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White House credits Melania "lrump's ceasefire for evacuating civilians it
reported were eating grass.

BY MORT
The Records Bureau

Call this one the obituary for the easy version of the story.

It was born October 11, when the White House announced an energy
ceasefire between Russia and Ukraine, each side agreeing to leave the other's
power grid alone. It turned out to be bunk within a day.

It was reborn October 23, in Oleshky, a Russian-occupied city in the
Kherson region, where the Guardian reported people were surviving on
weeds. The White House said Russia and Ukraine had agreed to halt opera-
tions in the city starting October 29 so humanitarian aid could move. On
October 27 the halt took effect, and Melania Trump, who brokered it, called
the situation inside the city "dire."

On Friday the ceasefire did the one thing a ceasefire is supposed to do.
Hundreds of civilians trapped in Oleshky evacuated. CBS reported that
Russian strikes on the surrounding area had kept food, water and medicine
out of the city for months. The New York Post ran the evacuation under a
headline that, in the same breath, carried the detail that locals had been re-

duced to eating grass. Melania Trump posted that she hoped the mission
... Continued on Page B48
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‘It’s the litdde loop that bothers me. The forecast map from August 29th, and then on September
4th there's this extra curve in black marker, reaching into Alabama. The lorecast gave
southeastern Alabama about a five percent chance of tropical-storm winds; the Birmingham
office said Alabama would "N O'l' see any impacts.” I wo days later, an unsigned statement took
his side. The next year the inspector general wrote it 'did not further NOAA's or NWS's
interests.” Excuse me — [ forgot my umbrella. The loop was drawn in 2019. Who's drawing the

map now?" — lou
... Continued on Page W77

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING

THE LEDGER FILES AFTER THE VOTE

In the last nineteen days of the Cornyn-Paxton runoff, the law gave a

quarterly-filing super PAC one day to report an ad and until fifty days after the
vote to report the money it raised in those nineteen days.

... Continued on the Investigative Reporting page

Asked to drop Russia from the G20 photo, the hosts dropped the photo

instead.

BY THE LODGERS

The Euro Desk

Today we are making a family photograph, which is not a dish you can get
over here, so I shall go slowly. You will need twenty foreign ministers, a
camera that has done this every G20 for years, and Sergei Lavrov, Russia's
foreign minister, standing where the other nineteen were due to stand.

CrLive Standing where you're not wanted, I know well. I stood at an open mic
in Totnes for forty minutes; three people clapped, and none of them were
you.

Begin in Atlanta, on Friday, at the two-day G20 Foreign Ministers' Meeting
hosted by the United States. Several of the ministers objected to being pic-
tured beside him, and the hosts did what a kitchen does when a dish will not
come together: they put the camera away and carried on without it.

GAry Forty minutes for three claps. I took the shed door off in nine, and
that's a smaller room than Totnes.

This is not the first course Russia has sat out this year. In September, at
the G20 finance meeting in Asheville, European officials pushed back on the

invitation given to Russia's finance minister, Anton Siluanov, saying his pres-
) J
... Continued on Page A226

[CFE agent indicted for ramming SUV into man while chasing suspect dead
for years

BY LOU

One More Question

My wife told me to leave it alone. Twice. Once when I got up at eleven to find
the folder, and once around two, when she heard the garage door and came
out in her robe to ask what exactly I thought I was going to find out there that
I hadn't found in the house. I didn't have an answer for her. I still don't, en-
tirely. But I went out to the garage anyway, because that's where the toolbox
is, and because I wasn't going to sleep regardless, and a man might as well do
something with his hands while his head won't quit.

Here's what wouldn't let me alone. On October 11th, ICE agents in Houston
were trying to pull over two men — a Jose Mendoza-Cervantes and a Miguel
Parra Hernandez — when the two got out of their vehicle and ran. An ICE offi-
cer driving an unmarked SUV struck Parra Hernandez. Broke his leg. I wrote
that part down clean: struck, with a vehicle, during a pursuit. No argument
from anybody on that.

Three days later the Harris County district attorney, Sean Teare, said he
was looking at the video and considering a felony charge — aggravated as-

sault with a deadly weapon, the kind of charge that can carry twenty years.
... Continued on Page T30

Judge calls third Comey prosecution a possible exercise in futility;
prosecutors suggest a fourth charge anyway.

BY LOU

One More Question

My wife told me to leave this one alone. I did not leave it alone. I was up past
one in the morning, running the week's dates over again, Monday through
Friday, the way you check a receipt against a till slip that keeps coming up
short no matter how many times you re-add the column.

Monday, the record says, the Justice Department filed a third criminal
case against James Comey, accusing the former FBI director — per The New
York Times — of leaking classified information from about a decade ago. Two
earlier FBI investigations into that same leak had already closed with no
charges at all. That's not a guess on my part. It's the sequence, in the order it
happened: the same leak, two dead ends, and now a third filing.

That same Monday, a federal judge ruled the Justice Department had ille-
gally fired Comey's daughter, Maurene Comey, from her own job as a federal
prosecutor. She'd held that job for a decade, the judge found, with consis-
tently strong reviews, right up until her firing in July 2025. I don't have a
question about that part. I have the date, and the date is Monday, same as the

other one.
... Continued on Page B48

Trump calls record diesel prices proof of a fortune; Fxxon and Chevron just
made exactly that.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

In August, the average gallon of diesel in the United States had not yet
reached its most expensive hour, but the average gallon of gasoline had: four
dollars and eight cents, every day of the month, the first time that had hap-
pened in the nation's history, and ninety cents more than the same gallon
cost a year before. The war the United States was running against Iran was
the reason given for the record.

The diesel gallon caught up fast. On September 4th it reached five dollars
and eighty-five cents, an all-time high, and the economist Dean Baker wrote
on social media that "Trump did it," putting a byline on the record. The gal-
lon broke that record again the next day, to five dollars and eighty-eight
cents — two records in two days, both of them set before Labor Day had even
arrived. Axios reported that incumbent Republicans were fretting over what
the number would do to them in November; their own internal polling
showed that when voters were asked whom to blame for it, they answered
with the president's name.

Six weeks later, at a rally in Arizona, hours after new federal data showed
... Continued on Page F131

Justice Department offers $1 million for voter fraud tips; the pope's mail

ballot isnt among them.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

I keep the running file on who gets investigated for this election and who
doesn't, and this week it needed a new tab.

Start on September 10th, when the First Circuit Court of Appeals called the
president's mail-in voting executive order "likely unlawful," leaving it dead
before a single midterm ballot could be cast. On October 15th, Texas got sued
after a computer failure stranded nearly 600,000 voter registrations days be-
fore early voting opened — the state's own system, not a foreign hand, pro-
duced that backlog. On October 26th the president posted that anybody who
reports voter fraud, past or upcoming, gets $1 million, paid out on arrest and
conviction, with no cases named yet to collect it on. The same Monday, a fed-
eral appeals court declined to let the Justice Department set aside 20,000 mail
ballots in California that officials called noncitizen votes, and the department
opened the identical inquiry in Washington state before the ruling's ink
dried.

Six wire services carried it by Friday morning — Fox, CBS, Le Monde,

ABC, the Washington Examiner, the New York Post — each one noting the
... Continued on Page F131

Judge asks how suspects were tound; Justice Department answers with
subpoenas, a $1 million bounty, and friendly judges.

BY LOU

One More Question

I didn't sleep last night, and I want to blame the fan belt — the car's been
making that whine since July, the one that means a replacement I keep say-
ing I'll get to on a Saturday — but it wasn't the belt. It was a court date. I lay
there doing arithmetic in the dark until my wife told me to leave it alone and
get some sleep, which I have never once in forty years managed to do when
she says it that way.

Here's the arithmetic she told me to leave alone. Three employees of the
Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder's office were subpoenaed this week
and ordered to appear in federal court on November 4th. Is November 3rd
the date sixty of the country's most contested House and Senate races are
scheduled to be decided? If the ballots get counted on the 3rd and the court
date is the 4th, which one happens first — the count, or the explaining of the
count?

I took the car in last month for a noise under the hood and asked the man
a plain question: what's wrong with it. He didn't answer that. He wrote up an

invoice for parts he hadn't ordered yet and told me to come back Thursday. I
... Continued on Page A225

Called out by name for trying to buy ‘lexas, Musk raises his spending to
$445 million.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

Set the two weeks on the table and the numbers settle by themselves, hon,
before anyone says a word about them.

On September 25th, the Supreme Court let the Department of Homeland
Security run its SAVE database against state voter rolls for the final ninety
days before the election, while a student ID law in New Hampshire lost its
chance twelve days out. Ninety days to clean a list. Twelve to prove a name
belongs on it. The filing on that gap already ran once, so it stays on the table
here, not the front of the ledger.

On October 12th, the tally for Elon Musk's midterm giving came back at
$276 million, "absolutely insane" was the word used at the time. The next
day, October 13th, it closed at $366 million, the largest single total in the cy-
cle, ahead of his own 2024 account to Donald Trump.

On October 24th, at a rally in Austin, Senate candidate James Talarico
stood in front of his own alma mater and said the quiet part: "Texas is not for
sale," naming the money behind his opponent, Ken Paxton, by its source.

On October 27th, a newspaper editorial called him "Exhibit A" for billion-
... Continued on Page F131

“Nothing up there is a conspiracy. That's the part that should worry you — it's all on
the record, filed, stamped, and in a couple of cases notarized.”

— Sal

“Nothing here is a scandal. A scandal requires surprise, and I can assure you nobody
involved was surprised.”

— Chip

By spring the dog sleeps in the shed.

A man finds fewer hens at dusk.
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Asked to drop Russia from the G20 photo,
the hosts dropped the photo instead.

By THE LODGERS
THE EURO DESK

“G20 'family photo' cancelled after protests over presence of Russian minister”, 30 October
2026 (PHOTO VIA BBC NEWS — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. The United States hosted Russia's foreign minister in
Atlanta, then canceled the G20 family photo after European ministers
objected.

wHo GETS PAID. The receipts name no buyer yet.

WHAT sLIPs. The public record of who sat with Russia's government slips
when the summit's one photograph disappears.

WHAT's NEXT. If Europe keeps refusing to be pictured with Russian
officials, the next G20 photo gets scrapped too; that is what happened after
1 September 2026, when European officials objected to Russia's finance
minister attending the Asheville meeting.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

Today we are making a family photograph, which is not a
dish you can get over here, so I shall go slowly. You will need
twenty foreign ministers, a camera that has done this every
G20 for years, and Sergei Lavrov, Russia's foreign minister,
standing where the other nineteen were due to stand.

Cuive Standing where you're not wanted, I know well I
stood at an open mic in Totnes for forty minutes; three peo-
ple clapped, and none of them were you.

...(cont) Begin in Atlanta, on Friday, at the two-day G20
Foreign Ministers' Meeting hosted by the United States. Several
of the ministers objected to being pictured beside him, and the
hosts did what a kitchen does when a dish will not come to-
gether: they put the camera away and carried on without it.

Gary Forty minutes for three claps. I took the shed door off in
nine, and that's a smaller room than Totnes.

This is not the first course Russia has sat out this year. In
September, at the G20 finance meeting in Asheville, European of-
ficials pushed back on the invitation given to Russia's finance
minister, Anton Siluanov, saying his presence risked normalising
ties with Moscow amid its full-scale war. The one in Atlanta did
not.

KeitH Nine minutes and nothing sold. A door's worth money
broken properly — get a flag on it and call it heritage stock.

You will be looking for the vote to remove his seat, or the res-
olution suspending him from the table. There is no such paper.
Refusing to stand in a photograph is what Europe has instead of
one.

The BBC, which is what they have here, has the photograph
"cancelled after protests over presence of Russian minister," and
says plainly that "European foreign ministers refused to be pic-
tured with Sergei Lavrov" in Atlanta. The Hill, filing from the
same two days, has it as Lavrov having "crashed" the party.

It serves the nineteen ministers who did not stand beside
him, and it costs the Americans hosting the meeting, who now
have a two-day G20 with no family photograph to show for it.
RoB Four years since anyone's photographed this house. Even
the Iandlord keeps his distance.

“They didn't remove Russia from the room, they removed
the camera, so there's no picture of him sitting there to

begin with. Lavrov keeps his seat at the summit just the

same, minus the evidence, and that's the trade Washington

keeps making while the war goes on.

— Sal

e
“Look, you have to keep channels open, that's just
statecraft — you invite the people you need in the room,
including the Russians, no wait, I mean including
whoever's necessary. And if the Europeans can't manage
standing next to a man for one photograph, that's a them

problem, not a hosting problem. Did I say that? That's not
really our line.”

— Chip

THE RECEIPTS

(G20 family photo' cancelled after protests over presence of Russian
minister
BBC News MAINSTREAM 13:25 EDT

European foreign ministers refused to be pictured with Sergei Lavrov at

the summit being held in Atlanta.

(20 foreign ministers scrap 'family photo" as Lavrov crashes party

The Hill MAINSTREAM 16:45 EDT

The U.S. hosts of the Group of 20 (G20) Foreign Ministers' Meeting
opted to skip the traditional “family photo” Friday after several top
diplomats objected to being photographed with a Russian official.

- Europe blasts Russian finance minister's attendance at

Asheville G20 from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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ICE agent indicted for ramming SUV into

man while chasing suspect dead for years

ByLOU
ONE MORE QUESTION

“ICE officer indicted in Texas after striking immigrant with vehicle”, 30 October 2026
(PHOTO VIA THE HILL — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. A Harris County grand jury indicted an ICE officer on
October 30 for ramming his SUV into a Houston man on October 11.

WHO GETs PAID. The receipts name no buyer yet.

WHAT sLIPs. The file ICE used to chase a suspect kept the suspect listed as
alive for years after he had died, and nobody checked it before the pursuit
started.

WHAT's NEXT. IfICE's pursuit records keep running on names long after
the people are gone, the pattern already shows what else bad government
arithmetic survives unchecked: the efficiency office's $214 billion savings
claim stood for eight months in 2025 before independent tallies put the real
number as low as $1.4 billion.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

My wife told me to leave it alone. Twice. Once when I got
up at eleven to find the folder, and once around two, when
she heard the garage door and came out in her robe to ask
what exactly I thought I was going to find out there that I
hadn't found in the house. I didn't have an answer for her. I
still don't, entirely. But I went out to the garage anyway, be-
cause that's where the toolbox is, and because I wasn't going
to sleep regardless, and a man might as well do something
with his hands while his head won't quit.

Here's what wouldn't let me alone. On October 11th, ICE
agents in Houston were trying to pull over two men — a Jose
Mendoza-Cervantes and a Miguel Parra Hernandez — when
the two got out of their vehicle and ran. An ICE officer driv-
ing an unmarked SUV struck Parra Hernandez. Broke his leg.
I wrote that part down clean: struck, with a vehicle, during a
pursuit. No argument from anybody on that....

...(cont) Three days later the Harris County district attorney,
Sean Teare, said he was looking at the video and considering a
felony charge — aggravated assault with a deadly weapon, the
kind of charge that can carry twenty years. The story that ran
about his review used a word I keep turning over, not because he
said it in quotes — he didn't, and I'm not going to pretend he did
— but because the headline writer reached for it anyway: ap-
peared. The vehicle appeared to veer intentionally into the man.
I don't know what the DA's exact words were that day. I know
what the headline decided to call it. I genuinely don't know.
That's not a complaint. That's a question I can't answer from
where I'm sitting.

Then, on the 17th, a different fact landed that I had to read
twice. An immigration advocacy group told reporters that the
man ICE was chasing that morning — Mendoza-Cervantes, the
one who ran — has, according to their research, been dead for
almost ten years.

Out in the garage, I was looking for a fan belt. What I found
instead was a receipt, folded up behind the coffee cans, for a car
I traded in before my daughter started high school. She's thirty-
one now. I still get the recall notices for that car. Some depart-
ment somewhere still has it on a list, still sends the letter, still
believes the thing it's addressed to is sitting in somebody's drive-
way waiting to be fixed. The car doesn't exist. The letter doesn't
know that. The letter keeps arriving like the car is still out there,
like the chase is still live.

On Friday, the 30th, a Harris County grand jury indicted the
officer — Mario Alberto Morales, thirty-three — on that same
charge, aggravated assault with a deadly weapon. That part is
settled now. He's charged. The man he hit is in the hospital
record with a broken leg and a hip injury, and that's settled too.

What isn't settled, at least not for me, standing in a cold
garage at two in the morning with a fan belt in one hand and an
old recall notice in the other, is what you call the thing the gov-
ernment was chasing when the SUV turned. A man. A name. A
file.

Oh — one more thing, and then I promise I'll let you get back
to bed.

€ FROM THE CORNER €

DurcH

AN ICE AGENT WAS INDICTED FOR RAMMING AN SUV INTO A MAN WHILE CHASING A SEC-
ond man an advocacy group says has been dead for roughly ten years,
and the file never flagged it. That's not a wrong turn, that's a machine
that stopped checking whether the target was alive a decade before it de-
cided to run someone over looking for him. You get in your car tomor-
row morning, you back out of the driveway, and somewhere a federal list
still has your name on it from an address you left years ago, still live, still
active, still worth a chase to whoever's holding the wheel.

“you don't indict a man this fast for hitting somebody by
accident — twenty years on the table in nineteen days
means they knew exactly what the tape showed. And the
thing is, it doesn't matter to Parra Hernandez's leg whether
the guy they were chasing has been dead ten years or ten
minutes — the SUV doesn't check the file before it turns.”

— Sal

.
“Look, an indictment isn't a conviction, and aggressive
enforcement sometimes means split-second calls on bad
information — that's not a scandal, that's a staffing
problem. The target being deceased for a decade is,
admittedly — did I say that? That's not really a defense of
anything, is it.”

— CA ip

THE RECEIPTS

ICE officer charged in Texas after allegedly hitting man with vehicle

CBS News MAINSTREAM 16:11 EDT

A U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement officer was charged with
a felony for allegedly hitting a man with a vehicle earlier this month.

But: Republicans' reconciliation package puts $70 billion into ICE's
department NBC News, May 2026

ICE officer indicted in Texas after striking immigrant with vehicle

The Hill MAINSTREAM 13:36 EDT

An Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officer who hit and
injured a man with a vehicle in Houston, Texas, was indicted by a
grand jury in Harris County on Friday. The 33-year-old officer,
Mario Alberto Morales, was indicted on a charge of aggravated
assault with a deadly weapon after allegedly driving his vehicle into
Miguel...

But: Republicans' reconciliation package puts $70 billion into ICE's
department NBC News, May 2026

ICE officer who struck man with vehicle during pursuit indicted: DA

ABC News MAINSTREAM 16:28 EDT

The officer, Mario Alberto Morales, was charged with second-degree
aggravated assault with a deadly weapon, according to the Harris
County District Attorney's Office.

But: Republicans' reconciliation package puts $70 billion into ICE's
department NBC News, May 2026

ICE agent charged after ramming unmarked SUV into man in Texas

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 14:27 EDT

Agent Mario Alberto Morale charged with aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon over incident in Houston A federal immigration
agent who drove into and seriously injured a Texas man on 10
October after a botched traffic stop was indicted Friday on a charge
of aggravated assault with a deadly weapon. Mario Alberto Morales,

33, an agent...

- ICE agent strikes man with vehicle during pursuit in Texas,

officials say from the morgue, 11 Oct 2026

- ICE officer appeared to intentionally strike man with vehicle in

Houston: Prosecutor from the morgue, 14 Oct 2026

- Texas prosecutor considering felony charges for ICE agent who

ran over man from the morgue, 14 Oct 2026

- Immigrant ICE searched for in Texas when agent hit man with

car has been dead for years: Report from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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Judge calls third Comey prosecution a
possible exercise in futility; prosecutors

suggest a fourth charge anyway.

ByLOU
ONE MORE QUESTION

“Judge hears arguments over Comey's request to throw out new allegations against
him?”, 30 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA ABC NEWS — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. The Justice Department told a federal judge it may bring a
fourth charge against James Comey.

wHo GETS PAID. The Justice Department gains open-ended leverage over
one of the president's most prominent critics.

WHAT sLIPs. The time limit meant to stop decade-old leaked-information
charges slips as the department files a third, possibly fourth, case anyway.

WHAT's NEXT. Thejudge's ruling on whether to dismiss the third case is
pending; it will decide whether a fourth charge is reached at all.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

My wife told me to leave this one alone. I did not leave it
alone. I was up past one in the morning, running the week's
dates over again, Monday through Friday, the way you check
a receipt against a till slip that keeps coming up short no
matter how many times you re-add the column.

Monday, the record says, the Justice Department filed a
third criminal case against James Comey, accusing the for-
mer FBI director — per The New York Times — of leaking
classified information from about a decade ago. Two earlier
FBI investigations into that same leak had already closed
with no charges at all. That's not a guess on my part. It's the
sequence, in the order it happened: the same leak, two dead
ends, and now a third filing....

...(cont) That same Monday, a federal judge ruled the Justice
Department had illegally fired Comey's daughter, Maurene
Comey, from her own job as a federal prosecutor. She'd held that
job for a decade, the judge found, with consistently strong re-
views, right up until her firing in July 2025. I don't have a ques-
tion about that part. I have the date, and the date is Monday,
same as the other one.

Friday is what kept me up a second night. Comey's lawyers
were back in court, and according to The Hill, their argument
was that the Justice Department had simply waited too long to
bring these charges. CBS reported that prosecutors and the de-
fense faced off over that same motion. ABC reported the judge
had not yet ruled on whether to throw the case out.

Here's where I went out to the car. I keep a folder in the glove-
box — registration, insurance card, the receipt from the one time
the fan belt went — and Friday night I sat out there with the
dome light on, laying the court reporting next to itself the way I
lay those receipts side by side when a bill doesn't match what I
was quoted. According to the Washington Examiner, Judge
Trevor McFadden pressed Comey's attorneys on whether dis-
missing this case could turn into what he called a great exercise
in futility, if a grand jury later comes back with an indictment
over more recent conduct. That's on the record, from the bench,
Friday afternoon.

And at that same hearing — this is the part I kept rereading —
The New York Times reported that prosecutors suggested they
may seek additional charges against Comey. I asked the man at
the corner store this morning if he could explain why a depart-
ment would float a fourth charge the same day a judge wonders
aloud whether Kkilling the third one would accomplish anything.
He sells lottery tickets and cigarettes for a living. He didn't have
an answer. Neither do I.

Oh — one more thing, before I let you go. Two investigations
into this leak closed without charges. The third is being argued
over right now, this week, on the grounds that it came too long
after the fact. The New York Times didn't say what a fourth
charge would even cover. Does anything in the record say what
it's supposed to be about?

My wife's probably still right. I should have left it alone.

“They open a case that might get laughed out of court, and
in the same breath they tell you there's a backup ready.
That's not a prosecution, that's a protection racket run on
the calendar. A grand jury doesn't convene for free, and
you're the one footing the bill either way.”

— Sal

[ ] B
“Look, keeping every option on the table is just good
lawyering, that's not some backup plan, that's prosecutorial
discretion — wait, did I just say the department needs a

fourth charge in case the third one doesn't hold? That's not
what I meant to say”

- CAfp

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— Justice Department offers $1 million for voter fraud tips; the pope's
mail ballot isn't among them. By Ruth - the afternoon edition, 30 October
2026

— Justice Department charges Comey a third time, days after a judge
ruled it illegally fired his daughter. By Lou - the afternoon edition, 30
October 2026

— Judge asks how suspects were found; Justice Department answers
with subpoenas, a $1 million bounty, and friendly judges. By Lou -
the afternoon edition, 30 October 2026

— Asked how it identified suspects, Justice Department responds with

criminal subpoenas instead of an answer. By Lou - the morning
edition, 30 October 2026

— Justice Department'’s voter list, rejected in three courts, promoted
to grand jury subpoenas five days before the election. By Lou - the

evening edition, 29 October 2026
— Group called the Department of Peace publishes names of 10,000

ICE and Border Patrol agents By Mitch - the evening edition, 29 October
2026

THE RECEIPTS

Judge hears arguments over Comey's request to throw out new allegations
against him

ABC News MAINSTREAM 14:30 EDT

A judge has not yet ruled on a request from ex-FBI Director James
Comey to throw out criminal allegations accusing him of mishandling
classified information in 2016.

But: The DOJ disbanded its crypto enforcement team in April 2025
and ordered inconsistent investigations closed - while the president's
famﬂy runs a Crypto bUSiIleSS CNBC, 8 April 2025 (Blanche memo)

Judge grills Comey’s lawyers over effort to dismiss new charges
Washington Examiner 14:47 EDT

A federal judge grilled former FBI Director James Comey’s attorneys
on Friday over whether their effort to dismiss the Justice
Department’s latest criminal case could become “a great exercise in
futility” if a grand jury returns an indictment alleging more recent
conduct. U.S.

But: The DQ]J disbanded its crypto enforcement team and ordered
inconsistent investigations closed, while the president's family runs a
Crypto bUSiIleSS CNBC, 8 April 2025 (Blanche memo)

DOJ, Comey's lawyers face off in court over latest attempt to charge
him

CBS News MAINSTREAM 14:03 EDT

Lawyers for former FBI Director James Comey were back in federal

court arguing that the Justice Department's latest attempt to

prosecute him should be dismissed.

But: The DOJ disbanded its crypto enforcement team and ordered
investigations closed - while the president's family runs a crypto
business CNBC, 8 April 2025 (Blanche memo)

Prosecutors Suggest They May Seek Additional Comey Charges

The New York Times MAINSTREAM 16:22 EDT

At a hearing in federal court, prosecutors defended an unusual,
11th-hour criminal case accusing the former F.B.I. director of

leaking classified information a decade ago.

[Sut: The DOJ disbanded its crypto enforcement team in April 2025
and ordered inconsistent investigations closed - while the president's
famﬂy runs a Crypto bUSiIleSS CNBC, 8 April 2025 (Blanche memo)

Comey lawyers fight for dismissal of third criminal prosecution

The Hill MAINSTREAM 14:00 EDT

Lawyers for James Comey tried to persuade a federal judge Friday
that the Trump administration's third attempt to prosecute the
former FBI director for allegedly disclosing national defense
information should be stopped because the Department of Justice
(DQOJ) waited too long to bring the charges. U.S. District Judge Trevor
McFadden, an...

- Maurene Comey was illegally fired as federal prosecutor, judge

rules from the morgue, 26 Oct 2026

- Justice department charges ex-FBI director James Comey for

third time from the morgue, 26 Oct 2026

- DOJ Charges Former FBI Director James Comey for Third Time

from the morgue, 27 Oct 2026

- Trump DOJ Charges Ex-FBI Chief James Comey a Third Time
from the morgue, 26 Oct 2026
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RECORD PROFIT, RECORD PUMP

'Irump calls record diesel prices proot of a
fortune; Exxon and Chevron just made
exactly that.

By RUTH
THE MONEY DESK
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“ExxonMobil and Chevron report blowout profits as Trump touts benefits of high oil
prices”, 30 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA NBC NEWS — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. ExxonMobil and Chevron posted blowout profits
running refineries at full tilt into record diesel prices.

WHO GETS PAID. ExxonMobil and Chevron, the refiners that set the diesel
supply, collect the profit.

WHAT sLIPs. Nothing slips here yet.

WHAT's NEXT. If the pattern holds, the next move is supply theater, not a
profits check; that is what Washington got after March 31, 2022, when the
government released 180 million barrels from the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve under a fact sheet blaming "Putin's Price Hike at the Pump."

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

In August, the average gallon of diesel in the United States
had not yet reached its most expensive hour, but the average
gallon of gasoline had: four dollars and eight cents, every day
of the month, the first time that had happened in the
nation's history, and ninety cents more than the same gallon
cost a year before. The war the United States was running
against Iran was the reason given for the record.

The diesel gallon caught up fast. On September 4th it
reached five dollars and eighty-five cents, an all-time high,
and the economist Dean Baker wrote on social media that
"Trump did it," putting a byline on the record. The gallon
broke that record again the next day, to five dollars and
eighty-eight cents — two records in two days, both of them
set before Labor Day had even arrived. Axios reported that
incumbent Republicans were fretting over what the number
would do to them in November; their own internal polling
showed that when voters were asked whom to blame for it,
they answered with the president's name....

...(cont) Six weeks later, at a rally in Arizona, hours after new
federal data showed inflation running at its highest level in
months, the president offered his own reading of that same gal-
lon to the crowd: "Because of the price of oil, Texas and
Oklahoma and North Dakota and all these places, we're making
a fortune. He named the states. He did not name the
companies.

On October 30th he did not have to. ExxonMobil and Chevron
reported third-quarter profits built by running their refineries at
full tilt into the identical high diesel prices the president had just
finished calling a fortune — the war with Iran, and the conflict
with Russia, doing for refining margins what no lobbyist needs
to ask Congress for directly. The fortune was real. It was also
specific: it belonged to two companies, collected a gallon at a
time, at pumps used by households that did not report a blowout
quarter of their own.

Four days remain before the election that will tell
Republicans whether their own pollsters had it right about who
gets blamed for the number.

€ FROM THE CORNER €

Durcu

Dieser Hir $5.85, THEN $5.88 THE NEXT DAY. THAT'S NOT A MARKET FINDING ITS
price, it's a toll booth with a war attached, and Exxon and Chevron own
the gate. The truck that burns that diesel to stock your grocery store pays
more to run, the store passes the charge down the shelf, and it lands as
the extra coins on the sticker price of the milk in your cart this week.

“They're not lying when they say somebody's making a
fortune off this war, they just leave the pronoun out. Every
dime you watched land on that pump sign in September
landed in a quarterly report in October, and the report
didn't have your name on it. Diesel's what hauls your
groceries to the shelf, so when the refineries run flat out
into a record price, you're not watching a market, you're

watching the margin.”

— Sal

®
“Look, this is just energy markets functioning correctly —
high prices signal investment, investment means more
supply down the road, that's basic — did I say the refineries
are running at full tilt right now, into the high prices,

instead of expanding anything? That's not — okay, that
one's not great for me either”

— C’A "P

THE RECEIPTS

ExxonMobil and Chevron report blowout profits as ‘Trump touts benefits
of high oil prices

NBC News MAINSTREAM 10:35 EDT

The two largest U.S. oil companies, ExxonMobil and Chevron reported
blowout profits as oil prices remain sharply elevated due to the U.S.

war with Iran.

Chevron and Exxon rake in profits thanks to diesel prices boosted by

Iran and Russia conflicts
Washington Examiner 09:11 EDT

Chevron and Exxon Mobil earned significant profits during the third
quarter of this year as the companies ran their refineries at full tilt,
taking advantage of higher diesel prices. Oil and gas majors have
benefited from President Donald Trump’s war in Iran throughout this

year, as oil and gas prices have soared due to supply [...]

- "We're Making a Fortune, Trump Says of High Oil Prices as

Working Class Pays from the morgue, 15 Oct 2026

- 'Trump Did It!": At $5.85 a Gallon, Diesel Price Hits All-Time
High in US Thanks to War on Iran from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- Trump Hammered Over Iran War That Drove Gas Prices Above

$4 Per Gallon Every Day in August for First Time Ever from the

morgue, 31 Aug 2026

-'Can't Message That Away': GOP Frets as Trump Administration

Desperately Spins Record-High Diesel Prices from the morgue, 5

Sep 2026
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Justice Department oflers $1 million for
voter fraud tips; the pope's mail ballot isn't
among them.

By RUTH
THE MONEY DESK

“Pope Leo XIV makes history as first pope to vote in US general election”, 30 October 2026
(PHOTO VIA NEW YORK POST — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Pope Leo XIV mailed a ballot from Vatican City to vote in
Illinois' midterm election.

wHo GETS PAID. The Justice Department, which expands its subpoena
power over California's county election clerks while leaving the pope's
ballot unexamined.

WHAT sLIPs. Equal enforcement slips: the department's subpoenas and $1
million bounty reach county clerks, while the one ballot from a head of
state carries a scrutiny count of zero.

WHAT's NEXT. If the California subpoenas hold, expect mail-ballot
rejections to spike before any relief arrives; that is what Texas got after its
2022 ID rule: a 12.4 percent rejection rate in March that fell to 1.78 percent
only by the November vote.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

I keep the running file on who gets investigated for this
election and who doesn't, and this week it needed a new tab.

Start on September 10th, when the First Circuit Court of
Appeals called the president's mail-in voting executive order
"likely unlawful," leaving it dead before a single midterm bal-
lot could be cast. On October 15th, Texas got sued after a
computer failure stranded nearly 600,000 voter registrations
days before early voting opened — the state's own system,
not a foreign hand, produced that backlog. On October 26th
the president posted that anybody who reports voter fraud,
past or upcoming, gets $1 million, paid out on arrest and
conviction, with no cases named yet to collect it on. The
same Monday, a federal appeals court declined to let the
Justice Department set aside 20,000 mail ballots in California
that officials called noncitizen votes, and the department
opened the identical inquiry in Washington state before the
ruling's ink dried....

...(cont) Six wire services carried it by Friday morning — Fox,
CBS, Le Monde, ABC, the Washington Examiner, the New York
Post — each one noting the same fact: no sitting pope had voted
in a U.S. election before. None of the six mentioned a subpoena.
None mentioned the $1 million reward, or an inquiry, or a re-
quest for his registration file. The ballot traveled from a city-state
with no voter rolls of its own, filled out by a head of state with
diplomatic immunity, and as of Friday it carries a subpoena
count of zero, a lawsuit count of zero, and a reward-claim count
of zero.

Twenty thousand names in California drew a federal lawsuit
and, within the week, a grand jury. A single ballot from Vatican
City drew six headlines and a wire photo. Hon, that's not a loop-
hole. That's the whole ledger, open on the counter, for anyone
who wants to read which address gets you scrutiny and which
one gets you a souvenir story.

“They put a million-dollar bounty on voter fraud and a
grand jury on county clerks, and the one mail ballot that
actually crossed an international border sails through
without a phone call. That's not an oversight — that's who
the dragnet was built to catch, and it was never going to be
a guy in a white robe in Rome. Follow the subpoenas and

you'll find they stop exactly where the power does.”

— Sal

e =
“Look, the Justice Department is simply following the data
on noncitizen registration — nothing political about a
grand jury the day after a judge asked how they picked their
suspects, that's just diligence. And sure, a ballot that
physically crossed an ocean from a sovereign city-
technically clears every box they're worried about
everywhere else, but he's an American citizen, so that's
fine, that's totally fine. Did I just argue the Vatican's rolls are
cleaner than Fresno County's? That doesn't sound like me.”

— Chip

State

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— Justice Department charges Comey a third time, days after a judge
ruled it illegally fired his daughter. By Lou - the afternoon edition, 30
October 2026

— Judge asks how suspects were found; Justice Department answers
with subpoenas, a $1 million bounty, and friendly judges. By Lou
the afternoon edition, 30 October 2026

— Asked how it identified suspects, Justice Department responds with

criminal subpoenas instead of an answer. By Lou - the morning
edition, 30 October 2026

— Justice Department'’s voter list, rejected in three courts, promoted
to grand jury subpoenas five days before the election. By Lou - the

evening edition, 29 October 2026
— Group called the Department of Peace publishes names of 10,000

ICE and Border Patrol agents By Mitch - the evening edition, 29 October
2026

— Justice Department calls ballot counting disenfranchisement, loses

its bid to stop the count six days before the vote. By Lou - the evening
edition, 29 October 2026

THE RECEIPTS

Pope Leo becomes first pontiff to vote in a U.S. election

CBS News MAINSTREAM 10:20 EDT

The Vatican said Pope Leo exercised his right as a U.S. citizen,
submitting a mail-in ballot in his native Chicago ahead of the midterm

elections next week.

Pope L.eo XIV makes history as first pope to vote in US general election
New York Post 09:35 EDT

Pope Leo XIV has become the first pope to vote in a U.S. general

election.

e ] e E ; ;
DOJ bringe tired, desperate’ noncitizen voter hunt to
Washington, 7 daye before the vote

Common Dreams 08:10 EDT

As a federal appeals court on Monday refused to order California
officials to set aside 20,000 mail-in ballots that the Trump
administration claimed were cast by noncitizens, the US Department
of Justice was already pushing a similar effort in Washington state—
the latest of what one advocate called "tired, desperate attempts by
a...

L.eo XIV cast Midterms ballot, Vatican says

Le Monde MAINSTREAM 09:55 EDT

The Catholic Church's first US-born pontiff submitted his mail-in ballot
in Chicago. It is the first known time a pope has voted in a political

election.

Pope Leo X1V requested a ballot to vote by mail in 2026 elections
Washington Examiner 09:37 EDT

Pope Leo XIV may become the first-ever pope to vote in a secular
election, let alone a U.S. one, as he ordered a mail-in ballot for the 2026
midterm elections. Kim Fladhammer, Will County clerk’s office chief of
staff, told the Chicago Sun-Times that the leader of the Roman Catholic
Church requested a mail-in ballot [...]

Pope L.eo XIV has become the first pope in history to vote in a US
clection

ABC News MAINSTREAM 09:43 EDT

Pope Leo XIV has become the first pope in history to vote in a U.S.
general election

Pope Leo makes history in US election with move confirmed by Vatican
Fox News 10:45 EDT

Pope Leo XIV requested a mail ballot from Vatican City to vote in
Illinois' midterm elections, potentially the first pope to vote in a U.S.

election.

- Trump issues $1m reward for reporting voter fraud in past or

upcoming elections from the morgue, 26 Oct 2026

- Trump dangles $1m reward for reporting voter fraud in past or

upcoming elections from the morgue, 26 Oct 2026

- Texas sued after glitch delays almost 600,000 voter registrations

from the morgue, 15 Oct 2026

- Appeals Court Rejects 'Likely Unlawful' Trump Push to

Undermine Mail-In Voting as Supreme Court Looms from the

morgue, 10 Sep 2026
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Judge asks how suspects were found; Justice
Department answers with subpoenas, a $1
million bounty, and friendly judges.

ByLOU
ONE MORE QUESTION

“Election-Denying Trump Judges Preside Over Nearly Every Battleground Midterm Race:
Analysis”, 27 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA COMMON DREAMS — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. The Justice Department subpoenaed three Los Angeles
County election workers to federal court on November 4, the day after the
midterms.

WHO GETs PAID. The Justice Department's election-fraud effort gains
subpoena power over the local officials who count the votes.

WHAT sLIPs. A federaljudge's question about how suspects were identified
gets answered with a subpoena, and the county workers who count ballots
lose the chance to answer to the public first.

WHAT's NEXT. If this pattern holds, a court steps in: that is what happened
in Washington after March 2025, when the citizenship-proof provisions of
the president's election order were permanently blocked fifteen months
later, in June 2026.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

I didn't sleep last night, and I want to blame the fan belt —
the car's been making that whine since July, the one that
means a replacement I keep saying I'll get to on a Saturday —
but it wasn't the belt. It was a court date. I lay there doing
arithmetic in the dark until my wife told me to leave it alone
and get some sleep, which I have never once in forty years
managed to do when she says it that way.

Here's the arithmetic she told me to leave alone. Three
employees of the Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder's
office were subpoenaed this week and ordered to appear in
federal court on November 4th. Is November 3rd the date
sixty of the country's most contested House and Senate races
are scheduled to be decided? If the ballots get counted on the
3rd and the court date is the 4th, which one happens first —
the count, or the explaining of the countz...

...(cont) I took the car in last month for a noise under the
hood and asked the man a plain question: what's wrong with it.
He didn't answer that. He wrote up an invoice for parts he hadn't
ordered yet and told me to come back Thursday. I paid him any-
way, because apparently that's how it goes now — you ask a
question, a bill comes back instead — and I didn't think much of
it until this week, when I noticed it isn't only my garage.

Go back to October 17th. The Justice Department sent a letter
to California election officials warning that anyone who "know-
ingly tabulates" ballots cast by noncitizens risks prosecution. Did
the letter explain how the department had identified which bal-
lots those were? Or did it only say what happens to the people
counting them?

Two days earlier than that, on October 15th, in Texas, a com-
puter failure had left almost six hundred thousand voter registra-
tion applications stuck in the system, just as early voting was set
to open. Is a stuck application the same thing as a fraudulent
one? Did the state call the glitch itself a crime, or just a glitch?

On October 26th, the president posted that a million dollars
would go to anyone reporting voter fraud, past elections or the
midterms — payable, the post specifies, upon the arrest and con-
viction of whoever's responsible. Has an arrest been announced
yet, anywhere, against anyone? Has a conviction?

The next day, October 27th, a nationwide review of judicial as-
signments found that fifty-three of those sixty marquee races sit
in districts or states with at least one Trump-appointed, election-
denying judge seated to hear whatever challenge comes. Fifty-
three of sixty — is that most of the map, or some of it?

So: a warning letter on the 17th. A bounty with no name at-
tached to it on the 26th. A judge roster on the 27th. That's the se-
quence I had laid out last night, if you want to call a glovebox full
of gas receipts a dashboard.

Oh — one more thing, and I nearly left without it, same as I
nearly left that garage without reading my own invoice closely
enough to catch the line items I hadn't agreed to. A nationwide
reporting project published today found this isn't only a
California story. It found the same shape — officials questioned,
then subpoenaed, then left to explain themselves in a courtroom
instead of to the public — running through election offices in
more than one battleground state at once. The question a federal
judge in California asked this month was how the department
identified its suspects in the first place. Before you go: in any of
those states, has anybody answered that yet?

“They asked the Justice Department a simple question —
how'd you find these people — and got a subpoena back
instead of an answer, the day after the votes get counted,
with a bounty on the books for fraud nobody's named and
judges already seated for whatever fight comes next. That's
not an investigation, that's a chokehold with a filing fee,
and it's running the same way in more than one
battleground state right now. The workers who count your

ballot are the ones getting the court date.”

— Sal

e =
“Look, the Department is simply following up on a letter it
sent — that's not harassment, that's due diligence, and if
these election workers have nothing to hide they have
nothing to — did I just say that, that's not even — okay, the
reward is for real fraud, we take fraud seriously, we just
haven't paid anybody yet, which honestly proves the
system is working exactly as — it's working. It's working.”

— Chip

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— Asked how it identified suspects, Justice Department responds with
criminal subpoenas instead of an answer. By Lou - the morning
edition, 30 October 2026

— Justice Department'’s voter list, rejected in three courts, promoted

to grand jury subpoenas five days before the election. By Lou - the

evening edition, 29 October 2026
— Group called the Department of Peace publishes names of 10,000

ICE and Border Patrol agents By Mitch - the evening edition, 29 October
2026

— Justice Department calls ballot counting disenfranchisement, loses
its bid to stop the count six days before the vote. By Lou - the evening
edition, 29 October 2026

— Minecraft billionaire lists $70 million mansion seventeen days

after Newsom endorsed a measure cancelling the billionaire tax

By Sterling - the evening edition, 28 October 2026

THE RECEIPTS

Election-Denying Trump Judges Preside Over Nearly Every
Battleground Midterm Race: Analysis

Common Dreams 10:52 EDT

If the Trump administration decides to challenge the outcome of any of
the dozens of battleground contests in next week's midterms, there's a
significant chance that one of the president's handpicked, election-
denying judges will oversee the case. That's according to a report

published Tuesday by the advocacy group Demand Justice, which...

But: The DO]J disbanded its crypto enforcement team in April 2025
and ordered inconsistent investigations closed - while the president’s
family runs a Crypto business CNBC, 8 April 2025 (Blanche memo)

DOJ subpoenas California officials in voter rolls investigation
escalation

The Hill MAINSTREAM 10:23 EDT

The Department of Justice (DOJ) has issued subpoenas to California
officials in its latest move in scrutinizing voters in the state who
aren't U.S. citizens. Three subpoenas were sent to employees of the
Los Angeles County Registrar-Recorder, ordering them to appear in
court on Now.

Trump Has Tried to Exert More Control Over Elections. Here Are the
Key Findings From Our Reporting.

ProPublica 11:10 EDT

The post Trump Has Tried to Exert More Control Over Elections. Here
Are the Key Findings From Our Reporting. appeared first on
ProPublica .

- Trump administration threatens California officials if

noncitizens vote in midterms from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

- Trump issues $1m reward for reporting voter fraud in past or

upcoming elections from the morgue, 26 Oct 2026

- Texas sued after glitch delays almost 600,000 voter registrations

from the morgue, 15 Oct 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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