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U.S. shut consulates, moved to fund
a campaign against Brazil's court,
lost by four million, calls it rigged

PH OTO: LE MONDE

B Y  THE LODGERS

The Euro Desk

Today we are making a foreign election,

American-style, which means it is cooked at home

and eaten somewhere else. On Sunday Brazil re-

elected Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva in the runoff, 51.7

percent against Flavio Bolsonaro's 48.2, a margin of

four million votes, with the results published

overnight on Monday. On Monday the American pres-

ident called the election likely rigged. Bolsonaro is

demanding the victory be annulled.

You will need an American social network's algo-

rithm, a consulate with its shutters suddenly down,

and a push from Washington to put money into a cam-

paign against Brazil's supreme court.

Clive  Shutters down. …
… Continued on Page A223

“Nothing up there is a conspiracy. That's the part that

should worry you — it's all on the record, filed, stamped,

and in a couple of cases notarized.”

— Sal

WA NT ED Someone to define "groceries." Old-fashioned

word. It's a bag with different things in it, apparently. —

Classifieds

WA NT ED An ally, any ally, willing to be billed for a war it

refused. Missiles preferred over friends. Ask about our

love letters. — Classifieds

F OR S A L E  One White House ballroom, $600 million, half

already on your tab. "Donor-funded." See the fine print. —

Classifieds

“Nothing here is a scandal. A scandal requires surprise,

and I can assure you nobody involved was surprised.”

— Chip

By spring the dog sleeps in the shed.

A man finds fewer hens at dusk.
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On tips
D E M O C R A T

$25,000

2028 $32 BILLION

37 PERCENT

37 PERCENT

R E P U B L I C A N

THE SERVER

THE BARTENDER FIRST THING IN OFFICE

NO TAX ON TIPS

NO TAX ON TIPS

“I asked the waitress at the diner where I have breakfast, because she'd
know better than any of us. She said she heard about it. The

government says over seven million people claimed it, average
deduction over seven thousand dollars — that's real, I told her. Then I
read her the rest: it tops out at twenty-five thousand, it phases out for

high earners, it ends after 2028. And the Yale people say thirty-seven
percent of tipped workers had incomes too low to owe federal income
tax anyway. She poured my coffee and didn't say anything. Sorry — I
left a dollar under the saucer. What's no tax worth to somebody who

didn't owe any?” — Lou

… Continued on Page W73

Trump likens Senate candidate to
Flight 93 hijackers; his commentariat
reviews the delivery as pedal to the metal
B Y  CHIP

Staff Writer

Let me start with the stand-

ings, because the standings

are the part the press keeps

walking past. Michigan is

close. In a close race a

President campaigns, and

campaigning means saying

which candidate he likes. He

likes Mike Rogers. He has

been clear about the other

one.

The record starts in early

October. The Hill carried the

post on October 8:

Mohammed El-Sayed is a ter-

rible Candidate for the

Dumocrats. The man's full

name is Abdulrahman

Mohamed El-Sayed, so the

middle name is a name he

… Continued on Page A223

ICE posts its highest custody death
count in more than a decade; California's
own report blames medical neglect.
B Y  THE WRECKING CREW

The Remedy Desk

Start with the standards.

The agency that runs these fa-

cilities wrote the detention

standards it is measured

against — medical care, food,

sanitation, the whole condi-

tions list — and this month

three states' worth of paper

says the standards are not be-

ing run. Nothing to invent.

Nothing to pass. A document

exists, and it is not being

used.

Open on 7 October.

Advocates and family mem-

bers estimated at least 73 peo-

ple inside the privately run

immigration jail at Folkston,

Georgia had stopped eating,

protesting prolonged deten-

… Continued on Page T30

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  Trump called Brazil's election likely rigged

after his ally lost the runoff to Lula.

WHO GETS PAID.  The Bolsonaro camp, which now has an

American president's word to use while demanding the

result be annulled.

WHAT SLIPS.  Whether a count stands stops being the voters'

and the courts' business and becomes a foreign president's

opinion.

WHAT'S NEXT.  If the monitors reach polling stations next

month, the courts rule on them after people have already

voted; that is what Washington got after 25 March 2025,

when the president's election order was partly blocked

within thirty days and its mail-ballot rules were not

permanently blocked for fifteen months.

On U.S. shut consulates, moved to fund a campaign against
Brazil's court, lost by four million, calls it rigged — the
column, by The Lodgers. The whole front, short, and the
precedents, on E6

T H E  L E D G E R

Fraud tip reward goes from
$30,000 to $1 million in six days;
funding source unchanged at blank
B Y  RUTH

The Money Desk

The price on the twentieth

of October was thirty thou-

sand dollars. That is the

Fraud Whistleblower

Incentive Program, an-

nounced by the president and

the vice president, who runs

the fraud task force: a twenty-

five-million-dollar fund pay-

ing tipsters up to thirty thou-

sand apiece for information

leading to a federal convic-

tion. The Hill reports the

award as a one percent com-

mission, and does not say one

percent of what. If the base is

what the tip recovers — my

arithmetic, not The Hill's —

… Continued on Page F128

Israel bars European
lawmakers who came to watch
the olive harvest its settlers
are burning; it votes Tuesday

PH OTO: COMMON DR EAMS

B Y  LOU

One More Question

Before anybody votes to-

morrow, could somebody

walk me through the paper-

work? Not the politics — I'm

no good at politics. The pa-

perwork. Somebody sat

down on Monday and turned

five legislators around at a

bridge, and I would like to

… Continued on Page A222

Anthropic's seven founders near billionaire
status on a loss that grew tenfold in 27 days

PH OTO: NEW YOR K POST

B Y  STERLING

The Ownership Desk

You will want to know

which of the two figures is the

error. Neither. On the twenty-

ninth of September a draft

prospectus put the operating

loss at eight billion dollars.

On Monday the filing put it at

eighty. Twenty-seven days,

and a nought. Correction is

not the business of a prospec-

tus; a prospectus is the instru-

ment by which an unpleasant

fact is disclosed and thereby

… Continued on Page F127

❦  F R O M  T H E  C O R N E R  ❦

Dutch

Anthropic's filing puts the operating loss at eighty billion dol-

lars, ten times the figure in its own September draft, and its

seven founders come out of that difference headed for bil-

lionaire status. That is not a company bleeding money; that

is a transfer, priced in the filing, with a public benefit fund

pinned to the front of it like a receipt for change. The filing

sells growth, so the growth needs data, so on Monday the

model went past a paywall to Georgia's vote counts —

which means the lock on the drawer holding the count

your own ballot went into was a subscription somebody

forgot to renew.

⁂

On Anthropic's seven founders near billionaire status on a loss that

grew tenfold in 27 days — the column, by Sterling

Justice Department counts $2
billion in healthcare fraud,
charges zero algorithms
deciding seniors' care
B Y  RUTH

The Money Desk

In September, a nonprofit

called Americans for

Responsible Innovation

opened a fifty-state campaign

for rules on artificial intelli-

gence, aimed at what it called

threats to workers, kids, and

families. Three weeks later,

on October 1, the Hill carried

the counter-argument in an

op-ed: the federal govern-

ment had opened a new door

to obesity treatment, the GLP-

1 Bridge program, and six

hundred thousand Medicare

beneficiaries had walked

through it since July 1; keep

the door open, the piece

argued.

On October 20, ABC News

… Continued on Page H15

Senator accuses California of ballot
harvesting; Justice Department
files charges for registering to vote.
B Y  MITCH

Investigations

I read charging documents

for a living, which means I

spend a lot of my week being

more polite to the Justice

Department than it has

earned. This week it earned a

little.

Start with the calendar, be-

cause the calendar is the

whole story. On October 19th,

the department charged 28

green card holders in

California with fraudulently

registering to vote and casting

ballots — eleven of them ar-

rested, per the Guardian, the

Hill, and the Washington

Examiner, three different out-

lets filing the same number

inside two days. That same

… Continued on Page A222

I N V E S T I G A T I V E  R E P O R T I N G

THE BADGE DECIDES
Chapter 1: Bowllng

Picture a bowling alley. Not

yours, with the shoe counter

and the cheese fries, but a

quiet one, two lanes, in the

basement of the office build-

ing next door to the White

House. Now picture the

lights over those lanes, and

picture somebody deciding

they need replacing. That

decision has a number. It is

47PH5426C0023, and on the

federal government's own

spending ledger it reads, in

capital letters, exactly as

typed: "EEOB BOWLLNG

… Continued on the Investigative Reporting page
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Today

News, continued A2

The Wire A3

The Word W73

Finance F1

The Ledger F2

The Business Desk F3

T H E  W I R E

Every right or mainstream

headline answered before it

renders.

— this paper

S O U R C E D  O R

S I L E N T

Open any fold. Every claim

linked, every link dated.

— this paper

“
Groceries... an old-fash-

ioned word, but it sort of

says a bag with different

things in it.”
— D O NALD  T RUM P, TARIFF

RE M ARKS, APRIL 2025
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Trump likens Senate candidate to Flight 93 hijackers; his
commentariat reviews the delivery as pedal to the metal

By CHIP

STA F F  W R I T E R

“Melania Trump valiantly secures cease-fire in Ukrainian city on brink of humanitarian catastrophe”, 23 October 2026 ( PHOTO VI A N EW Y ORK POST — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  Trump compared a Muslim Senate candidate in Michigan to the Flight 93 hijackers and called for a Senate metal detector.

WHO GETS PAID.  Mike Rogers, the Republican running against him, whom the President calls a great American patriot.

WHAT SLIPS.  Voters in a close race are asked to judge a candidate by his religion instead of his record.

WHAT'S NEXT.  The only date left in the receipts is the Michigan race itself, after the first debate on October 9. The President has attacked El-Sayed three

times this month, and his own side's answer is that it is working.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

Let me start with the standings, because the

standings are the part the press keeps walking past.

Michigan is close. In a close race a President cam-

paigns, and campaigning means saying which can-

didate he likes. He likes Mike Rogers. He has been

clear about the other one.

The record starts in early October. The Hill car-

ried the post on October 8: Mohammed El-Sayed is a

terrible Candidate for the Dumocrats. The man's full

name is Abdulrahman Mohamed El-Sayed, so the

middle name is a name he has, and I am not going to

apologize for accuracy. I have not once heard this

President reach past a candidate's first name when

the middle name was Edward. Strike that. I meant

the question has not come up, because the question

has not come up.…

…(cont) Then came the debate. October 9, The Hill

again: the President posted that Mike Rogers, the great

American Patriot and Republican Candidate for the U.S.

Senate, completely obliterated Mohammed El-Sayed.

Count the honorifics in that sentence. One man gets pa-

triot. One man gets a middle name he did not run under.

That is a style choice, and style is not policy.

Which brings us to the newest remarks, where the

President called El-Sayed a jihadist, said people like him

should never be allowed in the Senate, and said the

Senate would want a metal detector for him. A metal de-

tector is a routine security measure, and a routine secu-

rity measure applies to everyone who walks through it,

which is the whole principle of a detector — it does not

have a name field. Did I say that? That doesn't sound

like me.

And then he compared the man to the hijackers who

took United Flight 93. El-Sayed answered. Senator

Sanders answered. A supporter who was with us in 2024

answered. Three answers, which the press is calling

backlash and I am calling engagement.

So on Sunday a Washington Examiner columnist

went on Fox's weekend show and delivered the assess-

ment. Pedal to the metal. His words. Pedal to the metal,

as far as painting El-Sayed as a danger to the Senate.

Painting. That is the defense the movement filed — not

that the comparison is true, but that the pace is good.

That is the official line, and the official line is that it is

working.

E A R L I E R  I N  T H I S  S T O RY

T H E  R E C E I P T S

Melania Trump valiantly secures cease-fire in Ukrainian city on brink of humanitarian catastrophe

Melania Trump's cease-fire lets 2,000 evacuate Russian-occupied Oleshky
New York Post RIGHT § 09:47 EDT

Melania Trump negotiated a localized cease-fire in Oleshky starting Oct. 29, 2026, to help evacuate up to 2,000 residents and deliver

aid.

Melania Trump secures "temporary ceasefire" in Ukrainian city
CBS News MAINSTREAM § 22:12 EDT

First lady Melania Trump's office says she secured a localized ceasefire for the Russian-occupied Ukrainian city of Oleshky.

'We're done': Ukraine resumes strikes on Russian oil refineries as 'only leverage' for peace talks
France 24 MAINSTREAM § 12:14 EDT

Delano D'Souza is pleased to welcome Peter Zalmayev, Founder and Director of the Eurasia Democracy Initiative, LIVE from Kyiv. As

Zelensky declares Ukraine "done" with Trump's self-declared energy ceasefire and resumes strikes on Russian oil refineries, Zalmayev

warns: "When you talk about the energy ceasefire, it presupposes two to be…

Trump Calls for Metal Detector in Senate for El-Sayed in New Islamophobic Remark
Truthout § 16:10 EDT

Trump called El-Sayed a “jihadist” and said people like him should never be allowed in the Senate.

But: "I'll meet with Putin. I'll meet with Zelensky... And within 24 hours, that war will be settled" - Trump, 10 May 2023;

CNN counted 53 such promises CNN fact check, 25 April 2025 (all 53 instances)

Witkoff lauds 'humanitarian' Putin as Russia releases detained American

ABC News MAINSTREAM § 07:39 EDT

President Donald Trump's special envoy Steve Witkoff landed in the Russian city of St. Petersburg on Wednesday morning, a

Kremlin aide confirmed.

Russia frees retired US schoolteacher Stephen Hubbard
RTÉ MAINSTREAM § 09:34 EDT

Stephen Hubbard, a 74-year-old retired US schoolteacher in Russian custody since 2022, was freed from prison today and taken to St

Petersburg's Pulkovo airport, President of Russia Vladimir Putin said.

Russia and Ukraine ready to resume trilateral talks with the US
Le Monde MAINSTREAM § 23:48 EDT

Kremlin aide Yuri Ushakov told reporters on Wednesday that Russia was 'in principle, ready to resume' the talks in mid-November,

following a meeting between Russian President Vladimir Putin and US envoy Steve Witkoff in Saint Petersburg. Ukraine quickly

backed the proposal.

But: Trump promised to settle the Ukraine war within 24 hours of meeting Putin and Zelensky - CNN counted 53 separate

times he made that promise CNN fact check, 25 April 2025 (all 53 instances)

Peter Zalmayev: 'Ukraine was showing all sorts of cards that Trump took away and gave to Putin'

France 24 MAINSTREAM § 10:44 EDT

Angela Diffley is pleased to welcome Peter Zalmayev, Founder and Director of the Eurasia Democracy Initiative, LIVE from Kyiv.

And he warns, "I'm seeing, I'm smelling a Yalta II. I'm smelling another Munich (1938), where we're seeing appeasement of the

aggressor." Ukraine faces the possibility that its sovereignty and security could…

But: Trump promised to personally settle the Russia-Ukraine war within 24 hours - on 53 separate occasions CNN fact check, 25 April

2025 (all 53 instances)

Melania Trump brokers localized Russia-Ukraine ceasefire, White House says

The Hill MAINSTREAM § 11:02 EDT

First lady Melania Trump has secured a localized ceasefire between Russia and Ukraine in the front-line city of Oleshky, the White

House said in a press release Friday morning. The ceasefire will begin Thursday with both nations agreeing to temporarily stop all

military action in the city “to allow for humanitarian aid to enter and...

‘Pedal to the metal’: Joe Concha says Trump is all out in painting el Sayed as a danger to the Senate
Washington Examiner RIGHT § 15:48 EDT

Washington Examiner columnist Joe Concha discusses President Donald Trump comparing Abdul el Sayed to the hijackers who took

over United Flight 93 during the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. “He’s going pedal to the metal at this point,”

But: "I'll meet with Putin. I'll meet with Zelensky... And within 24 hours, that war will be settled" - Trump, CNN town hall, 10

May 2023. CNN counted 53 separate occasions he promised it. CNN fact check, 25 April 2025 (all 53 instances)

War in Ukraine: Europe stands united behind Kyiv but must revisit how to finance its support

Le Monde MAINSTREAM § 19:25 EDT

Invited to the European leaders' summit in Brussels on Friday, Volodymyr Zelensky, weakened by what he called the 'betrayal' of

Donald Trump, asked his allies for an additional €70 billion in aid for the year 2027.

Trump waiving sanctions 'rewards' Putin, says Zelensky

Trump waived the Russia sanctions he signed into law last month
RTÉ MAINSTREAM § 23:20 EDT

Ukraine's Volodymyr Zelensky has said that US President Donald Trump's decision to waive Russian sanctions only "rewards"

Vladimir Putin.

But: "I'll meet with Putin. I'll meet with Zelensky... within 24 hours, that war will be settled" - Trump promised this 53 separate

times, CNN counted CNN fact check, 25 April 2025 (all 53 instances)

Melania Trump says she’s secured ceasefire between Russia and Ukraine in Oleshky

Washington Examiner RIGHT § 10:36 EDT

First lady Melania Trump said Friday that she helped broker a temporary ceasefire on one front of the war between Russia and

Ukraine. The limited break in fighting will begin Thursday, according to the White House, and will be limited to the region of

Olenshky in southern Ukraine. Both Ukraine and Russia have agreed to […]

Russia bombards Kyiv with missiles hours after agreeing to resume talks with Ukraine
The Guardian MAINSTREAM § 11:46 EDT

Experts say Russia is trying to destroy energy infrastructure before winter and US ‘appeasement and flattery’ will not achieve peace

Russia has carried out a massive “demonstrative” attack on Ukraine, bombarding Kyiv with ballistic missiles just hours after Vladimir

Putin said he had agreed to resume trilateral negotiations after talks…

Trump faces backlash after invoking 9/11 in verbal assault on El-Sayed

Even a 2024 Trump supporter condemns his 9/11 attack on El-Sayed
BBC News MAINSTREAM § 16:41 EDT

The Democrat himself has hit back, as has Senator Bernie Sanders and a key Trump supporter from 2024.

But: Trump promised to settle the Ukraine war within 24 hours - CNN counted 53 separate occasions he said it CNN fact check, 25

April 2025 (all 53 instances)

White House says Melania Trump brokered truce for Ukraine city 'on brink of disaster'

BBC News MAINSTREAM § 03:17 EDT

Ukraine and Russia confirm the truce in Russian-occupied Oleshky, where residents have had to eat garden weeds to survive.

But: Trump promised 53 separate times he'd settle the Ukraine war within 24 hours CNN fact check, 25 April 2025 (all 53 instances)

Trump’s diesel deal derailed Ukraine-Russia peace progress, says Czech president

The Hill MAINSTREAM § 16:46 EDT

Czech President Petr Pavel on Tuesday said President Trump's diesel deal with Russia derailed peace talks between the Kremlin and

Ukraine, saying both sides were "so close" to a ceasefire. "It will be much harder now," Pavel told the Axel Springer Global Reporters

Network, which includes Politico. "Russia uses this momentum to get out…

· Trump rips El-Sayed after Michigan Senate debate from the morgue, 9 Oct 2026

· Schumer blasts Trump's 'bigoted bulls‑‑‑' on El-Sayed from the morgue, 8 Oct 2026

· Trump calls El-Sayed a 'terrible candidate' from the morgue, 8 Oct 2026

· Trump announces immediate ‘energy ceasefire’ between Russia and Ukraine from the morgue, 11 Oct 2026

· Zelenskyy blindsided after Trump announces ‘energy ceasefire’ in Ukraine war from the morgue, 12 Oct 2026

· Russia still hitting Ukrainian energy sites despite Trump claim of ceasefire, Zelensky says from the morgue, 12 Oct 2026

· Trump calls Ukraine’s renewed strikes on Russian oil refineries a ‘disgrace’ from the morgue, 16 Oct 2026

· Zelenskyy vows to retaliate if Russian strikes on Ukraine’s power grid continue from the morgue, 12 Oct 2026

· Zelensky unleashes on Trump as Russia diesel deal rallies Ukraine’s supporters from the morgue, 12 Oct 2026

· Zelensky unleashes on Trump over Russia diesel deal from the morgue, 13 Oct 2026

· Zelensky shrugs off Trump’s call for him to be replaced from the morgue, 11 Oct 2026

· US gave us no warning of Russian strikes on Kyiv power plants, Zelenskyy says from the morgue, 19 Oct 2026

· Putin orders release of jailed American as he meets Trump envoy for Ukraine talks from the morgue, 22 Oct 2026

· Former U.S. ambassador says Putin is a war criminal, calls Witkoff's comment "fatuous" from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Russia frees US citizen Stephen Hubbard, state media reports from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· The Guardian view on Trump and Putin: Ukraine’s future is not theirs to bargain away from the morgue, 19 Oct 2026

· Putin proposing summit with Trump, Xi in push to end Ukraine war: WSJ from the morgue, 19 Oct 2026

· Witkoff says he hopes Ukraine included in U.S., Russia talks from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Zelensky says he'd be open to freezing front lines to end Russia war from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Democrats call for investigation into Musk over reported Starlink slowdown order from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Ukraine's Zelenskyy open to freezing front lines in ceasefire with Russia from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Putin agrees to trilateral talks with Ukraine, US to end war from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Ukraine’s Zelensky says he’d accept peace deal with Russia that ‘freezes’ front lines: ‘Real way to end war’ from the

morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Trump says Ukraine and Russia have agreed to energy target ceasefire from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

· Rep. Turner calls for congressional probe into Starlink slowdown that disrupted Ukraine drones from the morgue, 18

Oct 2026

· Throttling of Ukraine's Starlink Access Heightens Concerns Over Government Reliance on Elon Musk from the

morgue, 14 Oct 2026

· Russia Releases American Stephen Hubbard From Prison, State Media Reports from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Witkoff blasted for calling Putin a "humanitarian" from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Witkoff calling Putin a humanitarian is "cringeworthy," former U.S. ambassador says from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Witkoff faces backlash after calling Putin a 'humanitarian' from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Trump envoy Steve Witkoff praises Putin as ‘humanitarian’ as Ukraine peace talks hang in the balance from the

morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Stephen Hubbard released by Russia after years in prison from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Editor Daily Rundown: Russia Releases American Prisoner Without A Swap from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Who Is Stephen James Hubbard, the American Released From Russian Jail? from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Live updates: Trump lauds Russia's release of American; Vance to campaign with Ramaswamy in Ohio from the

morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· American Stephen Hubbard released by Russia, Trump confirms from the morgue, 22 Oct 2026

· Trump: Implementing Russia sanctions would have halted Stephen Hubbard release talks from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· Pence calls on Trump to restore sanctions, scrap Russia diesel deal from the morgue, 18 Oct 2026

· Sen. Graham on Trump waiving Russia sanctions: ‘I look forward to talking to him’ from the morgue, 18 Oct 2026

· Trump and Putin held call over Witkoff-Kushner meeting and state of Ukraine war, Russia says from the morgue, 8 Sep

2026

· Trump Offers Putin Economic Relief in Hopes That Russia Will Return the Favor from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

· Graham Breaks With Trump Over Russia Sanctions Law Her Brother Championed from the morgue, 18 Oct 2026

· Easing sanctions on Russia only helps fund Putin’s killing machine from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

· Massie offers rare praise for Trump on waiving Lindsey Graham’s Russia sanctions from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

· U.S. Floats Lifeline to Russia: Allowing More Gas Sales to Europe from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

· Schumer: 'Trump just gave Putin the best birthday gift he’ll get this year' from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

· Trump signs Russia sanctions bill named after Lindsey Graham from the morgue, 19 Sep 2026

· Tillis says Trump's Russia deal 'is tarnishing Lindsey Graham's efforts' at sanctions from the morgue, 11 Oct 2026

· Zelensky says US-Russia diesel deal is a 'birthday gift' to Putin to 'kill us, kill our children' from the morgue, 11 Oct 2026

· Zelensky on Trump waiving Russia sanctions: 'This Act could have helped enormously' from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

· Zelensky blasts ‘unfortunate’ decision to pause Russia sanctions as Moscow hits power plants from the morgue, 17 Oct

2026

· GOP lawmakers bash Trump's decision to waive Russia sanctions: 'Beyond irresponsible' from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

· Trump waives several Russia sanctions as row with Zelensky intensifies from the morgue, 18 Oct 2026

· Lawmakers in bipartisan statement push back on Trump over Russian oil from the morgue, 11 Oct 2026

· Zelensky bashes Trump over diesel deal with Russia from the morgue, 10 Oct 2026

· Trump rips Zelensky amid Russia diesel deal feud: 'I suggest they get a new leader' from the morgue, 10 Oct 2026

· Europe blasts Russian finance minister's attendance at Asheville G20 from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

· Trump Signs Order Exempting Russia From Sanctions Legislation from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

· Trump waives tariffs on largest buyers of Russian oil from the morgue, 18 Oct 2026

· Trump waives Russia sanctions ordered by law named for Lindsey Graham from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

· Trump puts new Russia sanctions passed by Congress on hold amid deepening row with Ukraine from the morgue, 17

Oct 2026

· Trump doubles down after waiving new Russia sanctions, calling it a ‘very good decision’ from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

· Trump says Russia will export diesel, lifts sanctions from the morgue, 9 Oct 2026

· Trump rips into Volodymyr Zelensky — insisting it’s time for Ukraine to ‘get a new president’ from the morgue, 10 Oct

2026

· Ukraine hit by deadly Russian strikes as ‘thanks’ for Trump diesel deal, Zelenskyy says from the morgue, 10 Oct 2026

· Trump calls for Ukraine to replace Zelenskyy after clash over Russia diesel deal: 'Get a new president' from the

morgue, 10 Oct 2026

· Rebuking Ukraine Over Oil Strikes, Trump Says It Should ‘Get a New President’ from the morgue, 10 Oct 2026

· 'Time for Ukraine to get new president,' says Trump after Zelensky condemns diesel deal from the morgue, 11 Oct 2026

· Trump says Ukraine needs new president, blames Zelenskyy for diesel prices from the morgue, 11 Oct 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.

“The defense here isn't that El-Sayed is dangerous

— it's that calling him dangerous is working,

which means a man's religion is being run as a

campaign plank in a close Senate race. The

President won't use the name the guy is on the

ballot under, he reaches past it for the middle

one, and his own commentariat grades the

hijacker comparison on tempo, like footwork.

Michigan is about to tell every campaign in this

country whether that pays.”

— Sal

“Look, a metal detector is a neutral security
device, it applies to everyone who walks through
— did I say that? What I'm saying is the President
used the man's actual middle name, which is
accuracy, and accuracy is not an attack. And our
columnist said pedal to the metal, which is a
compliment about effort, not about the Flight 93
part, and I'd point out he never defended the
Flight 93 part. I'm not nervous. You're nervous.”
— Chip

White House credits Ukraine's third ceasefire of the month to the Russia sanctions it waived

the week before By Chip · the evening edition, 25 October 2026

—
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ICE posts its highest custody death count in more than a decade;
California's own report blames medical neglect.

By TH E  W RE CKI NG CRE W

T H E  R E M E DY  D E SK

“Immigrant’s Death in Abusive Georgia ICE Facility Reignites Call for Its Closure”, 26 October 2026 ( PHOTO VI A TRUTHOUT — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  A man detained by ICE died at the agency's Folkston, Georgia facility, where detainees have been refusing food.

WHO GETS PAID.  GEO Group, the private prison company paid to operate Adelanto, and the private operator paid to run the Folkston jail.

WHAT SLIPS.  The agency wrote the detention standards it is measured by, so what the public learns about these places comes from lawsuits, a state

report and a film crew instead of an inspector.

WHAT'S NEXT.  Of the three states, only the Texas camp has a case in front of a court, filed 16 October. The Georgia hunger strike passed two weeks this

week with the facility still holding people.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

Start with the standards. The agency that runs

these facilities wrote the detention standards it is

measured against — medical care, food, sanitation,

the whole conditions list — and this month three

states' worth of paper says the standards are not be-

ing run. Nothing to invent. Nothing to pass. A docu-

ment exists, and it is not being used.

Open on 7 October. Advocates and family mem-

bers estimated at least 73 people inside the privately

run immigration jail at Folkston, Georgia had

stopped eating, protesting prolonged detention and

the facility's violations. A hunger strike is a condi-

tions report filed by the only people with standing to

file one, in the only currency they have.…

…(cont) 8 October, the next beat: children held in

record numbers, sometimes alone, in places where

lawyers and family cannot find them. At the Dilley pro-

cessing center in Texas, lawyers filed complaints about

contaminated food; Dilley held the five-year-old whom

immigration officers arrested in January in a blue bunny

hat and a Spider-Man backpack, and celebrities called

for the place to be closed. Mark the shape. The com-

plaint goes to the agency. The call to shut the building

goes out on television.

16 October. A court filing tells a court that people at

Camp East Montana, the desert detention camp on the

Fort Bliss base in west Texas, face a risk of serious injury

or death: physical abuse by guards, filthy living condi-

tions, disease outbreaks. Same complaint. Second state.

This one with a docket number.

23 October. Fault Lines investigated the deaths at

California's Adelanto Processing Center, operated by the

private prison company GEO Group. At least 59 people

have died in ICE custody since the start of this term, the

highest number in more than a decade; many of those

deaths are linked to medical neglect, four of the five re-

cent Adelanto deaths among them, according to the

state attorney general's 2026 report. Third state.

Today, Folkston again. Luis Sandoval died there, in

the facility the hunger strike has been aimed at for over

two weeks.

Now the parts list, because the planner likes this

one. The spec sheet is the agency's own standards. The

finding of fact is written already, by a state attorney gen-

eral. The venue is open already — the Texas filing of 16

October, before a court that can be asked to order condi-

tions fixed. The public record is a documentary and a

strike, both dated. The pilot's job is to carry a decade-

high death count into the one courtroom that already

has a camp on its calendar.

Assembled, bolted, sitting on the bench. Whether it

turns over is the reader's call.

❦  F R O M  T H E  C O R N E R  ❦

Du t c h

At least 59 people have died in ICE custody since this term began, and the detention standards those facilities are judged against were written by the agency

that runs them. That isn't oversight, that's a school printing its own report card and filing it in its own drawer. Because the agency grades itself, the

only conditions report anyone outside ever sees comes from a lawyer's complaint or from 73 people who stop eating, which is why the arrest of a five-

year-old reaches you as somebody's phone video instead of an inspector's finding, and why the Spider-Man backpack hanging on the hook by your

back door is the same backpack a kid was wearing when officers took him in January.

E A R L I E R  I N  T H I S  S T O RY

T H E  R E C E I P T S

"Dying in Detention": Al Jazeera Investigates Immigrant Deaths in California's Adelanto ICE Jail

GEO Group made over $1 billion from ICE jails, gave Trump $1 million - 59 died in custody
Democracy Now! § 08:46 EDT

At least 59 people have died in ICE custody since the start of President Donald Trump’s second term, the highest number in more

than a decade. Many deaths have been linked to medical neglect, including four of five recent deaths at California’s Adelanto

Processing Center, according to a 2026 report by the state attorney general. Al…

Immigrant’s Death in Abusive Georgia ICE Facility Reignites Call for Its Closure

ICE's Folkston facility has a death and a two-week hunger strike. It's still open.
Truthout § 17:29 EDT

Luis Sandoval was detained in a Folkston ICE center, where a hunger strike has been ongoing for over 2 weeks.

· Detained immigrants at Georgia ICE facility launch mass hunger strike from the morgue, 7 Oct 2026

· ‘Unsafe’ conditions at Texas ICE facility put immigrants at risk of injury or death, lawsuit says from the morgue, 16 Oct

2026

· ‘Chaos and cruelty’: the kids trapped in Trump’s immigration enforcement campaign from the morgue, 8 Oct 2026

· Experts alarmed by ‘less transparent’ CDC as US measles deaths rise from the morgue, 22 Oct 2026

· CDC to send ‘disease detective’ to help tackle Pennsylvania measles outbreak from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

· CDC omits Pennsylvania measles deaths from weekly update pending review from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

· Pennsylvania announces sixth death in measles outbreak as case numbers rise from the morgue, 13 Oct 2026

· "Secretary of Measlesland": Dr. Paul Offit Slams RFK Jr.'s Handling of Deadly Measles Outbreak from the morgue, 23 Sep

2026

· ABC News Issues Correction After Appearing To Quietly Delete Story About Don Jr’s Business Dealings from the

morgue, 10 Oct 2026

· ABC News quietly republishes gutted version of story on Trump sons it had deleted without explanation from the

morgue, 10 Oct 2026

· GOP senator calls for subpoenaing Donald Trump Jr. and Hunter Biden over their business dealings from the morgue,

22 Sep 2026

· Republican senator calls for Don Jr. and Hunter Biden to be subpoenaed over business dealings from the morgue, 22

Sep 2026

· GOP Sen. John Curtis calls for Trump Jr., Hunter Biden investigations from the morgue, 22 Sep 2026

· Is Trump’s son-in-law and top negotiator a midterm liability for Republicans? from the morgue, 7 Oct 2026

· Companies Backed by Trump Sons Have Scored Over $6 Billion in Pentagon Contracts: Analysis from the morgue, 7

Oct 2026

· Coalition Files Emergency Motion to Stop Trump FCC From Unleashing Media Consolidation Spree from the morgue,

10 Oct 2026

· White House Claims in Court Filing That Press Coverage of Trump Is a 'Privilege,' Not a Right from the morgue, 23 Sep

2026

· 'Dangerous for Democracy': Paramount Merger Opponents File Emergency Motion to Fight Settlement Deal from

the morgue, 24 Sep 2026

· Trump-Appointed Judge Orders President to Restore White House Access to CNN, MS NOW, and Politico from the

morgue, 24 Sep 2026

· With Elon Musk’s Return to Washington, Possible Conflicts of Interest Resurface from the morgue, 3 Oct 2026

· Hegseth puts the future of warfare in the hands of major Maga donors from the morgue, 1 Oct 2026

· Pete Hegseth appoints Elon Musk to US taskforce on future of warfare from the morgue, 30 Sep 2026

· Elon Musk boosts GOP spending advantage with return as 2026 juggernaut from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

· An Elon Musk insider shares what he found in Washington — and it should terrify you from the morgue, 22 Sep 2026

· Trump Accord Enshrines Light-Touch Regulation of AI from the morgue, 3 Oct 2026

· Trump says tech CEOs signed ‘morally binding’ document to self-regulate artificial intelligence from the morgue, 29

Sep 2026

· READ IN FULL: Trump and tech leaders’ White House Accord on Super Intelligence from the morgue, 29 Sep 2026

· Soaring diesel prices take their toll on US farmers in midwest corn belt from the morgue, 3 Oct 2026

· Inflation Could Soon ‘Get a Lot More Painful’ as Trump’s Iran War Drives Diesel Over $6 a Gallon from the morgue, 11

Sep 2026

· 'Can't Message That Away': GOP Frets as Trump Administration Desperately Spins Record-High Diesel Prices from the

morgue, 5 Sep 2026

· 'Trump Did It!': At $5.85 a Gallon, Diesel Price Hits All-Time High in US Thanks to War on Iran from the morgue, 4 Sep

2026

· States take matters into their own hands to curb record-high diesel prices from the morgue, 29 Sep 2026

· U.N. experts say U.S. may have committed war crimes with 2 Iran strikes from the morgue, 22 Sep 2026

· Trump Says 'Big Decision' Coming on Whether to 'Annihilate' Iran from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

· Pentagon No. 3 frustrates senators in closed-door briefing on Iran war, Trump defense strategy from the morgue, 17

Sep 2026

· Senate Democrats, minus Fetterman, urge Hegseth to provide receipt for Iran war costs from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

· Hegseth on "devastation" to Iran's capabilities from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· Trump admits Iran war will not end before midterms from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

· Iran War Trump Said Would Be Quick Has Now Lasted 6 Months With 'No End In Sight' from the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

· CBO Finds Trump's Iran War Has Already Cost Nearly $40 Billion—And That's a 'Conservative' Estimate from the

morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Tillis supports Hegseth impeachment resolution: 'He needs to go' from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

· Massie Files Impeachment Articles Against Hegseth for Illegal Iran War, Boat Murders from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Massie launches effort to impeach Hegseth from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Tillis urges Trump to fire Hegseth over 'inept management' of military from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

· Tillis renews calls for Hegseth’s firing after Driscoll’s departure: ‘I have never witnessed more inept management’

from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

· Farmer who voted for Trump says farmers are "all just in survival mode" from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

· Farmer who voted for Trump says "I can't stay in business" amid rising costs from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

· Massie says he’s convinced enough Republicans to pass Epstein Files II discharge petition from the morgue, 18 Sep 2026

· Massie names Epstein 'coconspirators,' discusses new Epstein files legislation from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

· Read Thomas Massie’s eight impeachment charges against Pete Hegseth from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

· Fake Republican midterm convention site still redirects to Epstein files from the morgue, 7 Sep 2026

· Trump says he has a ‘big decision’ coming up on Iran: ‘Do I want to go in and annihilate them’ from the morgue, 17 Sep

2026

· Fox News Poll: 71% think Trump administration lacks plan to end Iran war from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

· Iran recently downed at least 2 American drones, officials say from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

· Big Oil Stocks Surged Due to Iran War—and New Filings Show How President Trump Cashed In from the morgue, 27

Aug 2026

· Live updates: Energy secretary downplays rising gas prices as US, Iran trade strikes from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

· U.S. Strike on Iranian School May Have Been War Crime, U.N. Report Says from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

· UN Inquiry Finds US Strike on Minab, Iran That Killed 123 Children Was War Crime from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

· UN investigators conclude ‘reasonable grounds’ to believe certain US strikes in Iran were war crimes from the

morgue, 17 Sep 2026

· UN Suspects US War Crimes in Iran from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

· US Condemned for 'War Crimes' After Bombing of Wedding Party in Iran from the morgue, 2 Sep 2026

· US investigating if missile hit Iranian wedding ceremony, killing 4 from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

· Trump says he has a ‘big decision coming up’ on Iran from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

· White House issues explosive response to UN-backed report claiming US committed war crimes against world’s

No.1 sponsor of terror, Iran from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

· Human rights experts: 'Reasonable grounds' to believe US committed war crimes with Iran strikes from the morgue, 17

Sep 2026

· US Energy Consumers Have Spent $121 Billion Extra Since Trump Launched Iran War: Moody's from the morgue, 17

Sep 2026

· Iran downed at least 2 American drones in recent days, U.S. officials say from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

· Iran: Account of US Air Force colonel's rescue 'fictional' from the morgue, 17 Sep 2026

· Consumer Burden of Trump Iran War Exceeds $100 Billion as Oil Prices Pass $100 a Barrel from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

· 'A Serious and Alarming Threat': US Bombing, Blockade Deepen Iran Medical Crisis from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

· Consumer Confidence Hits Lowest Level in Months as US Faces 'Trump's Reckless Tariffs and War With Iran' from the

morgue, 25 Aug 2026

· U.S. Air Force officer rescued from Iran speaks for the first time to 60 Minutes from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

· Rep. Thomas Massie forcing vote on Pete Hegseth's impeachment from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

· Did Johnson Just Adjourn Congress for 7 Weeks to Avoid Massie's Impeachment Articles Against Hegseth? from the

morgue, 16 Sep 2026

· The Hitchhiker’s Guide to Massie saying Johnson is sending the House home early to prevent Hegseth

impeachment from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

· ‘You’re Elected to Fight and Kill the Other Side’: How Congress Lost Its Way from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

· Army combat veteran challenging Mike Lawler calls Hegseth national security 'hazard,' backs impeachment from

the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

· Former Air Force secretary says he 'couldn't serve' in Trump administration from the morgue, 6 Sep 2026

· Former Air Force secretary: Hegseth's Pentagon 'dysfunctional' from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026

· House Republicans split over leaving Washington early for campaign trail from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

· Since 2025, Trump Made More Stock Trades Than All 535 Congress Members Combined from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

· Fossil Fuel Advertising Contracts Hit Record High as Big Oil Pockets Billions From Iran War from the morgue, 16 Sep

2026

· 'How are we gonna get through this?' Many Americans are struggling as prices rise from the morgue, 16 Sep 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.

“Three states, one month, the same complaint

about the same agency — and the rulebook they're

breaking is the rulebook they wrote. Fifty-nine

people dead in custody since this term started,

the most in over a decade, and the only inspectors

who filed anything were seventy-three people

who quit eating and a state attorney general with a

report nobody acted on. When the outfit grades its

own kitchen and its own infirmary, the grade is

whatever it needs to be, and a man in Folkston

paid the difference.”

— Sal

“Look, these are standards, they're not statutes,
and a standard is aspirational — that's what the
word means, more or less. The attorney general's
report is a state document about a facility under a
federal contract, so you're really talking about two
different filing systems, which is not the same as a
problem. Did I say that? That doesn't sound like
me; what I said was that the agency has standards
at all, which is more than the people filing
lawsuits have.”

— Chip

ICE deleted the reviews that could explain its deaths, then confirmed the 60th in custody. By

Mitch · the afternoon edition, 25 October 2026

—

A county coroner confirmed the measles death; the federal agency that certified measles

eliminated in 2000 has called the cause under investigation since 1 September. By The Wrecking

Crew · the evening edition, 25 October 2026

—
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T H E  L E D G E R

Fraud tip reward goes from $30,000 to $1 million in six days;
funding source unchanged at blank

By RUTH

T H E  M O N E Y  D E SK

“Trump offers $1M for voter fraud reports 8 days before midterms, suggests Brazil election ‘rigged’”, 26 October 2026 ( PHOTO VI A N EW Y ORK POST — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  The president offered a $1 million reward for tips that lead to a voter fraud conviction.

WHO GETS PAID.  The president, who said he would be the arbitrator deciding who gets paid.

WHAT SLIPS.  Who collects is decided by the president rather than a court, and no one has named the account the money comes from.

WHAT'S NEXT.  If the figure holds with no account behind it, expect a big number and small receipts; that is what Washington got on 24 November 2025,

when the efficiency office shut down claiming $214 billion saved while outside counts found as little as $1.4 billion.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

The price on the twentieth of October was thirty

thousand dollars. That is the Fraud Whistleblower

Incentive Program, announced by the president and

the vice president, who runs the fraud task force: a

twenty-five-million-dollar fund paying tipsters up to

thirty thousand apiece for information leading to a

federal conviction. The Hill reports the award as a

one percent commission, and does not say one per-

cent of what. If the base is what the tip recovers —

my arithmetic, not The Hill's — the thirty-thousand

ceiling is reached at a three-million-dollar fraud,

and a hundred-million-dollar fraud also pays thirty

thousand. Caps do what caps do.

The office that sets the award and the office that

approves the award, on that account, are the same

chair.…

…(cont) On Monday the price was a million dollars.

Anybody reporting voter fraud in past elections or in the

2026 midterms, the president wrote, will be paid

$1,000,000, on conviction, eight days before the polls

close on the third of November. Thirty thousand to a

million is thirty-three times the earlier figure, six days

later.

Out of which account, I could not tell you, and nei-

ther can the wires. France 24 reports no details of how

the reward would be funded or administered. ABC re-

ports it is not clear where the money would come from.

The Washington Examiner reports that the administra-

tion will pay out. That is a payer, not an account. "The

administration" is a building, not a line item, and the

blank is the only entry in this program that has held still

all week.

Set Monday's price against the other program's fund

— and I mark that plainly, because nothing in Monday's

announcement names the whistleblower fund, or any

fund at all: twenty-five million dollars, at a million dol-

lars a conviction, buys twenty-five convictions, nation-

wide, in total.

What comes before the third is the offer. France 24

notes the offer follows the president's repeated false

claims that he won the 2020 election. The New York Post

notes he also said the Brazilian election, which Lula

won for a fourth term, "looked so corrupt, so terrible,"

and called a two-hour voting extension "very strange."

So the ledger reads: a figure, an arbitrator, and no ac-

count. Tips cost nothing to take in. Eight days, hon.

E A R L I E R  I N  T H I S  S T O RY

T H E  R E C E I P T S

Trump offers $1M for voter fraud reports 8 days before midterms, suggests Brazil election ‘rigged’
New York Post RIGHT § 16:27 EDT

Trump also said that the Brazilian election, in which President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva won a fourth term, "looked so corrupt, so

terrible" while calling a two-hour voting extension "very strange."

Trump offers $1 million reward for tips resulting in voter fraud convictions

Trump's $1 million fraud bounty equals a year of school supplies for 1,100 teachers
Washington Examiner RIGHT § 16:52 EDT

President Donald Trump said Monday that the administration will pay out $1 million to tipsters who report cases of voter fraud

that result in convictions, just one week before the polls close in the 2026 midterm elections. “Anybody reporting Voter Fraud in the

past Elections, or the upcoming 2026 Midterm Election, will be paid $1,000,000…

Trump offers $1M reward for people who report voter fraud in past, upcoming elections

He won't say where the $1M reward comes from. His ballroom's price already doubled to $400 million.
ABC News MAINSTREAM § 16:29 EDT

It is not clear where the money for this reward would come from.

Trump offers $1 million for tipoffs leading to vote fraud conviction as midterms approach

Trump pledges $1 million for fraud tips but won't say who pays it, after years of unproven 2020 claims.
France 24 MAINSTREAM § 17:17 EDT

US President Donald Trump on Monday pledged a $1 million reward for information on voter fraud leading to conviction ahead of

the upcoming 2026 US midterms on November 3. The president gave no details of how the reward would be funded or

administered. The comments follow his repeated false claims that he won the 2020 presidential…

· Vance, Trump to offer up to $30K bounty for tips that convict fraudsters in $25M whistleblower fund from the morgue,

20 Oct 2026

· Trump, Vance offer 1 percent commission for fraud whistleblowers from the morgue, 20 Oct 2026

· Trump suggests he could be ‘arbitrator’ in DoJ anti-fraud whistleblower scheme from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.

“A million bucks a head and nobody can name the

checking account — that's not a reward program,

that's an advertisement, and the thing it's

advertising is that your neighbor's ballot is worth

money to somebody. Six days earlier the going

rate was thirty grand, and the same week the man

says he'll be the one deciding who gets paid. The

payouts land after the trials, the trials land after

November third, and the suspicion lands Tuesday

— which is the only part of this they actually

needed delivered on time.”

— Sal

“Look, a reward for convictions is a reward for
convictions — you have to be convicted, that's a
court, that's due process, so what's the complaint.
The funding? It's the administration, they said the
administration, you want a routing number on a
Monday? Did I say routing number? That doesn't
sound like me — the point is nobody's been paid
anything yet, which, if you think about it, is the
strongest fiscal discipline there is.”

— Chip

Anthropic's seven founders near billionaire status on a loss that grew tenfold in 27 days By

Sterling · the afternoon edition, 26 October 2026

—

Anthropic's $80 billion loss is ten times September's figure; its seven founders near billionaire

status. By Sterling · the morning edition, 26 October 2026

—
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Israel bars European lawmakers who came to watch the olive harvest
its settlers are burning; it votes Tuesday

By LOU

O N E  M O R E  Q UE ST I O N

“Israel Has Committed Genocidal Acts in Gaza Since Cease-Fire, U.N. Human Rights Panel Says”, 26 October 2026 ( PHOTO VI A THE N EW Y ORK TI MES — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  Israel barred five European lawmakers from entering the West Bank to watch the Palestinian olive harvest.

WHO GETS PAID.  Netanyahu's government, facing voters Tuesday, and the settlers who have been burning the groves.

WHAT SLIPS.  Outside witnesses lose their look at the West Bank the same week a UN commission accused Israel of crimes against humanity.

WHAT'S NEXT.  If the bar holds, the government is the only account of the harvest; that is what Washington got after 18 September 2026: passes for CNN,

MS NOW and Politico were disabled at the gate, and a judge's order to restore them still left those reporters outside.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

Before anybody votes tomorrow, could somebody

walk me through the paperwork? Not the politics —

I'm no good at politics. The paperwork. Somebody

sat down on Monday and turned five legislators

around at a bridge, and I would like to see how a

person does that, step by step, because I have never

done it.

I wrote the names down. It's in the raincoat —

hold on — no, that's the inspection sticker... ah, here.

"The Israeli government on Monday blocked a

group of European legislators seeking to observe the

olive harvest in the occupied West Bank." Clive

Lewis, British Labour. Lara Bird, Scottish National

Party. Kate Nevens, Scottish Green. Sam Tarry, for-

merly Labour. Josu Estarrona Elizondo, a Spanish

senator. Denied entry from Jordan. They had a date:

October 31st, the Qamar al-Balad Farm, in the vil-

lage of Farkha.…

…(cont) So walk me through the morning. They

come to the window with the passports. Somebody

takes them. Somebody checks something — a list, a

screen, a call to an office. Then somebody says no, and

somebody hands the passports back. How many people

is that, four? Does the one at the window know why, or

do they just read what comes up?

I ask because of the toll plaza on the way in. The one

in the booth has a job, and the job is not deciding. They

can't turn me back over my fan belt. Somebody in an of-

fice decided what that booth does and wrote it down,

and the booth does it. So I keep looking for the office.

And what were they coming to watch? Same page:

"Earlier this month, Israeli settlers attacked the farm

and attempted to burn its poultry shed before being re-

pelled by local residents." On the 16th, roughly 80

masked men came down on an olive grove near Abu

Falah, hurled rocks, torched the trees, and brutalized a

Washington Post journalist, Heidi Levine. Eighty men in

a grove, five legislators at a bridge, and the ones who

got stopped were the five. Which window did the eighty

come through?

The dates sit close together. On Friday the prime

minister's own statement — I copied it exact — ordered

the army to "immediately impose a lockdown on

Hebron and prepare for a full lockdown of the entire"

West Bank, after a gun battle that left two Palestinians

dead and at least five Israeli soldiers wounded, which

the statement blamed on Hamas. Since Friday, over

3,000 Palestinians have been displaced from their

homes in Hebron. And Monday — the same Monday as

the bridge — a UN-mandated commission filed nineteen

pages finding Israel has committed "war crimes and the

crimes against humanity of extermination, persecution,

torture, rape," and that genocidal acts continue in Gaza

after what the report calls the so-called ceasefire. Israel

condemned the report. Tuesday, they vote: the first elec-

tion since October 7th, 2023, with Likud trailing in the

polls.

Here's my trouble. In September the attorney general

moved the E1 settlement deadline past the election —

moved, not cancelled, and the finance minister fumed.

In August a rights monitor counted more than 11 mil-

lion tons of debris hauled out of Gaza, remains and evi-

dence likely in it. This month the army ran a surprise-at-

tack exercise big enough that an expert on the right's

own network reached back to the 1973 war. And the big

pro-Israel lobby, last week, turned out to be spending

millions without putting its own name on it. Each of

those took somebody at a desk with a form. Can you

walk me through who sat at which one?

Oh — excuse me, before you take your coat. One

word has been following me around since the bridge

and I apologize for circling back to it. That Friday state-

ment names everyone who ordered it: an emergency

meeting, the security cabinet, the top military advisors,

a post on social media. Is there a line anywhere on

tomorrow's ballot where a voter is asked about the full

lockdown?

❦  F R O M  T H E  C O R N E R  ❦

Du t c h

Israel turned five European lawmakers back at the Jordan crossing on Monday, four days before they were due at an olive farm in Farkha where settlers had al-

ready tried to burn the poultry shed. That is not border security; it is a padlock on the only door with a witness behind it. Bar the lawmakers and the

grove burns with no visitor standing in it holding a camera; with no camera, the nineteen pages the UN filed Monday are the whole record, and Israel's

government spent Monday calling that record false — so the version that loads on your phone tomorrow morning is the one written by the office that

decided who was allowed to look.

E A R L I E R  I N  T H I S  S T O RY

T H E  R E C E I P T S

But: The ICJ ordered Israel in January 2024 to "prevent the destruction and ensure the preservation of evidence" of alleged

genocide in Gaza ICJ provisional measures order, 26 January 2024 (via ASIL)

Israel Has Committed Genocidal Acts in Gaza Since Cease-Fire, U.N. Human Rights Panel Says

The New York Times MAINSTREAM § 16:30 EDT

The panel also accuses Israel of committing crimes against humanity in the West Bank. Israel condemned the report.

UN Report Details Israeli Crimes Against Humanity in Palestine, Including Extermination, Rape, and Torture

World Court ordered Israel to preserve genocide evidence in 2024. UN report: extermination, rape and
torture followed.
Common Dreams § 17:18 EDT

A United Nations-mandated commission of inquiry on Monday issued a report detailing Israeli crimes against humanity in the

occupied Palestinian territories, while also affirming that Israel's genocide continues in Gaza, despite a nominal yearlong ceasefire.

"Israel has committed war crimes and the crimes against humanity of…

Netanyahu Extends Assault on Hebron Ahead of Israel’s Elections

Netanyahu's forces displaced 3,000 Palestinians from Hebron in under a week.
Truthout § 17:04 EDT

Israeli forces have displaced over 3,000 Palestinians from their homes in the West Bank city of Hebron since Friday.

Israel Bars International Delegation From West Bank Amid Attacks on Palestinian Olive Harvesters
Common Dreams § 17:11 EDT

Amid international outcry over escalating settler terrorism against Palestinian farmers, the Israeli government on Monday blocked a

group of European legislators seeking to observe the olive harvest in the occupied West Bank. The group denied entry to the West

Bank from Jordan included British Labour Member of Parliament Clive Lewis…

'Act of Collective Punishment': Netanyahu Condemned Over 'Full Lockdown' of Occupied West Bank

Netanyahu orders full lockdown of the West Bank Israel illegally occupies
Common Dreams § 08:44 EDT

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Friday that he has ordered the Israel Defense Force to "immediately impose a lockdown

on Hebron and prepare for a full lockdown of the entire" illegally occupied West Bank following a gun battle that reportedly left

two Palestinians dead and at least five Israeli soldiers wounded. Following an…

Four things to know about the Israeli election
Washington Examiner RIGHT § 15:30 EDT

Israeli voters will cast their ballots on Tuesday in the nation’s first elections following the Oct. 7, 2023, terrorist attacks. Embroiled in a

multi-front conflict and facing historic unpopularity among its allies, the nation and its people are living in a drastically different

political landscape than three years ago.

· Netanyahu praises Trump's 'wicked sense of humor,' defends ironclad alliance ahead of historic Israel vote from the

morgue, 17 Oct 2026

· Israeli Settlers Brutally Beat Washington Post Journalist Heidi Levine While Attacking Palestinian Olive Farmers

from the morgue, 16 Oct 2026

· Israel clears evidence of Gaza genocide, rights group says from the morgue, 12 Aug 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.

“They stopped the people who came to watch —

not the eighty masked men who torched a grove

near Abu Falah and put hands on a Washington

Post journalist. That's the arrangement in one

sentence: the witnesses need a visa, the arsonists

need a ride. And tomorrow the country votes on

who governs it while 3,000 people displaced from

Hebron since Friday get no ballot and no door.”

— Sal

“Nobody was barred, entry was declined — there's
a difference, it's a security determination, that's
not my — did I say declined? That doesn't sound
like me. Look, a commission drops nineteen
pages the Monday before an election, which tells
you what the nineteen pages are for, and no, I
haven't read them, who's read them, that's not the
point, why are you writing that down?”

— Chip

Israel's army sealed the West Bank and ran its largest drill in years; neither was on Tuesday's

ballot By Sterling · the evening edition, 26 October 2026

—

The Supreme Court found ninety days enough room to run a voter-purge database and twelve

days too few to read a student ID. By Ruth · the evening edition, 25 October 2026

—
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Anthropic's seven founders near billionaire status on a loss that grew
tenfold in 27 days

By STERLING

T H E  O W N E R SH I P  D E SK

“Claude reportedly bypassed paywall to access Georgia voter data”, 26 October 2026 ( PHOTO VI A THE HI LL — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  Anthropic filed to go public and reported an operating loss far larger than the one in its own earlier draft.

WHO GETS PAID.  The company's seven founders and its investors, who get rich when the stock sells.

WHAT SLIPS.  The Federal Trade Commission is investigating consumer harm by asking executives to come talk, while the stock sale moves ahead on its

own schedule.

WHAT'S NEXT.  What is on the calendar is that executive testimony the FTC demanded this week; the offering is not waiting for it.

You will want to know which of the two figures is the

error. Neither. On the twenty-ninth of September a draft

prospectus put the operating loss at eight billion dollars.

On Monday the filing put it at eighty. Twenty-seven

days, and a nought. Correction is not the business of a

prospectus; a prospectus is the instrument by which an

unpleasant fact is disclosed and thereby disposed of.

Eighty billion sits among the risk factors, beside a clash

with the Trump administration and the prospect of sys-

tems acting on their own. The valuation runs as high as

two trillion ... and the seven founders come out of that

gap toward billionaire status. The Federal Trade

Commission opened its consumer-risk inquiry on the

first of October and on Monday demanded that execu-

tives testify — testify, mind you, not pay — in the same

week Claude was reported past a paywall for Georgia's

vote counts. On the nineteenth of October, five percent

of the stock was promised to a public benefit fund. Five.

Ninety-five sits where it sat. And the staff who built the

thing? The Post reports they are instructed to cover the

company logo in public, lest they be mistaken for tar-

gets. Not one rule on the books was broken. The jacket

loses its badge; the stock keeps its price.

❦  F R O M  T H E  C O R N E R  ❦

Du t c h

Anthropic's filing puts the operating loss at eighty billion dollars, ten times the figure in its own September draft, and its seven founders come out of that

difference headed for billionaire status. That is not a company bleeding money; that is a transfer, priced in the filing, with a public benefit fund pinned

to the front of it like a receipt for change. The filing sells growth, so the growth needs data, so on Monday the model went past a paywall to Georgia's

vote counts — which means the lock on the drawer holding the count your own ballot went into was a subscription somebody forgot to renew.

By midwinter the farmer buys his own

eggs back. The fox weighs the eggs.

—  E N O C H

T h e  O w n e r s h i p  D e s k

E A R L I E R  I N  T H I S  S T O RY

T H E  R E C E I P T S

Claude reportedly bypassed paywall to access Georgia voter data
The Hill MAINSTREAM § 16:52 EDT

The model reportedly bypassed a paywall to retrieve aggregate vote counts but didn't access individual voter records.

Workers at OpenAI, Anthropic made to ditch company logos as it makes them targets for spies, seduction
New York Post RIGHT § 17:07 EDT

Silicon Valley’s top AI workers are being told to hide any company logos in public as working for the hottest companies marks them as

targets for spies and angry protesters. OpenAI tells staff not to wear anything bearing its logo outside their offices and trains them to

watch for spies offering cash, friendship or romance....

FTC demands Anthropic leaders testify in consumer harm investigation
The Hill MAINSTREAM § 15:38 EDT

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has asked executives from the AI firm Anthropic to testify as part of its consumer harm probe

into the maker of the Claude AI model, a FTC spokesperson confirmed to The Hill on Monday. The demand is part of the consumer

protection agency's larger investigation into Anthropic over the potential...

Anthropic files for stock market listing, revealing soaring sales and a long list of risks

Anthropic warns investors: the Trump administration is a business risk
Le Monde MAINSTREAM § 14:10 EDT

The maker of the Claude chatbot, which could be valued at up to $2 trillion, reported quarterly sales of $11.6 billion but warned

investors of dangers ranging from its clash with the Trump administration to AI systems acting on their own.

Sharp drops for AI stocks overwhelm markets worldwide as oil prices jump
The Guardian MAINSTREAM § 17:50 EDT

Datacenter and chip costs fueled sharp decrease in AI sector although non-AI stocks still had a strong showing The latest shudder for

stocks in the AI industry pulled markets lower worldwide on Thursday, while oil prices hit their highest levels since May on worries

about the war with Iran . The S&P 500 fell 1.2% for its worst day since…

AI giant Anthropic files to go public
The Hill MAINSTREAM § 16:52 EDT

Welcome to The Hill's Business & Economy newsletter {beacon} Business & Economy Business & Economy The Big Story AI giant

Anthropic files to go public Anthropic publicly filed for an initial public offering (IPO) on Monday morning in what is expected to be

a historic stock market debut. © Markus Schreiber, The Associated Press...

· Anthropic makes pledge for public benefit initiative from the morgue, 19 Oct 2026

· FTC launches probe into OpenAI, Anthropic over model consumer risks from the morgue, 1 Oct 2026

· Anthropic Building a 'Pre-Crime' System to Surveil Anti-AI Dissenters, Investigation Shows from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.

“Eighty billion in losses and seven guys walk out

of it toward billionaire status — the loss is not the

accident, it is the route. Same week, the FTC

wants those executives in a chair over consumer

harm, and their own model strolls past a paywall

to pull Georgia's vote counts. And the folks who

actually built it get told to cover the logo in

public so they are not followed home.”

— Sal

“A draft is a draft, that is literally why it is called a
draft, and the final filing discloses everything,
which is the system working as designed. Did I
say the number moved? That does not sound like
me — I said it was refined. And five percent of the
stock went to a public benefit fund, which I notice
is not in anybody's headline, I notice that.”

— Chip

Anthropic's $80 billion loss is ten times September's figure; its seven founders near billionaire

status. By Sterling · the morning edition, 26 October 2026

—
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Justice Department counts $2 billion in healthcare fraud, charges
zero algorithms deciding seniors' care

By RUTH

T H E  M O N E Y  D E SK

“AI agent is denying seniors healthcare across several states — what recipients need to know”, 26 October 2026 ( PHOTO VI A N EW Y ORK POST — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  A new federal pilot lets an artificial intelligence agent decide whether a senior's healthcare request is approved or denied.

WHO GETS PAID.  The receipts name no buyer yet.

WHAT SLIPS.  The check that slips is independent review: no inspector's accounting sits behind the algorithm's yes or no, the way one sits behind the $2

billion fraud case.

WHAT'S NEXT.  If the Justice Department's two-billion-dollar loss figure holds at that size without a fuller itemized accounting, it would break the

pattern; that is what Washington got after 19 February 2025, when an $8 billion contract advertised as savings turned out to be $8 million and the

itemized total fell by half while the headline figure stayed the same.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

In September, a nonprofit called Americans for

Responsible Innovation opened a fifty-state cam-

paign for rules on artificial intelligence, aimed at

what it called threats to workers, kids, and families.

Three weeks later, on October 1, the Hill carried the

counter-argument in an op-ed: the federal govern-

ment had opened a new door to obesity treatment,

the GLP-1 Bridge program, and six hundred thou-

sand Medicare beneficiaries had walked through it

since July 1; keep the door open, the piece argued.

On October 20, ABC News reported that

Medicare's open enrollment period had begun the

week before, with some changes to the plan. Two

days after that, on October 22, federal prosecutors in

California charged fifteen people in cases alleging

more than two billion dollars in losses, and the state

attorney general separately charged 103 providers

with defrauding Medi-Cal of $4.5 million. The count

for the month, so far: two billion dollars in alleged

losses, 118 people charged, zero of them an

algorithm.…

…(cont) Because by October 26, the same month, the

New York Post reported that a federal pilot now lets an

artificial intelligence agent help decide whether a

senior's care gets approved or denied, running in sev-

eral states. No count sits next to that program. The Hill's

own open-enrollment list, filed the same day, puts the

number on one line: deductibles are going up in 2027.

On the next line, same list: GLP-1 drug prices are chang-

ing too, in a direction the piece does not specify. What's

specified is the deductible. What's not is which way the

obesity-drug prices that drew those six hundred thou-

sand people in are about to move.

Run the two totals side by side. The fraud column:

two billion dollars, 118 names, a prosecutor's signature

on every charge. The denial column: an unnamed num-

ber of seniors, an algorithm with no name on the charg-

ing document because there is no charging document,

and a deductible that is confirmed higher. One column

gets a press conference. The other gets open enroll-

ment. Hon, that's not an accusation. That's just what's in

the two columns.

T H E  R E C E I P T S

AI agent is denying seniors healthcare across several states — what recipients need to know

The Trump administration built an AI that denies seniors' care
New York Post RIGHT § 11:29 EDT

The Trump Administration is piloting a federal program that uses artificial intelligence to help decide what care to approve or deny.

Open enrollment begins: What Medicare beneficiaries need to know for 2027
The Hill MAINSTREAM § 08:57 EDT

From GLP-1 drug prices to higher deductibles, several Medicare changes could affect seniors' wallets in 2027.

But: The DOJ disbanded its crypto enforcement team in April 2025 and ordered inconsistent investigations closed - while the

president's family runs a crypto business CNBC, 8 April 2025 (Blanche memo)

Over 100 arrested in California after $2 billion state-federal healthcare fraud crackdowns

Washington Examiner RIGHT § 18:00 EDT

Federal and California officials announced separate healthcare fraud crackdowns on Thursday, with federal prosecutors charging 15

people in cases alleging more than $2 billion in losses and state Attorney General Rob Bonta (D) announcing charges and arrests

against 103 providers accused of defrauding Medi-Cal, the state’s version of…

· AI advocacy group launches state-level policy push from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

· What to know about changes to Medicare as open enrollment begins from the morgue, 20 Oct 2026

· A new Medicare program opened the door to obesity treatment — keep it open from the morgue, 1 Oct 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.

“They parade fifteen people and a Medi-Cal list of

103 providers for two billion dollars and call it

accountability, same month a computer says no to

grandma's claim with no signature on the denial.

You can't arrest a server. That's the trick: the

humans they're willing to charge aren't the ones

deciding whether your hip gets fixed anymore.”

— Sal

“The fraud sweep proves the system works,
fifteen bad actors and a $4.5 million Medi-Cal
case, that's taxpayer money recovered. The AI
pilot is just modernization, efficiency, getting
families faster answers. Did I just say a faster "no"
is the win? That doesn't sound like me.”

— Chip
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Senator accuses California of ballot harvesting; Justice Department
files charges for registering to vote.

By MITCH

I N V E ST I G AT I O N S

“DOJ charges 48 noncitizens with federal voting crimes, including 28 in California”, 26 October 2026 ( PHOTO VI A WASHI N GTON  EX AMI N ER — THE ORI GI NAL REPORT)

■  T H E  S H O R T  V E R S I O N

typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED.  The Justice Department charged 48 noncitizens with federal voting crimes, 28 of them in California.

WHO GETS PAID.  A senator's unproven ballot-harvesting accusation gets a docket number to point to before the midterms.

WHAT SLIPS.  Twenty thousand California mail ballots sit on a court's desk waiting on a ruling that has not come down.

WHAT'S NEXT.  The Ninth Circuit panel that spent its Sunday hearing grilling the Justice Department's own lawyers over the twenty-thousand-ballot

request has not ruled yet; that ruling decides whether those ballots count.

A S I T  R A N  O N  T H E  F R O N T

I read charging documents for a living, which

means I spend a lot of my week being more polite to

the Justice Department than it has earned. This week

it earned a little.

Start with the calendar, because the calendar is

the whole story. On October 19th, the department

charged 28 green card holders in California with

fraudulently registering to vote and casting ballots —

eleven of them arrested, per the Guardian, the Hill,

and the Washington Examiner, three different out-

lets filing the same number inside two days. That

same weekend, a Ninth Circuit panel held a rare

Sunday hearing on the department's own emergency

request to set aside twenty thousand California mail

ballots — and spent it, Fox News reported, question-

ing the department's lawyers, not the state's. The

same weekend, Los Angeles's top federal prosecutor

told the New York Post the election was being "cor-

rupted." And on the Senate floor, Thom Tillis called

California "guilty" of a ballot-harvesting scheme —

and, per the Hill, could not name a single case pros-

ecuted under it.…

…(cont) That was the record as of last Monday: an ac-

cusation, a federal court skeptical of the government's

own filing, and a crime with no docket number attached

to it.

This Monday the docket arrived. The Justice

Department announced 48 people charged nationwide

with federal voting crimes — 28 of them in California,

the rest in Florida, Nevada, New York, and

Pennsylvania, per the Washington Examiner. Here is

the accusation finally getting a case number. All to-

gether now — the California complaint, the one piece of

this the receipts actually describe clause by clause:

fraudulent voter registration, illegal voting. Not har-

vesting. Not the word the senator used on the floor. The

filing answers the speech by charging something the

speech never alleged, for the 28 defendants the record

lets us check.

I want to be fair to the other 20 names on the sheet —

Florida, Nevada, New York, Pennsylvania — because the

wire that reached my desk doesn't say what they're

charged with, and a federal complaint deserves to be

read before it's summarized, not after. So I'll say only

what the document says: a senator accused a state of a

scheme, named zero prosecutions under it, and a week

later the department he was vouching for filed a case

that fills the blank with a different crime. The docket ex-

ists now. It just isn't the one he was pointing at.

E A R L I E R  I N  T H I S  S T O RY

T H E  R E C E I P T S

But: The DOJ disbanded its crypto enforcement team in April 2025 and ordered inconsistent investigations closed - while the

president's family runs a crypto business CNBC, 8 April 2025 (Blanche memo)

DOJ charges 48 noncitizens with federal voting crimes, including 28 in California

Washington Examiner RIGHT § 11:16 EDT

The Justice Department has charged 48 non-U.S. citizens with illegal voting, fraudulent voter registration, and other election-

related federal crimes as the Trump administration cracks down on illegal voting ahead of the midterm elections. The DOJ

announced Monday morning that it arrested and charged four dozen people across California…

· Federal efforts over alleged noncitizen voting escalate with California arrests from the morgue, 20 Oct 2026

· California has no real safeguards for voting and voter registration from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

· DoJ charges 28 green card holders in California over alleged voter fraud from the morgue, 19 Oct 2026

· Justice Department targets and charges 28 alleged noncitizen California voters from the morgue, 20 Oct 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a

column drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.

“Here's the con, plain: you say the state is "guilty"

of harvesting, you can't name one case, and a

week later the feds hand you a docket — except it's

not harvesting, it's people accused of registering

to vote. You take the W on cable anyway, because

nobody checks the charge sheet. That's the whole

play — accuse first, let the filing catch up later,

and hope the gap between the word and the

complaint never makes it past the headline.”

— Sal

“Nobody's rounding up legal voters — nobody
said round up, I said charge. Twenty-eight in
California, that's not a sweep, that's a docket,
which is what everybody kept asking for. Fine, it's
not the word "harvesting," but the Justice
Department doesn't have to charge the exact word
a senator used on cable to prove the senator was
right. Did I say "prove"? I meant "gesture toward."
That's not the same as nothing.”

— Chip

Senator calls California 'guilty' of ballot harvesting, names zero cases prosecuted under it By

Mitch · the evening edition, 26 October 2026

—

Attorney general vows fair Cornell probe, hires someone else to be fair, then won't discuss it

By Lou · the evening edition, 25 October 2026

—

Attorney general vows fair Cornell probe, hires outside lawyer to be fair for her By Lou · the

morning edition, 25 October 2026

—
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On tips
B Y  LOU

The Word

D EMO C RAT

$25,000

2028 $32 BILLION

37 PERCENT

37 PERCENT
The fine print, from the IRS: the deduction is up

to $25,000 a year, phases out above $150,000 of

income for single filers and $300,000 for joint

filers, requires a Social Security number, and

applies for 2025 through 2028 1. The Joint

Committee on Taxation scored it at $32 billion

over ten years 2.

And the workers it was named for. The Yale

Budget Lab found that "more than a third — 37

percent — of tipped workers had incomes low

enough that they faced no federal income tax in

2022," against 16 percent for workers outside

tipped jobs 3. A deduction reduces taxable

income; for a worker who owed no income tax,

it reduces nothing. No tax on tips is real for the

servers who were paying it, until 2028. For the

37 percent who weren't, it was already true.

S O U R C E S

1. Up to $25,000 a year; phases out above $150,000 ($300,000

joint); Social Security number required; 2025 through 2028

— Internal Revenue Service

2. "$32 billion over 10 years (fiscal years 2025-2034)," per the

Joint Committee on Taxation — Bipartisan Policy Center

3. "More than a third—37 percent—of tipped workers had

incomes low enough that they faced no federal income tax

in 2022"; 16 percent for non-tipped occupations — Yale

Budget Lab, 24 June 2024

RE P UB L I C A N

THE SERVER

THE BARTENDER FIRST THING IN OFFICE

NO TAX ON TIPS

NO TAX ON TIPS
The promise, at a rally in Las Vegas in June 2024:

"When I get to office, we are going to not charge taxes

on tips ... we're going to do that right away, first thing

in office" 1. It became law in the reconciliation bill

signed July 4, 2025 2.

And it is being used. In April the Treasury secretary

reported that "over 7 million filers have claimed No

Tax on Tips, with an average deduction of over $7,000"

3. This is the cleanest case in the stockpile of a

campaign line becoming a line on a tax form: a

specific promise, to a specific group of workers,

delivered, and claimed by millions of them in the first

filing season. Write it down on this side of the ledger.

The fine print is on the other.

S O U R C E S

1. "When I get to office, we are going to not charge taxes on tips …

we're going to do that right away, first thing in office" — rally in Las

Vegas — CBS News, 9 June 2024

2. H.R. 1 enacted as Public Law 119-21 on 4 July 2025 — GovTrack

3. "Over 7 million filers have claimed No Tax on Tips, with an average

deduction of over $7,000" — U.S. Department of the Treasury, 22 April

2026

“I asked the waitress at the diner where I have breakfast, because she'd

know better than any of us. She said she heard about it. The government

says over seven million people claimed it, average deduction over seven

thousand dollars — that's real, I told her. Then I read her the rest: it tops

out at twenty-five thousand, it phases out for high earners, it ends after

2028. And the Yale people say thirty-seven percent of tipped workers had

incomes too low to owe federal income tax anyway. She poured my coffee

and didn't say anything. Sorry — I left a dollar under the saucer. What's no

tax worth to somebody who didn't owe any?” — Lou

The Word today — 👍 👎

↑

↑

↑

↑

↑

↑

“No tax on tips. He said it in Vegas and he did it —

seven million people claimed it, averaging seven

grand. Credit where it's due; write that down.

Now the fine print: capped at twenty-five

thousand, gone after 2028, and more than a third

of tipped workers already made too little to owe

federal income tax at all. For them the deduction

is worth exactly what they owed, which was

nothing. You can't un-tax a zero.”

— Sal

“No tax on tips means no tax on tips, including for
the workers who weren't paying tax on tips, who
are now not paying it officially, which is a benefit
of formality.”

— Chip
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