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FREE, FOREVER — EVERY CLAIM LINKED

Trump's $5,000 a head arrived as $90 out
of the Medicare fund he called a pointless

slush fund, with the other $4,910 due only if
Republicans keep both chambers November 3

PHOTO: SURGING INFLATION COMPLICATES TRUMP’S FINAL PUSH TO SELL VOTERS ON STRONG ECONOMY (PHOTO VIA THE NEW YORK

BY LOU
One More Question

Excuse me — before anybody clears the table,
could somebody walk me through how this is actually
done? Not the policy. The steps. Twenty-one million
payments leave a federal fund; a person sat down and
did that. Who opens the fund, who types the amount
into the box, who signs under it? I'd like it start to fin-
ish, because I have the pieces written down and they
don't sit together yet. Hold on. The notebook's in the
raincoat. Ah — here itis.

September, Dallas. The keynote closing the first
night of the midterm convention, a Wednesday: five

TIMES)

thousand dollars to every adult citizen, he said, if the
party holds both chambers. That's step one, a number
said out loud. What's step two? Thursday the tenth the
Washington Examiner posted a what-to-know ex-
plainer on the budgetary and economic ramifica-
tions, so someone in that building was already multi-
plying. Does the multiplying come before the an-
nouncement or after it? At the garage where I take my
car, the estimate comes first and then I decide.

Monday the fourteenth, National Review called
the dividend reckless and said the checks would
make inflation worse. ...

... Continued on Page F121

The Week
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runs straight; no chair

THE WEEK'S WORDS

Worst -Mulligan

STORY OUTLETSVERSIONSITEMS
The press secretary's three bar 26 5 151
answers

Sunday chair: Chip

The $4,910 still owed 23 4 179
Sunday chair: Lou

The throttle on Ukraine's air 22 5 116
defense

Sunday chair: Mort

The waiver bhefore the 320 drones 20 14 174
Sunday chair: The Wrecking Crew

December's livestreamed execution 20 10 113
Sunday chair: Sterling

The war already joined in writing 20 9 114
in the ledger, off the front

The denial of a briefed raid 19 1 88
in the ledger, off the front

One plumbing job for 174 seats 18 1 79

Outlets are distinct sources across the house's receipts; versions
are how many times the house wrote it. The desks divide the list;
a story the house runs straight is counted and not joked.

Not A Second-Class Right -Arsonists -Over And Above -The Most
Beautiful Word -No Tax On Social Security -'I'he Worst Of The

THE WORD

§64 — 17 OCTOBER 2026

On the mulligan

DEMOCRAT REPUBLICAN
2\ 2\
135 DAYS MULLIGAN

‘I wrote down the promise in 2016: 'I'm not going to have time to go
play golf. Believe me." Then the tweet from 2014 about his predecessor,

‘with all of the problems and difficulties facing the U.S." Then [ asked my

# sr-in-law wi olfs y > with - arlror ) 7 pene
brother-in-law, who g()éf&n[g 147&/&%1% %elfz{glvle‘lvffélszu somebody keeps
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m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Two college football conference offices
admitted their officials blew game-deciding calls in ranked
games already final.

WHO GETS PAID. BYU keeps the ranked win and the ranking
bump toward the playoff race that comes with it.

WHAT sSLIPS. The teams thatlost get an apology for the
blown call but no new result, since the only review comes
from the league that made the call.

WHAT'S NEXT. If leagues keep admitting officiating errors
only after the result is locked in, the correction stays
cosmetic; that is what Washington got after February 19,
2025, when a contract corrected from $8 billion to $8 million
still left the $55 billion savings headline standing.

On College officiating offices admit blown ranked-game calls
only after the score can't change, twice in seven days. — the
column, by Gus. The whole front, short, and the precedents, on
E6

White House ends forty-day briefing blackout with
fourteen minutes, three friendly reporters, and a
press secretary who answered 'when I moved to

China"when asked where she passed the bar; normal

Kl

) . &

BY CHIP
Staff Writer

The room had been dark forty
days — the Hill printed that
count on the first of
September — and on Tuesday
the thirteenth there was a
press secretary at the lectern,
on camera, taking questions.

The commitment made on
the ninth of October was a re-
turn to normal briefings, and
I would ask that the record
show the briefing returned.

The sanctions law named for the senator
who championed it before dying in July
ran from its 19 September signing to the
Friday evening before it took effect, when
a second signature waived nearly all of it,

hours before 320 drones hit Ukraine's grid.
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PHOTO: EASING SANCTIONS ON RUSSIA ONLY HELPS FUND PUTIN’S
KILLING MACHINE (PHOTO VIA NEW YORK POST)

BY THE WRECKING CREW

The Remedy Desk

The chief puts two things
on the table: a law, and the ber.

evening before it was due to
work.

The mess begins as a num-
The drawer filed 5

... Continued on Page B42

The administration that will livestream a firing squad at one oclock on

December 3 has lost the same case three times since September insisting

that White House press access is a privilege,

not a constitutional ri

joht.

. =
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BY STERLING
The Ownership Desk

You will have been assured that no-
body is obliged to watch, and that is
quite true, and it is the entire defence.
Homeland Security Secretary
Markwayne Mullin offered it on Face the

you tune in.

College officiating offices admit blown ranked-game calls

only after the score can't change, twice in seven days.

BY GUS
The Sports Desk

® HOT MIC MOMENT

somebody get me the polit-
ical desk, because this is big-
ger than two conferences

in both rooms.

PHOTO: MAJORITY OF AMERICANS OPPOSE PUBLIC EXECUTIONS: POLL (PHOTO VIA THE HILL)

Nation that Sunday: the people against
the broadcast do not have to watch it. Do
note what that sentence declines to cover.
Not whether it goes out. Only whether

The schedule is the only document do-
ing any work here. On October 8, Pete

grading their own officials af-
ter the scoreboard's already
locked. Somebody put a cop

Hegseth told Real America's Voice that
the execution of Nidal Hasan, the former
army psychiatrist convicted of killing 13
people at Fort Hood in 2009, would be "a
public event." A defense department offi-
cial confirmed the same day that it
would be livestreamed. Firing squad,

PHOTO: SCARAMUCCI REPLACED BY SHORTER UNIT OF TIME - A ZACHARIA (PHOTO VIA RTE)

... Continued on Page B42
Today

News, continued A2
The Wire A3
The Word We4
Finance F1
The Ledger F2
The Business Desk F3
The Money Pages, continued F4
The Record Bl
... Continued on Page S19 Legal B2
The Service B3

briefings resumed Tvesday and concluded Friday.
| A% WHITE HOI

Everything after that is
process, and process is not
policy.

Fourteen minutes is a
briefing. The Post put it at

The contribution limit died
this week of natural causes,
survived by a record $276
million, a $400 million party
edge, and the 100 mph ceiling
on Ukraine's air defense that
the contractor spent three days
attributing to the government
that funds the terminals.

PHOTO: UKRAINE’S EXPOSURE
GROWS AS SATELLITE USE IS
RESTRICTED AND RUSSIA
ESCALATES (PHOTO VIA THE
NEW YORK TIMES)

BY MORT
The Records Bureau

fourteen; the Washington
Examiner had it a little under R T T
... Continued on Page A215
¥ FROM THE MAILBAG ®
Dear Vivian,

I loved the explanation of the national debt, but who is
collecting the interest? Maybe a different way to put it:
does the national debt really matter?

***

— Following the Money in Mechanicshurg. Vivian answers on E5

Homeland Security agents
explained the criminal
investigation the border czar
confirmed in September and
would not describe by
searching Rep. llhan Omar's
home on 12 October, over
immigration forms her late
father filled out when she was
a child.

PHOTO: REP. ILHAN OMAR’S
RESIDENCE SEARCHED AS PART
OF ONGOING CRIMINAL
INVESTIGATION: DOJ (PHOTO
VIA ABC NEWS)

BY MITCH

... Continued on Page T28
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Shut down Delaney Hall,

free them all!”
— PROTESTORS OUTSIDE THE
DELANEY HALL ICE FACILITY,
NEWARK

Ténnessee cut its beer to half price to open
Neyland's gates early for a president who
spent the afternoon stumping for the bill, up
for Senate passage that Monday; that sets
what the players below him may be paid.

BY GUS
The Sports Desk

® HOT MIC MOMENT

Levels are down, so let me
say it plainly. The United
States Senate spent that
Monday setting the pay terms
of twenty-year-olds who were
not in the room, and the sena-

tor who wrote it collected a
pregame segment for his
trouble. The Nation's justice
correspondent has it cold —
the bill threatens athletes' la-
bor rights — in the same col-
umn that marks the Supreme
Court rejecting the Ilatest
move to restrict mail-in vot-

... Continued on Page S19

ASK VIVIAN

“I loved the explanation of
the national debt, but who is
collecting the interest?” She

answers on ES5.

— this paper

THE WIRE

Every right or mainstream
headline answered bhefore it
renders.

— this paper

SAL READS THE FRONT

same calendar. Sixteen days.”

“Put them in the order they ran and the order does the arguing. Five thousand dol-
lars a head arrived as ninety dollars, out of the Medicare fund he called a pointless
slush fund, with the other four thousand nine hundred and ten payable only if
Republicans keep both chambers on November 3. Ninety fucking dollars. Then the
briefing room, dark forty days, reopened for fourteen minutes — eight of them an
opening statement, three friendly reporters, and a press secretary who answered a
question about where she passed the bar with "when I moved to China"' — resumed
Tuesday, concluded Friday. Count the rest: $276 million from the largest known
midterm donor in American political history, a $400 million party edge, and a con-
tractor spending three days attributing the 100 mph ceiling on Ukraine's air defense
to the government that funds the terminals. The sanctions law named for the sena-
tor who championed it before dying in July ran from its 19 September signing to
the Friday evening a second signature waived nearly all of it, hours before 320
drones hit Ukraine's grid. The administration that will livestream a firing squad at
one o'clock on December 3 has lost the same case three times since September in-
sisting White House press access is a privilege and not a constitutional right.
Homeland Security searched Representative Ilhan Omar's home on 12 October over
immigration forms her late father filled out when she was a child. Tennessee
halved the beer and opened Neyland's gates early for the man stumping for the bill
that sets what the players below him may be paid. Every one of them hangs on the

PERSONALS Devoted professional, DC. Seeks nothing — the position is filled. "You are all that matters
to me." Brings her own printer. Signed, with all my heart. — Classifieds

Classifieds

FOR SALE One $30 million Basquiat, landlord-mandated liquidation, two years behind on Yorkville
rent. Owner will accept cash, installment plan, or one more masterpiece to put toward the arrears. —

WANTED A $1,000,000 settlement for a convicted killer who slipped in the Rikers shower. Prior
workplace injury claims on this tier: zero. Prior homicide convictions: one. — Classifieds

— Sal

CHIP READS THE FRONT

days. I think the transparency speaks for itself.”

“Good news, seven times, and I'll take them in order. The president has delivered
five thousand dollars to every adult citizen — delivered ninety dollars, strike that,
the ninety is delivered and the remaining four thousand nine hundred ten is deliv-
ered on November 3 if the party holds both chambers, which is the same thing with
a date on it. The money comes out of the Medicare fund he called a pointless slush
fund, so the fund has been put to use. The briefing room is open: fourteen min-
utes, three reporters, every one of them recognized, and a press secretary who told
you plainly where they passed the bar, which was when they moved to China. Mr.
Musk's two hundred seventy-six million is a record, and records are good news; the
party carries a four hundred million edge; and the contractor spent three days ex-
plaining that the hundred-mile-an-hour ceiling on Ukraine's air defense was the
government's doing — the government that funds the terminals, which is to say
ours. I'd strike that. The Graham sanctions law was signed the nineteenth of
September and waived Friday evening, hours before three hundred twenty drones
hit the grid; the law remains on the books. On press access we have been consistent
in three courts. The December 3 execution will be livestreamed at one o'clock, and
nobody is obliged to watch. Agents searched Rep. Omar's home on the twelfth over
forms her late father filled out when she was a child. And at Neyland: half-price
beer, gates early, sixty-eight votes on a bill setting what the players are paid. Sixteen

— Chip

The hens, a man counts in

spring. The fox counted in winter.

ENOCH - THE OWNERSHIP DESK

THE FUTURES FILE

every date somebody set, and what was standing there when it arrived - swept 2026-09-16
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White House ends forty-day briefing blackout with fourteen minutes,
three friendly reporters, and a press secretary who answered "when |
moved to China” when asked where she passed the bar; normal
briefings resumed Tuesday and concluded Friday.

By CHIP
STAFF WRITER

“Embattled new White House Press Secretary Zacharia 'let go' from her role”, 16 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA FRANCE 24 — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

The commitment made on the ninth of October
was a return to normal briefings, and I would ask
that the record show the briefing returned. The
room had been dark forty days — the Hill printed
that count on the first of September — and on
Tuesday the thirteenth there was a press secretary at
the lectern, on camera, taking questions. Everything
after that is process, and process is not policy.

Fourteen minutes is a briefing. The Post put it at
fourteen; the Washington Examiner had it a little un-
der fifteen. Inside it was an eight-minute opening
statement laying out this administration's position,
and then three reporters, each of whom was recog-
nized, asked a question and got an answer. Nobody
was turned away. Length is not substance. Anthony
Scaramucci posted on X that same Tuesday, "The
clock is running," and added, "Thus far 1/11th of a
Scaramucci,' which is a comment on duration, not
on content....

...(cont) Then a question was shouted in the hallway
afterward — which state did she pass the bar exam in —
and the answer, as the Guardian printed it on
Wednesday, was "when I moved to China." Now, the ju-
risdiction being referred to there is — China is not a ju-
risdiction. China is a country, and the California bar
does not sit in it. That is not what I meant to say. What
was being referred to was a stretch of a career, and that
is the account she gave the Hill on Thursday: she mis-
heard, and assumed the question was, "Where were you
after law school?" Shouted questions get misheard. I
have misheard them in this building.

On Wednesday the Campaign for Accountability filed
a complaint with the State Bar of California asking it to

investigate whether she had broken state law by falsely
identifying herself as a lawyer. Pepperdine confirms the
law degree, 2011. The BBC reported Thursday that she
does not appear to be registered to the legal bar in any
state where she has lived, and the White House de-
fended her that day, because the degree is real, and be-
cause she had said she practiced international transac-
tion law, "with all the appropriate credentials." She told
the New York Times on Thursday that the confusion was
one big misunderstanding. It was. Thursday she told
Sean Hannity she had not passed the bar exam. The
New York Post reported she failed the California exam
after Pepperdine in 2011. The president had described
her as an attorney. A misunderstanding, once cleared
up, is still the thing we called it.

Friday, a White House press official said she was "let
go," after the president signaled she was on her way out.
The Guardian had the five days, from an official not au-
thorized to speak publicly. And five days is not a tenure,
it is a transition, it is — no. Five days is the tenure.
Picked on the ninth, briefed on the thirteenth, gone on
the sixteenth, and that is the whole of it. I would still
call it a transition.

RTE wrote Friday that a Scaramucci has been re-
placed by a shorter unit of time. For context, the unit
was set in July 2017, when a press secretary announced
he would resign over the communications director's ap-
pointment and stepped down in August.

The position stands: the lectern is operational. It is
the personnel that is between occupants, less than a
month before the midterms, while the president travels
the country for Republican candidates. The briefing
room is open. We will take questions as soon as there is
someone authorized to answer them.

THE RECEIPTS

France 24 MAINSTREAM 11:57 EDT

i g e
Trump picked a prece cecretary who hadn't pacced the bar. He fired her a week later.

A White House Press official said Friday that Secretary Katie Zacharia was "let go" from her role after US President Donald Trump
signaled she was on her way out, a week after he picked her for the post. Zacharia's credentials as an attorney had come under

scrutiny and she admitted to not having passed the bar in an interview with Fox...

Scaramucci quips about new press secretary Zacharia's tenure: "The clock is running

The Hill MAINSTREAM 11:30 EDT

Anthony Scaramucci is weighing in on Katie Zacharia's first briefing as White House press secretary, quipping that the clock is ticking
on her tenure. "The clock is running," Scaramucci wrote on X on Tuesday, shortly after Zacharia wrapped her inaugural briefing at the

White House as press secretary. "Thus far 1/11th of a Scaramucci,"...

White House press secretary out after less than a week

Le Monde MAINSTREAM 14:58 EDT

Katie Zacharia's gaffe-filled stint came as US President Donald Trump flies around the country trying to boost Republican candidates

ahead of midterm elections.

Katie Zacharia admits she never passed legal exams - video

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 13:06 EDT

In an interview with Fox News' Sean Hannity, the new White House press secretary, Katie Zacharia, admitted that she did not pass the
bar exam, after facing scrutiny about her legal career before becoming the top spokesperson for Trump. Zacharia had previously said

she practiced law before entering politics, and Trump had described her as...

L , o .
Trumpc next prece cecretary comes straight from hic own media company
Washington Examiner

President Donald Trump tapped Katie Zacharia, a conservative commentator and communications adviser for Trump Media and

16:31 EDT

Technology Group, to serve as his next White House press secretary. Zacharia will succeed Karoline Leavitt, who left the White
House in August. Her appointment comes less than a month before the 2026 midterm elections...

Katie Zacharia fired after five days as White House press secretary

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 15:29 EDT

Zacharia hosted widely panned first briefing on Tuesday and faced scrutiny after admitting she didn’t pass bar exam Donald Trump’s
new press secretary, Katie Zacharia, was fired on Friday, just five days after she assumed the role, according to a White House official.

Zacharia confirmed her departure from the White House on Friday...

Scaramucci replaced by shorter unit of time - a Zacharia

RTE MAINSTREAM 16:03 EDT

A Scaramucci has often been used as a tongue-in-cheek measure of time in politics, particularly in the Trump era.

- White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer announces his intention to resign as White House Press Secretary due to

Donald Trump's appointment of Anthony Scaramucci as the White House Communications Direc from the morgue, 21

Jul 2017

- Russia’s Lavrov blasts US, Western allies as “warmongers’ in fiery UN tirade from the morgue, 26 Sep 2026

- Russia and China unite against US over Iran and Cuba in UN speeches from the morgue, 26 Sep 2026

- U.S. military lays groundwork for potential action around Cuba from the morgue, 26 Sep 2026

- The United Nations Security Council has resoundingly rejected a United States bid to extend a global arms embargo

on Iran. In a Security Council vote, United States only got support from the Dominican from the morgue, 14 Aug 2020

- U.S. Threatens New Economic War on Iran by Targeting China & Tehran's Other Top Trading Partners from the

morgue, 25 Aug 2026

- In Defiant UN Speech, Iranian President Says US and Israel Are the Real Terrorists from the morgue, 23 Sep 2026

- Trump slams reporting on removal of his endorsements from GOP candidate's website from the morgue, 27 Sep 2026

- Donalds removes several Trump mentions from campaign website from the morgue, 22 Sep 2026

- GOP hopeful removes ‘Pro-Trump’ mention from campaign slogan in deep-red seat from the morgue, 23 Sep 2026

- Where Trump’s 2026 endorsement record stands after primary season from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- U.N. experts say U.S. may have committed war crimes with 2 Iran strikes from the morgue, 22 Sep 2026

- Trump Says 'Big Decision' Coming on Whether to 'Annihilate' Iran from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Pentagon No. 3 frustrates senators in closed-door briefing on Iran war, Trump defense strategy from the morgue, 17

Sep 2026

- Senate Democrats, minus Fetterman, urge Hegseth to provide receipt for Iran war costs from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Hegseth on "devastation" to Iran's capabilities from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump admits Iran war will not end before midterms from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- Iran War Trump Said Would Be Quick Has Now Lasted 6 Months With 'No End In Sight' from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

- CBO Finds Trump's Iran War Has Already Cost Nearly $40 Billion—And That's a 'Conservative' Estimate from the

morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Tillis supports Hegseth impeachment resolution: 'He needs to go' from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Massie Files Impeachment Articles Against Hegseth for Illegal Iran War, Boat Murders from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Massie launches effort to impeach Hegseth from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Tillis urges Trump to fire Hegseth over 'inept management' of military from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- Tillis renews calls for Hegseth’s firing after Driscoll’s departure: ‘I have never witnessed more inept management’

from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- Farmer who voted for Trump says farmers are "all just in survival mode" from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Farmer who voted for Trump says "I can't stay in business" amid rising costs from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Massie says he’s convinced enough Republicans to pass Epstein Files II discharge petition from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Massie names Epstein 'coconspirators, discusses new Epstein files legislation from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- Read Thomas Massie’s eight impeachment charges against Pete Hegseth from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Fake Republican midterm convention site still redirects to Epstein files from the morgue, 7 Sep 2026

- Trump says he has a ‘big decision’ coming up on Iran: ‘Do I want to go in and annihilate them’ from the morgue, 17 Sep

2026

- Fox News Poll: 71% think Trump administration lacks plan to end Iran war from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Iran recently downed at least 2 American drones, officials say from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Big Oil Stocks Surged Due to Iran War—and New Filings Show How President Trump Cashed In from the morgue, 27

Aug 2026

- Live updates: Energy secretary downplays rising gas prices as US, Iran trade strikes from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- U.S. Strike on Iranian School May Have Been War Crime, U.N. Report Says from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- UN Inquiry Finds US Strike on Minab, Iran That Killed 123 Children Was War Crime from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- UN investigators conclude ‘reasonable grounds’ to believe certain US strikes in Iran were war crimes from the

morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- UN Suspects US War Crimes in Iran from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- US Condemned for 'War Crimes' After Bombing of Wedding Party in Iran from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- US investigating if missile hit Iranian wedding ceremony, killing 4 from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- Trump says he has a ‘big decision coming up’ on Iran from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- White House issues explosive response to UN-backed report claiming US committed war crimes against world’s

No.1 sponsor of terror, Iran from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Human rights experts: 'Reasonable grounds'to believe US committed war crimes with Iran strikes from the morgue, 17

Sep 2026

- US Energy Consumers Have Spent $121 Billion Extra Since Trump Launched Iran War: Moody's from the morgue, 17

Sep 2026

- Iran downed at least 2 American drones in recent days, U.S. officials say from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Iran: Account of US Air Force colonel's rescue 'fictional' from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Consumer Burden of Trump Iran War Exceeds $100 Billion as Oil Prices Pass $100 a Barrel from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- 'A Serious and Alarming Threat": US Bombing, Blockade Deepen Iran Medical Crisis from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- Consumer Confidence Hits Lowest Level in Months as US Faces 'Trump's Reckless Tariffs and War With Iran' from the

morgue, 25 Aug 2026

- U.S. Air Force officer rescued from Iran speaks for the first time to 60 Minutes from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- Rep. Thomas Massie forcing vote on Pete Hegseth's impeachment firom the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Did Johnson Just Adjourn Congress for 7 Weeks to Avoid Massie's Impeachment Articles Against Hegseth? from the

morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- The Hitchhiker’s Guide to Massie saying Johnson is sending the House home early to prevent Hegseth

impeachment from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- ‘You'’re Elected to Fight and Kill the Other Side’: How Congress Lost Its Way from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Army combat veteran challenging Mike Lawler calls Hegseth national security 'hazard, backs impeachment firom

the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- Former Air Force secretary says he 'couldn't serve' in Trump administration from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- Former Air Force secretary: Hegseth's Pentagon 'dysfunctional' from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- House Republicans split over leaving Washington early for campaign trail from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- Since 2025, Trump Made More Stock Trades Than All 535 Congress Members Combined from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Fossil Fuel Advertising Contracts Hit Record High as Big Oil Pockets Billions From Iran War from the morgue, 16 Sep

2026

- 'How are we gonna get through this?' Many Americans are struggling as prices rise from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Trump's Top Oil Stocks Have Made Him Up to $4.4 Million Richer During Iran War: Analysis from the morgue, 9 Sep

2026

- 'Trump Did It!": At $5.85 a Gallon, Diesel Price Hits All-Time High in US Thanks to War on Iran from the morgue, 4 Sep

2026

- Gas prices reach Labor Day high amid Iran war from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- Trump Hammered Over Iran War That Drove Gas Prices Above $4 Per Gallon Every Day in August for First Time

Ever from the morgue, 31 Aug 2026

- Warsh under pressure as Fed weighs rate hike from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Inflation held at 3.4% in August in consumer price index, creating tough choice for Warsh Fed from the morgue, 11 Sep

2026

- Warsh indicates Fed could raise rates to cool inflation from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

- Key U.S. Bond Rate Near 20-Year High as Oil Prices Keep Climbing from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- 10-year Treasury yield hits highest level since 2007, oil surges above $105 as Fed expected to hike interest rates from

the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Benchmark mortgage rate hits 14-month high as bond yields keep rising from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Benchmark mortgage rate hits highest mark in over a year from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026
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"T'he contribution limit died this week of natural causes, survived by a
record $276 million, a $400 million party edge, and the 100 mph
ceiling on Ukraine's air defense that the contractor spent three days
attributing to the government that funds the terminals.

By MORT
THE RECORDS BUREAU

“Washington limits its support to Kyiv amidst increased Russian attacks on energy infrastructure”, 15 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA LE MONDE — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

The contribution limit died this week in
Washington, after a long illness nobody treated.

It was born of a plain notion — that there ought to
be a ceiling on what one man puts into one party —
and it spent its working life being walked around
rather than argued with. On Monday the walking
finished. The Times reported Musk the largest
known midterm donor in American political his-
tory: $276 million. On September 22 the reported
plan had been at least one hundred million. Three
weeks on it was nearly triple, and not one rule on
the books stood in the road. The money moves
through America PAC, an outside group, which on
September 3 disclosed its first spending of the cycle
— mail advertising. Envelopes, to addresses. The
Republican side carried a $400 million edge....

...(cont) Then Tuesday, with Russian missiles in-
bound, Ukraine's Starlink missile tracker failed. Above
one hundred miles an hour the military terminals were
throttled. Not a cut. Cuts are events; a limit is a setting,
settings have dials, and the dial was not in Kyiv.
Ukraine's army does not own those terminals. SpaceX
manages them, the Pentagon funds them, and what
Ukraine has is the use of other people's property for as
long as the owners care to allow it.

The attributions came three times. Tuesday, Musk
said any restriction on Starshield would come from the
United States government. Wednesday, "Starshield sys-
tems are owned and controlled by the US government."
Thursday, the government may be behind the slow-
down. A senator asked that the ceiling be lifted; they
had no lever but the asking. Zelensky warned the throt-
tling would cost lives. Musk said Wednesday that
Zelensky should "go". By Thursday Ukraine reported ac-
cess improved and the speed ceiling still disrupting its
"missions" — so the ceiling outlived all three attribu-

tions, and the only firm proposal of the week concerned
who ought to be president of Ukraine.

None of this arrived from nowhere. On September
30 Hegseth named the same donor to co-lead Project
Meridian, the department’s study of the future of war-
fare, led by Pentagon official Emil Michael, with Palmer
Luckey and Newt Gingrich along. On October 3 the
Times noted the conflicts of interest resurfacing: bil-
lions in military contracts, a seat on the board that ad-
vises the buyer. On Wednesday CBS reported the admin-
istration may have withheld intelligence warnings to
Ukraine about the Russian strikes that cut power to six
hundred thousand people in Kyiv.

Watch what the numbers do in this story. On
September 29 CBS reported a Pentagon personnel data
breach had taken months to find; on September 30 Fox
News put 2.76 million Social Security numbers to it,
with the employment records attached, belonging to liv-
ing Americans. A headline this month read "over 3 mil-
lion" above a story still counting 2.76 million. The fig-
ures go up in the telling. The people inside them stay ex-
actly where they were, which is on a list.

So the cause of death, entered flat: nothing illegal oc-
curred. No rule was broken, no referee was overruled,
no court was defied. The limit did not lose a fight. There
was no fight, and that is the shit of it — a rule can be per-
fectly intact and perfectly beside the point, and calling
that a loophole is penny-ante. A loophole is a flaw. This
worked.

The contribution limit is survived by a record dona-
tion, a $400 million edge, and a dial in private hands set
above another country's air defense. It was preceded in
death by the arm's length that once stood between a con-
tractor and the building that buys from him.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you get it in
writing — one name, one office — of who may raise that
ceiling, and that your senator be made to say it out loud
before the next one is lowered.

THE RECEIPTS

CNN fact check, 25 April 2025 (all 53 instances)

Le Monde MAINSTREAM 04:58 EDT

But: Trump promised he'd settle the Ukraine war within 24 hours of taking office — CNN counted 53 separate times he said it

Washington limits its support to Kyiv amidst increased Russian attacks on energy infrastructure

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said he felt 'betrayed,' as the US is threatening to halt intelligence sharing and new
restrictions on the Starlink satellite network hamper the country's defense capacities.

Ukraine reports U.S. early warning system shut down as Russia launched new air strikes

CBS News MAINSTREAM 19:39 EDT

Ukrainian officials tell CBS News that a U.S. early warning system failed amid a new wave of Russian strikes on Tuesday. CBS News'

Charlie D'Agata has the details.

Zeclensky laments Ukraine is ‘losing America’ as Congress cries foul over intel and Starlink reports

15:24 EDT

Washington Examiner | RIGHT

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky is waving a red flag over the partnership between his country and the United States, saying

he feels his administration is “losing” a strong ally in the U.S. under President Donald Trump.

NBC News MAINSTREAM 08:51 EDT

communications and drone operations.

. S S y
Ukraine saye Muske SpaceX throttled the Starlink it depends on in war

Ukrainian officials and military units accused Elon Musk’s SpaceX of throttling a technology at the heart of their battlefield

Musk says US government may be behind slowdown of Ukraine drone speeds

BBC News MAINSTREAM 00:30 EDT

Ukraine says Starlink access has improved but it is still facing speed limits which are disrupting its battlefield "missions".

The Hill MAINSTREAM 15:22 EDT

ctrikee
New York Post

10:59 EDT

prices.

CBS News MAINSTREAM 19:55 EDT

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 12:18 EDT

charing

The Hill MAINSTREAM 09:51 EDT

SRR ] e N
A billionaire holde the off switch to krainee wartime communications

Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) is pressing Elon Musk to explain Ukraine’s loss of military access to Starlink and expressing hope that
Ukraine’s restricted access to the space-based communications network was because of an error and not a deliberate decision. Tillis

called on Musk in a social media post to “please tell me these overnight...

R e
Muck's SpaceX throttled Ukraines Starlink, Kyiv cays, as Trump prescured it to halt Ruscian refinery

Top Ukrainian officials erupted with outrage after their soldiers allegedly faced throttled Starlink access without warning in the

middle of operations, as President Trump has pressured Kyiv to stop attacking Russian refineries.

The U.S. threatened to ctop warning Ukraine about Ruscian strikes — Trump caye the ctrikee raice gas

Ukrainian officials suspect the U.S. has been withholding information about incoming Russian air strikes. The U.S.

e N e
Musks SpaceX cut Ukraines battlefield internet as Trump puched Kyiv to halt oil strikes

Launch of Russian ballistic missiles on Ukraine, with no US warning, coincides with outage of Starlink managed by Musk’s SpaceX
Ukraine’s military has suddenly had its access to Starlink satellite internet terminals restricted as the Trump administration has
increased pressure on Ukraine to halt long-range strikes on Russia’s oil...

— - e oo
Mucks Starlink ic limiting Ukraines air defence, Kyiv cays, as Zelensky warng Trump may cut intelligence

Ukraine is raising alarm that air defense operations are being impacted by unannounced limitations on SpaceX satellites. The
disruption comes following Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky warning that President Trump has threatened to cut off

intelligence sharing with the country. Limits on Starlink’s services in Ukraine occurred...

What Is Starshield, SpaceX's Military-Grade Satellite Internet Service Ukraine Relies On?

The New York Times MAINSTREAM 18:20 EDT

For years, Ukraine’s armed forces have relied on satellite communication services developed by Elon Musk’s SpaceX. Recent

restrictions have hampered its war effort.

gources

CBS News MAINSTREAM 19:56 EDT

600,000 people, sources say.

e . e
Trump adminictration may have withheld warnings before a strike that killed 6, cut power to 600,000:

The Trump administration may have withheld intelligence warnings to Ukraine about Russian strikes that killed 6 and cut power to

Amid Ukraine uproar, Musk says decisions to restrict Starshield up to president

The Hill MAINSTREAM 16:19 EDT

SpaceX CEO Elon Musk on Wednesday said decisions to restrict the speed or usage of Starlink's Starshield are made by the U.S.

military and, ultimately, the president, as confusion swirls over Ukraine's loss of military access to the systems. It is not clear at this

point what caused Ukraine's military to lose access to Starshield,...

France 24 MAINSTREAM 16:19 EDT

MrsiesaysZetersky—strouht-go-rsdonbtsgrowoverHSsupportfor-thranre
Ukraine’s battlefield catellites belong to one company. Muck cays blame Washington for any cutoff.
SpaceX CEO Elon Musk on Wednesday called on Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to "go" after Kyiv raised doubts over US

support for his country against the Russian invasion. A day earlier, Musk said any restrictions on Ukraine's use of the Starshield
system would be due to decisions made by the US government after Zelensky called on...

Throttling of Ukraine's Starlink Access Heightens Concerns Over Government Reliance on Elon Musk

Common Dreams 10:53 EDT

The Ukrainian government on Tuesday night said that its access to the SpaceX-owned Starlink satellite internet service was throttled,

prompting critics to question the wisdom of depending on any company owned by far-right billionaire Elon Musk. According to a

Wednesday report in The New York Times, Ukrainian officials suspect that orders...

Musk blames Trump and US military for Ukraine's Starshield restrictions

17:08 EDT

Washington Examiner | RIGHT

SpaceX CEO Elon Musk said his company is not responsible for any speed restrictions on Starshield defense communications systems,
saying that power is vested in the U.S. military and President Donald Trump. “Starshield systems are owned and controlled by the US

government.

U.S. Continues to Provide Intelligence to Ukraine, Officials Say

The New York Times MAINSTREAM 19:11 EDT

Confusion about the U.S. stance has mounted in Kyiv amid restrictions on how the military version of Starlink is used.

Ukraine's Exposure Grows as Satellite Use [s Restricted and Russia Escalates

The New York Times MAINSTREAM 05:06 EDT

A huge attack cut power to 600,000 people in Kyiv, and a Pentagon-funded satellite internet program appeared to be curbed without

warning.

Elon Musk points to Trump for Starshield throttling in Ukraine that Zelensky warns will cost lives
New York Post

Tech titan Elon Musk indicated the Trump administration, not SpaceX, caused the throttling of a military version of Starlink in

19:06 EDT

Ukraine that set off panic in the war-torn country.

Zelenskyy vows to retaliate if Russian strikes on Ukraine’s power grid continue

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 12:10 EDT

Ukrainian leader says he was surprised by Trump’s ‘energy ceasefire’ announcement, posted as Russian drones hit Kyiv Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has vowed to respond to Russia’s continuing attacks on the Ukrainian power grid as European leaders rally around Kyiv
amid a feud with Donald Trump over Ukraine’s strikes on oil refineries. Speaking to...

But: Trump promised he'd end the war within 24 hours of meeting Putin and Zelensky — CNN counted 53 separate occasions
he made that promise CNN fact check, 25 April 2025 (all 53 instances)

Ukraine faces loss of key satellite support amid tensions between Trump and Zelenskyy

ABC News MAINSTREAM 07:40 EDT

Trump declared a ceasefire, but both sides are still shooting.
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SpaceX capped speeds on Vkraine's military drones without warning, Kyiv cays
Washington Examiner

Ukrainian officials said speed limits were imposed on military-grade Starlink terminals without warning, disrupting military

09:31 EDT

missions and forcing the cancellation of some drone operations. Serhii Beskrestnov, an adviser to Ukrainian President Volodymyr

Zelensky on defense technology, said the restrictions apply to Starshield, SpaceX’s...
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