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Google renames a lake and a gulf for ‘ltump, declines to rename the ocean

[00.

BY THE LODGERS

The Euro Desk

This week the President of the United States telephoned the chief executive of
Google and asked whether the company could rename the Atlantic Ocean af-
ter him, or failing that after America. For the first time in this particular
recipe, the answer that came back was no.

You will need a map, which in America increasingly means a telephone; a
lake and a gulf already relabelled; an executive order with the president's
own signature on it; and two technology companies that have, until now,
done as they were told.

CLIvE Relabelled. That is exactly what I am doing to the verse the critics
called unfinished, and I expect the same courtesy afforded to a lake.

Begin with the lake. In August, Google changed Lake Ontario to 'Lake
America' on its American maps, after the president signed the order; the
company called the change procedural, pointing to the government's own
register of geographic names.

GARY Procedural. I called the boiler broken in March and nobody at this ta-

ble called that procedure, they called it Tuesday and left it to me.
... Continued on Page A220
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‘[ came about something else — a letter from the Senate Banking Committee, the minority side,
dated the end of September last year. It says Chinese buyers reportedly purchased up to 40
cargoes of soybeans from Argentina in just one week,"and China 'has purchased no U.S.
sovbeans since May." Then, nine days later, a twenty-billion-dollar swap line from our
Treasury to Argentina’s. Then at lunch at the White House: "If he loses, we are not going to be
generous.” Excuse me, I'm going. The week the line was opened, whose soybeans were on the

boats to China?" — .ou
... Continued on Page W69

Diesel deal that got so close' to a ceasefire ends with missiles on Kviv hours

after talks resume.

BY THE WRECKING CREW

The Remedy Desk

The chief lays out the job again: a statute signed, then waived before it took
effect, and tonight's missiles flew through the same gap the first ones did. On
September 19, Trump signed the Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning Russia and
Iran Act, named for the senator who pushed it before he died in July. The
waiver landed the day before the statute took effect — the tool built, boxed,
and set down before it ever touched the machine. Hours after the waiver,
Russia hit Ukraine's power grid with more than 320 drones.

The planner walks the file forward a month to see where the unused tool
sat while the war kept moving. On October 9, Putin phoned Trump to propose
a three-way summit with Xi Jinping, the Wall Street Journal reported. The
next day, a Saturday, Trump said Zelensky should be replaced over high U.S.
diesel prices; by Sunday, Zelensky had shrugged off the call to quit, the
Morning Star reported. Two days later, The Hill reported Zelensky calling
Trump "weak" over the diesel deal, while allies inside Trump's own circle ral-
lied around Kyiv. On October 16, Trump called Ukraine's renewed strikes on

Russian refineries "a disgrace." On October 19, Zelensky said Washington
... Continued on Page A220

'Trump demands dishonest aides be prosecuted, awarded investigation into
his own ally same day.

BY LOU

One More Question

I went back to the federal building on Church Street for something that had
nothing to do with any of this — a notarized form for the county, because the
fan belt on the Buick is down to threads and I didn't want to fail inspection
over a sticker again. The guard at the first window sent me to the second
floor. The second floor sent me to records. Records told me records had
moved to the annex a year and a half ago, which nobody had told the guard,
and somewhere between the annex and the elevator I picked up, without ask-
ing for it, most of a story a different agency had been having a different
morning about.

The clerk at records, who was eating a sandwich and in no hurry, told me
the Justice Department had opened an inquiry into Corey Lewandowski on
the twenty-second of October. I wrote the date on the back of my own form,
since I didn't have anything else to write it on. The same day, she said, the
president had told reporters that if people in his administration weren't being
honest, they had to be prosecuted. Does the reporting give a different date for

either one of those?
... Continued on Page A220

Trump orders Ramaswamy to keep attacking Acton's abuse; donations land
in her column instead.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

Arthur calls her daughter a liar about a childhood that included a stepfather
charged with raping her between ages 10 and 12, a charge he never answered
in court because he fled the state; he died in 2004 without a trial. Acton says
she has not spoken to her mother since 1978, the year she was removed from
the home. Her brother backs her account.

By Wednesday the ad has bipartisan Ohio company. Gov. Mike DeWine
calls it "wrong" and asks Ramaswamy's campaign to take it down. Iowa
Senate candidate Ashley Hinson agrees. Vice President Vance tells
Republicans to "stop whining" and go win the race. Commentator Scott
Jennings notes on CNN that Vance "could have just ignored it" and didn't. By
Thursday, President Trump settles it from Truth Social: Ramaswamy should
"keep it up," a position he restates as "hitting pay dirt" — his phrase for an ad
built on a woman's account of childhood sexual abuse.

Here is where the ledger clerk clocks in. Before the ad aired, Acton was
already ahead: three points in a Bowling Green/YouGov poll in September,

eight points in an Oct. 11 CNN poll, and ahead again — no margin published
... Continued on Page F124

Agency that certified measles eliminated in 2000 won't certity which state
its newest death occurred in.
BY MORT
The Records Bureau
"Elimination" died again this week, if a status can die twice. The United States
certified measles eliminated in 2000 — sustained transmission stopped for a
year, a finding, not a cure — and for a generation it became a formality the
public rarely had reason to check. It is survived by the surveillance system
built to confirm that finding, now struggling to finish a count on schedule.
The decline is dated. On 1 September the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention left two measles deaths in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, off its
weekly outbreak update, saying it was still investigating the cause; the county
coroner had already confirmed one of the two. The investigation outlasted
the news cycle. By 23 September, four people had died in Pennsylvania in a
single month — two of them infants — the state's first measles deaths in at
least 35 years, and 2026 was already the deadliest year for the disease since
the 2000 elimination finding.
The dying continued past the agency's own count. On 13 October
Pennsylvania announced a sixth measles death in the outbreak, a 39-year-old

unvaccinated woman with underlying conditions; the CDC's national dash-
... Continued on Page H15

Zuckerberg preps to pay the tax Newsom just endorsed abolishing, its

tunder dining with "[rump that week.

BY RUTH

The Money Desk

On August 25th, groups backed by Google co-founder Sergey Brin and ven-
ture capitalist Peter Thiel opened an advertising campaign against a one-
time, 5 percent tax on California billionaires, run under the names Building a
Better California and Californians Against Wasteful Spending and Higher
Taxes. Brin alone has put more than $100 million into defeating it.

Four weeks later, on September 21st, six Nobel laureate economists,
Joseph Stiglitz among them, signed a letter backing the same tax, calling it a
possible first in the country and a start on redistributing wealth concentrated
at the top. The column balances like this, hon: the people who study wealth
favor the tax; the people who hold it are buying airtime against it.

On October 11th, Governor Gavin Newsom settled which side the state's
own chief executive sits on. He endorsed a competing ballot measure that
would cancel the wealth tax outright and bar California from ever passing an-
other tax on financial assets. Debru Carthan, vice president of SEIU-UHW, the
union running the tax campaign Newsom had just undercut, said of the gov-

ernor: "He's showing California his true colors."
... Continued on Page F124

Same legal backlash fines Meta $25 billion, lets Google keep the monopoly
it proved.

BY RUTH

The Money Desk

Judge Francis Mathew's order against Meta — $25 billion, signed in Santa Fe
on Wednesday, over data practices dating to 2016 — is this month's addition
to a ledger that already has entries. The Federal Trade Commission fined
Meta $5 billion in 2019 for the identical Cambridge Analytica breach.
California collected $17 billion from Meta in 2018 for exploiting the same
teen users the company kept monetizing afterward. The Department of
Justice's own separate probe into Meta was halted this month, after the com-
pany gave Trump millions — an investigation closing, not a payment, and the
one entry on this account that moved money toward Meta's side of the ledger
instead of away from it.

The New York Times this week named what the Meta order belongs to: a
legal backlash that has created a new de facto regulatory regime, with courts
ordering Big Tech companies to change their practices and pay up. The Hill
had the mood dated before the Times wrote it up. On September 7, six weeks
and three days before the Times's account, it described a rarity — Americans

across the usual divides finding common ground in frustration with the tech-
... Continued on Page F124

Midterms' largest donor, at $366 million, vows to find out who is really
pulling the strings

BY STERLING

The Ownership Desk

Three hundred and sixty-six million dollars, and the man who spent it would
like to know who is really pulling the strings. You will take that for a threat.
It is better than a threat — it is a lawful notice of intent, and do note that
nothing in it will have to be withdrawn. Independent expenditure: money
spent for a candidate and never with one, which is the condition that makes
the sum unlimited and the spender untouchable by the coordination rules.
Two hundred and seventy-six million of it since July. Since July. On
Wednesday the terms were published — "live by the sword, die by the sword,"
and those who pick a fight should understand he will come for them, "not
just their puppets." In September Democrats were rebuked for declining to
name him. In Memphis a state representative runs against the data centers
xAI built ... and the statute sets no hour at which the money stops. The price

of a congressional inquiry is now a matter of public record. You have read it.
... Continued on Page F124

“Nothing up there is a conspiracy. That's the part that should worry you — it's all on
the record, filed, stamped, and in a couple of cases notarized.”

— Sal

“Nothing here is a scandal. A scandal requires surprise, and I can assure you nobody
involved was surprised.”

— Chip

Snow held the fox's prints till the thaw,

while the farmer mended the door.

ENOCH - THE OWNERSHIP DESK
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Diesel deal that got ‘so close to a ceasefire
ends with missiles on Kyiv hours after talks

resume.

ByTHE WRECKING CREW
THE REMEDY DESK

“Russia bombards Kyiv with missiles hours after agreeing to resume talks with
Ukraine”, 22 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA THE GUARDIAN — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Russia bombed Kyiv's grid with missiles hours after Putin
agreed to resume peace talks.

WHO GETS PAID. Russia’s energy trade is the winner, kept moving by a
sanctions law Trump waived the day before it took effect.

WHAT sLIPs. Congress wrote a sanctions law with real teeth, but the
waiver lets one office decide when those teeth don't bite, with no vote
required.

WHAT's NEXT. If Congress holds no vote to restore that lever, the waiver
stands and the war keeps running on Moscow's calendar; that is what
happened after the Senate's 2019 Yemen resolution, when the president's
veto held, the override failed 53 to 45, and the war continued 21 more
months.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

The chief lays out the job again: a statute signed, then
waived before it took effect, and tonight's missiles flew
through the same gap the first ones did. On September 19,
Trump signed the Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning Russia and
Iran Act, named for the senator who pushed it before he died
in July. The waiver landed the day before the statute took ef-
fect — the tool built, boxed, and set down before it ever
touched the machine. Hours after the waiver, Russia hit
Ukraine's power grid with more than 320 drones.

The planner walks the file forward a month to see where
the unused tool sat while the war kept moving. On October 9,
Putin phoned Trump to propose a three-way summit with Xi
Jinping, the Wall Street Journal reported. The next day, a
Saturday, Trump said Zelensky should be replaced over high
U.S. diesel prices; by Sunday, Zelensky had shrugged off the
call to quit, the Morning Star reported. Two days later, The
Hill reported Zelensky calling Trump "weak" over the diesel
deal, while allies inside Trump's own circle rallied around
Kyiv. On October 16, Trump called Ukraine's renewed strikes
on Russian refineries "a disgrace." On October 19, Zelensky
said Washington gave no warning before a Russian strike on
Kyiv's power plants, the same day the Guardian's own edito-
rial warned Ukraine's future "is not theirs to bargain away."...

...(cont) The tinkerer lays the two tools on the bench side by
side: a sanctions statute, waived, and a ceasefire the Czech presi-
dent says had come within reach. On October 21, Putin released
American detainee Stephen Hubbard without a swap; envoy
Steve Witkoff called the release "humanitarian," and a former
U.S. ambassador called the praise "fatuous." Putin agreed "in
principle" to resume trilateral talks next month. The gap be-
tween the two tools is the gap between a law that would have
bitten and a deal that never needed to.

The muscle wrecks the cover story first. Czech President Petr
Pavel told the Axel Springer Global Reporters Network on
Tuesday that Trump's diesel deal derailed talks between Kyiv and
Moscow, saying both sides had been "so close" and "it will be
much harder now." Pavel said Russia is using the momentum the
deal handed it to walk back its own commitments.

The pilot lands the plane on the runway the chief built in
September. Hours after Putin agreed to resume talks, Russia
bombarded Kyiv with ballistic missiles anyway, killing at least
two and wounding 22, including four children, and hitting a
bridge, homes and a clinic. The statute that would have an-
swered that attack is still sitting on the shelf where the waiver
put it, five weeks and one hostage release later.

€ FROM THE CORNER €

DurcH

PUTIN AGREED TO RESUME TALKS, THEN BOMBED KYIV'S GRID BEFORE MORNING. THAT IS
not diplomacy breaking down on its own; that is the waiver doing exactly
the job a waiver does — pull the only lever that bites, then call what's left
room to talk. The lever came off in Washington in September; the missiles
flew through the gap it left in October; and the price still taped to the
pump outside your gas station is the one Washington keeps blaming on
Kyiv instead of the deal that let this happen.

«Call it what it is: a law got waived so a hostage could come
home on camera, and the same five weeks bought Russia
the room to bomb Kyiv's grid again, right on schedule. The
Czech president says the ceasefire was "so close" before
that deal happened — so somebody in Washington trade.ad a
near-peace for a photo op, and twenty-two people in Ky1iv

paid the toll for it tonight.”

— Sal

“Look, the president got an American hostage home
without a single concession — that's not appeasement,
that's dealmaking, and if Russia bombs a grid a few hours
later, that's Moscow's call, not ours. Did I'say "not ours"?

That's not what I meant — the point is Hubbard is home,
and that's a win, full stop”

- cAip

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— Trump credits the sanctions he waived for producing the talks he
says enforcing them would have blocked. By The Wrecking Crew - the

evening edition, 22 October 2026

— Ukraine's only leverage against Russia, cut by its own satellite

provider, ends in a freeze offer. By Lou - the afternoon edition, 21
October 2026

— Trump waives Russia sanctions he signed, then calls enforcing
them the thing that would have stopped Hubbard's release. By The

Wrecking Crew - the afternoon edition, 21 October 2026

— Starshield slowdown Rubio insisted wasn't deliberate was, CBS
sources say, Musk's own deliberate choice. By Lou - the morning
edition, 21 October 2026

— Rubio insists Patriots weren't "deliberately denied"; Hegseth admits

"our guys" need them too. By Lou - the afternoon edition, 20 October 2026

— Rubio says Patriots weren't 'deliberately denied'; Zelensky asks for
the ones Washington still won't release. By Lou - the morning edition,
20 October 2026

THE RECEIPTS

Russia bombards Kyiv with missiles hours after agreeing to resume talks
with Ukraine

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 11:46 EDT

Experts say Russia is trying to destroy energy infrastructure before
winter and US ‘appeasement and flattery’ will not achieve peace Russia
has carried out a massive “demonstrative” attack on Ukraine,
bombarding Kyiv with ballistic missiles just hours after Vladimir Putin
said he had agreed to resume trilateral negotiations after talks...

But: Trump promised 53 separate times he'd settle the Ukraine war
within 24 hours NN fict check, 25 April 2025 (all 53 instances)

Trump’s diesel deal derailed Ukraine-Russia peace progress, says
Czech president

The Hill MAINSTREAM 16:46 EDT

Czech President Petr Pavel on Tuesday said President Trump's diesel
deal with Russia derailed peace talks between the Kremlin and
Ukraine, saying both sides were "so close" to a ceasefire. "It will be
much harder now," Pavel told the Axel Springer Global Reporters
Network, which includes Politico. "Russia uses this momentum to
get out...

- Zelensky unleashes on Trump as Russia diesel deal rallies

Ukraine’s supporters from the morgue, 12 Oct 2026

- Zelensky unleashes on Trump over Russia diesel deal from the

morgue, 13 Oct 2026

- Zelensky shrugs off Trump’s call for him to be replaced from the

morgue, 11 Oct 2026

- US gave us no warning of Russian strikes on Kyiv power plants,

Zelenskyy says from the morgue, 19 Oct 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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Trump demands dishonest aides be
prosecuted, awarded investigation into his
own ally same day.

ByLOU
ONE MORE QUESTION

“Trump says dishonest people have to be prosecuted after DOJ launches investigation
into Corey Lewandowski”, 22 October 2026
(PHOTO VIA WASHINGTON EXAMINER — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Trump said dishonest officials must be prosecuted the
day his Justice Department opened an inquiry into ally Corey

LewandowskKi.
wHo GETS PAID. The receipts name no buyer yet.

WHAT sLIPs. The public's chance to see whether the law reaches the
president's own circle slips, since the inquiry only became known after a
government watchdog's referral got out.

WHAT's NEXT. If the same pattern holds, the Lewandowski inquiry ends
quietly rather than with charges; that is what Washington got after
October 13, 2026, when Kimberly Guilfoyle resigned as ambassador
without facing charges over the credit-card allegations against her.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

I went back to the federal building on Church Street for
something that had nothing to do with any of this — a nota-
rized form for the county, because the fan belt on the Buick
is down to threads and I didn't want to fail inspection over a
sticker again. The guard at the first window sent me to the
second floor. The second floor sent me to records. Records
told me records had moved to the annex a year and a half
ago, which nobody had told the guard, and somewhere be-
tween the annex and the elevator I picked up, without asking
for it, most of a story a different agency had been having a
different morning about.

The clerk at records, who was eating a sandwich and in
no hurry, told me the Justice Department had opened an in-
quiry into Corey Lewandowski on the twenty-second of
October. I wrote the date on the back of my own form, since I
didn't have anything else to write it on. The same day, she
said, the president had told reporters that if people in his ad-
ministration weren't being honest, they had to be prose-
cuted. Does the reporting give a different date for either one
of those?...

...(cont) I'm sorry, I'll come at the day again, from a different
side. Something had to travel for that inquiry to exist at all. A re-
ferral from the inspector general's office over at Homeland
Security had to leave one building and arrive at another before
the Justice Department could open anything on the twenty-sec-
ond. Who carried it Whose hands, whose inbox, whose car? The
reporting doesn't say, and neither did anybody at records.

I don't mean to linger on this, but here's another side of the
same day. At the house I took two things out of the toolbox
drawer where I keep the odd screws, not to fix anything, just to
lay them on the bench the way you'd lay down two receipts to
see if they're for the same job. One was the sentence about hon-
esty. The other was a word the Times used — rare. One of the
rare instances, they called it, of a Trump ally facing an inquiry at
all in this term. Does that tell us how many instances there have
been that weren't rare? It doesn't say.

Forgive me, one more pass at the day, because I keep finding
a different piece of it. Nine days before this Thursday, on the
thirteenth of October, the same president used almost the same
sentence about a different ally. Kimberly Guilfoyle was stepping
down as ambassador to Greece over allegations she'd asked a
donor to cover her credit card bills, and asked about the deci-
sion, he said the administration didn't like what they were read-
ing. Nine days. Two allies. The same shrug, near enough, both
times.

I'm sorry, I keep coming back to this. I stood on the porch
while the dog did her business, holding two slips of paper — one
with a date circled, one with a quote on it — and hadn't decided
whether to throw either one away.

I was almost to the truck when the clerk came out after me.
Excuse me, she said, before you go — you've dated the form
wrong. I looked down at what I'd written. It was the twenty-sec-
ond. I asked her: which twenty-second?

| e

“He says if people in his government aren't honest, th.ey
have to be prosecuted, and the same day his own Justice
Department opens a file on Corey Lewandowski off a DHS.
referral. That's not irony, that's the rule showing you how it
actually gets enforced — on everybody, until it reaches
somebody he knows. Nine days before it was Guilfoyle and
a donor's credit card; the rule holds right up until it walks

into the room he's standing in.”

— Sal

“This proves the president holds everyone to the same
standard — an inquiry happening at all is the accountability
working exactly as designed. Sure, the Times called it one

of the rare times an ally's faced one in two terms, but rare
Just means thorough, not —
I'wanted it to.”

— cAip

wait, that's not landing the way

THE RECEIPTS

But: The DOJ disbanded its crypto enforcement team and ordered
inconsistent investigations closed while the president's family runs a
Crypto bUSiIleSS CNBC, 8 April 2025 (Blanche memo)

Trump says dishonest people have to be prosecuted after DOJ
launches investigation into Corey Lewandowski

Washington Examiner 17:24 EDT

President Donald Trump declared that employees of his
administration needed to be honest on the same day it was disclosed
that the Department of Justice opened an inquiry into Corey
Lewandowski, a former adviser at the Department of Homeland
Security. The investigation reportedly originated from a referral
from the DHS inspector general....

But: The DOJ disbanded its crypto enforcement team and ordered
inconsistent investigations closed while the president's family runs a
Crypto bUSiﬂeSS CNBC, 8 April 2025 (Blanche memo)

Justice Dept. Opens Inquiry Into Corey Lewandowski

The New York Times MAINSTREAM 16:19 EDT

The details of the inquiry remain unclear, but it is one of the rare
instances in which a Trump ally or appointee has been investigated

for potential wrongdoing during the president’s second term.

But: The DOJ disbanded its crypto enforcement team and ordered
inconsistent investigations closed while the president's family runs a
CryptO bUSiIleSS CNBC, 8 April 2025 (Blanche memo)

Trump responds to alleged DOJ Corey Lewandowski probe: ‘If
they’re not going to be honest, they have to be prosecuted’

New York Post 17:26 EDT

The DOJ is reportedly reviewing a criminal referral from the DHS

inspector general.

- Trump speaks on Kimberly Guilfoyle resignation: 'We didn't like

what we were reading' - video from the morgue, 13 Oct 2026
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THE LEDGER

'Trump orders Ramaswamy to keep
attacking Acton's abuse; donations land in
her column instead.

By RUTH
THE MONEY DESK

“’This is despicable: Amy Acton responds to Ohio attack ad featuring her estranged
mother”, 22 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA BBC NEWS — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Trump ordered Ramaswamy to keep running an ad
attacking Acton's childhood sexual abuse, over his own party's objections.

wHO GETs PAID. The corporationsand executives funding Ramaswamy's
campaign get a governor's office if the ad works.

WHAT sLIPs. The Ohio GOP's own objections to the ad slip the moment
Trump overrules the governor and a sitting congresswoman.

WHAT's NEXT. If Trump's public break with DeWine for crossing him
follows the pattern, a primary threat follows; that is what Kentucky got
after October 2025: a $37 million primary, funded in part by the president's
own advisers, that unseated Representative Thomas Massie by May 2026.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

Arthur calls her daughter a liar about a childhood that in-
cluded a stepfather charged with raping her between ages 10
and 12, a charge he never answered in court because he fled
the state; he died in 2004 without a trial. Acton says she has
not spoken to her mother since 1978, the year she was re-
moved from the home. Her brother backs her account.

By Wednesday the ad has bipartisan Ohio company. Gov.
Mike DeWine calls it "wrong" and asks Ramaswamy's cam-
paign to take it down. Iowa Senate candidate Ashley Hinson
agrees. Vice President Vance tells Republicans to "stop whin-
ing" and go win the race. Commentator Scott Jennings notes
on CNN that Vance "could have just ignored it" and didn't. By
Thursday, President Trump settles it from Truth Social:
Ramaswamy should "keep it up," a position he restates as
"hitting pay dirt" — his phrase for an ad built on a woman's
account of childhood sexual abuse....

...(cont) Here is where the ledger clerk clocks in. Before the
ad aired, Acton was already ahead: three points in a Bowling
Green/YouGov poll in September, eight points in an Oct. 11 CNN
poll, and ahead again — no margin published — in a New York
Times/Siena survey the same week. After the ad aired, the Hill
reports Acton's fundraising surged: she lands at No. 2 on
ActBlue's trending list, behind only Texas Senate candidate
James Talarico. Whatever the ad buy cost the corporations and
executives who funded it, ActBlue's own trending list puts the
deposit in her column, not his.

It is the second time this fall the Acton campaign has had to
treat an attack as a line item. On Sept. 6, an armed individual
lunged at her at the Canfield Fair near Youngstown, injuring sev-
eral bystanders. In September it was security. In October it is a
corporate-funded spot about a woman's childhood abuse, kept
on the air over her own party's objections, that her opponents
cannot explain except to say she should stop complaining about
it. Whoever bought that airtime bought the other side a fundrais-
ing week.

€ FROM THE CORNER €

DurcH

Ramaswamy's CAMPAIGN, BANKROLLED BY SOME OF OHIO'S LARGEST CORPORATIONS AND
executives, built an ad around his opponent's account of childhood sex-
ual abuse, and when his own governor and a sitting congresswoman
asked him to pull it, the President ordered him to keep it running. That is
not opposition research, that is a corporate-funded focus group testing
how much a child's abuse is worth in cable minutes before the money
moves to the other side. Because the ad needed Trump's order to survive
the week, because the order needed Vance calling the complaints whin-
ing, the only transaction that actually cleared was the $20 text donation
you answered at dinner, now sitting in Amy Acton's account instead of
Vivek Ramaswamy's.

l EN
. )

“You get it now — the ad wasn't built to win votes, it was
built to launder corporate cash through a cable buy, and the
con only works if nobody checks where the money actually
lands. They checked. It landed in her account. That's nota

messaging failure, that's the invoice coming due on cruelty,

and somebody still wrote the check.”

— Sal

e =
“Look, campaigns use the tools available to them, that's
just — that's politics, and if the opponent's own family has
concerns, voters deserve to hear it. Did I say "family
concerns"? Her estranged mother who she hasn't spoken to
in almost fifty years, that's not — okay, that one's rough. But
the Vice President said stop whining, and honestly, a guy
who could've ignored it chose not to, that's just good
discipline, I think, probably.”

— Chip

THE RECEIPTS
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Ramaswamy's campaign ad exploite hic opponent's
childhood cexual abuse

BBC News MAINSTREAM 15:27 EDT

Her Republican opponent Vivek Ramaswamy is airing the ad
featuring her mother, whose husband was charged with sexual
abuse in her childhood.

Acton fundraising surges following controversial ad

The Hill MAINSTREAM 16:02 EDT

Ohio gubernatorial candidate Amy Acton (D) has seen a surge in
donations after she was the target of a controversial attack ad from her
Republican opponent, Vivek Ramaswamy. Acton surged into second
place on Democratic political fundraising site ActBlue’s “trending
campaigns,” only behind James Talarico, the Texas Democrat running
for...

Jennings on Vance comments about Ramaswamy ad: 'He could have just
ignored it

The Hill MAINSTREAM 16:56 EDT

Conservative commentator Scott Jennings said Wednesday that Vice
President Vance “could have” avoided talking about an ad for Ohio
gubernatorial candidate Vivek Ramaswamy (R) featuring his
Democratic rival’s mother “He could have just ignored it,” Jennings
said on “CNN NewsNight”

GOP officials divided over Ramaswamy ad with Acton's mom

CBS News MAINSTREAM 17:48 EDT

In the ad, which first circulated on social media Monday night,
Democrat Amy Acton's estranged mother called her a liar.

Trump doubles down on anti-Acton ad in Ohio: Vivek should keep it up

The Hill MAINSTREAM 15:24 EDT

President Trump defended Ohio gubernatorial candidate Vivek
Ramaswamy’s ad featuring his Democratic opponent Amy Acton’s
estranged mother on Thursday, saying the Republican “should keep it
up.” In a lengthy Truth Social post, Trump hit Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine

(R) over his calls for Ramaswamy to take down the ad earlier Thursday.

Trump defends Ramaswamy campaign ad condemned by Republicans,
saying ‘Vivek should keep it up” - live

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 17:07 EDT

President claims criticism of ad featuring Democrat Amy Acton’s
estranged mother is a ‘concerted’ attack on Republican Ohio governor
candidate Sign up for the Breaking News US email Trump attacks Ohio
governor over call for Ramaswamy to drop ‘deeply troubling’ ad
Reporting from Anchorage, Alaska Mary Peltola’s campaign to
represent...

FrompattecksOirtogovermorovercait-for- Rerrreswenytoirop
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Trump urgec Ramaswamy to keep ad attacking rivale
ectranged mother

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 16:11 EDT

Republican Mike DeWine said ad featuring estranged mother of
Democrat Amy Acton was ‘wrong’ Donald Trump issued a swift
rebuke against Mike DeWine, Ohio’s Republican governor, who on
Thursday said gubernatorial candidate Vivek Ramaswamy was
“wrong” to release an ad critical of his Democratic rival Amy Acton
that featured her estranged...

Trump defends Vivek Ramaswamy ad featuring opponent’s estranged

mother
Washington Examiner 15:36 EDT

President Donald Trump defended Ohio’s Republican gubernatorial
nominee Vivek Ramaswamy on Thursday, urging him to keep running
an ad featuring the estranged mother of his opponent, Amy Acton.
Ramaswamy has come under fire for the ad blitz, which features
Acton’s mother, Donna Stearns Arthur, criticizing Acton for “lying

about her...
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Ohio corporations are funding Ramaswamy'c ad
weaponizing hic opponent s childhood cexual abuse

Common Dreams 15:06 EDT

Republican Vivek Ramaswamy's campaign is spending millions in
the final weeks of his bid for Ohio governor to run an attack ad that
has been criticized for exploiting his opponent Amy Acton's history
of sexual abuse. The campaign is being funded by some of Ohio's
and the nation's most powerful corporations and executives. The ad,
which...

Vance tells Republicans to 'stop whining” after Ramaswamy attack ad in
Ohio governor's race

France 24 | MAINSTREAM 15:05 EDT

US Vice President JD Vance on Wednesday defended an explosive
attack ad by Republican Vivek Ramaswamy’s campaign against his
Democratic rival in the Ohio governor’s race, telling fellow
Republicans to "stop whining" about it and go win the race. The ad
features Democrat Amy Acton’s estranged mother, Donna Arthur,
disputing Acton’s...

L - s e
Trump calle the Acton ad "hitting pay dirt”

CBS News MAINSTREAM 17:41 EDT

"Who wouldn't use such an Ad?" President Trump wrote. "I would,
it's called, 'hitting pay dirt."

Trump defends Ramaswamy ad as top Republicans call for taking it down

ABC News MAINSTREAM 17:06 EDT

Both Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine and Iowa Republican Senate candidate
Rep. Ashley Hinson said his campaign should cease airing the ad.

- Acton ahead of Ramaswamy in latest Ohio gubernatorial polling

from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Trump, Vance blitz Ohio as Democrats look to flip governor's

mansion from the morgue, 11 Oct 2026

- Ohio governor's race: Ramaswamy and Acton clash in rare

Democratic pickup opportunity from the morgue, 27 Sep 2026

- Ohio gubernatorial hopeful Amy Acton thanks first responders

after attempted attack from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- Amy Acton attacked by ‘armed individual’ at campaign stop in

Ohio from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- Amy Acton attacked by ‘armed individual’ at event, campaign

says from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.



https://fromeach.com/pages/f124.html#t7915
https://fromeach.com/ruth.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c6z981l59wnwo
https://fromeach.com/dot.html
https://fromeach.com/dutch.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c6z981l59wnwo
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/6166387-ohio-acton-democrats-donations-ramaswamy-ad/
https://thehill.com/homenews/media/6166597-jd-vance-vivek-ramaswamy-ad-scott-jennings/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/vivek-ramaswamy-ad-amy-acton-mother-republicans-ohio/
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/6166346-trump-ramaswamy-acton-ad-defense/
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/live