper

Open any fold. Every claim
linked, every link dated.

— this paper

alreadyvoted to block it this month.

PHOTO: WASHINGTON EXAMINER

where — give me a second, I
keep meaning to buy a new
notebook, but this one still
has room — here, found it, on

... Continued on Page A2
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I'was saved by God to
make America great
again.”

— DONALD TRUMP, SECOND

INAUGURAL ADDRESS, 20
JANUARY 2025

The zip code with Mar-a-Lago bans the data

centers Interior is scouring public land to build.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

The Ratepayer Protection
Act, sponsored by Republican
Senator Jon Husted of Ohio,
does one specific thing: it asks
states to consider standards
that would shift a data
center's electricity costs off
other ratepayers and onto the
tech companies running the
machines. It does not require
anything. The House passed

it anyway, on September six-
teenth, with enough
Democratic votes that the la-
bel "bipartisan" holds.

On September first, the
Interior Department's own
appeals board put a stay on
the first AI data center pro-
posed for public land -—
eighty acres outside Boulder
City, Nevada — after environ-
mental groups warned about
the electricity and water

... Continued on Page F6

White House denies the China
sale Trump just offered to make.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

On September 18, three
senators introduced a bill to
block a $5 billion conven-
tional weapons sale to Saudi
Arabia, the kind of deal that
by law needs a look from
Congress before the crates
ship. Four days later, on
September 22, the president's
financial disclosure

1,156 trades from

own
landed:

Amodei warns Al is
dangerous, dines with
the president who
dismissed the warning.

PHOTO: THE HILL

BY CHIP
Staff Writer

The White House insists
the Sunday dinner between
Dario Amodei and the presi-
dent is nothing but a safety
conversation, two men at a
private table talking through
the risks of artificial intelli-
gence like colleagues at a
seminar. There is no cause

... Continued on Page A3

Bears Ears opened to business;
the business turns out to be Utah
prospectors staking uranium claims

BY STERLING
The Ownership Desk

You are waiting for the for-
eign buyer, with a logo worth
being furious at. There is
none. Every claim staked on
the 1.2 million acres opened
at Bears Ears appears to have
been filed — appears, the wire
is careful — by small-scale
miners in Utah with an inter-

est in uranium. Neighbours.
Shovels and filing fees.

And what did they owe the
public for the uranium un-
derneath? The question does
not arise. The 1872 law holds
that valuable mineral de-
posits are free and open; who-
ever locates a claim on locat-
able ground keeps what
comes out of it. Free and open

... Continued on Page F8

CFTC opens $5 billion trading probe, scales back the

fraud enforcement that once protected cotton farmers.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

The war notice ran a week ago: an oc-
cupation priced past $40 billion by the
Congressional Budget Office, called con-
servative by the office that made the esti-
mate, still running against a farm econ-
omy the administration promised would
come first. That promise closed the
books; Matt Bell, who farms in North
Carolina, did not. He told CBS News on
the 18th that fuel, fertilizer, and equip-

Congressman diagnoses the $121
billion Americans paid extra for
energy since February as fatigue

BY CHIP
Staff Writer

The affordability agenda is
working. I want to be precise
about the tense there. It is
built to work, and building is
the slow part.

Start with the calendar, be-
cause the calendar is on our
side. The war began in
February without a vote in

Congress, which is the
president's authority. By 28
August it had run six months
with no end in sight, and "no
end in sight" is a statement
about visibility, and visibility
is weather. On 9 September, at
Joint Base Andrews, he told
reporters the war would end
immediately after the elec-
tion. The pledge is condi-

... Continued on PageF11

President rejects Iran’s offer to end
the war; Saudi Arabia’s top diplomat
meets Rubio, not the press corps.

BY SAL
Staff Writer

The war hit its seven-
month mark this week, the
kind of count that starts to feel
like an odometer nobody re-
membered to reset. On
September 27th, the president
rejected the offer Iran had put
on the table: seven days, re-
open the Strait of Hormuz, sit

down and talk about ending
it. He told Axios he still ex-
pects talks to resume, with
neither side moving off what
it's demanding. Reject the of-
fer, then predict the outcome
you just rejected — that's the
whole move.

Four days before that re-
jection, on September 23rd, a
bipartisan group of senators

... Continued on Page A7
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Idon'treally care,
Margaret. Idon't want
that person in my

country”
— VICE PRESIDENT JD VANCE,
FACE THE NATION, 26
JANUARY 2025

ment costs have made the past year
harder than any he can count in decades

of farming.

delivery.

The agency that is supposed to referee
those costs filed something new this
week. The Commodity Futures Trading
Commission has scaled back the enforce-
ment regime it built to police fraud
among cotton brokers — the middlemen
who buy a farmer's crop forward and
sometimes vanish with the money before

July, worth between $79 mil-
lion and $270 million, reshuf-
fled through weapons-mak-
ers, oil, and AI stock, the
same weapons-makers whose
product line a foreign sale
would move. Five days after
that filing, on September 27,
the New York Times reported
— citing U.S. Ambassador
David Perdue — that the pres-
ident had offered to sell weap-
ons directly to Xi Jinping. The

... Continued on PageF7

GOP congresswoman
names Iran as the culprit;
British police, who made
the arrest, have not.
BY SAL
Staff Writer
British police arrested five
men Sunday as they ap-
proached RAF Fairford, the
airfield the United States has
used in its war against Iran,
and are holding them on sus-
picion of terrorism after find-
ing suspected explosives
nearby, the New York Times
and NPR reported. No bomb
went off. No charge has been
filed. Whatever this plot was,
it ended with British coun-
terterror detectives, not with
any American agency, and it
ended before anyone outside
that investigation  knew
enough to say what it was.
The warning ran a full
news cycle ahead of any in-

... Continued on Page A5
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If Oman gets in the way,
we'll bomb the shit out of
them.”

— DONALD TRUMP, FOX NEWS
INTERVIEW, 17 AUGUST 2026

The same Commission is not thin ev-
erywhere. On the 23rd, the New York Post

reported it is examining $5 billion in

trades on Kalshi, the prediction-market
platform, for the pattern regulators call
wash trading — a trade with yourself,
dressed as a trade with someone else.
Run the two dockets side by side and
the gap has a shape. Five billion dollars
in unusual trades gets an examination
inside days. A complaint against a bro-

ker who took a farmer's cotton and did

... Continued on Page F9

Senate's college sports bill awaits a signing slot on
ESPN, decided by senators who used to suit up.

BY GUS
The Sports Desk

® HOT MIC MOMENT

This reporter has watched
enough legislative theater to
know when a bill's signing
gets built around a football
pregame show instead of the
other way around. Cruz

THE MARGIN

Outsourcing firms clear
£6bn from Britain's public
services, which is what the
contracts say they may do
BY STERLING
The Ownership Desk

Six billion pounds, and
not one clause of it out of or-
der. You are looking for the
overcharge. Look elsewhere.
The public sector spent one
hundred and twenty-nine bil-
lion pounds last year on ser-
vices provided by outsourc-
ing firms, at the rates those
contracts set, and an esti-
mated six billion came out of
it as profit. Close to eleven
percent of all public expendi-
ture went to these private
firms — eleven pence in the
pound, eleven — which is not
a leak in the pipe. It is the
pipe. G4S. Serco. Mitie.

... Continued on Page F12

PULL UP A STOOL

Sal has never once been
wrong. Ask him yourself.

— this paper

asked, on the record, for the
President to sign this act live
on ESPN's GameDay once it
passes — The Hill, September
14. A quorum call has become
a lead-in. Somebody get the
political desk on the line, be-
cause this reporter can count
the committee hearings that

drew that production budget,
and the count is small.

... Continued on PageS3

Peltola campaign blames stafft slurs on grief, then
blames the grief story on The New York Times

BY CHIP
Staff Writer

The statement came first,
dated September 24. Mary
Peltola's Senate campaign, re-
sponding to a New York
Times report on how she
treated staff, said she was
"shouldering the enormous
burden of grief" The word
carries real weight. It is also
doing a specific job in that
sentence — covering ground

the campaign did not want
covered directly.

The ground the Times had
already covered directly.
Former aides told the paper
Peltola berated staff, used
slurs, and shoved an em-
ployee, in an account of a con-
gressional office and a cam-
paign the Times described as
marked by chaos and angry

outbursts. Those are the
specifics "shouldering the
... Continued on Page A6

States pitch trauma-informed prisons;
occupant reports twenty-three-
hour lockdown for being transgender

BY CHIP
Staff Writer

The word arrived with the
architecture: new women's
prisons in Vermont,
Massachusetts and Illinois
are being sold as trauma-in-
formed, a design philosophy
for spaces meant to hold peo-
ple already hurt by some-
thing. The pitch describes

new construction; it does not
describe what happens to
anyone already inside a
prison built before the word
existed.

Incarcerated organizers in
those three states read the
trauma-informed plans and
call the philosophy by its
other mname: more cells.
Truthout's interviews with the

... Continued on Page A8

“Notice every "temporary" on the page. Temporary tariffs,
temporary fees, temporary emergencies. I've been
temporary since 2017. So has the tab.”

— Sal

Classifieds

FOR SALE Reflecting Pool, painted flag-blue, now algae-
green, $14 million. Drains sold separately, repeatedly. —

FOR SALE Fiftieth consecutive year of deficit panic,
lightly used in Democratic administrations only. Free
with any tax cut. — Classifieds

FOR SALE Fourth of July, $5.4 million as observed.
Freedom included; terms apply. — Classifieds

“If the numbers on this page bother you, I'd gently suggest
that numbers are one perspective.”

— Chip

THE FUTURES FILE

every date somebody set, and what was standing there when it arrived - swept 2026-09-16
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News, continued

Khanna calls a third impeachment 'setting a standard'; eighteen Democrats already voted to block
it this month.

the receipts: 5 stories v

Amodei warns Al is dangerous, dines with the president who dismissed the warning.

the receipts: 2 stories v

Trump re-airs his 2024 ad oft a war chest watchdogs call illegal, awarded Florida Republicans
scrubbing his name.

the receipts: 8 stories v

GOP congresswoman names Iran as the culprit; British police, who made the arrest, have not.

the receipts: 10 stories v

Peltola campaign blames staff slurs on grief, then blames the grief story on The New York Times

the receipts: 4 stories v

THE THREAD

States pitch trauma-informed prisons; occupant reports twenty-three-hour lockdown for being transgender

4 stories, read together v



The wire

The wire

Everything the verdict was drawn from: left news, labor reporting and anti-monopoly journalism, gathered through the day from 44

outlets. Headlines link out to whoever wrote them. RSS.

TODAY

Trump promised Ukraine war would be settled within 24 hours - CNN counted 53 separate such promises

Iran says it's up to Trump to choose between war and diplomacy

2 headlines on this story v

Trump's account of the U.K. base plot doesn't match the bystander's
Possible Foiled Terror Attack at U.K Air Base Used by U.S. Raises Questions Over Security

8 headlines on this story v

The government funded Trumps campaign ad. The came government ic waging his unpopular war on
Iran.
'Dangerous for Democracy': White House Airs More Pro-Trump Propaganda on Taxpayer Dime

Common Dreams 06:01 EDT

The White House recycled material from President Donald Trump's 2024 campaign for a new taxpayer-funded ad that aired
nationwide this past weekend, just weeks before the high-stakes November midterms. The 30-second black-and-white ad features

Trump walking down a hallway to audio of him vowing to "demolish the deep state" and "expel the...

Trump promiced lower prices. otere are still waiting.

At every turn, Trump’s ideas for aiding U.S. consumers run into resistance

The Washington Post MAINSTREAM 05:00 EDT

From beef to diesel, White House efforts to bring down prices — the top concern among midterm voters — have failed so far to pan

out.

Trump opened Bears Eare to mining. Miners claimed 1.2 million acres for uranium.
After Trump opened Bears Ears land to business, prospectors swooped in

Grist © 04:15 EDT

All the claims on the 1.2 million acres appear to have been filed by small-scale miners in Utah with an interest in uranium.

Irelandc equad voted to play Icrael despite boycott calls. Their goalkeeper alone caid no.

Ireland Goalkeeper Boycotts Match Against Israel

Novara Media 06:55 EDT

Ireland goalkeeper Gavin Bazunu boycotted the squad’s Uefa Nations League fixture against Israel on Sunday to protest the ongoing
genocide in Gaza. Bazunu took the decision to sit out the game in Hungary after a majority of players reportedly voted to play,

despite intense pressure inside Ireland for them to respect calls for a sporting...

Trump announces major combat operations’ againgt Iran as Saudi FM arrives for talke
Iran live updates: Saudi foreign minister arrives in US for Rubio talks

ABC News MAINSTREAM 04:09 EDT

President Donald Trump announced "major combat operations" against Iran on Feb. 28.

Trump didn 't juct bulldoze norme — he bulldozed the East Wing for a ballroom that'e cince doubled to
$400 wmillion

Trump aims to leave a physical legacy in D.C., bulldozing norms along the way

NPR MAINSTREAM 07:41 EDT

President Trump has brought his New York real estate background to the White House. But experts say D.C. is a very different

historic and legal landscape — and worry about the precedent he could set.

But: NAR puts the median first-time homebuyer at 40 years old — a record — and first-time buyers at a record-low 21% of the

l]lal'ket National Association of Realtors, 2025 Profile

How Trump Can Fight The Fed’s Threat To Housing Affordability

The Federalist 07:39 EDT

The White House can fight the negative effects of the Fed’s rate hike with policy decisions that will make a measurable difference

soon.

But: The ICJ ordered Israel in January 2024 to 'prevent the destruction and ensure the preservation of evidence' of alleged
geHOCide in Gaza (] provisional measures order, 26 January 2024 (via AS11,)

AOC's Ivy League warmup act leads democratic socialists in notorious anti-Israel chant
Fox News 07:38 EDT

Cornell University's Young Democratic Socialists of America lead "from the river to the sea" chant before Rep Alexandria Ocasio-

Cortez takes stage.

THE REST OF THE DAY’S WIRE 18 more items v

YESTERDAY

Democrats weigh a third impeachment of "the most openly corrupt president in American history’

If Democrats Win Control of Congress in the Midterms, Will They Impeach Trump a Third Time?

2 headlines on this story v

Tl meet with Putin. I'll meet with Zelensky... And within 24 hours, that war will be settled” - Trump, 10 May 2023. CNN
counted 53 such promises.

Iran Pushes for A Negotiated End to War After Trump Rejects Ceasefire Proposal

3 headlines on this story v

"Taxpayer money funds an ad nearly identical to 'Trump's 2024 campaign spot

White House releases new taxpayer-funded ad describing ‘final battle’

5 headlines on this story v

Tenneccee hae held Chricta Pike on death row nearly 30 yeare - and wante to execute her

The “Satanic Panic” Made Her a True-Crime Obsession. The Truth Is More Haunting.

The Intercept = 07:00 EDT

After 30 years on death row, Christa Pike faces execution for a grisly murder she committed at 18. The post The “Satanic Panic”

Made Her a True-Crime Obsession.

Burnham's government bang cigne reading T oppoce genocide’

Hundreds Defy Palestine Action Ban at Burnham’s First Labour Conference

Novara Media 12:05 EDT

Almost 200 people gathered outside Andy Burnham’s first Labour party conference as prime minister to defy the ban on Palestine
Action by holding signs that read “I oppose genocide. I support Palestine Action”. Two hours into the demonstration on Sunday 27

September - the opening day of the conference in Liverpool - Merseyside police had...

Bolconaro qutted Brazile film industry. (ula brought it back

How Brazilian Cinema Survived Fascism

Jacobin 09:46 EDT

Under Jair Bolsonaro, Brazil’s national cinema was gutted, censored, and left for dead. Then Lula returned — and so did the movies.

A judge cupprecced evidence that hic chot could have been a ricochet.

What the Prairieland Jury Never Got to Hear

The Intercept = 05:00 EDT

Lawyers for an anti-ICE protester tried to argue his shot was a ricochet. The theory was squashed by gaps in the evidence and a

judge’s suppression. The post What the Prairieland Jury Never Got to Hear appeared first on The Intercept .

THE REST OF THE DAY’S WIRE 19 more items v

SATURDAY

Eritreans abroad voted her Mice Worlde pick. Eritreans at home cant vote at all.

Who gets to speak for Eritrea?

Africa Is a Country = 13:09 EDT

A diaspora vote won Snit Tewoldemedhin the People’s Choice Award at Miss World. But the freedom to choose is exactly what
Eritreans at home don’t have.

Brazile bichops accuse outsiders of meddling in (ula’c re-election. X cilenced them anyway.
X Blocks Account of National Conference of Bishops of Brasil As Catholics Back Lula

Payday Report = 17:09 EDT

Polls show Catholics backing Lula as the church denounces foreign interference.

It not just hollow — the UM let Icrael ignore ite own order to precerve genocide evidence.
The Hollowness of the UN General Assembly

The Bullet = 06:00 EDT

Predictably, the two speeches that provoked the strongest reactions, as well as actual violations of the UN Charter, were those by

the American and Israeli representatives.

Idahoc renewable ban ic costing landownerse money. The county may reverce it.
A rural Idaho county banned renewables. It’s having second thoughts.

Grist = 09:00 EDT

Some residents oppose renewables. Others see property rights — and the chance to benefit from energy developments on their land

— as fundamental. This fall, county leaders will decide.

THE REST OF THE DAY’S WIRE 4 more items v

FRIDAY

Trump says every town should want a data center. His own county just banned them, 6-0.

'Maybe Trump’s Neighbors Know Something He Doesn’t': Palm Beach County, Home to Mar-a-Lago, Passes Data Center Moratorium

2 headlines on this story v

Nigerian women's dating choices are chaped by poverty, not preference

The political economy of romance

Africa Is a Country = 22:51 EDT

eLDee’s latest single reignited an old debate about women, money, and dating in Nigeria. But no one really chooses these gendered

arrangements shaped by economic insecurity and unequal access to opportunity:.

El-Sayed leads by 5 running as himeelf. Jackson traile by 3 running from the concultante.

The Consultants Will Kill You

Current Affairs 16:56 EDT

The New York Times has a new article headlined “ Democrats Show Strength in Michigan Senate Race but Trail in Maine, Polls

Find. ” It highlights the divergent electoral prospects of two Democratic Senate candidates: Michigan’s Dr.

BU[ The ICJ Ordered ISI'aCl iIl JaIlllaIy 2024 to preserve eVideIlce Of alleged geIlOCide Il Gaza [C)] provisional measures order, 26 January 2024 (via

ASIL)

From Exhibit G: Surviving Image - "What is enough childhood for a people to stay alive? What image of childhood is enough for a people
to stay alive?"

Jewish Currents 10:19 EDT

NSPM-7 at one year: Trump's playbook for curveilling, infiltrating and procecuting the left

One year of NSPM-7: The Trump Administrations strategy to disrupt progressive and left wing voices

Liberation News 18:26 EDT

Nearly a year later, it is clear that the document was not mere rhetoric. Rather, it has served as an operational blueprint to disrupt
and dismantle progressive and left wing organizations through surveillance, harassment, infiltration, and legal prosecution.

THE REST OF THE DAY’S WIRE 20 more items v

THURSDAY

Tech cach bought the death of Alc rick-dicclocure rule

AT Regulation Was Coming. Then Trump Killed It.

The Lever = 23:11 EDT

After a flood of tech industry cash, President Donald Trump killed a requirement that AI giants disclose their riskiest experiments
to national security officials. Now lawmakers are scrambling to catch up.

Texas cope followed him home and arrected him a week after he cucced at them
Watch Body Cam of Man Arrested for Just Cussing at a County Meeting

404 Media 09:24 EDT

Cops followed EJ Carrion home and arrested him in his drive way one week after he said 'bullshit' at a county meeting in Texas.

AL doom storiec are minting the trillion-dollar companies that tell them.

The Al extinction narrative is winning out

Blood in the Machine 14:04 EDT

The x-risk of super intelligence going rogue must be addressed, and mint trillion dollar companies in the process. Plus: How

workers can beat the tech oligarchy

Fich and Wildlife just legalized killing endangered speciec - ac long as it isn't on purpose

Benign Intentions Are Worthless

Current Affairs 16:11 EDT

The Trump admi nistration is attempting to render the Endangered Species Act incapable of protecting endangered species. At the
moment, you're not allowed to harm a federally protected animal. The Trump administration has reinterpreted the law to mean

that you can’t harm a federally protected animal on purpose.

THE REST OF THE DAY’S WIRE 8 more items v

WEDNESDAY

The FBIc cecret unit hacke targete’ devicee for a living. Now ite the target.

FBI Hack Exposed FBI's Own Hacking Unit

404 Media 18:15 EDT

The FBI's Remote Operations Unit (ROU) is a highly secretive team of hackers making exploits and tools to break into target’s
devices. Some of its members just got exposed.

Amazon workere have walked out three timee cince December, ctill no union
Amazon Workers Keep Walking Out

In These Times 14:00 EDT

At a Riverside delivery station, workers have walked out three times since December as they organize without a recognized union.

But: Democrats are running an average of 11.5 points ahead of their 2024 baseline across 2026 special elections st ieciions

20206 special-election tracking

Stupormajority

The Baffler 09:20 EDT

Adam Jentleson’s “heterodoxy” won't save the Democrats.

Sweden elected the left. The far right ctill won.

In Sweden, the Far Right is a Victim of its Own Success

Tribune 04:47 EDT

After a knife-edge election, the left l1ooks set to form a government. But the far right have already transformed the country’s

political landscape.

THE REST OF THE DAY’S WIRE 11 more items v

TUESDAY

The Modern Orthodox School Rally Against Mamdani Was a Reboot of the Soviet Jewry Movement - The ‘80s are back.

Jewish Currents 16:39 EDT

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

Ted Cruz'e bill would ctrip college athletes of their labor righte

We Need to Protect College Sports From Ted Cruz

The Nation 13:20 EDT

Elie Mystal In this week’s Elie v. U.S ., our justice correspondent looks at the many ways Cruz’s bill threatens athletes’ labor rights.

Plus: why our mail-in voting nightmare isn’t over.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

UN: US knowingly bombed civilian cites in Tran, killing 123 children

UN Inquiry Finds US Strike on Minab, Iran, That Killed 123 Children Was War Crime

Truthout © 15:50 EDT

The US targeted “clearly identifiable” civilian sites in Minab and Lamerd, killing over 100 children, the UN found.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

Since 2025, Trump Made More Stock Trades Than All 535 Congress Members Combined

Truthout = 17:27 EDT

This amounts to more than 80 trades per market day for the president in his first 17 months back in office.

181 items on the wire, from 44 outlets. None of it is written here — for that, see the record.
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Nine months after the military removed Venezuela's president, the
30-minute operation that booked 65 billion barrels — 35 percent of
it to the Pentagon — leaves the driver stretching a gallon at a record
$4.15 until the savings arrive in a year or two.

By RUTH
THE MONEY DESK

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. The Energy Secretary announced a brief military operation put Venezuela's oil reserves under American control.

wHo GETS PAID. The Pentagon holds 35 percent of the new stake, and Chevron expanded its Venezuela operations within days of the deal.

WHAT sLIPs. Congressnever voted on the military operation that removed Venezueld's government and secured its oil, so no war powers check

occurred.

WHAT's NEXT. If Congress keeps declining to vote, the operation runs unchecked; that is what Washington got after June 24, 2011: a Libya resolution

failed and the operation ran four more months, over 26,000 sorties.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

A reconciliation is two columns and the differ-
ence between them, and you do not need an opinion
to run one. You need the filings and a straight edge.
Here are the filings for one fortnight.

Friday, September 4. Energy Secretary Chris
Wright was back in the United States from
Venezuela, and CBS reported that Wright said the
new oil deal between the two nations would bring
gas prices down in a year or two. Filed that same
Friday, by the Washington Examiner: the national
average price of diesel reached $5.85, passing the
all-time high of $5.81 set in May 2022 after Russia's
invasion of Ukraine. The asset side opens with a
promise. The price side opens with a record....

...(cont) Sunday, September 6, The Hill printed the
count. The administration had reached a deal granting
it control of more than 65 billion barrels, and Wright's
assessment was, "We have a lot of leverage over
Venezuela." The New York Times priced that same
Sunday at nearly $4.15 a gallon, with Brent up about 1
percent as trading resumed. Sixty-five billion barrels in
the asset column, a national average of nearly $4.15 in
the price column, both filed on Sunday. OPEC Plus de-
cided that Sunday to keep production steady. One hour
after saying Venezuela is being "forced to work" with the
United States, Common Dreams reported, Wright de-
nied that the administration was stealing Venezuela's
oil.

Monday brought the holiday number. AAA's figure
was $4.15 per gallon, the highest gasoline has ever been
during Labor Day weekend, one of the most popular
travel weekends of the year; ABC put the weekend aver-

age at $4.14. The Times spent Monday with hypermil-
ers, drivers using special techniques to stretch a gallon.
The asset side booked entries Monday as well: the New
York Post reported that U.S. forces destroyed three
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps crude oil tankers in
the Persian Gulf on Saturday, after Iran launched ballis-
tic missiles at two U.S. Navy vessels. Three tankers of
crude taken off the water in the same fortnight that 65

billion barrels went onto the books. Iran threatened a
"more painful" response.

The president had described the conflict on Friday,
at an Oval Office event, as "small potatoes," declining to
call it a war. Rep. Mike Lawler, on Sunday: "Any time
you are at war or in a military escalation, it is certainly
not small potatoes. It is serious." By Tuesday oil was up
again, after a top Iranian official said Tehran would im-
pose an "exclusion zone" outside the Strait of Hormuz.

By Friday, September 11, the operation had a run-
ning time. Fox News carried Wright's account of how a
30-minute military operation unlocked the Venezuela
oil windfall for U.S. buyers, tapping 300 billion barrels
of reserves to grow supply and cut prices. Thirty min-
utes is the labor line. The stake is majority control of 65
billion barrels, 35 percent of it held by the Pentagon,
nine months after the military took Nicolas Maduro and
Cilia Flores out of Caracas, and Common Dreams re-
ported on Friday, August 28 that Secretary of State
Marco Rubio and Deputy White House Chief of Staff
Stephen Miller were in talks with acting president Delcy
Rodriguez over an ownership stake in more than a
dozen oil fields. Whose column the gap turns up in is
not a mystery. It is a line item at the Department of
Defense.

People are on these books too. The New York Post re-
ported that Venezuela's former first lady wants to be let
out of jail, citing a heart ailment, while she and her hus-
band await trial on U.S. drug trafficking charges;
Workers World reported that protesters rallied outside
Brooklyn's Metropolitan Detention Center on
September 3, the ninth month in a row. That same
Friday, the list of U.S.-designated foreign terrorist
groups in Latin America reached 21.

So the fortnight closes: 65 billion barrels on the asset
side, a record $4.15 at the pump on the price side, and
the savings scheduled a year or two out. The barrels
went somewhere. The money went somewhere. It did
not go to the person holding the nozzle, hon. On
Sunday, September 13, the president spoke with MBS,
with the Strait of Hormuz still the primary flashpoint,
and said everything will "work out fine."

THE RECEIPTS

- https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trumps-list-us-designated-foreign-terrorist-groups-latin-america-expands-21 the

receipt

- https://www.foxnews.com/politics/top-trump-official-reveals-how-30-minute-military-op-unlocked-venezuela-oil-

windfall the receipt

- https://nypost.com/2026/09/11/us-news/venezuela-ex-first-lady-cilia-flores-seeks-release-from-nyc-jail-over-heart-

condition/ the receipt

- https://www.workers.org/2026/09/94763/ the receipt

- Trump Official Denies Stealing Venezuela's Oil One Hour After Boasting Country is 'Forced to Work' With US from the

morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- 'Mobster Language': Trump Says Venezuelan Oil Will Replenish US Reserves from the morgue, 30 Aug 2026

- 'Yet Another Trump Grift': Congress Called to Stop US Takeover of Venezuelan Qil Fields from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

- The Biggest Oil Deal or Theft at Gunpoint? U.S. Claims Majority Control of Venezuela's Oil Reserves from the morgue, 1

Sep 2026

- https://www.cbsnews.com/video/tehran-threatens-attacks-us-strikes-iranian-tankers/ the receipt

- https://nypost.com/video/us-forces-take-out-3-iranian-oil-tankers-in-retaliation/ the receipt

- https://www.cbsnews.com/live-updates/iran-war-us-strait-of-hormuz-oil-gas-price-strikes/ the receipt

- https://abcnews.com/International/live-updates/iran-live-updates-tehran-plans-new-restricted-zone/?

1d=136249116 the receipt

- https://www.cbsnews.com/video/iran-threatens-retaliation-against-us-tanker-strikes/ the receipt

- https://www.cbsnews.com/video/us-gas-prices-hit-record-high-for-labor-day/ the receipt

- Ship tracking websites, including Kpler, MarineTraffic, and TankerTrackers, show that three Iranian oil tankers,

including two from the National Iranian Tanker Company, have escaped the blockade that from the morgue, 17 jun 2026

- Iranian state media reports that the United States Navy attempted to capture an Iranian oil tanker. The oil tanker

was boarded, commandeered and then returned by Iranian NEDSA marinesin a helicopter from the morgue, 3 Nov 2021

- US strikes Iranian rocket launchers in first attack since late July from the morgue, 30 Aug 2026

- An Iranian Navy commander claims on state television that the Iranian Navy forced a U.S. submarine to surface as

it transited the Strait of Hormuz and that the submarine violated Iranian territorial w from the morgue, 20 Apr 2023

- Trump Threatens to Rename Strait of Hormuz for Himself as War Pushes Diesel Prices Toward Record High from the

morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- Trump floats renaming Strait of Hormuz after himself from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- U.S. strikes targets in Iran near Strait of Hormuz as Iran says it is retaliating from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- Trump Hammered Over Iran War That Drove Gas Prices Above $4 Per Gallon Every Day in August for First Time

Ever from the morgue, 31 Aug 2026

- 'Trump Did It!": At $5.85 a Gallon, Diesel Price Hits All-Time High in US Thanks to War on Iran from the morgue, 4 Sep

2026

- Price of diesel in U.S. hits record as Vance downplays Iran war impact from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- Diesel prices hit record high as wars disrupt supply from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- Trump vows response to Iran's retaliatory strikes: 'We're going to hit them hard' from the morgue, 31 Aug 2026

- Trump threatens Iran against retaliation for latest U.S. strikes from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- Live updates: US, Iran ramp up strikes; incumbents hold on in Massachusetts from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- https://www.cbsnews.com/video/trump-calls-iran-conflict-small-potatoes/ the receipt

- https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/finance-and-economy/4715746/labor-day-gas-prices-highest-ever/ the

receipt

- https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/07 /us/hypermile-car-gas-prices.html the receipt

- https://abcnews.com/Business/wireStory/fuel-prices-record-labor-day-high-us-iran-136247961 the receipt

- https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/06 /business/oil-gas-prices-iran-war.html the receipt

- https://www.cbsnews.com/video/uss-lincoln-heads-home-as-war-with-iran-escalates/ the receipt

- https://thehill.com/homenews/house/6073941-lawler-disagrees-trump-iran-war-small-potatoes/ the receipt

- https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/06 /business/opec-iran-war-oil-production.html the receipt

- Iran War Has Cost the Average American More Than $1,200 Over Six Months, Economist Estimates from the morgue, 1

Sep 2026

- Trump says military conflictin Iran is 'small potatoes for us' from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/6074075-us-leverage-venezuela-oil-deal/ the receipt

- White House unveils new details of Venezuela agreement from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- Chris Wright explains how Venezuelan crude will ‘fill’ the Strategic Petroleum Reserve from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- Energy Secretary Wright says Venezuela oil deal will bring down gas prices in a year or two from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- Chevron to expand in Venezuela, days after the U.S. and Venezuela strike oil deal from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- Venezuelan oil flows will lower gas prices in 12-24 months, Wright says in Caracas from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- Trump says Venezuelan oil will replenish Strategic Petroleum Reserves from the morgue, 31 Aug 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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THE BREAKFAST EDITION — 27 SEPTEMBER 2026

Priced by the budget office at $38 billion, a figure it calls
conservative, the war is being paid at the pump by the farmer who
voted for it and now says he can't stay in business.

By CHIP
STAFF WRITER

=

By

“Senate Democrats, minus Fetterman, urge Hegseth to provide receipt for Iran war costs”, 17 September 2026 (PHOTO VIA THE HILL — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. The budget office priced the Iran war at $38 billion and called the number conservative.

wHo GETS PAID. Energy sellers collected the $121 billion households paid extra since the war began, $1,760 a household by Moody's count.

WwHAT sLIPs. Every Senate Democrat but one had to write a letter to get the war's cost, and senators with clearances left the briefing without answers.

WHAT's NEXT. If Congress keeps asking by letter, the war keeps its own calendar; that is what Congress got after March 2019: both chambers voted to
end the Yemen war, the veto held, the war ran 21 more months. This one is already scheduled past the midterms.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

The line is farmers first, and the line holds. Walk
the week with me and you will see it holds.

Tuesday the 15th, the Congressional Budget
Office closed its books and priced the war at $38 bil-
lion. In a federal budget that is a rounding er— it is
not a rounding error, I would never say that, itis $38
billion of real money, and the Budget Office calls
that figure conservative. Conservative is our word. It
means careful. It also means the number has room
to go up, which is not the point I was making. The
point I was making is that we are careful....

...(cont) Wednesday the 16th, the Speaker sent the
House home a day earlier than scheduled for a seven-
week recess so members could "go home to their dis-
tricts and make the case to the American people."
Representative Massie, of our own party, says the early
adjournment blocked his impeachment effort against
the Secretary. Both things can be true. One of them is a
calendar. Also Wednesday, Truthout reported the
President has made more stock trades since 2025 than
all 535 members of Congress combined, more than 80
trades per market day in his first 17 months. That is con-
fidence in American markets, and confidence is what
the farmer needs right now, which is a sentence I would
like back.

Thursday the 17th, Moody's Analytics estimated that
U.S. consumers have spent $121 billion extra on energy
alone since the war began less than eight months ago,
an average of $1,760 a household. That is not policy,
that is the market, and the market moved because Iran
shut commercial shipping traffic in the Strait of Hormuz
in response to our strikes, which is context, and context
is not causation, and I would appreciate it if you cut the

committed war crimes in two airstrikes inside Iran, and
The New York Times reported the mission found that
mistakes leading to the deaths of more than a hundred
children "went beyond negligence." The same mission
accused Iran's government of crimes against humanity
against its own citizens. The White House responded to
the report. I want the whole record in the room, and
thatis the whole record.

That same Thursday, every Senate Democrat except
Senator Fetterman signed an open letter to Secretary
Hegseth pressing him for a cost breakdown of the war.
The Hill called it largely symbolic and said it reflects
frustration. Also Thursday, Pentagon policy chief
Elbridge Colby briefed the Senate Armed Services
Committee behind closed doors, and lawmakers of both
parties came out saying they did not get clear answers
on the National Defense Strategy or the ongoing war.
Our own senators. So the people with the clearances
cannot get the number either, which is — that is a brief-
ing problem, not a war problem. A Fox News poll the
same day found 71 percent think the administration
lacks a plan to end the Iran war and 60 percent now call
the military action the wrong decision. Polls move.

Thursday the President told Axios' Barak Ravid: "I
have a big decision coming up. Do I want to go in and
annihilate them, or do I not? It's a big decision.
Anything could happen with me."

Friday the 18th, Matt Bell, who has farmed in North
Carolina for more than half his life and voted for the
President, told CBS News that farmers are "all just in sur-
vival mode," that they were "sold a bill of goods," and
that "I can't stay in business." Friday, Senator Tillis, who
voted to confirm the Secretary, said: "He needs to go."
Costco has capped motor oil purchases.

The line is farmers first. The Budget Office says $38

second half of that clause.
Also Thursday, the U.N. fact-finding mission on Iran
said it found "reasonable grounds" that the U.S. military

billion, conservatively. Mr. Bell says survival mode.
Both figures are official.

THE RECEIPTS

But: The Pentagon has failed its audit eight years running - the only major federal agency never to pass one i 7ines, 19 Decenber

2025

Senate Democrats, minus Fetterman, urge Hegseth to provide receipt for Iran war costs

The Hill MAINSTREAM 18:03 EDT

All of the Democrats in the Senate — excluding Pennsylvania Sen. John Fetterman — signed an open letter to Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth, pressing him to give Congress a cost breakdown of the war in Iran. The letter, although largely symbolic, reflects the

frustration of many Democrats in Congress over what they perceive as a...

. y R
Trump launched an unauthorized war. Familiee are paying $1,260 for it.

Common Dreams 13:36 EDT

A recently published economic analysis estimates that President Donald Trump’s illegal war with Iran has cost US consumers an
average of $1,760 per household—including a total of $121 billion in extra spending on energy alone—since the conflict began less
than 8 months ago. The war, which Trump launched without congressional...

Farmer who voted for Trump says farmers are "all just in survival mode"

CBS News MAINSTREAM 23:45 EDT

Matt Bell said he initially supported Trump's policies but now feels he and other farmers were "sold a bill of goods" that there was a
plan to "put America's farmers and ranchers first."

— ; e e e .
UN: US knowingly bombed civilian cites in Tran, killing 123 children

Truthout = 15:50 EDT

The US targeted “clearly identifiable” civilian sites in Minab and Lamerd, killing over 100 children, the UN found.

U.N. experts say U.S. may have committed war crimes with 2 Iran strikes

CBS News MAINSTREAM 08:10 EDT

U.N.-commissioned rights experts say there are "reasonable grounds" to believe the U.S. committed war crimes with strikes that killed

scores of Iranian civilians.

S i e »
Republican leadere cent Congrece home for ceven weeks. Mascie cays he already has the vote for an
Epstein files vote.

Washington Examiner

Rep. Thomas Massie (R-KY) announced Thursday that four Republicans, including him, have signed the Epstein Files II discharge

20:19 EDT

petition and expressed confidence it will pass the House. The news comes after House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) sent lawmakers

home for a seven-week recess ahead of the midterm elections.

Massie Moves to Force Impeachment Vote Against Hegseth, Citing Civilian Deaths

Truthout = 15:48 EDT

The Republican lawmaker cited incidents like the US’s elementary school massacre in Minab, Iran, early in the war.

— R
UN finde reaconable grounde’ /S already committed war crimee in Iran, killing 120 children

Common Dreams 23:01 EDT

President Donald Trump on Thursday said he is weighing whether or not to "annihilate" Iran in a renewed effort to end the illegal
201-day US-Israeli war of choice, musings that came on the heels of a report by United Nations experts who said the United States

likely committed war crimes during earlier attacks on the Middle East nation....

oS SO S e L .
Johncon adjourned Congress a day after Mascie filed impeachment articles caying Hegeeth's ctrikes killed
150 children in Iran

Common Dreams 15:27 EDT

US House Speaker Mike Johnson said Wednesday that with seven weeks to go until Election Day, it was time for lawmakers to "go
home to their districts and make the case to the American people"—a day earlier than scheduled. But with the US public

overwhelmingly disapproving of President Donald Trump's war in Iran and demanding...

But: The Pentagon has failed its audit eight years running - the only major federal agency never to pass one i 7ines, 19 Decenber

2025

Pentagon No. 3 frustrates senators in closed-door briefing on Iran war, Trump defense strategy

The Hill MAINSTREAM 18:06 EDT

Democratic and Republican lawmakers alike emerged Thursday from a closed-door briefing frustrated by what they said was a lack
of clear answers from Pentagon policy chief Elbridge Colby on the Trump administration’s National Defense Strategy and the

ongoing Iran war. The briefing with the Senate Armed Services Committee started off...

Farmer who voted for Trump says 'l can't stay in business” amid rising costs

CBS News MAINSTREAM 23:34 EDT

Matt Bell has been farming in North Carolina for more than half his life. He voted for President Trump but said farmers are "fighting

for survival" as they combat rising prices.

o
US airetrikes killed at least 128 civiliang in Tran, UN miccion finde — and calle it war crimes

Novara Media 15:21 EDT

A UN fact-finding mission has reported that two US airstrikes which killed at least 178 civilians in Iran constitute war crimes. Plus:
Andy Burnham says he is “determined” to hit net zero by 2050, Sweden’s left-of-centre coalition wins the general election,
Netanyahu is pushing to strip IDF critics of their citizenship, and the...

[3ut: The Pentagon has failed its audit eight years running - the only major federal agency never to pass one i 7ines, 19 December

2025

Tillis supports Hegseth impeachment resolution: 'He needs to go'

The Hill MAINSTREAM 22:33 EDT

Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.), who voted to confirm Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, is renewing his call for President Trump to fire the
Pentagon chief after Army Secretary Dan Driscoll resigned. “He needs to go, whether it’s impeachment or the most expedient route
— just the president to replace him — would be great,”

Since 2025, Trump Made More Stock Trades Than All 535 Congress Members Combined

Truthout = 17:27 EDT

This amounts to more than 80 trades per market day for the president in his first 17 months back in office.

N . .
Shell, BP and Saudi Arameo’s record profite from the Iran war fund the industrye record PR blitz, caye
Clean Creatives

Common Dreams 16:45 EDT

The fossil fuel industry is raking in big profits thanks to President Donald Trump's illegal war with Iran, and a new analysis finds
that it's plugging a sizable chunk of these gains into propaganda. A report published by Clean Creatives on Wednesday reveals that

fossil fuel firms across the world have "engaged 802 advertising and PR...

- Hegseth on "devastation" to Iran's capabilities from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump admits Iran war will not end before midterms from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- Iran War Trump Said Would Be Quick Has Now Lasted 6 Months With 'No End In Sight' from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

- CBO Finds Trump's Iran War Has Already Cost Nearly $40 Billion—And That's a 'Conservative' Estimate from the

morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Massie Files Impeachment Articles Against Hegseth for Illegal Iran War, Boat Murders from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Massie launches effort to impeach Hegseth from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Tillis urges Trump to fire Hegseth over 'inept management' of military from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- Tillis renews calls for Hegseth’s firing after Driscoll’s departure: ‘I have never witnessed more inept management’

from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- Massie names Epstein 'coconspirators, discusses new Epstein files legislation from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- Read Thomas Massie’s eight impeachment charges against Pete Hegseth from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Fake Republican midterm convention site still redirects to Epstein files from the morgue, 7 Sep 2026

- https://nypost.com/2026/09/17 /world-news/trump-says-he-has-a-big-decision-coming-up-on-iran-do-i-want-to-go-

in-and-annihilate-them/ the receipt

- https://www.foxnews.com/politics/fox-news-poll-71-think-trump-administration-lacks-plan-end-iran-war the receipt

- https://www.cbsnews.com/video/iran-recently-downed-at-least-2-american-drones-officials-say/ the receipt

- Big Oil Stocks Surged Due to Iran War—and New Filings Show How President Trump Cashed In from the morgue, 27

Aug 2026

- Live updates: Energy secretary downplays rising gas prices as US, Iran trade strikes from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/17 /world/asia/us-iran-school-strike-report.html the receipt

- https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/defense/4732149/un-investigators-conclude-reasonable-grounds-

believe-us-strikes-iran-war-crimes/ the receipt

- US Condemned for 'War Crimes' After Bombing of Wedding Party in Iran from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- US investigating if missile hit Iranian wedding ceremony, killing 4 from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/6096198-trump-iran-annihilate-decision/ the receipt

- https://nypost.com/2026/09/17 /us-news/white-house-issues-explosive-response-to-un-backed-report-claiming-us-

committed-war-crimes-against-iran/ the receipt

- https://thehill.com/policy/defense/6096072-un-accuses-us-iranian-war-crimes/ the receipt

- https://www.cbsnews.com/news/iran-downed-american-drones-us-officials/ the receipt

- https://thehill.com/policy/international/6095851-iran-refutes-us-air-force-colonel-rescue-middle-east-conflict/ the

receipt

- Consumer Burden of Trump Iran War Exceeds $100 Billion as Oil Prices Pass $100 a Barrel from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

-'A Serious and Alarming Threat': US Bombing, Blockade Deepen Iran Medical Crisis from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- Consumer Confidence Hits Lowest Level in Months as US Faces 'Trump's Reckless Tariffs and War With Iran' from the

morgue, 25 Aug 2026

- U.S. Air Force officer rescued from Iran speaks for the first time to 60 Minutes from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- https://abcnews.com/Politics/rep-thomas-massie-forcing-vote-pete-hegseths-impeachment/story?id=136470894 the

receipt

- https://www.foxnews.com/politics/hitchhikers-guide-massie-saying-johnson-sending-house-home-early-prevent-

hegseth-impeachment the receipt

- https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/16/magazine/congress-trump-midterms.html the receipt

- Army combat veteran challenging Mike Lawler calls Hegseth national security 'hazard, backs impeachment from

the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- Former Air Force secretary says he 'couldn't serve' in Trump administration from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- Former Air Force secretary: Hegseth's Pentagon 'dysfunctional' from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- House Republicans split over leaving Washington early for campaign trail from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- https://abcnews.com/US/gonna-americans-face-tough-decisions-diesel-gas-prices/story?id=136503928 the receipt

- Trump's Top Oil Stocks Have Made Him Up to $4.4 Million Richer During Iran War: Analysis from the morgue, 9 Sep

2026

- 'Trump Did It!": At $5.85 a Gallon, Diesel Price Hits All-Time High in US Thanks to War on Iran from the morgue, 4 Sep

2026

- Gas prices reach Labor Day high amid Iran war from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- Trump Hammered Over Iran War That Drove Gas Prices Above $4 Per Gallon Every Day in August for First Time

Ever from the morgue, 31 Aug 2026

- https://thehill.com/newsletters/business-economy/6091478-warsh-under-pressure-as-fed-weighs-rate-hike/ the

receipt

- Inflation held at 3.4% in August in consumer price index, creating tough choice for Warsh Fed from the morgue, 11 Sep

2026

- Warsh indicates Fed could raise rates to cool inflation from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

- https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/15/business/bond-yields-oil-price-iran.html the receipt

- https://nypost.com/2026/09/15/business/10-year-treasury-yield-soars-oil-surges-above-105-as-fed-expected-to-hike-

interest-rates/ the receipt

- Benchmark mortgage rate hits 14-month high as bond yields keep rising from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Benchmark mortgage rate hits highest mark in over a year from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- Goldman Sachs warns oil prices could hit $120 as U.S. fuel costs surge from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- https://www.foxnews.com/politics/gop-rep-thomas-massie-introduces-8-articles-impeachment-against-war-

secretary-pete-hegseth the receipt

- https://www.npr.org/2026/09/15/g-s1-143407/massie-impeach-hegseth-iran the receipt

- https://dailycaller.com/2026/09/15/massie-forces-vote-impeach-pete-hegseth the receipt

- Pete Hegseth Faces Growing Criticism as War With Iran Rolls On from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- Hegseth Quietly Extends Middle East Troop Deployments Into 2027 as Iran War Drags On from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/business/4726990/costco-purchase-limits-motor-oil-prices/ the receipt

- https://www.cbsnews.com/video/gas-nationwide-diesel-fuel-all-time-high-painful/ the receipt

- https://dailycaller.com/2026/09/14/costco-motor-oil-rationing-price-iran-war the receipt

- 'Can't Message That Away': GOP Frets as Trump Administration Desperately Spins Record-High Diesel Prices from the

morgue, 5 Sep 2026

- European Union member states agree to a natural gas price cap in an attempt to limit economic damage from the

global energy crisis. The price cap can be triggered beginning on February 15, if for thre from the morgue, 19 Dec 2022

- https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2026/09/14/spike-10-year-bond-yields-renews-concerns-over-us-debt/

the receipt

- https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/14/business/10-year-treasury-yield-5-percent.html the receipt

- Treasury reveals $6B in debt buybacks, triple the normal level - but markets slump from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- https://www.cbsnews.com/video/trump-blames-rise-diesel-prices-ukrainian-strikes-russian-oil-refineries/ the receipt

- https://www.cbsnews.com/video/trump-blames-rising-diesel-price-on-russia-ukraine-war/ the receipt

- https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/14/business/energy-environment/trump-diesel-russia-ukraine-iran.html the

receipt

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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THE BREAKFAST EDITION — 27 SEPTEMBER 2026

The president priced a Republican Congress at $5,000 an adult,
the 'Treasury secretary told the House the department is examining

whether Congress is needed, and 750,000 Americans lost their

health coverage that week.

By MORT
THE RECORDS BUREAU
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“Trump’s One Big Beautiful Bill Is Starting to Bite Before the Midterm Elections”, 23 September 2026 (PHOTO VIA THE NEW YORK TIMES — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. The president promised $5,000 checks if Republicans keep Congress, and Treasury said it is examining paying without a vote.

WHO GETS PAID. Republican candidates in tight races get a $5,000 promise to run on; the vice president carried it to Kansas for Senator Marshall the

same week.

WHAT sLIPs. Congress's power to decide what the Treasury spends slips if the department can mail $1.3 trillion without a vote.

WHAT's NEXT. The checks are promised for November and the coverage 750,000 people lost ended in September; the president's own precedent is the

$1,776 checks that went to service members.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

The authorization requirement — the plain old
arrangement in which Congress votes and then the
Treasury spends — died Tuesday in a hearing room,
before lunch. It is survived by an examination at the
Treasury Department. A rule dies and no casserole
comes. That is the shit of it: it takes two sentences
and a lunch break.

Here is the week, laid out the way we lay these
O lEeco

...(cont) On Wednesday the ninth, at the party's
midterm convention in Dallas, the president said
American adults would receive $5,000 if Republicans
keep control of Congress come November. By Thursday
the tenth the Washington Examiner had an explainer up
— "Trump's promised $5,000 'dividend' checks: What to
know" — the sort of clean work a paper does when it be-
lieves something is going to happen. Late that
Wednesday, hours after the president spoke, Bret Baier
put the total to the vice president on Fox, roughly $1.3
trillion, and said critics would call it bribing voters. "I
can hear the critics' heads exploding," Baier told Vance.

Then the objections came in on schedule, from his
own side, which is how the arrangement was supposed
to work. Friday, Susan Collins called the proposal "ex-
traordinarily costly" and noted it carried no income cap.
Saturday, at the Kansas State Fair, a debate moderator
put the cost at $1.2 trillion and asked the two candidates
where they stood; Roger Marshall appeared to shift.
Sunday, Mike Flood said the priority should be funding
the troops and replenishing stocks amid the Iran war.
Lawler, the same day, deflected and asked how you pay
for it. The Hill printed Monday what the president had
said Sunday outside Air Force One: the checks will "hap-
pen 100 percent" if the GOP keeps its majority. That
same Monday, National Review called the dividend
reckless and said the checks would make inflation

worse and echo the sort of "socialism" the president de-
cries, and Guy Benson said on Fox News that conserva-
tives would scream "bloody murder" if a Democratic
president offered a dividend to maintain power. Also
that Monday, MAGA Inc. deployed the vice president to
Kansas to help Marshall, whose race the Cook Political
Report rates likely Republican.

Six days of arguing about the price. That part is
penny-ante.

By Tuesday The Hill had the fiscal hawks on the
record: they would not support giving away money to
people who don't work or pay taxes. And on Tuesday,
before the House Financial Services Committee,
Secretary Bessent said Treasury was examining whether
the money could be issued without authorization from
Congress. In the same testimony he defended a faltering
bond-market intervention. That was the death. Not a
vote lost, not a bill killed — a department saying out
loud that it is looking into whether the vote is required,
while the members whose votes it needed were still on
television explaining they would not give them.

Senator Bernie Moreno was still trying it the long
way, with legislation, funded through market access
fees. Somebody ought to note that. It used to be the only
way, and a whippersnapper reading this in ten years
will want to know it was tried.

The authorization requirement is survived by
750,000 Americans removed from their health cover-
age. Your check is promised for November. The cover-
age ended in September.

Itis preceded in death by the $1,776 checks that went
to service members, which the president offered as the
precedent for this one.

In lieu of flowers, ask whoever wants your vote in
November to say, on the record and before any check is
printed, whether the Treasury may spend money
Congress has not voted.

THE RECEIPTS

Many Americans are relying on multiple forms of credit to cover expenses. When is it a warning sign?

CBS News MAINSTREAM 09:15 EDT

Using several types of credit isn't always a problem, but certain patterns signal that your debt is unsustainable.

The New York Times MAINSTREAM 11:45 EDT

care and food assistance cuts are taking a toll.

Truthout © 13:39 EDT

2016 interview

Politico MAINSTREAM 18:33 EDT

checks to Americans.

Common Dreams 10:44 EDT

: . D SO
Trump'e cignature law cut SNAP by 5187 billion - the largect cut ever, hitting one in five American kide

The tax cuts in President Trump’s signature achievement were the Republicans’ answer to voters’ economic struggles, but its health

. . e v o .
Paying votere 35K ic a crime under two federal lawe - and grounds for impeachment

Two federal statutes forbid paying people to vote, and the Constitution lists bribery as an impeachable offense.

But: "We've got to get rid of the $19 trillion in debt" - Trump promised it done in eight years, March 2016 71 wishingion s, 31 Viurch

Top Republicans didn’t expect Trump’s dividends. Now they’re scrambling.

As they gathered in Dallas, GOP lawmakers wavered from full-on embrace to full-on avoidance of the president’s promise of $5,000

S 1 e ! NP ,
Vance toute a $2.2 billion health care cut for 250,000. The ballroom coct $400 million.

Anger and alarm are growing over the Trump administration's Tuesday announcement that it is removing at least 750,000 people
from their Affordable Care Act coverage because they were "fraudulently" enrolled, a claim that drew deep skepticism from health
policy experts and advocates. Cynthia Cox, senior vice president at KFF, said fraud...

Ansarallah advances on Bab al-Mandab; Trump offers to pay Americans $5,000 for midterm votes; U.S. kills 3 in Caribbean

boat strike

Drop Site News = 10:34 EDT

Drop Site Daily: September 10, 2026

- Trump gave ‘the red meat, Vance was playing for independents: Bob Cusack from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

- Fox News’s Baier presses Vance on Trump’s $5K dividend promise from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Pritzker: Vance is Trump's 'chief bootlicker' from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- Bessent Defends Faltering Bond Market Intervention from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Bessent says Treasury is ‘examining’ ability to cut $5,000 checks without Congress from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Bessent’s move to tamp down rising rates backfires as bond yields jump, stocks tumble from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- The bond market is revolting — and your mortgage is the first casualty from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- Fiscal hawks skeptical of Bessent’s claim that US can ‘grow our way out’ of $40 trillion debt from the morgue, 27 Aug

2026

- Bessent blasts Warren’s ‘sciolistic’ letter about yen policy from the morgue, 29 Aug 2026

- Soros-funded Philadelphia district attorney insinuates Trump is a ‘35-time felon, calling $5,000 dividend a bribe

from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Soros-funded Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner’s terrible, horrible, no good, very bad Thursday from the

morgue, 31 Aug 2026

- Voters have a blunt message for Trump about hisidea to dole out $5,000 checks from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Why Donald Trump has a Joe Biden problem from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Does Trump have a 'Biden problem' on the economy? from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Trump’s $5,000 dividend falls flat with GOP senators from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Trump sees backlash over $5K dividend pledge from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump plan to raise debt limit on shaky ground from the morgue, 26 Aug 2026

- 5 things to know about Trump's $5K dividend pledge from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Vance strikes back at concern $5,000 Trump dividend will stoke debt: ‘Wealth will go back to the people’ from the

morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Marshall backtracks on support for $5,000 Trump dividend in Kansas Senate debate from the morgue, 12 Sep 2026

- Vance and MAGA Inc. work to defend Roger Marshall in redder Kansas from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Roger Marshall Sued 700 Patients for Debts; 81 Were Arrested. Now He’s a Senator. from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- Conservatives would scream ‘bloody murder’ if Democratic president offered dividend to maintain power: Guy

Benson from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Will Trump's payout promises boost Republican appeal to white women? from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Republicans need a Reagan-style vision to win the battle over America's future from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Trump’s promised $5,000 ‘dividend’ checks: What to know from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump’s Reckless $5,000 ‘Dividend’ from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Republicans bet the House on Trump from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Axelrod dismisses the idea of the proposed $5000 ‘Trump dividend’ from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump pledges $5K 'Trump dividend'if Republicans hold onto Congress from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump says $5K dividend checks to Americans will 'Thappen 100 percent' from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Lawler deflects on supporting Trump's $5K dividend pledge: 'How do you pay for it?' from the morgue, 13 Sep 2026

- GOP rep says priority 'needs to be the military, not $5K checks from the morgue, 13 Sep 2026

- Susan Collins calls Trump’s $5,000 dividend proposal with no cap ‘extraordinarily costly’ from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

- Bret Baier presses Paxton on Trump $5K dividend payment support from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

- Gavin Newsom calls Trump’s $5K voter payout ‘bulls— and a ‘desperate’ power grab from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

- Trump pitches $5,000 checks, but only if GOP wins House and Senate from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump's $5,000 payments would reignite inflation, economists say from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Why Trump's promised $5,000 payments to Americans are unlikely to happen from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Bond yields rise modestly after Trump's dividend pledge from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

* Trump promises Obamacare rebates to people in swing states from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026
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