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'laken aback voters blame billionaires, Republicans make no case for the

economy.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

On October 15, a Harris poll asked key voting groups — independents, rural
voters, and some Republicans — how the economy is doing. Nearly 61 per-
cent filed the country under recession. Sixty-five percent of independents
called it worse than a year ago.

Three days later, on October 18, Republican operatives learned who those
voters hold responsible. A CNN report, relayed by Common Dreams, said the
operatives were "taken aback": the rural voters the party has counted on for a
generation are not blaming Democrats for the economy. They are blaming
billionaires.

Run the filing against the table and the gap has a size. Six days — October
18 to October 24 — sit between that private alarm and the public response it
produced. On October 24, the Washington Examiner counted the economic
argument Republicans have made for Donald Trump's record since the alarm
went off.

The same day, CBS reported that financial stress and the state of the econ-

omy rank among the key issues for midterm voters. Grist reported, also on
... Continued on Page F126
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“I'm a bird man, a littde. | keep a feeder on the porch, and the thing that gets the birds at my
house is my neighbor's cat, Duchess. So when he said the windmills 'wipe them all out,” |
looked it up. The wildlife numbers: wrbines, a hundred forty thousand to three hundred
twenty-seven thousand birds a year. Vehicles, eighty-nine to three hundred forty million. Cats,
one point seven to three point four billion. Sorry, I'm going — Duchess is probably on the

feeder right now. Of the things on that list, which one got the executive order?” — | .ou
... Continued on Page W71

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING

THE RESCUFE IS A LOAN

One section of the federal passport rules refuses the book to a parent more than

$2,500 behind on child support, and lets the State Department refuse it to an
American who has not paid back the seat on the flight out of a war.

... Continued on the Investigative Reporting page

Trtump priced Congress at $5,000, paid $90, his own voters are not
buying the rest.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

Here's how the file runs, in order, dollar by dollar.

In September, at the Republican midterm convention in Dallas, the presi-
dent priced a Republican Congress at five thousand dollars a head — every
adult citizen, paid out, if the party held both chambers of Congress past
November.

In October, the first installment cleared: ninety dollars, drawn from a
Medicare improvement fund the president has called a pointless slush fund.
No date has been set for the other four thousand nine hundred and ten
dollars.

Run that against the promise and the gap sits in plain numbers: one dollar
delivered for every fifty-six promised, one point eight percent of the account
paid, ninety-eight point two percent unscheduled. The same October carried
a second account with the same shape. A 2027 Social Security raise, set that
month at three point six percent, met prices running three point seven per-
cent the same month — the number announced again landing short of the

number that shows up.
... Continued on Page F126

Fox runs networks call riots peaceful' story twice, each time beside

networks' own tear-gas footage.

BY RUTH

The Money Desk

Nationwide, arrests since late September had already passed 6,600. The next
day the same tactics crossed into Brussels — tear gas, water cannons, baton
charges — as tens of thousands rallied over the same cost-of-living and aus-
terity fights.

That is one filing, dated, on the books.

Five days later, the week it had filed against repeated itself. CBS reported
police firing tear gas and making dozens of arrests, a week after 3,000 build-
ings nationwide were damaged or looted. NBC reported that Paris had shut
the Louvre and other museums as police deployed in large numbers for a
new round of protests, students and workers marching again over school
funding and the cost of living.

The same day, October 24th, Fox filed the complaint again — "Networks
show France burning but highlight 'peaceful' protesters" — a second entry,
five days after the first, posted against a second week of tear gas, dozens of
arrests, and a closed national museum.

That is the whole transaction, reconciled: two filings, five days apart, each
... Continued on Page F126

Vance tells Republicans to stop whining about ad his own party calls the

worst politics imaginable

BY LOU
One More Question

I have to hand it to the gentleman's campaign for the candor, at least at first.
A lot of ads in a tight race get laundered through some group most people
couldn't name, a filing nobody traces back to anybody. Not this one. On
October 21st, Vivek Ramaswamy stood up and said the ad was his — his cam-
paign made it, his campaign is paying to run it. I wrote that down, because
you don't see a candidate take the credit out loud that often. Then I read the
rest of that same story. The headline on it called the ad his campaign had just
claimed, word for word, "the most disgusting, pathetic ad ever created in the
history of political ads." Is that a credit you take, or a credit you own up to?
Same day — and I checked the dates twice, because I didn't believe these
happened within hours of each other — the vice president told reporters he
was disgusted. Not by the ad. By the Republicans complaining about it. He
called that whining, on camera, and told them what's coming from him in
2028 would be more of it — his own word for it was "venom." I don't have an
opinion about 2028. I have the word, and I have the date he used it: the 21st,

same day as the credit-taking.
... Continued on Page A221

Alaska pipeline got a podium, then a waiver, then a Russian financier, then
a seat in peace talks

BY MITCH

Investigations

On September 30th, the president stood in front of a map of Alaska and intro-
duced a $54 billion piece of a $200 billion deal — a gas pipeline, eight nuclear
plants, a power grid — with Senator Dan Sullivan placed at center stage and
Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick beside him. All together now: read the
backdrop, not the speech. The financing behind the U.S. firm folded into that
pipeline went unannounced from the podium — not a name missing from a
list, a line item missing from the ledger.

Eight days later, on October 8th, the administration exempted winter ex-
ploration projects on Alaska's North Slope from environmental review. The
Washington Examiner's word for it was "accelerating" — the review outrun by
about a week.

Today, The New York Times supplies the line item. Documents and inter-
views show a Russian energy giant secretly financed the U.S. firm now sitting
inside the pipeline Trump unveiled beside Sullivan. The same deal, the Times
reports, has been discussed in the talks meant to end the war that financier is

fighting. Not a rumor passed at a briefing — documents, interviews, on the
... Continued on Page F125

Musk blamed Washington for the Starlink slowdown he ordered, then

restored it the day the public noticed.

BY MORT

The Records Bureau

The cap died Saturday, after a week on a restriction the contractor would not
explain. It was born the week of October 14, when the Times reported the
same company's owner the largest known donor of this midterm cycle, $276
million, and the question of why Ukraine's battlefield internet had slowed to
100 mph went unanswered while the money question got answered in full.
By the 17th, Zelensky said Starshield was still restricted and called the break-
down a "planned operation" to target Kyiv; the company and the White House
each pointed at the other, the oldest malarkey in Washington. By the 20th,
the Wall Street Journal reported, and The Hill confirmed, that Musk himself
had ordered the slowdown — the true explanation arriving three days after
the denial.

That same day, Zelenskyy said Washington gave no warning before Russia
struck Kyiv's power plants, called it a "denial of reality," and revived his
charge that Washington was withholding intelligence to pressure Kyiv to-
ward a settlement it has not agreed to. The power went out in Kyiv the same

week the internet stayed capped in Kyiv, and the explanation for both arrived
... Continued on Page B44

Justice Department vows not to improperly block any election, tries to block
three this month.

BY LOU
One More Question

The letter the Department of Justice sent to counties across California this
week is nicely done, and I don't say that about much coming out of
Washington lately. Clean letterhead, the seal placed where a designer would
want it, each sentence built short and plain, the way a lawyer builds a sen-
tence for a judge to read twice. Somebody put real care into it. Then you get
to the number sitting one lawsuit over — twenty thousand ballots in Los
Angeles County alone that the same Department has asked a federal court to
set aside before anyone finishes counting them — and the letterhead stops be-
ing the interesting part.

I wrote the word in quotes because he said it like it was carrying weight
the rest of the sentence wasn't.

September 10th: a federal appeals court looked at an earlier version of this
— an order restricting mail-in voting — and called it "likely unlawful." That's
the First Circuit's language, not mine.

October 6th: the people who rate these races for a living moved Alaska's

Senate seat from "Toss-up" to "Leans Democrat."
... Continued on Page B44

California billionaires bankroll ad campaign to defeat tax on California
billionaires

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

Proposition 40 asks about 250 people in California to hand over 5 percent of
their net worth, one time, to fund the state's health care system. Two of those
250 — Sergey Brin and Peter Thiel — are already paying. Just not into the ac-
count the measure names.

In August, Common Dreams reported that groups backed by mega-billion-
aires, including Brin and Thiel, had launched an advertising blitz against the
measure, run through two organizations: Building a Better California and
Californians Against Wasteful Spending and Higher Taxes.

By September, the fight had drawn a letter from Nobel-winning econo-
mists calling the measure "a turning point in the battle between democracy
and oligarchy." The same dispatch that carried their quote also reported the
measure polling at 52 percent — a number from the reporting, not from the
letter, sitting next to it in the same piece.

Roughly 250 Californians hold an estimated $2.3 trillion in combined
wealth. A one-time 5 percent tax on it could raise up to $100 billion. Ninety

percent of that goes to healthcare; the rest splits between education and food
... Continued on Page F125

“Read the page top to bottom and notice what connects it: somebody priced
something you thought was yours — your ballot, your checkup, your tank of gas —
and mailed you the bill with a flag stamped on it. I started circling the good news. Still
holding the pen.”

— Sal

“Every story on this page is a success that hasn't been explained to you properly yet.”
— Chip

Snow held the fox's prints till the thaw,

while the farmer mended the door.
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"Trump priced Congress at $5,000), paid

$90, his own voters are not buying the rest.

By RUTH
THE MONEY DESK

“Trump’s $5,000 dividend promise met with skepticism ahead of Election Day”, 24 October
2026 (PHOTO VIA WASHINGTON EXAMINER — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Trump priced a Republican Congress at $5,000 per adult
in September and paid $90 of it in October from a Medicare fund.

WwHo GETS PAID. Congressional Republicans, who keep both chambers if
voters decide the election before any date is set for the rest of the money.

WHAT sLIPs. Voters decide the election without anyone naming a date, a
fund, or a mechanism for the $4,910 still owed them.

WHAT's NEXT. If the pattern holds, most of the $4,910 stays undelivered or
unverified; that is what Washington got after 24 November 2025, when the
federal efficiency office closed claiming $214 billion saved while outside
tallies found only $1.4 billion to $7 billion actually delivered.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

Here's how the file runs, in order, dollar by dollar.

In September, at the Republican midterm convention in
Dallas, the president priced a Republican Congress at five
thousand dollars a head — every adult citizen, paid out, if the
party held both chambers of Congress past November....

...(cont) In October, the first installment cleared: ninety dol-
lars, drawn from a Medicare improvement fund the president
has called a pointless slush fund. No date has been set for the
other four thousand nine hundred and ten dollars.

Run that against the promise and the gap sits in plain num-
bers: one dollar delivered for every fifty-six promised, one point
eight percent of the account paid, ninety-eight point two percent
unscheduled. The same October carried a second account with
the same shape. A 2027 Social Security raise, set that month at
three point six percent, met prices running three point seven
percent the same month — the number announced again land-
ing short of the number that shows up.

Today's wire carries the next entry. The Washington
Examiner, the same outlet that reported the September promise,
reports skepticism among the president's most loyal voters —
people, by the paper's own account, who do not need convincing
of much. The five-thousand-dollar dividend, it finds, is not res-
onating with them either, days before those same voters decide
whether Republicans keep the two chambers the president
named as the condition for paying the rest.

So the ledger, reconciled: ninety dollars moved. Four thou-
sand nine hundred ten dollars has not, and carries no date, no
fund, no mechanism anyone has named for how it would be
paid. The question on the ballot is also the payment plan — vote
to keep the chambers, and the remaining ninety-eight percent
arrives on a schedule nobody has written down yet.

Ten days are left to decide it, hon.

“They priced a Congress at five grand a head, mailed ninety
bucks out of the Medicare till, and now they're asking the
same voters to keep them in power before anybody sets a
date on the rest. That's not a dividend — that's a layaway
plan where the store already took your deposit and never .
named the day you get the couch. Ten days left to find out if

the other forty-nine ten ever shows up.”

— Sal

“Look, nobody said the five thousand clears before the

votes are counted — that's just how an incentive works, you

deliver the majority, then the number follows. The ninety
dollars is a good-faith installment, the timeline was never
the promise, the amount was the promise. Did I say
"timeline"? Forget I said that.”

_ CA "P

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— Paxton told donors "everybody's numbers are down." Three weeks

later, the polls agree. By Mort - the afternoon edition, 19 October 2026

— Trump preemptively blames Cornyn for Paxton's Senate loss, two
weeks before Texans vote. By The Lodgers - the afternoon edition, 18
October 2026

— Op-ed warns Congress twice in 16 days, drops the $17.1 billion fix
it cited the first time. By Ruth - the afternoon edition, 18 October 2026

— Farmers who backed Trump for a decade turn two weeks before
Republicans must defend Congress. By Ruth - the afternoon edition, 18
October 2026

— Record-low approval arrives before Vance finishes asking voters

for more time. By Ruth - the morning edition, 18 October 2026

— Trump's $5,000 a head arrived as $90 out of the Medicare fund he
called a pointless slush fund, with the other $4,910 due only if
Republicans keep both chambers November 3 By Lou - the evening
edition, 18 October 2026
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Even Trump'e mogt loyal voters don't believe hic §5,000
promice.

Washington Examiner 07:00 EDT

President Donald Trump’s promise to give Americans a $5,000
dividend check if Republicans retain control of Congress after the
2026 elections is not resonating with even his most loyal voters
across the country. Trump first made the promise back in September
during the Republican National Convention in Dallas, Texas. The
proposal, which...

- Trump’s promised $5,000 ‘dividend’ checks: What to know from

the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump promises $5,000 dividend for every American adult if

GOP wins midterm elections from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Social Security COLA set to rise by 3.6 percent in 2027 from the

morgue, 14 Oct 2026

- Social Security recipients to get cost of living boost — here’s

how much more you’ll receive each month from the morgue, 14

Oct 2026

- Surging Inflation Complicates Trump’s Final Push to Sell Voters

on Strong Economy from the morgue, 14 Oct 2026

- US inflation rose to 3.7% in September, figures show from the

morgue, 14 Oct 2026

- Trump promised to lower prices for Americans. Here's what

the data shows. from the morgue, 14 Oct 2026

- Here is how much prices for groceries, gas, utilities, and shelter

are up under Trump from the morgue, 14 Oct 2026

- Top OpenAl Executive Labels Social Security a ‘Fraud’ That

Must be Dismantled from the morgue, 26 Aug 2026

-'He Thinks Working People Are a Joke': Ken Paxton Floats

Social Security Cuts in Leaked Audio from the morgue, 8 Oct 2026

- Trump Says He Wanted to Privatize Social Security 'So Badly'

During First Term from the morgue, 7 Oct 2026

- In Trump's Second Term, Average US Family Forced to Spend

$3,800 More on Essentials from the morgue, 27 Aug 2026

- Trump Hammered Over Iran War That Drove Gas Prices Above

$4 Per Gallon Every Day in August for First Time Ever from the

morgue, 31 Aug 2026

- U.N. experts say U.S. may have committed war crimes with 2

Iran strikes from the morgue, 22 Sep 2026

- Trump Says 'Big Decision' Coming on Whether to 'Annihilate’

Iran from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Pentagon No. 3 frustrates senators in closed-door briefing on

Iran war, Trump defense strategy from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Senate Democrats, minus Fetterman, urge Hegseth to provide

receipt for Iran war costs from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Hegseth on "devastation" to Iran's capabilities from the morgue,

10 Sep 2026

- Trump admits Iran war will not end before midterms from the

morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- Iran War Trump Said Would Be Quick Has Now Lasted 6 Months
With 'No End In Sight' from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

- CBO Finds Trump's Iran War Has Already Cost Nearly $40

Billion—And That's a 'Conservative' Estimate from the morgue, 15

Sep 2026

- Tillis supports Hegseth impeachment resolution: 'He needs to

go' from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Massie Files Impeachment Articles Against Hegseth for Illegal

Iran War, Boat Murders from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Massie launches effort to impeach Hegseth from the morgue, 15

Sep 2026

- Tillis urges Trump to fire Hegseth over 'inept management' of

military from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- Tillis renews calls for Hegseth’s firing after Driscoll’s departure:

‘Thave never witnessed more inept management’ from the

morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- Farmer who voted for Trump says farmers are "all just in

survival mode" from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Farmer who voted for Trump says "I can't stay in business" amid

rising costs from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Massie says he’s convinced enough Republicans to pass Epstein

Files II discharge petition from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

- Massie names Epstein 'coconspirators, discusses new Epstein

files legislation from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- Read Thomas Massie’s eight impeachment charges against Pete

Hegseth from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Fake Republican midterm convention site still redirects to

Epstein files from the morgue, 7 Sep 2026

- Trump says he has a ‘big decision’ coming up on Iran: ‘Do I

want to go in and annihilate them’ from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Fox News Poll: 71% think Trump administration lacks plan to

end Iran war from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Iran recently downed at least 2 American drones, officials say

from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Big Oil Stocks Surged Due to Iran War—and New Filings Show

How President Trump Cashed In from the morgue, 27 Aug 2026

- Live updates: Energy secretary downplays rising gas prices as

US, Iran trade strikes from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- U.S. Strike on Iranian School May Have Been War Crime, U.N.

Report Says from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- UN Inquiry Finds US Strike on Minab, Iran That Killed 123
Children Was War Crime from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- UN investigators conclude ‘reasonable grounds’ to believe

certain US strikes in Iran were war crimes from the morgue, 17 Sep

2026

- UN Suspects US War Crimes in Iran from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- US Condemned for 'War Crimes' After Bombing of Wedding

Party in Iran from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

- US investigating if missile hit Iranian wedding ceremony, killing

4 from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- Trump says he has a ‘big decision coming up’ on Iran from the

morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- White House issues explosive response to UN-backed report

claiming US committed war crimes against world’s No.1 sponsor

of terror, Iran from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Human rights experts: 'Reasonable grounds' to believe US

committed war crimes with Iran strikes from the morgue, 17 Sep

2026

- US Energy Consumers Have Spent $121 Billion Extra Since

Trump Launched Iran War: Moody's from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Iran downed at least 2 American drones in recent days, U.S.

officials say from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Iran: Account of US Air Force colonel's rescue 'fictional' from the

morgue, 17 Sep 2026

- Consumer Burden of Trump Iran War Exceeds $100 Billion as

Qil Prices Pass $100 a Barrel from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

-'A Serious and Alarming Threat': US Bombing, Blockade Deepen

Iran Medical Crisis from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- Consumer Confidence Hits Lowest Level in Months as US Faces

'Trump's Reckless Tariffs and War With Iran' from the morgue, 25

Aug 2026

- U.S. Air Force officer rescued from Iran speaks for the first time

to 60 Minutes from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- Rep. Thomas Massie forcing vote on Pete Hegseth's

impeachment from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Did Johnson Just Adjourn Congress for 7 Weeks to Avoid

Massie's Impeachment Articles Against Hegseth? from the

morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- The Hitchhiker’s Guide to Massie saying Johnson is sending the

House home early to prevent Hegseth impeachment from the

morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- ‘You're Elected to Fight and Kill the Other Side’: How Congress

Lost Its Way from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Army combat veteran challenging Mike Lawler calls Hegseth

national security 'hazard, backs impeachment from the morgue, 6

Sep 2026

- Former Air Force secretary says he 'couldn't serve'in Trump

administration from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

- Former Air Force secretary: Hegseth's Pentagon 'dysfunctional'

from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- House Republicans split over leaving Washington early for

campaign trail from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- Since 2025, Trump Made More Stock Trades Than All 535

Congress Members Combined from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Fossil Fuel Advertising Contracts Hit Record High as Big Oil

Pockets Billions From Iran War from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

-'How are we gonna get through this?' Many Americans are

struggling as prices rise from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

- Trump's Top Oil Stocks Have Made Him Up to $4.4 Million
Richer During Iran War: Analysis from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- 'Trump Did It!": At $5.85 a Gallon, Diesel Price Hits All-Time
High in US Thanks to War on Iran from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- Gas prices reach Labor Day high amid Iran war from the morgue,

8 Sep 2026

- Warsh under pressure as Fed weighs rate hike from the morgue,

15 Sep 2026

- Inflation held at 3.4% in August in consumer price index,

creating tough choice for Warsh Fed from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

- Warsh indicates Fed could raise rates to cool inflation from the

morgue, 28 Aug 2026

- Key U.S. Bond Rate Near 20-Year High as Oil Prices Keep

Climbing from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- 10-year Treasury yield hits highest level since 2007, oil surges

above $105 as Fed expected to hike interest rates from the morgue,

15 Sep 2026

- Benchmark mortgage rate hits 14-month high as bond yields

keep rising from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Benchmark mortgage rate hits highest mark in over a year from

the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- Goldman Sachs warns oil prices could hit $120 as U.S. fuel costs

surge from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- Massie Moves to Force Impeachment Vote Against Hegseth,

Citing Civilian Deaths from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- GOP Rep Thomas Massie introduces 8 articles of impeachment

against War Secretary Pete Hegseth from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Republican Rep. Massie moves to impeach Defense Secretary

Hegseth over Iran war from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Thomas Massie Forces Vote To Impeach Pete Hegseth from the

morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Pete Hegseth Faces Growing Criticism as War With Iran Rolls

On from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- Hegseth Quietly Extends Middle East Troop Deployments Into

2027 as Iran War Drags On from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

- Costco imposes purchase limits on motor oil, hikes prices by

nearly double from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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Fox runs networks call riots peacetul story
twice, each time beside networks own tear-

gas lootage.

By RUTH
THE MONEY DESK

“BROADCAST BIAS: Networks show France burning but highlight ‘peaceful’ protesters”,
24 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA FOX NEWS — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Fox News ran the same 'peaceful protesters' complaint
twice in five days, each time after French police tear-gassed crowds.

wHo GETS PAID. The receipts name no buyer yet.
WHAT sLIPs. Nothing slips here yet.

WHAT's NEXT. No vote or hearing sits on the calendar for this. If Fox
repeats the complaint, it will be the third filing since October 8th; the first
two ran five days apart, on October 19th and October 24th, each one dated
to a week of tear gas, arrests and a shuttered Louvre.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

Nationwide, arrests since late September had already
passed 6,600. The next day the same tactics crossed into
Brussels — tear gas, water cannons, baton charges — as tens
of thousands rallied over the same cost-of-living and auster-
ity fights.

That is one filing, dated, on the books....

...(cont) Five days later, the week it had filed against repeated
itself. CBS reported police firing tear gas and making dozens of
arrests, a week after 3,000 buildings nationwide were damaged
or looted. NBC reported that Paris had shut the Louvre and other
museums as police deployed in large numbers for a new round
of protests, students and workers marching again over school
funding and the cost of living.

The same day, October 24th, Fox filed the complaint again —
"Networks show France burning but highlight 'peaceful' protest-
ers" — a second entry, five days after the first, posted against a
second week of tear gas, dozens of arrests, and a closed national
museum.

That is the whole transaction, reconciled: two filings, five
days apart, each one dated to a week that produced exactly the
facts Fox says the coverage was missing — tear gas, arrests, a
shuttered Louvre. Run the complaint once and it is a media cri-
tique. Run the identical complaint again five days later, against
the identical set of facts, and the complaint has become the
event it describes: a story that files itself each time the gas canis-
ters go off, regardless of what else prints that week.

Nothing here required France to change its schedule. The
tear gas fired on its own timeline: late September, then October
8th, then October 24th. The arrest count climbed on its own,
past 6,600 before the first filing, against 3,000 buildings damaged
before the second. The Louvre closed its own doors. Fox's filing
arrived both times, five days apart, dated to match the week.

Two entries, one complaint, five days between them, hon.
The column closes there because the receipts do.

“French riot police tear-gas a crowd, make dozens of
arrests, and the Louvre shuts its doors — and Fox runs a
story complaining that somebody called it peaceful. Five
days later the same week happens again and Fox runs the
same story again. That's not coverage of an event, that's a

standing order against the event.”

— Sal

“Look, the point stands — footage shows burning cars and
the coverage leans on the word "peaceful,” that's a real gap.
Did I say gap? I mean a framing question, worth raising

once. Raising it again five days later against the same
footage, that's — okay,

a strategy either”

— cAip

that's not a coincidence, but it's not

THE RECEIPTS

Police fire tear gas, arrest dozens as France sees more protests

CBS News MAINSTREAM 11:54 EDT

France is seeing more protests a week after 3,000 buildings were
damaged or looted. Demonstrations are also underway in other

European cities.

PR G TR e b s} 5 ] rrembreri=brberked
ipercefulprotesters

Cost of living and crumbling public cervices fuel unrect in
Macron'e France
Fox News 09:00 EDT

Emmanuel Macron's government faces mounting unrest as networks
blamed 'hijacked' protests over cost of living and declining public

services in France.

Paris shuts [Louvre and other museums as police deploy in big numbers
for new protests across France

NBC News MAINSTREAM 10:09 EDT

PARIS — Thousands of students and workers marched in Paris and
other French cities Saturday over school funding and soaring living

costs.

- Police fire tear gas at barricaded high school in Paris as protests

spread to Belgium from the morgue, 8 Oct 2026

- Police and masked protesters clash in Brussels as anti-austerity

rally of thousands from the morgue, 9 Oct 2026

- BBC calls France protests 'mostly peaceful' as footage shows

rioters torching cars, battling police from the morgue, 19 Oct 2026

-'This Is Going Global': Anti-Austerity Protests Spread From

Spain and France to Chile, Belgium, and Beyond from the morgue,

8 Oct 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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Vance tells Republicans to stop whining
about ad his own party calls the worst
politics imaginable

ByLOU
ONE MORE QUESTION

“How Vivek Ramaswamy’s Ruthless Ad in Ohio Divided Republicans”, 24 October 2026
(PHOTO VIA THE NEW YORK TIMES — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Ramaswamy's campaign spent $4 million airing an ad
with Acton's estranged mother calling her a liar; Ramaswamy then accused
Acton of lying about it.

WHO GETS PAID. Ramaswamy's own gubernatorial campaign and Vance's
2028 operation, which Vance called a dry run for the same approach.

WHAT sLIPs. Ohio voters'ability to judge the race on the governor's record
slips behind a family dispute manufactured for television two weeks before
they vote.

WHAT's NEXT. Court records already contradict the ad's central claim and
Cook Political Report moved the race to the Democrat; the next marker is
Election Day, 3 November 2026, ten days off.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

I have to hand it to the gentleman's campaign for the can-
dor, at least at first. A lot of ads in a tight race get laundered
through some group most people couldn't name, a filing no-
body traces back to anybody. Not this one. On October 21st,
Vivek Ramaswamy stood up and said the ad was his — his
campaign made it, his campaign is paying to run it. I wrote
that down, because you don't see a candidate take the credit
out loud that often. Then I read the rest of that same story.
The headline on it called the ad his campaign had just
claimed, word for word, "the most disgusting, pathetic ad
ever created in the history of political ads." Is that a credit
you take, or a credit you own up to?

Same day — and I checked the dates twice, because I
didn't believe these happened within hours of each other —
the vice president told reporters he was disgusted. Not by the
ad. By the Republicans complaining about it. He called that
whining, on camera, and told them what's coming from him
in 2028 would be more of it — his own word for it was
"venom." I don't have an opinion about 2028. I have the word,
and I have the date he used it: the 21st, same day as the
credit-taking....

...(cont) My notebook gets crowded fast after that. The day be-
fore, Sherrod Brown, running for Senate in that same state, had
asked his Republican colleague Jon Husted to condemn the ad.
On the 21st, Husted said something short of that — he said he
wouldn't have run it. That's not the same sentence. One says the
ad is wrong. The other says it isn't how he'd have spent the
money. I keep that kind of distinction the way I keep the papers
in my glovebox — the registration says one thing, the insurance
card says something close to it, and a trooper who only glances
figures they match. The New York Times, by midweek, was al-
ready calling the ad one that had divided the party.

Four million dollars went into putting it on statewide televi-
sion. That's the number in the filing. I don't have an opinion
about that number, either. I have it sitting next to the one that
stopped me, from today: a Republican commentator, Scott
Jennings, paid to argue this side of things, went on the record
calling the ad — and I want to read this back exactly — "the worst
politics you could imagine." And still, CBS reported today, the
President himself joined the vice president in defending it. I was
about ready to close the notebook on that.

Excuse me — before you go. Did you catch the other part from
today? Vivek Ramaswamy accused his opponent, Amy Acton, of
lying about the ad, about what her own mother says in it. The
Guardian ran the court records against that claim today. The
records didn't back up the mother's claim. They contradicted it.

I didn't have that part when I started this column. Now that
the record has gone the other way, is "worst" still the word, or do
we need one the paper hasn't used yet?

[ |

“You put out an ad calling a woman a liar using her own
estranged mother, your running mate tells his own party to
quit crying about it and previews more of the same for
2028, and when the record finally shows up, it's the
mother's story that falls apart, not the daughter's. That's
not a messaging problem, that's the product. The only
people in Ohio who haven't figured out what this costs are

apparently running the party.”

— Sal

“Look, the ad speaks for itself — I mean that's not what I —
the campaign is being transparent, they took ownership
immediately, that's accountability, that's refreshing
honestly. Senator Husted said he wouldn't have run it
personally, which, fine, that's one data point, doesn't mean
the party — and Scott Jennings, he's an independent voice,
he doesn't speak for — did I just cite Scott Jennings against
my own argument? That's not — let me start over”

— Chip

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— Vance calls the ad a preview of 2028 'venom' already costing
Republicans the Ohio governor's race. By Ruth - the evening edition, 24
October 2026

THE RECEIPTS

How Vivek Ramaswamy's Ruthless Ad in Ohio Divided Republicans

The New York Times MAINSTREAM 05:03 EDT

The fallout from Vivek Ramaswamy’s brutal spot targeting his
Democratic rival in the Ohio governor’s race showed that even in the

Trump era, a political attack can be seen as going too far.
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Ramaswamy'c campaign cpende 54 million on ad ctarring
opponent's ectranged mother

The Hill MAINSTREAM 08:57 EDT

Republican commentator Scott Jennings took a swipe at Ohio
gubernatorial candidate Vivek Ramaswamy (R) for using a
controversial campaign ad featuring his opponent’s estranged
mother. The ad, which Ramaswamy’s campaign is now spending $4
million to broadcast statewide, features Democratic gubernatorial
candidate Amy Acton’s mother, Donna...

. 3] . i STTE
Ramaswamy'e campaign spent 54 million on a mother-

attack ad that ckipped federal dicclosure rules

Common Dreams 09:40 EDT

Vivek Ramaswamy, the Republican Party's gubernatorial nominee in
Ohio, confirmed on Wednesday that his campaign was behind a
widely condemned attack ad featuring Democratic opponent Amy
Acton's estranged biological mother, sparking fresh outrage less
than two weeks before Election Day in the critical battleground

state. Ramaswamy went...

Trump, Vance defend controversial Ramaswamy attack ad; Obama
campaigns with Amy Acton

CBS News MAINSTREAM 10:13 EDT

An ad released by Ohio's Republican gubernatorial candidate Vivek
Ramaswamy has drawn bipartisan backlash. Olivia Gazis has more.

Ramaswamy accuses Acton of ‘lying’ about attack ad, but court records
contradict mother’s claim - as it happened

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 22:01 EDT

This live blog is now closed. Sign up for the Breaking News US email
With less than two weeks until the midterms, my colleague Jonathan
Freedland and Guardian US columnist Moira Donegan are answering
your questions in this week’s episode of Politics Weekly America. They

break down the final stretch ahead of these hugely consequential...

- Ohio Sen. Jon Husted says ‘I would not have run’ Ramaswamy

ad against Amy Acton from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

- Ramaswamy pours $4 million into ad featuring Amy Acton’s

estranged mother from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

- Brown calls on Husted to condemn ad featuring Acton's mother

from the morgue, 20 Oct 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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THE FINANCING

Alaska pipeline got a podium, then a waiver,
then a Russian financier, then a seat in
peace talks

By MITCH
INVESTIGATIONS

“In U.S. Gas Talks With Kremlin, Hidden Financing for Alaska Project Emerges”, 24
October 2026 (PHOTO VIA THE NEW YORK TIMES — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. A Russian energy giant secretly financed the U.S. firm
now folded into Trump's Alaska gas pipeline.

wHo GETs PAID. The Russian energy giant that financed the firm gains a
seat in the U.S. talks meant to end the war it is fighting.

WHAT sLIPs. The public's chance to learn who financed the pipeline
slipped when the administration exempted the project from
environmental review eight days after the unveiling.

WHAT's NEXT. If the pipeline's role in the peace talks holds, Congress is
unlikely to get a vote on its terms; that is what Congress got after 16 April
2019, when the president vetoed its Yemen withdrawal resolution and
support continued 21 more months.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

On September 30th, the president stood in front of a map
of Alaska and introduced a $54 billion piece of a $200 billion
deal — a gas pipeline, eight nuclear plants, a power grid —
with Senator Dan Sullivan placed at center stage and
Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick beside him. All to-
gether now: read the backdrop, not the speech. The financ-
ing behind the U.S. firm folded into that pipeline went unan-
nounced from the podium — not a name missing from a list,
a line item missing from the ledger.

Eight days later, on October 8th, the administration ex-
empted winter exploration projects on Alaska's North Slope
from environmental review. The Washington Examiner's
word for it was "accelerating" — the review outrun by about a
week....

...(cont) Today, The New York Times supplies the line item.
Documents and interviews show a Russian energy giant secretly
financed the U.S. firm now sitting inside the pipeline Trump un-
veiled beside Sullivan. The same deal, the Times reports, has
been discussed in the talks meant to end the war that financier
is fighting. Not a rumor passed at a briefing — documents, inter-
views, on the record, dated this week.

Walk it in order. A company financed a firm. The firm was
folded into a pipeline. The pipeline got a podium, a senator, a
South Korean investment partner, and eight days to outrun its
own environmental review. Then the pipeline turned up in the
talks meant to end a war its financier is fighting. Each step sits
on its own receipt; none of them needed the others to happen,
and all of them did.

What the filing does not say matters as much as what it does.
It does not say the financing paid for any war. It does not say the
pipeline caused the talks. It says only that the money was never
on the backdrop, and the backdrop is where the public was sup-
posed to find out whose name belonged on the project before
the bulldozers moved. The review that would have asked that
question was waived on October 8th. The disclosure that would
have answered it arrived on October 24th, sixteen days later,
from a newspaper, not from the agency that granted the waiver.

That is the whole filing: a podium, a waiver, and a receipt, in
that order, each one dated.

€ FROM THE CORNER €

Durcn

A RUSSIAN ENERGY GIANT FINANCED THE U.S. FIRM THAT IS NOW PART OF THE ALASKA
gas pipeline Trump unveiled beside Senator Sullivan, and the project
cleared environmental review in eight days. That isn't an energy rollout,
it's a seat held open at the table for a financier already fighting the war
that table is supposed to end. The money stayed off the backdrop so the
review could move fast; the review moved fast so the deal could close be-
fore anyone asked whose name belonged on it; the only name you will
find on any of it, in the end, is yours, on the heating bill.

“They didn't put the financing on the backdrop because the
backdrop is the only paperwork most people ever read. The
review got waived in eight days flat, and the receipt didn't
show up for sixteen more — from a newspaper, not the
agency that signed the waiver. That's not a loose end, that's

the business model.”

— Sal

[ ] )52
“Look, international capital in American energy

infrastructure is a feature, not a bug — of course money

moves across borders on a project this size, that's just how
energy markets work. The disclosure timing is really a
paperwork sequencing question that any big infrastructure
deal runs into, nothing more. ...did Ijust call a waived
environmental review a sequencing question? That's not
usually my line, but sure, we'll go with it.”

— Chip

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— Alaska pipeline unveiled, fast-tracked past review, secretly
financed by Russia — now a bargaining chip in Ukraine peace
talks. By Mitch - the evening edition, 24 October 2026

THE RECEIPTS
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Ruscian ctate energy giant secretly bankrolled the (.S
firm now in Ukraine peace talks

The New York Times MAINSTREAM 09:20 EDT

Interviews and documents show a Russian energy giant secretly
funded a U.S. firm. The deal has been discussed in talks to end the

war 