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Bolsonaro threatens to annul the election he lost, flees instead, declares
himself leader anyway.

BY THE LODGERS
The Euro Desk

Today we are making a non-concession, which is not a dish you can get over
here, so I will go slowly. You will need a presidential runoff held on a
Sunday, a candidate who refuses to accept he lost it, a flight to Miami, and a
president in Washington who has not yet said who won; there is no quick
substitute for an actual concession.
CrLive Won. I am, if we are keeping score, the only person in this house who
has ever actually won an argument, and I believe Gary will confirm it was
Tuesday.
GAry Confirm nothing. The only thing settled on a Tuesday in this house is
the boiler going off, and Clive conceding that was not a win, it was a draught.
Begin with the forty-eight hours. Flavio Bolsonaro, who lost a dramatic
runoff Sunday to Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, spent them refusing to concede,
then threatening to annul the result outright; that part went back in the pan
before it was finished, and by Wednesday he was on a plane to Miami
instead.

RoB Plane. Of course it's a plane. Does nobody else wonder who's left doing
... Continued on Page A226
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‘My granddaughter asked me what the scariest costume was, and [ said, well, in 2018 it was a
caravan. October 22nd: ‘a National 'mergy," with the typo. October 29th: "This is an invasion
of our Country and our Military is waiting for you!" Fifiy-two hundred troops sent the same
day. Then I found a count of how ofien one network said the word: twelve hundred two times
the week before the election. Two hundred three the week afier. And the people in it were at
the border in 'l'ijuana, about a hundred asylum claims a day, three thousand names on a list.
Sorry, the kids are at the door. If it was an emergency on November 5th, where was it on the

13th?” — Lou
... Continued on Page W78

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING

THE RESCUFE IS A LOAN

One section of the federal passport rules refuses the book to a parent more than

$2,500 behind on child support, and lets the State Department refuse it to an
American who has not paid back the seat on the flight out of a war.

... Continued on the Investigative Reporting page

Washington Iixaminer reports the same $994 payment five times this

month, each time with fewer days left

BY RUTH

The Money Desk

On October 7th the Washington Examiner reported that a Social Security pay-
ment worth $994 would arrive in 23 days. On October 10th, the same pay-
ment, the same $994, was reported arriving in 20 days. On October 11th it
was 19 days. On October 28th, the same $994, now two days out. Four head-
lines, four editions, one number: $994. The only figure that moved, each
time, was the one anybody holding a calendar could have supplied without a
byline.

That payment went out. On October 31st the Examiner opened a new
clock: a December payment, worth $994, arriving in 31 days. The number
that had just finished counting down to zero started over at the top, un-
changed. Five headlines this month, one amount, carried from November
into December without so much as a comma's difference.

The October 31st edition also carried a second countdown, running on its
own clock: a Social Security retirement payment, capped at $5,181, arriving
in 10 days. Two countdowns, two numbers, one masthead, neither requiring

a reporter so much as a calendar and the payment schedule the Social
... Continued on Page F131

Trump mourns carriage industry's death, blaming ‘one tragic accident” afier
decades of public debate.

BY MORT

The Records Bureau

New York City's horse-drawn carriage industry died Oct. 22, when the City
Council voted 40 to 7 to end it.

It did not go quietly, and it did not go fast. Mayor Zohran Mamdani and
Council Speaker Julie Menin struck the deal to end it on Oct. 14; the formal
vote came eight days later, Thursday afternoon, closing out decades of public
debate in a single sitting. The ban itself does not take effect until June 2028,
so the carriages have nineteen months of this city left in them before the law
finishes the job the vote started. That is not an execution. That is a long good-
bye, dressed up as a verdict.

The margin says something the date alone would not. Forty to seven is not
a fight; it is a formality that took decades to become one. Whatever case the
carriage trade had made across those years of controversy, it did not survive
contact with a council that had already counted its votes before the mayor
ever signed on.

President Trump marked the death the same day, calling it "so sad" and at-

tributing it "largely" to "one tragic accident" — his phrase for whatever inci-
... Continued on Page B49

Administration vows Iran war ends soon,’ then threatens Iran with

consequences.

BY MORT
The Records Bureau

Whatever infancy it had was combative from the start: on September 1st, af-
ter American forces resumed bombing Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
targets, the president took to Truth Social to warn Iran it would be hit "at a
much harder and higher level" if it retaliated. That is not a peace plan. Itis a
warning label.

By the end of the month the promise had competition. Axios reported that
the president was willing to offer Iran sanctions relief and unfreeze its funds
for a look at its nuclear program. Monday, he denied it on Truth Social, call-
ing the story untrue and the offer, by extension, imaginary. Whatever door
had opened closed again without anyone outside the family hearing it latch.

Tuesday, in Lubbock, Texas, the promise learned a new trick. "You'll see
Iran in a couple of weeks, if you don't mind," the president told a rally crowd,
dating the war's resolution to a campaign schedule for a second time this au-
tumn. A deadline that moves with the election is not a deadline. It is bunk,
dressed as one.

Friday the promise met its own contradictions in public. Iran's supreme
... Continued on Page B49

Homeland Security upgraded the Omar case from strong to large in the

nineteen days since searching her home.

BY MITCH

Investigations

The paperwork is still the story, so let me walk you through it in order.

13 September: Fox News carries the border czar confirming a criminal in-
vestigation into Rep. IlThan Omar and declining to describe it. 18 September:
Omar says the Department of Homeland Security has not contacted her. 12
October: Homeland Security agents search her Washington home. 13
October: she calls the search part of a playbook meant to produce a distrac-
tion ahead of the midterms.

Then the adjectives arrive. All together now — follow the adjective. On 16
October the Homeland Security secretary told CBS News the probe was a
"strong case," and that investigators expected to present it to a grand jury. On
17 October the New York Post reported that federal investigators were build-
ing a case that could lead to deporting her. On 18 October former President
Barack Obama wrote that the government cannot selectively target individu-
als for their political beliefs or for what they say, which is the sort of sen-
tence that used to be a civics worksheet. On 21 October the Washington

Examiner reported the case is complicated by procedural factors: when the
... Continued on Page B49

Trump's 250-foot arch tor snipers and drones, built for America's 250th
anniversary, draws second lawsuit this month

BY LOU

One More Question

Before I ask you anything, let me just read you the list. I wrote it all down in
order, it's in the raincoat here, hold on — ah. Here it is.

April: the Commission of Fine Arts approves the arch. September 4: the
Interior Secretary, Doug Burgum, announces excavation will begin.
September 20: the President posts that the arch will incorporate a "top grade
military complex," at the request of the U.S. military, for National Security
purposes. Snipers. Drones. September 28: the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation closes its consultation with the experts and the general public.
October 9: Arlington County sues. October 31, yesterday: Washington, D.C.,
and Virginia sue the National Park Service and the Interior Department.

That's the list. I didn't add anything to it. That's just the order it came in.

Now, the twenty-eighth. I want to go back to the twenty-eighth, and I'm
sorry, because I assumed the first time that I'd copied it down backwards.
The council's vice chairman, Travis Voyles, sent a letter saying the consulta-
tion was closing, and here's the reason given: addressing the experts' con-

cerns and the general public's would require them to deviate from the
... Continued on Page B49

Students marching over classroom rats enter weekend three; now showing at

American rallies, three days before the vote.

BY MORT

The Records Bureau

The accurate name for what French schoolchildren are doing died on 20
October, at a rally in Kansas, at the age of roughly seven weeks. It is survived
by a third weekend of marches, by an interior minister's warning, and by an
American election on Tuesday. It was preceded in death by the arrest count.

It was born in September at a single school in the economically deprived
suburbs of Paris: teacher shortages, overcrowded classrooms, dilapidated
buildings beset by rats and falling debris. Democracy Now! reported on 6
October that nearly 2,000 high schools had been blockaded or closed.

The renaming began the following week, and renaming is penny-ante
work. On 18 October the Washington Examiner reported the president telling
France to "close your borders" while police arrested 1,800. On the 20th, from
a stage in Kansas, the Guardian reported him attacking "migrants and com-
munists," turning the demonstrations into a cautionary tale for American
voters while his party faced midterm losses. France 24 published a fact-check
on the 21st: the immigration claims were false. Inside four days the thing had

been called rioting and looting, then called somebody else's invasion, and
... Continued on Page B48

Trump's $8 billion farm rescue arrives at under five times what billionaires
Ji

already spent steering the election

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

The war in Iran turned six months old in August with no end in sight, after
the administration said it would be quick. In September, a United Nations in-
quiry found the strikes already carried out were likely war crimes. The
Congressional Budget Office filed its own number days later: nearly $40 bil-
lion spent, and conservative, its word, not an upper bound. A senator who
voted to confirm the defense secretary has since called for his firing twice,
and a member of his own party has filed paperwork to impeach him. The
president has said publicly the war will not conclude before the election. The
farmers paying the diesel prices this war helped drive up did not get a line in
any of that.

Then came the fund. On October 7th, an analysis counted $1.7 billion
spent by 172 billionaire families on the 2026 midterms, the most ever
recorded in a midterm cycle, most of it routed through the super PACs the
2010 Citizens United decision built for exactly this purpose. Two days after
that, CBS News ran a farmer's verdict on the fund in its headline: a dime too

late and a dollar too short. The same story asked John Boyd Jr., who founded
... Continued on Page F131

“Read the page top to bottom and notice what connects it: somebody priced
something you thought was yours — your ballot, your checkup, your tank of gas —
and mailed you the bill with a flag stamped on it. I started circling the good news. Still
holding the pen.”

— Sal

“Every story on this page is a success that hasn't been explained to you properly yet.”
— Chip

Snow held the fox's prints till the thaw,

while the farmer mended the door.
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THE COUNTDOWN

Washington Fxaminer reports the same
$994 payment five times this month, each
time with fewer days left

By RUTH
THE MONEY DESK

“December Social Security direct payment worth $994 goes out in 31 days”, 31 October
2026 (PHOTO VIA WASHINGTON EXAMINER — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. The Washington Examiner published the same $994
Social Security payment amount five times this month, each time citing a
different number of days until it arrives.

WwHO GETs PAID. The receipts name no buyer yet.

WHAT sLIPs. The press's own job here — telling readers something new —
slips into recycling one fixed number as if each countdown were news.

WHAT's NEXT. The December $994 payment is due around December 1,
and the retirement payment capped at $5,181 is due around November 10;
both are already on the calendar.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

On October 7th the Washington Examiner reported that a
Social Security payment worth $994 would arrive in 23 days.
On October 10th, the same payment, the same $994, was re-
ported arriving in 20 days. On October 11th it was 19 days. On
October 28th, the same $994, now two days out. Four head-
lines, four editions, one number: $994. The only figure that
moved, each time, was the one anybody holding a calendar
could have supplied without a byline.

That payment went out. On October 31st the Examiner
opened a new clock: a December payment, worth $994, arriv-
ing in 31 days. The number that had just finished counting
down to zero started over at the top, unchanged. Five head-
lines this month, one amount, carried from November into
December without so much as a comma's difference....

...(cont) The October 31st edition also carried a second count-
down, running on its own clock: a Social Security retirement
payment, capped at $5,181, arriving in 10 days. Two count-
downs, two numbers, one masthead, neither requiring a re-
porter so much as a calendar and the payment schedule the
Social Security Administration already publishes.

A reconciliation, then, hon. The December headline calls the
payment "Social Security." The body copy, in its first sentence,
names it correctly: Supplemental Security Income.

None of the five articles changes the $994. None changes the
rule that produces it — the first of the month, pushed to the last
business day of the one before when the first falls on a weekend.
What changes, edition to edition, is the number of days between
the reader and a figure that was never in motion. That is not five
stories. That is one fact, filed five times, with the countdown do-
ing the work a single sentence could do: the payment is $994, it
arrives on the first of the month, next.

The retirement payment capped at $5,181 will presumably get
its own run of editions before it arrives, each one subtracting a
day. The arithmetic is not the news. The number of times the
arithmetic gets billed as news is.

€ FROM THE CORNER €

Durch

TaE WASHINGTON EXAMINER RAN THE SAME $994 FIGURE IN FIVE HEADLINES THIS
month, each one naming a different number of days until it arrives. That
is not reporting, that is a countdown clock wearing a byline, selling the
reader the same fact back one subtraction at a time. Because the number
never moves, the only thing the reader needed was the calendar nailed to
the kitchen wall, where the first of the month was already circled before
the paper ever ran it.

l’;

“They don't call it a rerun, they call it an update. Same $994,
five headlines, each one just subtracting a day off a number
the reader could get from a calendar nailed to the wall.
That's a countdown clock wearing a press badge, counting
down to a check that doesn't move while they count.”

— Sal

e =
“This is basic constituent service — people need to know
when their check arrives, and Social Security already
p}lblishes the payment calendar, so we're just reporting it.
Five times. For the same payment. That does sound like a
lot of times to report a date that's printed on a government
website. Did I say that? That doesn't sound like me.”

_ CA '.P

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— Judge pauses plan to speed children through an asylum system
already denying 94 percent of claims By Mitch - the evening edition, 31
October 2026

THE RECEIPTS

December Social Security direct payment worth $994 goes out in 31
days
Washington Examiner 09:00 EDT

The December 2026 Supplemental Security Income payments, worth up
to $994, will be sent to recipients in 31 days. SSI payments are typically
issued on the first day of each month. If the first day falls on a
weekend or federal holiday, the payment is sent on the last business
day of the previous month [...]

First round of November Social Security payments goes out in 10 days
Washington Examiner 06:00 EDT

The first round of November Social Security payments for retirees, now
capped at $5,181, will be issued in 10 days. When will payments arrive?
Retirees born on or before the 10th of a month will receive this
payment on Tuesday, Nov.

- November Social Security direct payment worth $994 goes out

in two days from the morgue, 28 Oct 2026

- November Social Security direct payment worth $994 goes out

in 19 days from the morgue, 11 Oct 2026

- November Social Security direct payment worth $994 goes out

in 20 days from the morgue, 10 Oct 2026

- November Social Security direct payment worth $994 goes out

in 23 days from the morgue, 7 Oct 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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‘Trump mourns carriage industry's death,
blaming "one tragic accident” after decades

of public debate.

By MORT
THE RECORDS BUREAU

October 2026 (PHOTO VIA WASHINGTON EXAMINER — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. New York City's Council voted to end horse-drawn
carriages after decades of debate.

wHo GETsS PAID. The receipts name no buyer yet.
WHAT sLIPs. Nothing slips here yet.

WHAT's NEXT. The ban does not take effect until June 2028, so the industry
keeps operating under today's rules until then.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

New York City's horse-drawn carriage industry died Oct.
22, when the City Council voted 40 to 7 to end it.

It did not go quietly, and it did not go fast. Mayor Zohran
Mamdani and Council Speaker Julie Menin struck the deal to
end it on Oct. 14; the formal vote came eight days later,
Thursday afternoon, closing out decades of public debate in
a single sitting. The ban itself does not take effect until June
2028, so the carriages have nineteen months of this city left
in them before the law finishes the job the vote started. That
is not an execution. That is a long goodbye, dressed up as a
verdict....

...(cont) The margin says something the date alone would
not. Forty to seven is not a fight; it is a formality that took
decades to become one. Whatever case the carriage trade had
made across those years of controversy, it did not survive con-
tact with a council that had already counted its votes before the
mayor ever signed on.

President Trump marked the death the same day, calling it "so
sad" and attributing it "largely" to "one tragic accident" — his
phrase for whatever incident the Council had spent years citing
as cause. A president does not usually eulogize a municipal li-
censing fight. That he did here says less about the carriages than
about who gets mourned in this country, and who decides.

The stranger survivor arrived nine days later. The Washington
Examiner, no ally of the mayor on any other subject, ran a col-
umn headlined "Mamdani is ... right?" and meant it. Decades of
debate had produced plenty of malarkey from every direction,
and the Examiner's own writer waited until the vote was fin-
ished before conceding the socialist mayor's side of it. That is
not an endorsement. It is a eulogy, filed by the one mourner no-
body expected to show, arriving later than the president's and
emptier of nostalgia.

What dies here is not the horse or the park, and certainly not
the clip-clop Trump mourned. It is a business model that de-
pended on nobody counting too closely — not the hours, not the
pavement, not the accidents. In lieu of flowers, the city might
spend the nineteen months before June 2028 deciding what else
in New York has lasted this long only because nobody ever put it
to a vote.

“Decades of complaints, a 40 to 7 vote, and the president
boils the whole record down to one accident he never even
names. That is not grief, that is erasing the paper trail. Next
time somebody tells you a program failed because of one
bad apple, ask how many decades of bad apples it took to

get a vote that lopsided.”

— Sal

e =
“This is heritage, this is tourism, this is a hundred and sixty
years of New York character the Council torched over one
tragic accident — did I say one? There might've been others
the Council kept citing for years, but one is the number

that fits on a sign, and nostalgia polls better than a safety
record anyway.”

— CAI'p

THE RECEIPTS

Mamdani is ... right? It's time to retire New York's horse-drawn carriage
tradition

Washington Examiner 11:00 EDT

From the passenger seat, it is easy to understand the appeal. A horse-
drawn carriage moving through Central Park offers a little piece of an
older New York: the clip-clop of hooves, trees overhead, skyscrapers

beyond them and, for a few minutes, the illusion that the city has

slowed down. It is romantic.

- New York City moves to ban horse-drawn carriages from the

morgue, 14 Oct 2026

- New York City votes to end century-old horse-drawn carriage

industry from the morgue, 22 Oct 2026

- New York City votes to ban Central Park horse-drawn carriages

after decades of debate from the morgue, 23 Oct 2026

- Trump decries Mamdani deal to ban New York City horse

carriages: ‘So sad’ from the morgue, 22 Oct 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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Administration vows [ran war ends soon,
then threatens Iran with consequences.’

By MORT
THE RECORDS BUREAU

“Trump and Netanyahu Need to Choose Victory on Iran”, 31 October 2026
(PHOTO VIA NATIONAL REVIEW — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. President Trump again promised that the Iran war will
end "soon," without giving any further detail.

wHo GETS PAID. The receipts name no buyer yet.

WHAT sLIPs. The public's ability to hold the administration to a fixed
timetable slips, since no date or detail has been given in over a month.

WHAT's NEXT. If Congress again declines to vote on this war, it continues
unchecked; that is what Congress got after it vetoed the Yemen war
resolution in 2019: support for that war continued 21 more months.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

Whatever infancy it had was combative from the start: on
September 1st, after American forces resumed bombing
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps targets, the president
took to Truth Social to warn Iran it would be hit "at a much
harder and higher level" if it retaliated. That is not a peace
plan. It is a warning label.

By the end of the month the promise had competition.
Axios reported that the president was willing to offer Iran
sanctions relief and unfreeze its funds for a look at its nu-
clear program. Monday, he denied it on Truth Social, calling
the story untrue and the offer, by extension, imaginary.
Whatever door had opened closed again without anyone out-
side the family hearing it latch....

...(cont) Tuesday, in Lubbock, Texas, the promise learned a
new trick. "You'll see Iran in a couple of weeks, if you don't
mind," the president told a rally crowd, dating the war's resolu-
tion to a campaign schedule for a second time this autumn. A
deadline that moves with the election is not a deadline. It is
bunk, dressed as one.

Friday the promise met its own contradictions in public.
Iran's supreme leader warned the United States and Israel
against new attacks, Qatari mediators kept pushing for a deal,
and the president again predicted the war would end soon, again
without saying how. The same day, his administration warned
Iran of "consequences," and Marco Rubio raised energy security
and the Strait of Hormuz at the G20. National Review asked
whether the president and Netanyahu would choose victory, in-
sisting any resumed offensive needs a clear goal to justify it —
the choosing, evidently, already made for them earlier in the
week, in Lubbock.

The promise is survived by a war that has not stopped, a me-
diation that has not closed, and a sanctions offer the president
calls fiction. It is preceded in death by every earlier version of it-
self — the one from September, the one from the rally, the one
from this morning's wire. In lieu of flowers, ask the White House
for the detail it has owed since September.

“This promise renews like a subscription nobody can
cancel — it comes back every few weeks with the same
line, no date attached. The Strait of Hormuz gets a warning
label, Rubio gets a seat at the G20, and Congress still hasn't
cast a single vote on this war. "Soon" survives because
nobody who could end it has to put it on the calendar”

— Sal

You don't hand the enemy a calendar — the "soon" moves

because the situation on the ground moves, that's just good

operational security. And warning Iran about

n n
consequences” the same week you're promising peace
that's leverage, that's — wait, that's also just the same threat

from September with a new date stamped on it. Did I say
that? Forget I said that.”

- CA/p

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— The promise that the Iran war will end "soon" turns thirty-nine

days old, no details added By Mort - the evening edition, 31 October 2026

— Trump vows Iran war ends "whenever I want," tells Gulf allies
when: after the vote. By Mort - the afternoon edition, 28 October 2026

— Senators demand the Iran war's accounting; Pentagon's reply is a
bigger bill. By Mort - the morning edition, 28 October 2026

— Netanyahu predicts cheaper gas once the war ends, the war that
already made Trump $4.4 million. By Ruth - the afternoon edition, 19
October 2026

— Trump endorses Netanyahu to keep from finishing his own war
alone By Ruth - the afternoon edition, 18 October 2026

— Border czar teases 'criminal’ probe he won't explain, DOJ explains
it by raiding her home. By Mort - the afternoon edition, 12 October 2026

THE RECEIPTS

Trump and Netanyahu Need to Choose Victory on Iran
National Review 06:30 EDT

A resumed offensive must have a clear goal to justify it.

But: "Tll meet with Putin. I'll meet with Zelensky... And within 24
hours, that war will be settled" - Trump, 10 May 2023; CNN counted

53 SUCh promises CNN fact check, 25 April 2025 (all 53 instances)

Iran's supreme leader warns U.S., Israel against new attacks

CBS News MAINSTREAM 11:15 EDT

President Trump predicted the war with Iran is "going to end soon,"
without offering any details, as Qatari mediators push for a deal.

Trump admin threatens Iran with ‘consequences’ as allies convene amid
threats of post-election escalation

Fox News 07:00 EDT

The Trump administration warned Iran of consequences as Marco
Rubio raised energy security and Strait of Hormuz concerns at the G20

meeting.

- Trump hints at post-midterm strikes on Iran: ‘You'll see Iran in

a couple of weeks’ from the morgue, 28 Oct 2026

- Trump Issues New Mass Murder Threat, Warning Iran of

'Biggest Attack of Them All' from the morgue, 1 Sep 2026

- Trump denies Axios report that he offered Iran sanctions relief

from the morgue, 29 Sep 2026
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