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On alone

‘My nephew in law school printed me two opinions from the same day
in June, and [ read them in the order they came off the printer. The first
one, six to three: the Constitution "vests the whole executive power in
the President.” T'he second one, five to four: the government's theory
‘would in eflect transform the Federal Reserve's for-cause protection
into at-will employment,”so the governor stays. I'm sorry, 11l let you get
in there, the Court opens today. If he alone can fix it, who's the one

person he's not allowed to fire?” — 1.0u

... Continued on Page W52
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IALONE CAN FIXIT

Angela Paxton endorses the Republican
ticket her estranged husband tops,
without once saying his name.

BY LOU
One More Question

You're good at this, both of you. A statewide cam-

paign pulling in money the way these two have

doesn't put the wrong thing on page one by accident,

and it doesn't leave it sitting on page nine either,
where the type runs smaller and fewer people check

it twice. That's what I admire about a well-funded op-

eration

it has readers before the voters do.

Whatever happened this week happened in front of
people whose job is to catch it.

I wrote something down on September 8th. I know

I wrote it down, because I remember where I was

standing — out by the garage, the dog underfoot — and
I can't find the page now. It's probably folded into the

toolbox with the spark-plug gauge I never use. What it

said, as close as I can recall: David Maxwell ran law

enforcement for Attorney General Ken Paxton's office
for close to ten years. Before he endorsed James

Talarico for the Senate seat, he reported his own boss

to the FBI.

Eight days later, on the 16th, the Texas Farm
Bureau endorsed Paxton, citing his record defending

farmers and ranchers in court. ...

... Continued on Page A2

THE TIMELINE

Hochul installs independent
special prosecutor for
Cornell case, immediately
branded ‘abhorrent,' hateful,’
a fire-breathing hack.'

PHOFANCE 24
BY LOU
One More Question
You're sharp enough to see
where this is going already,
and that's not flattery — that's
a problem for whoever
buried the item on page nine.
A smart operation doesn't
schedule a promise of reform
... Continued on Page A3
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WHAT HAPPENED. Randy White called Talarico untrustworthy
on trans issues as Paxton's estranged wife endorsed the

ticket without naming him.

WHO GETS PAID. Ken Paxton's Senate campaign is the buyer:
a Hall of Fame endorsement and his estranged wife's on-
record vote, gained without her having to say his name.

WHAT sSLIPS. Nothing slips here yet.

WHAT'S NEXT. No hearing, filing or vote beyond this week
appears in the record; the next event on file is the election

itself.

on Angela Paxton endorses the Republican ticket her estranged

husband tops, without once saying his name. — the column, by

Lou.

The whole front, short, and the precedents, on E6

€ FROM THE CORNER €
Durcn

CORNELL'S PRESIDENT PROMISED TRANSPARENCY IN AN EIGHT-MINUTE
video the same week Tompkins County's DA's office quietly
declined to review more evidence Cornell's own police had
already gathered. That isn't an investigation, it's a courtesy:
the school controls what the public gets to see, and the
prosecutor's office signs off by looking away. Because a
DA's office can decline to review more evidence without ex-
plaining why, the next parent's call to campus police gets
filed the same quiet way; because that call gets filed quietly,
the record your own kid needs stays inside the building it
started in, and the only paper you actually see is the tuition
bill with your kid's name on it, due in full either way.

OnHochul installs independent special prosecutor for Cornell case,
immediately branded 'abhorrent, 'hateful, a'fire-breathing hack.' — the
column, by Lou

Hospitals that skip price disclosure half the time
profit off a poverty subsidy in wealthy suburbs.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

The filing's own headline does the rec-
onciling for us: "Robin Hood in reverse."

A month earlier, the same publication
had already run the ledger on what non-
profit hospitals do with the slack. The
September 1 filing put a number on it:
$14 billion, its own figure, attached to
hospitals it said "hoard wealth while
gouging patients." The same filing noted
that Congress and the administration

were taking what it called serious steps
toward transparency and accountability
for those hospitals. Steps were, by its ac-

count, underway.

THE RECORD

Iennessee hired a commissioner
with four botched executions, got
a fifth, ordered its first review.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

The file arrived before the
appeal did. Lawyers for
Christa Pike counted five
botched executions under
Frank Strada's supervision

across two states; four of the
five were Arizona's, logged
while Strada ran that state's

execution unit. Those four sat
in Arizona's own public
record, not a drawer anyone
needed a subpoena to open,
when Tennessee read the file
and hired him to run its
prisons.

Then the schedule moved
on its own calendar. A federal
court halted Pike's execution;

... Continued on Page F2

Trump's super PAC keeps spending nine figures

BY RUTH

The Money Desk

The filing starts on
September 8, when the
National Republican

while its own coalition keeps leaving the building:

PHOTO: THE NEW YORK TIMES

Congressional Committee
added five candidates to its
battleground watch list. The
receipt names no states for
that add and carries no belief

... Continued on Page F4

Nine days later the first readout on
those steps arrived. The Patient Rights
Advocate group's eighth report,
September 10, put hospital compliance
with the federal price-transparency rule
at a record high. The record high was
49.4 percent. Roughly half the industry
posts its prices where a patient could

found.

out

'Trump vows to defeat communists once and
for all, having just lost to the pollster he sued.

BY SAL
Staff Writer

The vow and the complaint
arrived in the same breath,
which is its own kind of
receipt.

The communists are not on
the ledger anywhere else this
week. The war is. In August it
passed six months past the
end date Trump had set for it.
By  September 15  the

Farmer tipped police to five
terror suspects; all five, then
a sixth, walked free on bail.

BY MITCH
Investigations

Mitch, investigations.
Follow the paper with me,
one filing at a time, because
this one keeps growing a ros-
ter. On September 28th, a
farmer driving home past 1
a.m. flagged police to activity
near RAF Fairford, the air
base the US Air Force also
uses; five men were arrested
the same day, and by that
same Monday bail paper-
work was already signed re-
leasing all five. That after-
noon President Trump told
reporters, of the release, "I
wouldn't have done that."
Two days later, on September
30th, Andy Burnham told the
Washington Examiner there
were ‘"indications" = Iran

... Continued on Page A5

find them before a bill arrives; roughly
half does not. Calling that a record tells
you what the previous seven reports

Lay the three filings end to end and
the gap gets an address. The sector
drawing margin off a poverty subsidy in
zip codes that never needed one is the
same sector running a coin-flip rate of
compliance with the rule meant to let a
patient see a price coming. None of the
three filings draws a line connecting the

... Continued on Page H3

Congressional Budget Office
priced it at nearly forty billion
dollars and called that figure
conservative. A United
Nations inquiry had already
found the strikes likely war
crimes. A senator who voted
to confirm the defense secre-
tary running it has called
twice this month for their fir-
ing. A Republican congress-
man has filed impeachment

paperwork against them.
None of that made the Dayton
remarks. The fight that is ac-
tually underway, with an ac-
tual price tag, stayed off the
stage.

What did make the week's
news, on the record, was the
economy. On September 21 an
NBC News poll found 55 per-
cent of voters saying Trump's
policies have made it worse,

... Continued on Page A4

Health secretary who doubted two measles
deaths watches Pennsylvania confirm a fifth

BY LOU
One More Question

You are smart people. I
don't say that to warm you up
before I ask something of you;
I say it because this whole col-
umn only works if it's true,
and because a smart opera-
tion does not make the mis-
take sitting on page nine of
this morning's paper. I've
read it twice, and I'd like to
walk through it with you, be-

US pledges ‘full cooperation’
investigating Marine murder
arrest, its third on this
island in twenty years.
BY SAL
Staff Writer

A Marine, 20, sat in an
Okinawa jail this week on
suspicion of robbing and
murdering a Japanese
woman, Anna Yagi, 39, at a
hotel. The U.S. ambassador's
office said it was "providing
full cooperation with the in-
vestigation," which is the ex-
act temperature Washington
keeps on hand for a Kkilling
like this: warm enough to
sound engaged, cool enough
to commit to nothing. That
same week, Japan's prime
minister, Sanae Takaichi,
registered a protest with the
United States, and the word
doing the heavy lifting in the
wire reports was ‘"threat-

... Continued on Page A6

Los Angeles taxed housing to build more of it, and
lost thousands of homes and construction jobs instead.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

Los Angeles keeps a ledger
with two columns that are
supposed to move together:
the tax collected on home
sales over five million dollars,
and the housing supply that
tax exists to grow. The second
column is the subject of this
correction.

The stated purpose, per the
record, is simple. Tax homes
over five million dollars. Use
the money to build more
homes. Reconcile that pur-
pose against the finished
product and the two columns
do not move together.
Thousands of homes, gone.
Thousands of construction
jobs, gone with them. That is
not a rounding error against

a program that merely under-
performed. It is a program
that produced less of the exact
thing it was named for.

Call it the mansion tax,
which is a brand name, not a
description. The levy applies
far beyond mansions — the
receipts are specific on that
point and silent on the rest,
which is its own kind of hon-
esty. A city willing to say its

... Continued on Page F3

cause there's a number on it I
can't get past, and I'd like the
company.

I wrote the date down back
in August, because it seemed
like the sort of thing worth
keeping. Just a second — I
had it here somewhere...
August 28th. Pennsylvania's
governor had said two people
had died of measles. The
health secretary's own depart-
ment looked at that sentence

... Continued on Page H2

Jeremiah Smith declares
himself the best player in
the country; the record book
agrees, 34 games early.
BY GUS
The Sports Desk

® HOT MIC MOMENT

Somebody get this to the

political desk, this reporter is
begging. The NCAA's interim
name, image and likeness
policy took effect July 1, 2021,
so a player could finally sell
his own name. The sports-
books found a way to sell it

... Continued on PageS2
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Get them out quick. Open
those beds up for more
detainees.”

— BORDER CZARTOM

HOMAN, CNN STATE OF THE
UNION, 30 AUGUST 2026

13

Shut down Delaney Hall,

free them all!”

— PROTESTORS OUTSIDE THE
DELANEY HALL ICE FACILITY,
NEWARK

¢

Don't let anybody tell you
that people running
Congress right now are
Iooking out for the rich.
Actually, Ithink we
should do a little more

for them”
— REP. GLENN GROTHMAN (R-
WI), AUGUST 2026

13

Maybe the children will
have two dolls instead of
30 dolls. So maybe the
two dolls will cost a cou-
ple bucks more than they

would normally”
— PRESIDENT TRUMP,
CABINET MEETING, 30 APRIL
2025

“Notice every "temporary" on the page. Temporary tariffs,
temporary fees, temporary emergencies. I've been
temporary since 2017. So has the tab.”

— Sal

FOUND 35 unpermitted gas turbines, running in a Black
neighborhood in Memphis. Cancer risk four times normal.
No reward offered. — Classifieds

Classifieds

PERSONALS Deficit hawk, dormant eight years, seeks
sudden urgency. Reappears only when someone proposes
feeding children. No tax cut too large to overlook. —

PERSONALS Governing party seeks a spine, any
condition, willing to relocate to Washington. Discretion
assured. You'll need it. — Classifieds

“If the numbers on this page bother you, I'd gently suggest
that numbers are one perspective.”

— Chip

THE FUTURES FILE

every date somebody set, and what was standing there when it arrived - swept 2026-09-16
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THE TIMELINE

Hochul installs independent special prosecutor for Cornell case,
immediately branded ‘abhorrent, 'hateful, a fire-breathing hack.

ByLOU
ONE MORE QUESTION

“Cornell president speaks out, says 'defining moment' for university”, 4 October 2026

Vo

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Cornell's president promised transparency in a video the same week the county DA declined to review more evidence.

wHo GETS PAID. Cornell University, whose own police gathered the evidence the county prosecutor's office chose not to review further.

WHAT sLIPs. A prosecutor'sindependent review of evidence already on hand slips, with no public reason given for declining to look further.

WHAT's NEXT. If this holds, expect what followed Cornell's agreement on October 1 to let Governor Hochul's independent investigator in: the outside

review moves forward on paper while the original case record stays closed.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

You're sharp enough to see where this is going al-
ready, and that's not flattery — that's a problem for
whoever buried the item on page nine. A smart op-
eration doesn't schedule a promise of reform the
same week it declines to look at its own evidence.
You'd have caught that. I almost didn't, because I'm
slow, and because I keep losing the page.

I wrote this down. Give me a second — here it is.
Saturday night, Cornell's president put out a video.
Eight minutes long. He called it a "defining mo-
ment." He said the university "must do better." He
promised "greater transparency." I wrote the date
next to it, because a date is the one thing in this busi-
ness that doesn't move once you've got it on paper: a
Saturday, a video, eight minutes....

...(cont) I'm sorry, I keep going back to this, but the
same week that video went out, the Tompkins County
DA's office quietly declined to review additional mate-
rial that Cornell's own campus police had already gath-
ered. Not "will revisit" Not "under advisement."
Declined. Documents reviewed by a news outlet say so,
plain as anything, no drama to the sentence at all,
which is the part that got me.

I went out to the garage after I read that twice, be-
cause I had a fan belt waiting and nothing better to do
with my hands, and I kept thinking about the eight min-
utes. Eight minutes isn't long. I timed the dog's checkup
once out of boredom — nine, with the vet apologizing
for running over. I'm not saying eight minutes can't
mean something. I'm saying I've written it down twice
now, and I'm sorry, I'm going to write it down once more
before I'm through.

Here's what I can't get past, and I apologize, because I
already told you I can't get past it — the material that got
declined didn't walk itself over. Somebody at Cornell's
police department put it in a folder, or a box, or what-
ever they use now, and somebody carried it across a
room, down a hall, into a building where a different
somebody decided it didn't need a closer look. That's a
lot of hands for a sentence that ends in "declined." The
president's eight minutes went out on the evening news
the same week. The folder went as far as a desk.

I don't know what's in the folder. The people outside
that office don't know either, not yet. But I know the two
things happened the same week, because the paper says
so, and I know one of them got eight minutes of broad-
cast time and the other got a line in a document, not a
broadcast.

Governor Hochul installed an independent prosecu-
tor to look at how Cornell handled all this — I wrote the
name down too, Letitia James, in case I lost the thread.
And I was putting the notebook away —

Excuse me, before you go — one more thing, because
you're sharp and you've probably already got there
ahead of me. The same newspaper that ran "fire-breath-
ing hack" about the new prosecutor on Saturday had al-
ready run "lynch mob mentality" about the public reac-
tion six days earlier — different speaker, different piece,
same pages, Is that the same week
Governor Hochul's independent prosecutor got called
"abhorrent," "hateful," and a "hack"? And is that the
same eight-minute video in which the university called
itself a "defining moment," the same stretch in which
the DA's office decided it had seen enough? I'm sorry —I
know I keep coming back to it. Eight minutes.

same week.

€« FROM THE CORNER ®

Durch

CORNELL'S PRESIDENT PROMISED TRANSPARENCY IN AN EIGHT-MINUTE VIDEO THE SAME WEEK ToMmpPKINS County's DA's OFFICE QUIETLY DECLINED TO REVIEW MORE EVIDENCE
Cornell's own police had already gathered. That isn't an investigation, it's a courtesy: the school controls what the public gets to see, and the
prosecutor's office signs off by looking away. Because a DA's office can decline to review more evidence without explaining why, the next parent's call
to campus police gets filed the same quiet way; because that call gets filed quietly, the record your own kid needs stays inside the building it started in,
and the only paper you actually see is the tuition bill with your kid's name on it, due in full either way.

|

“They call it a "defining moment," then the DA's
office somehow forgets to open the evidence
sitting right there from Cornell's own cops. That's
not transparency, that's a magic trick — wave the
eight minutes with one hand so you don't watch
the other hand close the file. The student who says
she was raped is still waiting on both hands.”

— Sal

e =
“Letitia James has no business near this case, our
side knows she's all politics, no process. I mean,
sure, Governor Hochul appointed her specifically
because she's independent of the schoo] — but,
okay, that's actually the definition of impartial,
isn't it? Hold on. Did I say that? Let me start over”

— C/u'p

THE RECEIPTS

Cornell president speaks out, says 'defining moment' for university

ABC News MAINSTREAM 09:24 EDT

The Tompkins County DA's office declined to additional review material gathered by Cornell University police, documents reviewed

by ABC News show.

Cornell president promises reforms after alleged gang rape

The Hill MAINSTREAM 09:13 EDT

Cornell University President Michael Kotlikoff on Saturday promised reforms at his school in the wake of allegations of a gang rape

that put the university in the national spotlight. “I believe we, as an administration, and we as a community, must do better. We must

do everything we can to prevent what happened to Jane...

Cornell president calls out ‘party culture’ after alleged gang rape, backs state inquiry

Washington Examiner | RIGHT

09:32 EDT

Cornell University President Michael Kotlikoff said an alleged gang rape at a fraternity house exposed troubling questions about the

school’s “party culture” and pledged to examine the role of Greek life on campus as New York officials take over the criminal

investigation. Kotlikoff addressed the allegations involving a former student...

Cornell allegations fuel bipartisan push for stronger sexual assault protections

The Hill MAINSTREAM 06:00 EDT

Lawmakers across the aisle are pushing for stronger protections for sexual violence survivors after a former Cornell University

student's fraternity house gang rape allegations drew national attention last week. While the woman first accused the seven men of

raping her for several hours at a fraternity house in 2024, the reports sparked...

New York Attorney General [etitia James made special prosecutor in Cornell rape investigation

NPR MAINSTREAM 12:43 EDT

Counter to what a local prosecutor has claimed, the alleged victim of a 2024 gang rape at Cornell University clearly said in her police

statement that she was sexually assaulted, her attorney told NPR.

Cornell president breaks silence over alleged campus rape

France 24 MAINSTREAM 07:53 EDT

Cornell University remains at the centre of controversy over an alleged gang rape at a fraternity on campus, with the university

president now breaking his silence. In an eight-minute video statement released Saturday night, Michael Kotlikoff called the

allegations, made by a woman known as Jane Doe, deeply disturbing and said the...

Cornell president says school "must do better” amid criticism of its investigation

CBS News MAINSTREAM 00:04 EDT

Cornell's president said his school's administration "must do better" amid the criticism of its investigation into allegations made by a

former student that she was gang-raped at a fraternity in 2024.

Megyn Kelly says ‘Cornell 7" are ‘f'd; blasts ‘fire-breathing hack’ NY AG Letitia James

08:55 EDT

New York Post

Megyn Kelly attacked Gov. Kathy Hochul after she appointed the "abhorrent and hateful" Letitia James in charge of investigating the

case.

A timeline of Jane Doe’s allegations of Cornell gang rape

Washington Examiner | RIGHT

18:29 EDT

An incident at Cornell University involving alleged gang rape is stoking controversy after a woman filed a lawsuit alleging sexual

assault nearly two years after she said the incident occurred. A young woman whose identity was shielded with a “Jane Doe” name

filed the lawsuit on Sept.

Legal expert explains how New York law could impact alleged Cornell gang rape case

CBS News MAINSTREAM 19:44 EDT

CBS News legal contributor Rebecca Roiphe explains New York rape law and how it might play into the alleged Cornell University

gang rape case.

| etitia James is absolutely wrong person to get to bottom of complex Cornell case

05:30 EDT

New York Post

James has always followed the policy of the Queen of Hearts in "Alice in Wonderland": "Sentence first, verdict afterward."

Cornell University to take ‘serious look’ at fraternities after rape allegations

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 05:43 EDT

Ivy League school’s president promises action after woman alleged she was drugged and raped by fraternity members Cornell

University will examine the role of fraternities and sororities on campus after an outcry over the school’s handling of a student’s rape

allegations, the Ivy League school’s president has said. A civil lawsuit filed...

- Hochul calls for third-party investigation into Cornell over gang rape allegations from the morgue, 29 Sep 2026

- Cornell president agrees to third-party gang rape investigation, Hochul says from the morgue, 1 Oct 2026

- AOC Calls Out Cornell and 'Culture of Rape' as Prosecutors Reopen Campus Assault Case from the morgue, 28 Sep 2026

- Cornell law professor decries ‘lynch mob mentality’ over alleged gang rape case, blasts AOC for ‘rushing to

judgment’ from the morgue, 1 Oct 2026

- Prominent Jewish activist backs Saritha Komatireddy for AG — in blow to Letitia James from the morgue, 30 Sep 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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PAGE A2 FROMSEACH THE BREAKFAST EDITION — 4 OCTOBER 2026

"Trump vows to defeat communists once and for all, having just lost to
the pollster he sued.

By SAL
STAFF WRITER

“Trump says polls 'don't account for one thing,' as he pledges to defeat communists 'once and for all”, 4 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA FOX NEWS — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Trump vowed at a Dayton rally to defeat communists after a judge dismissed his suit against a pollster.
wHO GETS PAID. The receipts name no buyer yet.
WHAT sLIPs. Nothing slips here yet.

wHAT's NEXT. If Republicans keep voicing doubt about Trump in public, a primary challenge follows; that is what Kentucky got after October 2025,
when Thomas Massie lost his seat in a $37 million primary funded in part by the president's own advisers.

AS IT RAN ON THE FRONT tor Bob Cusack said Republicans are biting their tongues

The vow and the complaint arrived in the same and warned of a "civil war" inside the party if the num-
bers hold. By September 24 the New York Times was cat-
aloguing Senate candidates in Iowa and Michigan trying

else this week. The war is. In August it passed six to put daylight between themselves and the man who

months past the end date Trump had set for it. By heads their ticket.

September 15 the Congressional Budget Office That same day, September 24, an Towa judge dis-
missed Trump's lawsuit against pollster J. Ann Selzer

and the Des Moines Register. The suit had called her
2024 poll, the one that missed and showed Kamala
Harris ahead, "deceptive" under the state's consumer
fraud law. The claim could not survive its own arith-
metic: a poll that turns out wrong is not, under that law,
the same thing as a poll meant to defraud. Ten days

breath, which is its own kind of receipt.
The communists are not on the ledger anywhere

priced it at nearly forty billion dollars and called
that figure conservative. A United Nations inquiry
had already found the strikes likely war crimes. A
senator who voted to confirm the defense secretary
running it has called twice this month for their fir-
ing. A Republican congressman has filed impeach-
ment paperwork against them. None of that made
the Dayton remarks. The fight that is actually under- later, in Dayton, Trump told a crowd the polls don't ac-

way, with an actual price tag, stayed off the stage.... count for him.
The enemy named from the podium is an idea with

...(cont) What did make the week's news, on the no return address. The war's price tag, the economy's
record, was the economy. On September 21 an NBC = own numbers, the party's own candidates, and the poll-
News poll found 55 percent of voters saying Trumps ster who called a race correctly are not ideas. They are
policies have made it worse, against 26 percent who  dated, signed, and not one of them is Soviet.
said better. On September 17 Washington Examiner edi-

vl
“The guy wants to fight communists but the only “Look, the polls have been wrong before — Selzer
fight he's lost lately is to an Iowa pollster with a missed in 2024, that's just a fact, everybody knows
spreadsheet. Fifty-five percent of us say the that. The lawsuit was about accountability,
economy got worse under him, and his own holding people to — wait, the judge already tossed
party's starting to ask out loud why they still back that one, didn't he. Communists, though, real
him. That's not a culture war, that's a receipt.” threat, huge threat, very against them, very

_ ol strongly — I mean, who isn't”

— C’Aip

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— Tennessee's lethal injection fails to kill Christa Pike twice, succeeds in killing the
commissioner's job once. By Mort - the midnight edition, 4 October 2026

— The promised Republican sweep required three days of rallies in Texas, Oklahoma and

Alabama, plus a steel plant. By Lou - the noon edition, 3 October 2026

— Washington Examiner predicts a Republican sweep the same week Republicans pour millions
into defending a once-safe Kansas seat. By Lou - the breakfast edition, 3 October 2026

— Trump says Russia, Ukraine agreed to spare energy sites; weeks later G7 drains 100 million
barrels anyway By The Lodgers - the milkman edition, 3 October 2026

— Republicans pull ad money from North Carolina to save a Kansas seat lost over a $50 bill. By
Ruth - the milkman edition, 3 October 2026

— Treasury blames Ukraine for the energy shock the EU already priced a cap for in 2022. By The

Lodgers - the wee small hours edition, 3 October 2026

THE RECEIPTS

But: Democrats are running an average of 11.5 points ahead of their 2024 baseline across 2026 special elections s ieciions

2026 special-clection tracking

Trump says polls 'don't account for one thing,' as he pledges to defeat communists 'once and for all'
Fox News 07:25 EDT

President Donald Trump told a cheering Dayton, Ohio, rally crowd that polls don't account for him campaigning as Republicans
face a tough House path.

Republicans say they hate communists. So why do they like Donald Trump?

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 07:00 EDT

Trump supporters may be surprised to learn the state takeover of means of production is not driven by the left Americans will never
accept the Democratic party’s slide to the left, or so desperate Republicans are hoping. With the midterm elections fast upon us,

Zohran Mamdani’s promise of a few city-run bodegas in New York City will...

- Judge dismisses Trump lawsuit against lowa pollster J. Ann Selzer from the morgue, 24 Sep 2026

- Majority of voters say Trump’s policies worsened the economy: Poll from the morgue, 21 Sep 2026

- 'Cowardice, Not Conviction': Republicans Try to Back Away From Toxic Trump After Years of Subservience from the

morgue, 24 Sep 2026

- Republicans frustrated with Trump could lead to ‘civil war’: Bob Cusack from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- U.N. experts say U.S. may have committed war crimes with 2 Iran strikes from the morgue, 22 Sep 2026

- Trump Says 'Big Decision' Coming on Whether to 'Annihilate' Iran from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Pentagon No. 3 frustrates senators in closed-door briefing on Iran war, Trump defense strategy from the morgue, 17

Sep 2026

- Senate Democrats, minus Fetterman, urge Hegseth to provide receipt for Iran war costs from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Hegseth on "devastation" to Iran's capabilities from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump admits Iran war will not end before midterms from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- Iran War Trump Said Would Be Quick Has Now Lasted 6 Months With 'No End In Sight' from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

- CBO Finds Trump's Iran War Has Already Cost Nearly $40 Billion—And That's a 'Conservative' Estimate from the

morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Tillis supports Hegseth impeachment resolution: 'He needs to go' from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Massie Files Impeachment Articles Against Hegseth for Illegal Iran War, Boat Murders from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Massie launches effort to impeach Hegseth from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Tillis urges Trump to fire Hegseth over 'inept management' of military from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- Tillis renews calls for Hegseth’s firing after Driscoll’s departure: ‘I have never witnessed more inept management’

from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- Farmer who voted for Trump says farmers are "all just in survival mode" from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Farmer who voted for Trump says "I can't stay in business" amid rising costs from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Massie says he’s convinced enough Republicans to pass Epstein Files II discharge petition from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Massie names Epstein 'coconspirators, discusses new Epstein files legislation from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- Read Thomas Massie’s eight impeachment charges against Pete Hegseth from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Fake Republican midterm convention site still redirects to Epstein files from the morgue, 7 Sep 2026

- Trump says he has a ‘big decision’ coming up on Iran: ‘Do I want to go in and annihilate them’ from the morgue, 17 Sep

2026

- Fox News Poll: 71% think Trump administration lacks plan to end Iran war from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Iran recently downed at least 2 American drones, officials say from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Big Oil Stocks Surged Due to Iran War—and New Filings Show How President Trump Cashed In from the morgue, 27

Aug 2026

- Live updates: Energy secretary downplays rising gas prices as US, Iran trade strikes from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- U.S. Strike on Iranian School May Have Been War Crime, U.N. Report Says from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- UN Inquiry Finds US Strike on Minab, Iran That Killed 123 Children Was War Crime from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- UN investigators conclude ‘reasonable grounds’ to believe certain US strikes in Iran were war crimes from the

morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- UN Suspects US War Crimes in Iran from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- US Condemned for 'War Crimes' After Bombing of Wedding Party in Iran from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- US investigating if missile hit Iranian wedding ceremony, killing 4 from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- Trump says he has a ‘big decision coming up’ on Iran from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- White House issues explosive response to UN-backed report claiming US committed war crimes against world’s

No.1 sponsor of terror, Iran from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Human rights experts: 'Reasonable grounds'to believe US committed war crimes with Iran strikes from the morgue, 17

Sep 2026

- US Energy Consumers Have Spent $121 Billion Extra Since Trump Launched Iran War: Moody's from the morgue, 17

Sep 2026

- Iran downed atleast 2 American drones in recent days, U.S. officials say from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Iran: Account of US Air Force colonel's rescue 'fictional' from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Consumer Burden of Trump Iran War Exceeds $100 Billion as Oil Prices Pass $100 a Barrel from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- 'A Serious and Alarming Threat': US Bombing, Blockade Deepen Iran Medical Crisis from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- Consumer Confidence Hits Lowest Level in Months as US Faces 'Trump's Reckless Tariffs and War With Iran' from the

morgue, 25 Aug 2026

- U.S. Air Force officer rescued from Iran speaks for the first time to 60 Minutes from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- Rep. Thomas Massie forcing vote on Pete Hegseth's impeachment firom the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Did Johnson Just Adjourn Congress for 7 Weeks to Avoid Massie's Impeachment Articles Against Hegseth? from the

morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- The Hitchhiker’s Guide to Massie saying Johnson is sending the House home early to prevent Hegseth

impeachment from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- ‘You'’re Elected to Fight and Kill the Other Side’: How Congress Lost Its Way from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Army combat veteran challenging Mike Lawler calls Hegseth national security 'hazard, backs impeachment from

the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- Former Air Force secretary says he 'couldn't serve'in Trump administration from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- Former Air Force secretary: Hegseth's Pentagon 'dysfunctional' from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- House Republicans split over leaving Washington early for campaign trail from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- Since 2025, Trump Made More Stock Trades Than All 535 Congress Members Combined from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Fossil Fuel Advertising Contracts Hit Record High as Big Oil Pockets Billions From Iran War from the morgue, 16 Sep

2026

-'How are we gonna get through this?' Many Americans are struggling as prices rise from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Trump's Top Oil Stocks Have Made Him Up to $4.4 Million Richer During Iran War: Analysis from the morgue, 9 Sep

2026

- 'Trump Did It!": At $5.85 a Gallon, Diesel Price Hits All-Time High in US Thanks to War on Iran from the morgue, 4 Sep

2026

- Gas prices reach Labor Day high amid Iran war from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- Trump Hammered Over Iran War That Drove Gas Prices Above $4 Per Gallon Every Day in August for First Time

Ever from the morgue, 31 Aug 2026

- Warsh under pressure as Fed weighs rate hike from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Inflation held at 3.4% in August in consumer price index, creating tough choice for Warsh Fed from the morgue, 11 Sep

2026

- Warsh indicates Fed could raise rates to cool inflation from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

- Key U.S. Bond Rate Near 20-Year High as Qil Prices Keep Climbing from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- 10-year Treasury yield hits highest level since 2007, oil surges above $105 as Fed expected to hike interest rates from

the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Benchmark mortgage rate hits 14-month high as bond yields keep rising from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Benchmark mortgage rate hits highest mark in over a year from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- Goldman Sachs warns oil prices could hit $120 as U.S. fuel costs surge from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- Massie Moves to Force Impeachment Vote Against Hegseth, Citing Civilian Deaths from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- GOP Rep Thomas Massie introduces 8 articles of impeachment against War Secretary Pete Hegseth from the morgue,

15 Sep 2026

- Republican Rep. Massie moves to impeach Defense Secretary Hegseth over Iran war from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Thomas Massie Forces Vote To Impeach Pete Hegseth from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Pete Hegseth Faces Growing Criticism as War With Iran Rolls On from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- Hegseth Quietly Extends Middle East Troop Deployments Into 2027 as Iran War Drags On from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- Costco imposes purchase limits on motor oil, hikes prices by nearly double from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- As gas averages $4.31 nationwide, diesel fuel hits all-time high: "It's painful. It's real hard" from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Costco Raises Motor Qil Price, Caps Customer Purchases As Iran War Drags On from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

-'Can't Message That Away': GOP Frets as Trump Administration Desperately Spins Record-High Diesel Prices from the

morgue, 5 Sep 2026

- European Union member states agree to a natural gas price cap in an attempt to limit economic damage from the

global energy crisis. The price cap can be triggered beginning on February 15, if for thre from the morgue, 19 Dec 2022

- Spike on 10-year bond yields renews concerns over U.S. debt from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- 10-Year Treasury Yield Reaches 5%, Highest Level in Years from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Treasury reveals $6B in debt buybacks, triple the normal level - but markets slump from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- Trump blames rise in diesel prices on Ukrainian strikes against Russian oil refineries from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Trump blames rising diesel price on Russia-Ukraine war from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- What Is Driving Diesel Prices Up? Energy Chaos Caused by Two Wars. from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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Farmer tipped police to five terror suspects; all tive, then a sixth,

walked free on bail.

By MITCH
INVESTIGATIONS

“Iran could move shadow war in a dangerous direction, experts warn on back of two possible terror attacks”, 4 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA FOX NEWS — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. UK police freed a Fairford suspect and charged Iranian men in a Manchester plot as the US expelled Iranian diplomats.

WHO GETS PAID. Secretary of State Marco Rubio's office gets credit for a tough-looking expulsion, even though the diplomats had already been told to

leave.

WHAT sLIPs. The public's assurance that a terror arrest leads to actual custody slips, as suspect after suspect is granted bail.

WHAT's NEXT. No hearing date appears in the record for the sixth suspect or the two men charged in the Manchester plot; the case file stops at bail and

charge.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

Mitch, investigations. Follow the paper with me,
one filing at a time, because this one keeps growing
a roster. On September 28th, a farmer driving home
past 1 a.m. flagged police to activity near RAF
Fairford, the air base the US Air Force also uses; five
men were arrested the same day, and by that same
Monday bail paperwork was already signed releas-
ing all five. That afternoon President Trump told re-
porters, of the release, "I wouldn't have done that."
Two days later, on September 30th, Andy Burnham
told the Washington Examiner there were "indica-
tions" Iran "played a part" in the Fairford case — and
defended the bail decision anyway.

Then, on October 3rd, the docket grew three
lines in a single day. First: a sixth suspect, a UK-
Iranian national arrested in a separate security inci-
dent near London, after police searched two proper-
ties in the capital, was released on bail, same as the
first five. Second: UK police charged two more
Iranian nationals, this time not over an air base but
over an alleged plot against Manchester's Jewish
community. Third: the State Department sent two
more members of Iran's UN delegation home —
members who had already been asked to leave days
earlier and were removed anyway, Friday night into
Saturday morning. "Secretary Rubio means busi-
ness," a US official told the Washington Examiner.
Two bail releases, two new charges, two expulsions:
all together now, that's three separate case files clos-
ing in the same week, on the same country....

“They let five walk, then a sixth, same base, same
bail, while the only one who actually caught
anything — a farmer coming home at one in the
morning — gets a shrug from the people whose
job was security. Washington's over here acting
tough, putting two Iranian diplomats on a plane
they'd already told to go. That's not a shadow war,
that's a government staging a show once the hard

part already failed.”
— Sal

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

...(cont) By October 4th, Fox News had terrorism ana-
lysts describing Fairford and the FlyDubai cockpit attack
as two fronts of what they're calling the same Iranian
shadow war, the two cases raising questions about
covert Iranian operations against the US and Israel. The
analysts don't claim the fronts are tied together by evi-
dence — only by the pattern the docket itself has been
writing since September 28th.

And the farmer who made the original call isn't satis-
fied. She told the New York Post she fears several of the
plotters remain free, and she has criticized the security
at the base she lives beside. Five arrests, one presiden-
tial complaint, one shrug from Burnham, a sixth arrest,
two charges, two expulsions — and the person who
started it all still doesn't feel safe walking home past 1
a.m. All together now: that's the whole case file, and it
still isn't closed.

“Bail isn't a conviction — that's due process
working exactly the way Andy Burnham defended
it. Sure, a farmer out past one in the morning
noticed something Counter Terrorism Policing
didn't, but that's not a security failure, that's —
okay, that one's not landing. The diplomats were

already headed home anyway; Rubio's office just
handled the paperwork.”

— Chip

— Sixth Fairford suspect freed on bail as UK charges two Iranian men in Manchester plot, U.S.

expels diplomats By Mitch - the wee small hours edition, 4 October 2026

THE RECEIPTS

Iran could move shadow war in a dangerous direction, experts warn on back of two possible terror attacks

Fox News 07:00 EDT

Two suspected plots near RAF Fairford and aboard a FlyDubai flight raise questions about Iran's covert attacks against the United

States and Israel.

CBS News MAINSTREAM 18:00 EDT

said.

Washington Examiner 19:55 EDT

Rubio means business,’

S . S ]
UK counter-terroriem police cearch two (ondon homes over air base breach

The 25-year-old man was arrested in London, and police searched two properties in the U.K. capital, Counter Terrorism Policing
- e > o : . ] i e
State Department takes two triec to expel Iranian diplomats alveady told to leave

Two members of the Iranian delegation from the last two weeks’ U.N. General Assembly meeting were sent home by the State

Department on Friday night and Saturday morning, despite having been asked to leave days earlier. “Secretary [of State Marco]

- Farmer who foiled suspected Iran terror plot on UK base blasts security — and fears several terrorists still free from

the morgue, 28 Sep 2026
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Health secretary who doubted two measles deaths watches

Pennsylvania confirm a fifth

ByLOU
ONE MORE QUESTION
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“Pennsylvania health officials brace themselves as measles outbreak expected to spread”, 4 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA THE GUARDIAN — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. publicly questioned two Pennsylvania measles deaths; the state later confirmed a fifth.

wHO GETS PAID. The receipts name no buyer yet.

WHAT sLIPs. Pennsylvania's confirmed death count becomes disputable the moment the health secretary questions it, and no one is held to account

for the doubt.

WHAT's NEXT. If the doubt stands, confirmed deaths keep climbing without an answer; that is what Pennsylvania got after August 28: three more
confirmed deaths and an outbreak spreading toward counties with no health department of their own.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

You are smart people. I don't say that to warm you
up before I ask something of you; I say it because
this whole column only works if it's true, and be-
cause a smart operation does not make the mistake
sitting on page nine of this morning's paper. I've read
it twice, and I'd like to walk through it with you, be-
cause there's a number on it I can't get past, and I'd
like the company.

I wrote the date down back in August, because it
seemed like the sort of thing worth keeping. Just a
second — I had it here somewhere... August 28th.
Pennsylvania's governor had said two people had
died of measles. The health secretary's own depart-
ment looked at that sentence and went hunting for
the soft spot in it instead of the floor under it — ques-
tioned, publicly, on the record, whether the circum-
stances held up. Two deaths. I'm not going to tell you
what to make of that yet. I'd like you to hold the
number for me a minute....

...(cont) On September 14th, a coroner in Jefferson
County put out a release — to Facebook first, if the paper
has it right — saying a woman had died of measles two
days before. That's three. I don't have a tidy reason why
the asking only ran one direction, and I'm sorry, I want
to go back to the two again. I don't think I did it justice
the first time.

There's another side to it, though. Nobody has gone
on the record since August to say the doubting of those
first two deaths was wrong. Nobody's gone on the record
to say it was right, either. It just sits there, the way a coat
sits on a hook after whoever hung it has left the room.

I B

“They didn't dispute the lab work, they disputed
the headline — question two deaths loud enough
and the fifth one sounds like an opinion instead of

a coroner's report. Most of these thirty-nine
counties don't even have a health department left

to pick up that next call.”

— Sal

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

I'm sorry — I keep circling that number. Let me try it a
different way:.

I'm sorry, I know I already asked you to hold that
number once, but I want to show you what it weighs.
I've got a spigot out back that fills slow, and some morn-
ings I carry two five-gallon buckets up to the porch at
once, one to a hand, because the dog's water bowl needs
topping and I'm past the age of making two trips. A full
bucket doesn't get lighter because you didn't care for
how heavy it felt when you picked it up. That's what two
felt like back in August — something a man thought he
could set down and argue with. By September 30th it
wasn't two anymore. It was five. The fifth one was a resi-
dent of Lancaster County, unvaccinated, the state said,
in what officials are calling the worst outbreak
Pennsylvania has had in better than thirty-five years.
Five is heavier than two. I don't think that needs
explaining.

I'm sorry — I know I keep coming back to it, and this
is the last time. Two deaths. That is the exact number
the secretary's own department stood over in August
and asked the state of Pennsylvania to explain itself
about. Two deaths. Not a model, not a projection, not a
figure somebody rounded for a press conference. Two
people. The state has confirmed three more since then.

Most of those thirty-nine counties, the paper says,
don't keep a health department of their own.

Oh — before you turn the page. One more thing,
since we're already here. If most of those counties don't
have a health department to confirm a death when it
happens, who is supposed to field the next question
about whether it happened at all?

“Secretary Kennedy was simply asking
Pennsylvania to show its work on two data points,
which is just good oversight. Although I suppose
asking twice, in August, before a third and a
fourth and a fifth confirmed death — that's not
oversight, that's — did I say that? Strike it

— CA/}J

— Pentagon puts its biggest contractor on the war-planning board, then moves troops from

Europe to South America By Sterling - the milkman edition, 4 October 2026

— Pentagon moves troops out of the hemisphere where it claims no oil and into the one where it

has claimed 35 percent, then seats a contractor with billions of dollars in military contracts

on the body planning the future of war By Sterling - the midnight edition, 4 October 2026

THE RECEIPTS

measles data, July 2026

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 06:00 EDT

But: Measles cases in the last two years outnumber the rest of this century combined - the worst count since 1991 7 11 coc

Pennsylvania health officials brace themselves as measles outbreak expected to spread

Most counties don’t have their own health agencies, and some specific population groups have low vaccination rates Pennsylvania
is bracing for a wave of measles cases, with some public health officials concerned that it’s “only a matter of time” until the disease
spreads beyond the outbreak’s epicenter. Last week the state reported its...

- Pennsylvania records 5th measles-related death this year from the morgue, 30 Sep 2026

- Pennsylvania's growing measles outbreak from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- RFK Jr. questions measles deaths in Pennsylvania from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026
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Hospitals that skip price disclosure half the time profit off a poverty

subsidy in wealthy suburbs.

By RUTH
THE MONEY DESK

B

“Robin Hood in reverse: How hig hospitals use poverty subsidies to profit in wealthy suburbs”, 4 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA WASHINGTON EXAMINER — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)
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WHAT HAPPENED. A federal drug discount program meant for poor and uninsured patients is funding hospital margins in wealthy suburbs.

WHO GETS PAID. Hospital systems in wealthy suburbs collect the extra margin instead of the low-income and uninsured patients the program was built

for.

WHAT sLIPs. Congress's check on whether the subsidy reaches a needy patient slips, since no rule requires a hospital to prove it.

WHAT's NEXT. No hearing or vote date appears in the record on requiring hospitals to prove the subsidy reaches patients; the next compliance readout

would be Patient Rights Advocate's ninth report, with no date yet set.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

The filing's own headline does the reconciling for
us: "Robin Hood in reverse."

A month earlier, the same publication had al-
ready run the ledger on what nonprofit hospitals do
with the slack. The September 1 filing put a number
on it: $14 billion, its own figure, attached to hospi-
tals it said "hoard wealth while gouging patients."
The same filing noted that Congress and the admin-
istration were taking what it called serious steps to-
ward transparency and accountability for those hos-
pitals. Steps were, by its account, underway....

...(cont) Nine days later the first readout on those
steps arrived. The Patient Rights Advocate group's
eighth report, out September 10, put hospital compli-
ance with the federal price-transparency rule at a
record high. The record high was 49.4 percent. Roughly
half the industry posts its prices where a patient could
find them before a bill arrives; roughly half does not.

| ¥

“This is the oldest trick in the book: call it a
poverty program, then let the hospital system
with the nicest parking lot cash the check. The
same outfits skating by on half-assed price
disclosure are the ones banking the markup
meant for the uninsured guy down the street.
That's not an oversight problem, that's the
business model, and it comes out of money that

was supposed to be his.”

— Sal

Calling that a record tells you what the previous seven
reports found.

Lay the three filings end to end and the gap gets an
address. The sector drawing margin off a poverty sub-
sidy in zip codes that never needed one is the same sec-
tor running a coin-flip rate of compliance with the rule
meant to let a patient see a price coming. None of the
three filings draws a line connecting the two facts, and
none rules it out. How many 340B dollars actually
reached a patient who could not pay is a number none
of September's or October's filings supply, which is its
own kind of finding.

The program was named for the patient at the bot-
tom. Run the receipts end to end and the money clears
somewhere else: a hospital system with a coin-flip com-
pliance rate and a $14 billion figure attached to its sec-
tor, sitting in a zip code that was never the ask. Congress
wrote the eligibility rule. It did not write the audit. That
isthe gap, hon, and it does not close by itself.

e =
“Look, the system has safeguards — reporting
requirements, nonprofit status, the whole
architecture — and transparency is at a record
high right now, so credit where it's due. Forty-
nine point four percent, record high, that's... huh,
that's barely half, Okay, forget I used the word
"record," that's not where I meant to lead with”

— CAip

THE RECEIPTS

Robin Hood in reverse: How big hospitals use poverty subsidies to profit in wealthy suburbs

Washington Examiner | RIGHT

07:00 EDT

The 340B drug discount program was intended to help low-income and uninsured patients afford medicine, not create lucrative

revenue streams for hospital systems in wealthy communities. However, without oversight, that is what it has become. Congress

should return the program to its intended purpose by requiring hospitals to show that the...

- The $14 billion scam: How ‘charity’ hospitals hoard wealth while gouging patients from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- Roughly half of hospitals complying with price transparency rules: Report from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026
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US pledges 'full cooperation’ investigating Marine murder arrest, its
third on this island in twenty years.

By SAL
STAFF WRITER

“Tapan Protests After U.S. Marine Is Accused of Killing Woman in Okinawa”, 4 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA THE NEW YORK TIMES — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. A U.S. Marine was arrested in Okinawa on suspicion of robbing and murdering a Japanese woman at a hotel.
wHo GETS PAID. The receipts name no buyer yet.

WHAT SLIPs. Japan'sleverage over the American military presence it hosts slips a little further each time a killing there draws a protest and the base
goes on exactly as before.

WHAT's NEXT. If the pattern holds, this protest changes nothing about the base presence; that is what Okinawa got after the 2016 Marine arrest, when
fifty thousand people marched in Naha and the base stayed open the next day regardless.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

A Marine, 20, sat in an Okinawa jail this week on
suspicion of robbing and murdering a Japanese
woman, Anna Yagi, 39, at a hotel. The U.S.
ambassador's office said it was "providing full coop-
eration with the investigation," which is the exact
temperature Washington keeps on hand for a killing
like this: warm enough to sound engaged, cool
enough to commit to nothing. That same week,
Japan's prime minister, Sanae Takaichi, registered a
protest with the United States, and the word doing
the heavy lifting in the wire reports was "threatened"
— the case "threatened to revive tensions over the
American military presence," as if the tension on
Okinawa were a dormant thing that needed waking
rather than a thing that never left.

It never left because this is not the first time. In
June of 2016, after a U.S. Marine veteran working as
a civilian contractor was arrested for raping and
killing a 20-year-old woman on the island, more
than fifty thousand people filled the streets of Naha
to protest the American military presence there.
Fifty thousand people in the street is not a dormant
tension reviving; it is a standing account coming due
on schedule. A decade before that, in 2006, the
U.S....

...(cont) What connects 2006 to 2016 to this week is
not a pattern a reporter had to dig for; it is a pattern the
island has already lived through twice, in the dead. The
choreography runs the same steps each time: an arrest,
an ambassador's statement of cooperation, a prime
minister's protest, and a quiet return to the arrangement
as it stood the week before. None of the wire reports say
what changed on the ground between one protest and
the next, because none of them record a change. They
record a repeat.

The ambassador's office will keep providing full co-
operation. Takaichi's protest will be logged, and going
by what the last two produced, logged is as far as it goes.
A 39-year-old woman is dead. Everything else in this
story — the statement, the protest, the American mili-
tary presence — is running exactly on the schedule the
island has kept since 2006.

€« FROM THE CORNER €

Durch

A MARINE IS UNDER ARREST IN OKINAWA ON SUSPICION OF MURDER, THE THIRD SUCH CASE IN TWENTY YEARS TO DRAW A ]APANESE PRIME MINISTER'S PROTEST, AFTER 2016's FIFTY
thousand marchers and 2006's seven Marines and a sailor charged. That is not an alliance under review, it is a presence that gets apologized for but not
adjusted. Because the ambassador's "full cooperation" changes the words and not the American military presence underneath them, and because what
does not change needs no vote, this week's protest ends up filed the same place the last two did — next to the renewal notice on your own counter, the

one paperwork in this country that still goes through automatically regardless of who objects.

“Third time this island's buried someone under a
Marine's uniform and gotten a protest instead of a
renegotiation — count 2006, count 2016, count this
week. "Full cooperation" is code for the
investigation moves and that's it. Twenty years,
same base, same statement, one more body on the

°« =
“Look, the ambassador's office said full
cooperation, that's accountability working exactly
as designed, a man gets arrested, due process
runs — don't put a base review in my mouth,
nobody said that. This alliance has held for
decades for a reason, you don't torch sixty years of

security cooperation over one — did I just say
"one"? That's not what I meant, strike that”

— Chip

ledger”
— Sal

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— Marine murder arrest threatens to revive' Okinawa tensions last seen: 50,000 protesters, 2016.
By Sal - the milkman edition, 4 October 2026

THE RECEIPTS

Japan Protests After U.S. Marine s Accused of Killing Woman in Okinawa

The New York Times MAINSTREAM 04:38 EDT

The matter threatened to revive tensions over the American military presence on the Japanese archipelago.

US Marine arrested on suspicion of murder after 'brutal and heinous' death in Japan

ABC News MAINSTREAM 05:10 EDT

The U.S. ambassador said his office was "providing full cooperation with the investigation."

U.S. Marine arrested on suspicion of killing Japanese woman in Okinawa

NBC News MAINSTREAM 04:59 EDT

A United States service member is in custody on suspicion of killing a Japanese national on the island of Okinawa.

Japan PM protests to US after marine accused of murder

RTE MAINSTREAM 04:28 EDT

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaich