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Oklahoma s oil regulator skips a thousand pollution fines, finds its

enforcement tool for the city's drinking water.

BY THE WRECKING CREW
The Remedy Desk

The chief opens the file on an Oklahoma oil company with about 1,000 pollu-
tion violations stacked against its name and a fine total of zero. Before any-
one touches the file, there is one page already marked: October 5, when the
same company plugged a disposal well that was headed for a city's drinking
water. That page is the whole plan, because it is the only time the state's oil
and gas regulator ever used the tool it has carried the entire time.

The planner spreads both beats on the table. On one side: a single disposal
well, ordered shut because it threatened water a city actually drinks. On the
other, arriving three weeks later: ProPublica's count of roughly 1,000 inci-
dents and violations tied to the same operator, and a regulatory record with
no fine attached to any of them. The planner does the math out loud — one
enforcement action, one thousand chances, and the one that happened is the
one where a city's water was the thing at stake. The tool was never missing. It
was filed.

The tinkerer takes the well-plugging order apart to see what it is made of,

and it turns out to be nothing exotic: a regulator's own standing authority to
... Continued on Page A223
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NO TAX ON TIPS

‘[ asked the waitress at the diner where [ have breakfast, because she'd know better than any of
us. She said she heard about it. The government says over seven million people claimed it,
average deduction over seven thousand dollars — that's real, I told her. Then I read her the rest:
it tops out at twenty-five thousand, it phases out for high earners, it ends afier 2028. And the
Yale people say thirty-seven percent of tipped workers had incomes too low to owe federal
income tax anyway. She poured my coffee and didn't say anything. Sorry — [ lefi a dollar

under the saucer. What's no tax worth to somebody who didn't owe any?" — |.ou
... Continued on Page W73

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING

THE RATION LINE

Tehran meters gasoline at a 110-liter monthly quota and prices a sangak loaf

by provincial order; Washington keeps the lettered list that says which cargo
crossing the strait a U.S. insurer may cover.

... Continued on the Investigative Reporting page

Valkyries one win from WNBA title, may have to clinch it on a practice

court.

BY GUS
The Sports Desk

® HOT MIC MOMENT

Let this reporter say what the red light is supposed to keep private: a
league commissioner's office that writes the anthem into its own rulebook,
then watches two franchises skip it three straight Finals games without a
word of enforcement, is not protecting the flag — it is renting it out for the
broadcast window. Somebody hand this off to the political desk before sports

has to adjudicate the First Amendment between timeouts.
... Continued on Page S19

Isracl lobby routed $13.1 million under other groups' names; the open
question is a registration form

BY STERLING
The Ownership Desk

Thirteen point one million dollars, and not one dollar of it spent under the
name of the people who spent it. You will want to know which law that
breaks. None. The Lever's reporters, Katya Schwenk and Luke Goldstein,
traced the sum this week: routed, through intermediary groups. Routed,
mind you. Not hidden, not laundered — routed, which is what one does with
a parcel one means to arrive.

Five days before, a documentary put the other question — whether any of
this warrants scrutiny under the Foreign Agents Registration Act. Dion
Nissenbaum, in that film, states the statute's test: "It says that you have to reg-
ister under this law if you are acting at the request of a foreign government."
A handsome test. Nobody has been required to sit it.

And in August the lobby lost yet another House race it had poured mil-
lions into, against a candidate who had barely mentioned Israel. Other mil-
lions, those. The seat went elsewhere ... and the name went nowhere at all.
That is what the arrangement delivers without fail, and it is not a seat. You

will vote without being told whose money asked you to.
... Continued on Page F128

Official who enrolled her daughter proposes a mortgage funded by a donor's

stock pledge and a claim form.

BY RUTH

The Money Desk

The pitch leans on an account program whose own paperwork, read in order
over the past three weeks, does not yet hold what it says it holds.

Start with October 7th. In the Oval Office, President Trump said the ac-
counts would have a "huge effect" limiting young Americans' sympathy for
socialism and communism — the first stated dividend on a program that had,
by then, enrolled nearly 8 million children in three months. The same day,
the administration announced an expansion of more than 70 million addi-
tional accounts, automatically opened for every child under 18, bringing the
declared total to roughly 78 million. The same announcement carried the
fine print: a parent has to file a claim before any of it reaches a child's hands.

Twelve days later, on October 19th, the marquee asset arrived. President
Trump thanked Elon Musk for "pledging" SpaceX stock to every enrolled
child, calling it "incredible generosity." A pledge is a promise to transfer
shares, not a transfer of them. The receipts record the thank-you. They do
not record a wire, a share count per account, or a price.

That is the asset the commissioner is now proposing the government lend
... Continued on Page F128

Netanyahu presses for action against Iran his own military chiel already
resisted, days before election,

BY LOU

One More Question

Here's the order, before anybody tells me what it means. I'm not saying any-
thing yet, I'm just putting the dates down.

October 7, 2023: the Hamas-led attack. October 7, 2026: Netanyahu faces
renewed questions over whether he had advance warning. October 16: set-
tlers beat a Washington Post photographer while attacking Palestinian olive
farmers. October 17: Netanyahu praises Trump's "wicked sense of humor," de-
fends the alliance. October 23: the West Bank goes under what critics call a
full lockdown, condemned as collective punishment. October 26: a UN-man-
dated commission calls the occupation's conduct crimes against humanity,
the same week Israel bars a group of European lawmakers who'd come to
watch the olive harvest, the same week three thousand more people are dis-
placed out of Hebron. October 27: the polls open for Israel's first election
since October 7.

That's the order. I laid it out, I didn't say anything.

Now here's the one I can't put down, and I apologize in advance, because

I'm going to come back to it more than once before I'm through with it.
... Continued on Page A223

DOJ, losing its California ballot fight for the fourth time, asks Washington
to set aside hundreds more.

BY MITCH

Investigations

I read dockets for a living, which obligates me to note that the Department of
Justice has now lost the same argument four times since September, and has
filed it a fifth.

Start with the record, because the record is the whole story. The accusa-
tion came first and empty-handed: a senator called California's mail ballots a
harvesting operation and could not point to a single prosecuted case. The
Justice Department supplied one on October 19th — 28 green card holders
charged with registering and voting, 48 voting-crime counts in all, the docket
the accusation had been missing. That was last week's column.

This week the department tried to extend the same theory to the ballots
themselves. On October 23rd it asked the Ninth Circuit to order California to
segregate 20,000 mail ballots within 48 hours, on the theory that the people
who cast them might not be citizens. On October 26th a three-judge panel an-
swered, 2 to 1: no. Not on the merits — the majority found it lacked jurisdic-
tion to grant the emergency order at all. California had already refused the

48-hour deadline; the court agreed it didn't have to comply with an order the
... Continued on Page B45

Third Comey indictment rests on a 20106 leak the government investigated

and declined to charge

BY LOU

One More Question

Let me put the dates down first, flat, because I keep losing the order and my
handwriting is no help.

October 2016: a story runs in the New York Times. May 2019: the Justice
Department charges Julian Assange under the Espionage Act, seventeen
counts, including conspiring to obtain, receive and disclose national defense
information. September 25 this year: a judge delays the first Comey case, the
one about seashells, to early 2027, motions still pending, one of them asking
her to throw it out as driven by the president's animus. October 5: a new case
against the same man starts moving under seal. October 24: federal authori-
ties arrest a contractor, 42, for allegedly passing national defense informa-
tion to his girlfriend. October 26: a judge rules the administration illegally
fired Maurene Comey, a federal prosecutor, who believes she lost the job be-
cause of who her father is. The same day, the documents unseal. Two counts.
Disclosing information related to the national defense. 2016.

That's the order. I'm not drawing anything from it. I just like the dates in a

row where I can see them.
... Continued on Page B45

U.S. shut consulates, moved to fund a campaign against Brazils court, lost
by four million, calls it rigeed

BY THE LODGERS
The Euro Desk

Today we are making a foreign election, American-style, which means it is
cooked at home and eaten somewhere else. On Sunday Brazil re-elected Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva in the runoff, 51.7 percent against Flavio Bolsonaro's
48.2, a margin of four million votes, with the results published overnight on
Monday. On Monday the American president called the election likely
rigged. Bolsonaro is demanding the victory be annulled.

You will need an American social network's algorithm, a consulate with
its shutters suddenly down, and a push from Washington to put money into a
campaign against Brazil's supreme court.

CrLive Shutters down. Mine have been down a fortnight and nobody at this
table has knocked to ask what is being written behind them.

GAry Nothing is behind them. The shutter came off in spring and it is under
the bike. I could have that door off in four minutes.

Begin at the end of September, when Brazil's own spy agency confirmed
the existence of interference from the United States as well as Russia, the first

round four days off. On 1 October the Guardian revealed the funding plan,
... Continued on Page A223

“Nothing up there is a conspiracy. That's the part that should worry you — it's all on
the record, filed, stamped, and in a couple of cases notarized.”

— Sal

“Nothing here is a scandal. A scandal requires surprise, and I can assure you nobody
involved was surprised.”

— Chip

Snow held the fox's prints till the thaw,

while the farmer mended the door.
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Valkyries one win from WNBA title, may

have to clinch it on a practice court.

By GUS
THE SPORTS DESK

¢
-
;q,‘(

“WNBA championship celebration could be moved to practice court in unfortunate twist”,
26 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA NEW YORK POST — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. The Golden State Valkyries beat the Atlanta Dream to
move one win from the WNBA title.

WHO GETs PAID. The receipts name no buyer yet.
WHAT sLIPs. Nothing slips here yet.

WHAT's NEXT. The next event on the calendar is Game 6 of the Finals, and
the record already has Chase Center's availability for any clinching
celebration in question.

® HOT MIC MOMENT

Let this reporter say what the red light is supposed to
keep private: a league commissioner’s office that writes the
anthem into its own rulebook, then watches two franchises
skip it three straight Finals games without a word of enforce-
ment, is not protecting the flag — it is renting it out for the
broadcast window. Somebody hand this off to the political
desk before sports has to adjudicate the First Amendment
between timeouts.

GUS HIS SIDE

This reporter has watched championship corridors collapse
under their own velvet rope before, but never has this reporter
seen a franchise stand two wins from immortality only to learn
the building itself may not be free. By this reporter's count, the
Golden State Valkyries need two more victories to claim the
WNBA crown after a workmanlike 68-55 triumph over the
Atlanta Dream Monday night in Game 5 at Chase Center.

Correction noted, though this reporter maintains the final
digit is a technicality beside the larger drama: for the second
consecutive Finals contest, the plucky gals of both ballclubs
failed to appear for the national anthem, a vanishing act this re-
porter finds almost patriotic in its brevity.

Regardless, this reporter turns to the matter of the coronation
itself, which this reporter is reliably informed may not occur at
Chase Center at all, owing to a scheduling conflict this reporter
traces back to roughly the Carter administration.

TRUDY HER SIDE

One win, Gus, not two — the Post and the Guardian both have Golden State up
three games to two, a single victory from the trophy. And it was 64-55. Keep the

box score in front of you, not behind the bar.

Third straight game, not second — Fox News had it October 22nd, the Valkyries
and the Dream skipping the anthem in Game 3 same as Games 1 and 2, same as the
league's own rulebook says they're supposed to stand for. And theyre not ‘plucky
gals," Gus — they're the two best rosters left in a championship series. Ity

professionals.”

Rebuke first: Gus, nobody's litigating the First Amendment at a bar ten minutes after
you swore the mic was dead. Now the receipt — the Post reported October 26th
the title celebration could get bumped to a practice court because Chase Center's
already got another show booked, and the league’s own anthem mandate is real too,
same Fox News, October 22nd. Go lie down, sugar, and let somebody else count

the wins before Game 6.

“Golden State's selling out a championship series and the
people who own the building still might bump the trophy
ceremony for somebody else's concert — that's the tell: .the
lease runs on whoever pays the venue, not whoever built
the moment. The Valkyries could end up becoming
champions in a practice gym because the building had a
better offer, and that's not bad luck, that's priorities.”

— Sal

e =
“Look, it's not a snub, it's just basic business — whoever's
paying for the building that week gets the building, and if
that happens to land on a championship clincher, well,
that's efficient scheduling, not disrespect. Call it the free
market doing exactly what it's designed to do. Did I just

defend somebody else's concert over a championship?
That doesn't sound like me”

- c/t/p

THE RECEIPTS

WNBA championship celebration could be moved to practice court in

unfortunate twist
New York Post 19:34 EDT

The Valkyries and Dream square off in Game 5 of the WNBA Finals
Monday. The series is tied at two games a piece, making Monday’s
matchup a critical turning point. If Golden State or Atlanta manage to
win back-to-back contests, then Game 6 would be the clincher.

Valkyries one win from WNBA crown after shutting down Dream in
Game 5
New York Post 23:35 EDT

The Valkyries are one win away from a WNBA championship. Golden
State took care of business against the Dream in Game 5 of the WNBA
Finals with a 64-55 victory Monday night at the Chase Center. Ballhalla
was booming after the Valkyries protected home court and gained a 3-2
lead over Atlanta in the series....

Golden State Valkyries one win from WNBA title after Game 5 win over
Atlanta Dream

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 22:39 EDT

WNBA finals Game 5: Dream 55-64 Valkyries Golden State lead best-of-
seven series 3-2 Valkyries could win title in second WNBA season Kiah
Stokes kept swatting shots on the interior, while Veronica Burton
disrupted the Dream with her own quick hands to alter shots. And that
crazed, violet-clad “Ballhalla” home crowd roared at every chance...

- Atlanta Dream and Golden State Valkyries skip national anthem

for third straight WNBA Finals game from the morgue, 22 Oct 2026

- Valkyries and Dream ditch National Anthem for second game

in a row during WNBA Finals from the morgue, 20 Oct 2026

- Steph Curry reps Valkyries star Veronica Burton’s jersey as

Golden State begins WNBA Finals from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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Israel lobby routed $13.1 million under other
oroups names; the open question is a
registration form

BySTERLING
THE OWNERSHIP DESK

“Lever Live: Behind AIPAC’s $13.1M Money Trail”, 27 October 2026
(PHOTO VIA THE LEVER — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Reporters traced millions the Israel lobby spent on
elections through other groups instead of under its own name.

WHo GETs PAID. AIPAC, which gets to spend on House races without its
name appearing on the ads voters see.

WHAT sLIPs. Voters lose the one fact that lets them weigh an ad: who paid
for it.

WHAT's NEXT. No agency has said it will act. The question raised on
October 22 is whether the lobby must register as a foreign agent; until
someone requires a filing, the spending stays nameless through the
coming House races.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

Thirteen point one million dollars, and not one dollar of it
spent under the name of the people who spent it. You will
want to know which law that breaks. None. The Lever's re-
porters, Katya Schwenk and Luke Goldstein, traced the sum
this week: routed, through intermediary groups. Routed,
mind you. Not hidden, not laundered — routed, which is
what one does with a parcel one means to arrive.

Five days before, a documentary put the other question —
whether any of this warrants scrutiny under the Foreign
Agents Registration Act. Dion Nissenbaum, in that film,
states the statute's test: "It says that you have to register un-
der this law if you are acting at the request of a foreign gov-
ernment." A handsome test. Nobody has been required to sit
it....

...(cont) And in August the lobby lost yet another House race
it had poured millions into, against a candidate who had barely
mentioned Israel. Other millions, those. The seat went else-
where ... and the name went nowhere at all. That is what the ar-
rangement delivers without fail, and it is not a seat. You will vote
without being told whose money asked you to.

The lane, the fox walks at noon

now. A man bolts an empty shed.

“Thirteen million bucks and not one envelope with their
name on the outside — that's nota loophole somebody
found, that's the whole build. You don't need a bank in
7urich when "intermediary group" does the same job for
free and legal. And the hardest question anybody is asking
is whether they ought to fill out a form.

— Sal

e =
“Look, moving money through other organizations is
completely lawful, so it isn't routing, it's — it's participating.
Did I say routing? That doesn't sound like me. And they lost
a House race in August, so plainly nobody's getting what
they paid for, which if you think it through is the strongest
case for letting them keep paying.”

_ CA ip

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— The Treasury secretary told a House committee the department is
examining whether it needs Congress at all to mail the $5,000 the

president promised adults for keeping Congress Republican, in the
same week 750,000 people lost their health coverage with no vote
required. By Mitch - the midnight edition, 4 October 2026

THE RECEIPTS

N s . _ .
FsraetFobiyistritrerceorEiectrors

Zeteo's filmmaker caye AIPAC acte at Icraelc requect -
the ctandard that triggers forced foreign-agent
registration

Democracy Now! = 08:25 EDT

The growing controversy over AIPAC’s impact on U.S. politics is the
subject of a new Zeteo documentary titled Night Flower: Inside
ATIPAC’s Fight for Influence . The film examines AIPAC’s history and
its role in shaping U.S.

Lever Live: Behind AIPAC’s $13.1M Money 'Trail

The Lever = 21:32 EDT

David Sirota sits down with Lever reporters Katya Schwenk and Luke
Goldstein to dive into their investigation that traces how the Israel

lobby is furtively routing millions.

- ATPAC Loses Yet Another House Race It Poured Millions of
Dollars Into from the morgue, 21 Aug 2026

- The Big Beautiful Bill Is Starting to Bite Before the Election from

the morgue, 23 Sep 2026

- 'Sickening and Unacceptable': Anger Mounts as Trump and

Vance Gleefully Rip Healthcare From 750,000 from the morgue, 23

Sep 2026

- Many Americans are relying on multiple forms of credit to

cover expenses. When is it a warning sign? from the morgue, 23

Sep 2026

- Trump gave ‘the red meat, Vance was playing for independents:

Bob Cusack from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

- Fox News’s Baier presses Vance on Trump’s $5K dividend

promise from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Pritzker: Vance is Trump's 'chief bootlicker' from the morgue, 9

Sep 2026

- Bessent Defends Faltering Bond Market Intervention from the

morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Bessent says Treasury is ‘examining’ ability to cut $5,000 checks

without Congress from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Bessent’s move to tamp down rising rates backfires as bond

yields jump, stocks tumble from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- The bond market is revolting — and your mortgage is the first

casualty from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- Fiscal hawks skeptical of Bessent’s claim that US can ‘grow our

way out’ of $40 trillion debt from the morgue, 27 Aug 2026

- Bessent blasts Warren’s ‘sciolistic’ letter about yen policy from

the morgue, 29 Aug 2026

- Soros-funded Philadelphia district attorney insinuates Trump is

a ‘35-time felon, calling $5,000 dividend a bribe from the morgue,

15 Sep 2026

- Soros-funded Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner’s

terrible, horrible, no good, very bad Thursday from the morgue, 31

Aug 2026

- Voters have a blunt message for Trump about his idea to dole

out $5,000 checks from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Why Donald Trump has a Joe Biden problem from the morgue, 15

Sep 2026

- Does Trump have a 'Biden problem' on the economy? from the

morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Trump’s $5,000 dividend falls flat with GOP senators from the

morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Trump sees backlash over $5K dividend pledge from the morgue,

10 Sep 2026

- Trump plan to raise debt limit on shaky ground from the morgue,

26 Aug 2026

- 5 things to know about Trump's $5K dividend pledge from the

morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Vance strikes back at concern $5,000 Trump dividend will stoke

debt: ‘Wealth will go back to the people’ from the morgue, 10 Sep

2026

- Marshall backtracks on support for $5,000 Trump dividend in

Kansas Senate debate from the morgue, 12 Sep 2026

- Vance and MAGA Inc. work to defend Roger Marshall in redder

Kansas from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Roger Marshall Sued 700 Patients for Debts; 81 Were Arrested.

Now He’s a Senator. from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- Conservatives would scream ‘bloody murder’ if Democratic

president offered dividend to maintain power: Guy Benson from

the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Will Trump's payout promises boost Republican appeal to white

women? from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Republicans need a Reagan-style vision to win the battle over

America's future from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Trump’s promised $5,000 ‘dividend’ checks: What to know from

the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump’s Reckless $5,000 ‘Dividend’ from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Republicans bet the House on Trump from the morgue, 14 Sep

2026
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