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The Ireasury secretary told a House committee the department is examining
whether it needs Congress at all to mail the $5,000 the president promised
adults for keeping Congress Republican, in the same week 750,000 people
lost their health coverage with no vote required.

BY MITCH

Investigations

Follow the paperwork with me. It begins, as these things do, at a convention.

At the party's midterm convention in Dallas, the president told the room
that every American adult would receive $5,000 if Republicans keep control
of Congress in November. The Hill printed Monday that he had said Sunday,
outside Air Force One, that the checks will "happen 100 percent," comparing
them to the $1,776 checks that went out to U.S. service members. Three days
of his own party then performed an audit.

Friday, Senator Susan Collins called the proposal "extraordinarily costly,"
observing that "the proposed $5,000 dividend would not have an income cap."
The same day The Hill reported that Bret Baier had pressed Texas Attorney
General and Senate nominee Ken Paxton, on Thursday, over his support for
it. Saturday, at the Kansas State Fair, a moderator cited the proposal's $1.2
trillion cost and asked Senator Roger Marshall whether he supported it; The
Hill's headline word for what followed is '"backtracks." Sunday,
Representative Mike Lawler went on ABC and began, "I support putting
money back in the pockets of hard-working," then arrived at "How do you
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‘I kept a copy of the inaugural address — [ wasn t there, somebody sent it. "I'he forgotten men
and women of our country will be forgotten no longer.” Then I've got this other paper, from the
Congressional Research Service. Medicaid: nine hundred eighty-nine point seven billion
dollars less over ten years, seven and a half million more people uninsured by 2034. And from
the agency, fify billion for rural health, five years, every state. | did the division in the car at a
red light. It comes out about twenty to one. Sorry — I'm going — one more thing. Which of

those two numbers is the one doing the remembering?” — 1.ou
... Continued on Page W51

Pentagon moves troops out of the hemisphere where it claims no oil and
into the one where it has claimed 35 percent, then seats a contractor with
billions of dollars in military contracts on the body planning the future of
war

BY STERLING

The Ownership Desk

Thirty-five percent of what? The filing declines to supply the noun. Thirty-
five percent, and the rest is yours to work out. Hold the figure, because on
October 3, in the morning, a filing had Hegseth moving troops out of Europe,
where the Pentagon claims no oil stake, and into the hemisphere where it
claims thirty-five percent. Out of the one, into the other. You would like to
call that strategy. It is a usufruct — the fruit of a field a man does not hold the
title to — and troops are what one posts along the fence.

The thing itself was done in daylight. August 28: Congress was called upon
to stop what one filing called, in its own headline, "Yet Another Trump Grift,"
the takeover of Venezuela's oil fields. August 30: the president described that
same oil as set to replenish United States reserves, in language a filing called
mobster. By September 1 the question had narrowed to one headline asking
deal or theft at gunpoint. September 11: Fox News quoted a top official credit-
ing a thirty-minute military operation with unlocking the windfall. Sixty-five
billion barrels. Thirty minutes ... which is handsome, as hourly rates go.

Someone paid for the half-hour, and it was not the department. September
... Continued on Page F4

'lénnessee hired a prison chief with four botched executions in the file, got
the fifih on Wednesday and the resignation on Saturday; the Justice
Department spent the same week asking the judge who struck its press ban

(o restore it on grounds of professionalism.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

The file came first. Lawyers for Christa Pike count five botched executions
under Frank Strada's leadership across two states since 2022. Four of those
five were in Arizona, where Strada oversaw the state's executions, and all
four were on the books before Tennessee hired Strada to run its prisons. The
New York Times reported Saturday that the hire went through anyway. That
is the first entry on this page, and it is dated earlier than everything under it.
The booking came next. Truthout reported on September 22 that the lethal
injection was set for September 30. On September 26 the New York Post re-
ported the state had slated an all-female team to carry it out; Pike's attorneys
had written in their petition, "Christa was broken, not evil." On Tuesday,
September 29, the Supreme Court declined to stop the execution, clearing the
way for Tennessee's first execution of a woman in more than 200 years.
Wednesday morning, with witnesses already gathered at Riverbend
Maximum Security Institution, a Sixth Circuit panel voted 2-1 to halt it an
hour before the scheduled time, to review Pike's allegations that she had

been sexually abused and raped. The Supreme Court lifted that stay the same
... Continued on Page B1

The ninety dollars "l reasury mailed this month is installment one of the
promised five thousand, and this podium will not be putting a date or a
figure on installment two.
BY CHIP
Staff Writer
Let me start with the number in the news. The Treasury began mailing
checks this month and the checks are ninety dollars. In Dallas the president
said five thousand, and that Sunday he told reporters it would "happen 100
percent" if Republicans hold Congress, which is a conditional, and
November has not occurred. On the tenth, in a recorded message, he alleged
the prior administration had been "massively" overcharging people on the
federal exchange and pledged five hundred dollar rebates to nearly a million
of them. So you have five thousand, five hundred, ninety. That is a schedule.
The ninety is the first installment. It is installment one. I am not going to put
a date on installment two from this podium — or a figure, the figure is
Treasury's — look, when Treasury has the second one, Treasury will have it,
and I would not want to characterize a second one I have not been given. Did
I say installment? I would characterize it as a check. A check that went out.
On mechanics. The Treasury secretary told the House Financial Services
Committee on the fifteenth that the department is examining whether it can

issue the money without authorization from Congress, and examining is not
... Continued on Page H2

Co-pilot grounded by Oman Air as a security risk in 2024 was flying 174
people toward 'lel Aviv with a crash axe; the president's response was to
offer the plumber who stopped him a job.

BY LOU

One More Question

Who stopped the plane.

I put that question to a fellow Wednesday night and he answered it, and I
apologize, because here I am asking it again. The answer came back Friday
in a different shape, and when an answer changes shape I start to think I
wrote the question down wrong. Hold on. It's in the notebook. The pocket's
torn, everything slides to the bottom — ah. Here.

Wednesday, September 30th, the Washington Examiner. The pilot who un-
locked the cockpit door "after getting stabbed to allow passengers to storm
the cockpit" is Smit Machchhar, an Indian national. Named first in Indian
media, then confirmed by Prime Minister Netanyahu, then confirmed again
by the Indian Embassy. One identification and two confirmations, all in the
one day. That was Wednesday's answer, and it held up fine.

Friday morning the same question gets answered again. The Hill: the pres-
ident thanked Israeli plumber Yaniv Hayoun in a video message on Truth
Social, said he "did an amazing job," said "He's my kind of guy." The New York

Post carries the rest of it — "he can be my plumber." The Post says Hayoun
... Continued on Page T2

The unwritten rule that you do not schedule ordnance around a ballot died
at no fixed age, survived by a bombing moved to afier the midterms and by

the chamber that went home for seven weeks without voting on the war.

BY MORT

The Records Bureau

The wall between the war calendar and the campaign calendar died Sunday
the twenty-seventh, in Washington. It was of no fixed age. Nobody ever wrote
it down, which is the trouble with it now: an unwritten rule is a penny-ante
thing to defend in court, and there was never anything to repeal. It was only
the understanding, held by people who agreed on nothing else, that you do
not schedule ordnance around a ballot. It worked for a long time on nothing
but habit, and the shit of it is that habit was the only thing holding it up.

It had been ailing since February, when the war it would have governed
was launched without congressional authorization. By Friday the eighteenth
Common Dreams was counting it at 201 days.

Thursday the seventeenth was the worst day of the illness. The U.N. fact-
finding mission on Iran, established by the Human Rights Council in 2022,
reported reasonable grounds to believe the United States committed war
crimes in two strikes inside the country; the New York Times reported that
the mistakes leading to the deaths of more than a hundred children at an

Iranian school "went beyond negligence," and that a separate strike the same
... Continued on Page F3

With the war priced at $38 billion by its own budget office and $121 billion
in extra energy costs charged to households, the House went home a day
carly for a seven-week recess.

BY THE WRECKING CREW
The Remedy Desk

The job this week was to find the invoice, and then find the tool that makes
somebody read it out loud on a floor.

Tuesday the 15th, the Congressional Budget Office closed its books and
priced the war at $38 billion. The Budget Office calls that figure conservative.
In accounting, conservative means the number has room above it and none
below.

Wednesday the 16th, Clean Creatives published its count of who is buying
the quiet: fossil fuel firms have engaged 802 advertising and public relations
agencies over the last two years, and the 1,321 contracts recorded in 2025
and 2026 are the highest the group has logged since it began tracking in 2021.
Common Dreams reported the industry is taking big profits from the war and
plugging a sizable chunk of them into that work. Put that on the board next to
the $38 billion. Same war, two ledgers, one of them growing.

Also Wednesday the 16th, the Speaker sent the House home a day earlier
than scheduled for a seven-week recess ahead of the midterms. Fox News re-

ported that Representative Thomas Massie says the early adjournment
... Continued on Page F2

'lennessee's half-price beer filled Neyland by kickoff for a stadium stump
speech backing the bill, up for Senate passage Monday, that The Nation
says threatens the labor rights of the athletes on the field below.

BY GUS
The Sports Desk

® HOT MIC MOMENT

Is this thing — fine. At the plane, asked whether he wanted to be sur-
rounded by outlets that support him, the man said "I want real news, not fake
news, like you," and then the audio on the biggest game of the week died into
static and we file that under weather. One America News signed. Put this re-

porter on the political desk. I will still do the ballgames on weekends.
... Continued on PageS2

“The front page is a ledger with better fonts. Somebody paid, somebody collected,
and the flag's up there so you don't ask which one you were.”

— Sal

“A strong edition for people who enjoy being upset. The economy is historic, the
deportations are orderly, and the lakes have never been better named. I'm told every
story on this page is real, which — frankly, that's the part I'd have fact-checked.”

— Chip

THE FUTURES FILE — —
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Pentagon moves troops out of the
hemisphere where it claims no oil and into
the one where it has claimed 35 percent,
then seats a contractor with billions of
dollars in military contracts on the body
planning the future of war

BySTERLING
THE OWNERSHIP DESK

“With Elon Musk’s Return to Washington, Possible Conflicts of Interest Resurface”, 3
October 2026 (PHOTO VIA THE NEW YORK TIMES — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

Thirty-five percent of what? The filing declines to supply
the noun. Thirty-five percent, and the rest is yours to work
out. Hold the figure, because on October 3, in the morning, a
filing had Hegseth moving troops out of Europe, where the
Pentagon claims no oil stake, and into the hemisphere
where it claims thirty-five percent. Out of the one, into the
other. You would like to call that strategy. It is a usufruct —
the fruit of a field a man does not hold the title to — and
troops are what one posts along the fence.

The thing itself was done in daylight. August 28: Congress
was called upon to stop what one filing called, in its own
headline, "Yet Another Trump Grift)" the takeover of
Venezuela's oil fields. August 30: the president described that
same oil as set to replenish United States reserves, in lan-
guage a filing called mobster. By September 1 the question
had narrowed to one headline asking deal or theft at gun-
point. September 11: Fox News quoted a top official crediting
a thirty-minute military operation with unlocking the wind-
fall. Sixty-five billion barrels. Thirty minutes .. which is
handsome, as hourly rates go....

...(cont) Someone paid for the half-hour, and it was not the
department. September 15: the Congressional Budget Office put
Defense Department spending on the Iran war at $38 billion
through the end of July, and called that estimate conservative.
September 17: Moody's Analytics put the war's cost to the aver-
age American household at $1,760, and extra United States con-
sumer spending on energy alone at $121 billion. On September 4
diesel reached $5.85 the gallon, an all-time high. On August 31
gasoline stood at $4.08, ninety cents above the year before. Matt
Bell, who farms in North Carolina and voted for the president,
told CBS on September 18 that farmers were "sold a bill of
goods," and, "I can't stay in business."

From August 27, a mandated filing with the Office of
Government Ethics: more than 1,000 stock transactions in June,
among them thousands of dollars in energy companies taking
record profits from the war. Two filings. One quarter.

An accounting was requested, and the week disposed of the
request twice. September 3: the Wall Street Journal reported
Middle East deployments extended into next year, a presence of
50,000 troops kept in the region "in part to give the president
flexibility on next steps." Flexibility. The president's, not the
household's. September 17: every Senate Democrat but
Fetterman signed an open letter pressing Hegseth for a cost
breakdown. Largely symbolic, as the item itself allowed.

October 3, and from Hegseth: no beardos, no weirdos, no
wimps. The same October 3, the department opened its new
Office of Religious Affairs. The one department, the one day, and
no tension reported between the two.

At least five people were killed and 68 injured when the
United States bombed a wedding party at a private home in
Kuhestak, in Hormozgan province, reported September 2. On
September 17 a United Nations fact-finding mission found rea-
sonable grounds to believe the United States committed war
crimes in two airstrikes inside Iran; the strike on Minab killed
123 children.

Which leaves the chair. The New York Times, October 3: "The
founder of SpaceX, with billions of dollars in military contracts,
joins several other defense industry executives" on the body that
will help plan the future of war. The department's largest con-
tractor. Also a top campaign donor. One page carries both, and
the page was filed. The average household's cost of this war is
$1,760. The firms that sell the equipment are seated for the next.

THE RECEIPTS
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The New York Times MAINSTREAM 17:14 EDT

The founder of SpaceX, with billions of dollars in military contracts,
joins several other defense industry executives on a Pentagon

advisory board.
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The Pentagon official running ite AL program profited from
Mugk's private ctock while in office

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 13:27 EDT

Installing tech billionaires Elon Musk and Palmer Luckey to
Pentagon defense board raises conflict-of-interest concerns Send us
your questions about how the Iran war will affect US voters in the
midterms By installing the tech billionaires Elon Musk and Palmer
Luckey to advisory roles in a Pentagon project about the future of

warfare...

Soaring diesel prices take their toll on US farmers in midwest corn belt
The Guardian MAINSTREAM 08:00 EDT

Fuel costs are biting for crop growers, trucking firms and a host of
other industries as Iran war stokes record prices Joe Hamilton farms
corn and soybeans on 2,500 acres in Indiana’s Delaware county. Next

week, when his soybean harvest kicks off, four tractors, two combine
harvesters and five semi-trucks will roar to life. And with...

"Trump Accord Enshrines Light-Touch Regulation of Al
Daily Caller 14:13 EDT

The Accord Establishes ‘Real Oversight - Without Creating A
Regulatory Capture Regime’

- Pete Hegseth appoints Elon Musk to US taskforce on future of

warfare from the morgue, 30 Sep 2026

- Elon Musk boosts GOP spending advantage with return as 2026

juggernaut from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- An Elon Musk insider shares what he found in Washington —

and it should terrify you from the morgue, 22 Sep 2026

- Trump says tech CEOs signed ‘morally binding’ document to

self-regulate artificial intelligence from the morgue, 29 Sep 2026

-READ IN FULL: Trump and tech leaders’ White House Accord
on Super Intelligence from the morgue, 29 Sep 2026

- Inflation Could Soon ‘Get a Lot More Painful’ as Trump’s Iran

War Drives Diesel Over $6 a Gallon from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

-'Can't Message That Away': GOP Frets as Trump Administration

Desperately Spins Record-High Diesel Prices from the morgue, 5

Sep 2026

- '"Trump Did It!": At $5.85 a Gallon, Diesel Price Hits All-Time
High in US Thanks to War on Iran from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- States take matters into their own hands to curb record-high

diesel prices from the morgue, 29 Sep 2026

- U.N. experts say U.S. may have committed war crimes with 2

Iran strikes from the morgue, 22 Sep 2026

- Trump Says 'Big Decision' Coming on Whether to 'Annihilate’

Iran from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Pentagon No. 3 frustrates senators in closed-door briefing on

Iran war, Trump defense strategy from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Senate Democrats, minus Fetterman, urge Hegseth to provide

receipt for Iran war costs from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Hegseth on "devastation" to Iran's capabilities from the morgue,

10 Sep 2026

- Trump admits Iran war will not end before midterms from the

morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- Iran War Trump Said Would Be Quick Has Now Lasted 6 Months
With 'No End In Sight' from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

- CBO Finds Trump's Iran War Has Already Cost Nearly $40

Billion—And That's a 'Conservative' Estimate from the morgue, 15

Sep 2026

- Tillis supports Hegseth impeachment resolution: 'He needs to

go' from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Massie Files Impeachment Articles Against Hegseth for Illegal

Iran War, Boat Murders from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Massie launches effort to impeach Hegseth from the morgue, 15

Sep 2026

- Tillis urges Trump to fire Hegseth over 'inept management' of

military from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- Tillis renews calls for Hegseth’s firing after Driscoll’s departure:

‘Thave never witnessed more inept management’ from the

morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- Farmer who voted for Trump says farmers are "all just in

survival mode" from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Farmer who voted for Trump says "I can't stay in business" amid

rising costs from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Massie says he’s convinced enough Republicans to pass Epstein

Files II discharge petition from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Massie names Epstein 'coconspirators,' discusses new Epstein

files legislation from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- Read Thomas Massie’s eight impeachment charges against Pete

Hegseth from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Fake Republican midterm convention site still redirects to

Epstein files from the morgue, 7 Sep 2026

- Trump says he has a ‘big decision’ coming up on Iran: ‘Do I

want to go in and annihilate them’ from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Fox News Poll: 71% think Trump administration lacks plan to

end Iran war from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Iran recently downed at least 2 American drones, officials say

from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Big Oil Stocks Surged Due to Iran War—and New Filings Show

How President Trump Cashed In from the morgue, 27 Aug 2026

- Live updates: Energy secretary downplays rising gas prices as

US, Iran trade strikes from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- U.S. Strike on Iranian School May Have Been War Crime, U.N.

Report Says from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- UN Inquiry Finds US Strike on Minab, Iran That Killed 123
Children Was War Crime from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- UN investigators conclude ‘reasonable grounds’ to believe

certain US strikes in Iran were war crimes from the morgue, 17 Sep

2026

- UN Suspects US War Crimes in Iran from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- US Condemned for 'War Crimes' After Bombing of Wedding
Party in Iran from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- US investigating if missile hit Iranian wedding ceremony, killing

4 from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- Trump says he has a ‘big decision coming up’ on Iran from the

morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- White House issues explosive response to UN-backed report

claiming US committed war crimes against world’s No.1 sponsor

of terror, Iran from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Human rights experts: 'Reasonable grounds' to believe US

committed war crimes with Iran strikes from the morgue, 17 Sep

2026

- US Energy Consumers Have Spent $121 Billion Extra Since

Trump Launched Iran War: Moody's from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Iran downed at least 2 American drones in recent days, U.S.

officials say from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Iran: Account of US Air Force colonel's rescue 'fictional' from the

morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Consumer Burden of Trump Iran War Exceeds $100 Billion as

Oil Prices Pass $100 a Barrel from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

-'A Serious and Alarming Threat': US Bombing, Blockade Deepen

Iran Medical Crisis from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- Consumer Confidence Hits Lowest Level in Months as US Faces

'Trump's Reckless Tariffs and War With Iran' from the morgue, 25

Aug 2026

- U.S. Air Force officer rescued from Iran speaks for the first time

to 60 Minutes from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- Rep. Thomas Massie forcing vote on Pete Hegseth's

impeachment from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Did Johnson Just Adjourn Congress for 7 Weeks to Avoid

Massie's Impeachment Articles Against Hegseth? from the

morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- The Hitchhiker’s Guide to Massie saying Johnson is sending the

House home early to prevent Hegseth impeachment from the

morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- ‘You're Elected to Fight and Kill the Other Side’: How Congress

Lost Its Way from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Army combat veteran challenging Mike Lawler calls Hegseth

national security 'hazard, backs impeachment from the morgue, 6

Sep 2026

- Former Air Force secretary says he 'couldn't serve'in Trump

administration from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- Former Air Force secretary: Hegseth's Pentagon 'dysfunctional'

from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- House Republicans split over leaving Washington early for

campaign trail from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- Since 2025, Trump Made More Stock Trades Than All 535
Congress Members Combined from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Fossil Fuel Advertising Contracts Hit Record High as Big Oil

Pockets Billions From Iran War from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

-'How are we gonna get through this?' Many Americans are

struggling as prices rise from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Trump's Top Oil Stocks Have Made Him Up to $4.4 Million

Richer During Iran War: Analysis from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- Gas prices reach Labor Day high amid Iran war from the morgue,

8 Sep 2026

- Trump Hammered Over Iran War That Drove Gas Prices Above

$4 Per Gallon Every Day in August for First Time Ever from the

morgue, 31 Aug 2026

- Warsh under pressure as Fed weighs rate hike from the morgue,

15 Sep 2026
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