The Single-Column Edition

FROM*EACH

=« SATURDAY, 31 OCTOBER 2026 — THE MORNING EDITION FREE, FOREVER

Judge pauses plan to speed children through an asylum system already
denying 94 percent of claims

BY MITCH
Investigations

I never have to meet anyone in a parking garage. That is the small mercy of
this desk: the material arrives published, paginated and free, and all I do is
read it in order.

Today a federal judge paused the administration's plan to fast-track asylum
interviews for unaccompanied children. The New York Times put the quali-
fier in the headline — for now. Lawyers for the children called the plan a de-
portation assembly line, and I want to be careful with that phrase, because
an assembly line is a machine for producing an identical object at speed.

All together now — the June tally from the Executive Office for
Immigration Review, which is to say the administration's own immigration
courts. Ninety-four percent of asylum claims decided that month were de-
nied. The same analysis notes that the courts are plowing through asylum
cases at an expeditious rate. Expeditious is their word. I have no improve-
ment to offer on it.

So the memo a judge paused today was a plan to speed up a process that

denies 94 percent of the claims it decides. I have reread that sentence several
... Continued on Page T30
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‘It’s the litdde loop that bothers me. The forecast map from August 29th, and then on September
4th there's this extra curve in black marker, reaching into Alabama. The lorecast gave
southeastern Alabama about a five percent chance of tropical-storm winds; the Birmingham
office said Alabama would "N O'l' see any impacts.” I wo days later, an unsigned statement took
his side. The next year the inspector general wrote it 'did not further NOAA's or NWS's
interests.” Excuse me — [ forgot my umbrella. The loop was drawn in 2019. Who's drawing the

map now?" — lou
... Continued on Page W77

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING

THE RESCUE IS A LOAN

One section of the federal passport rules refuses the book to a parent more than

$2,500 behind on child support, and lets the State Department refuse it to an
American who has not paid back the seat on the flight out of a war.

... Continued on the Investigative Reporting page

Students marching over classroom rats enter weekend three; now showing at

American rallies, three days before the vote.

BY MORT

The Records Bureau

The accurate name for what French schoolchildren are doing died on 20
October, at a rally in Kansas, at the age of roughly seven weeks. It is survived
by a third weekend of marches, by an interior minister's warning, and by an
American election on Tuesday. It was preceded in death by the arrest count.

It was born in September at a single school in the economically deprived
suburbs of Paris: teacher shortages, overcrowded classrooms, dilapidated
buildings beset by rats and falling debris. Democracy Now! reported on 6
October that nearly 2,000 high schools had been blockaded or closed.

The renaming began the following week, and renaming is penny-ante
work. On 18 October the Washington Examiner reported the president telling
France to "close your borders" while police arrested 1,800. On the 20th, from
a stage in Kansas, the Guardian reported him attacking "migrants and com-
munists," turning the demonstrations into a cautionary tale for American
voters while his party faced midterm losses. France 24 published a fact-check
on the 21st: the immigration claims were false. Inside four days the thing had

been called rioting and looting, then called somebody else's invasion, and
... Continued on Page B48

The promise that the Iran war will end 'soon” turns thirty-nine days old, no
details added

BY MORT
The Records Bureau

The promise that the Iran war will end "soon" turned thirty-nine days old on
Friday, and it has not yet been supplied with a single detail.

It was born September 22nd, on the floor of the United Nations, where the
president told the General Assembly he had "a big decision to make":
whether to annihilate Iran or strike a deal with it after November's midterm
elections. The next day, CBS News asked the Iranian-American activist Masih
Alinejad what she made of a head of state weighing the fate of her country
against a campaign calendar. The promise did not yet have an age. It only
had an audience.

The war had already missed one off-ramp. Days later, Iran offered seven
days to reopen the Strait of Hormuz; the offer was declined, and the bombing
it might have averted was moved to after the midterms. The president's am-
bassador to the United Nations told Fox News, that same stretch, that $6.48
diesel was Ukraine's doing. The war stayed on the calendar. The explanation
kept moving.

By October 15th the promise had learned a new line. Speaking to re-

... Continued on Page B48

Trtump's $8 billion farm rescue arrives at under five times what billionaires

already spent steering the election

BY RUTH

The Money Desk

The war in Iran turned six months old in August with no end in sight, after
the administration said it would be quick. In September, a United Nations in-
quiry found the strikes already carried out were likely war crimes. The
Congressional Budget Office filed its own number days later: nearly $40 bil-
lion spent, and conservative, its word, not an upper bound. A senator who
voted to confirm the defense secretary has since called for his firing twice,
and a member of his own party has filed paperwork to impeach him. The
president has said publicly the war will not conclude before the election. The
farmers paying the diesel prices this war helped drive up did not get a line in
any of that.

Then came the fund. On October 7th, an analysis counted $1.7 billion
spent by 172 billionaire families on the 2026 midterms, the most ever
recorded in a midterm cycle, most of it routed through the super PACs the
2010 Citizens United decision built for exactly this purpose. Two days after
that, CBS News ran a farmer's verdict on the fund in its headline: a dime too

late and a dollar too short. The same story asked John Boyd Jr., who founded
... Continued on Page F131

Zelensky named Hegseth for the month's delay; the sale came four days

later, $500 million smaller than Septembers.

BY RUTH
The Money Desk

Start with the filing, because the filing is the easy part. On Friday the State
Department approved a possible sale of 500 Patriot interceptor missiles to
Ukraine, valued at $2.1 billion. The Hill, describing the sale, reports it is
funded entirely by U.S. partners and allies. That is the table. Now the ledger
it is supposed to reconcile with.

On October 15 the New York Post reported that Ukraine had depleted its
stash of interceptors for the Patriot system while Russian ballistic missiles
kept landing. Not running low. Out.

Five days later, on October 20, Russia sent another wave. At least seven
dead by officials' count, four of them in the Kyiv region, 27 wounded there,
children among them. Ukrenergo reported power outages in twelve regions.
Zelensky said that day that Ukraine had nearly run out of Patriot interceptors
and that the Pentagon was delaying the delivery of missiles other countries
wanted to send. Of a separate Sunday evening attack, he said Washington
gave Kyiv no warning it was coming, and called the American position a de-

nial of reality.
... Continued on Page F131

The Michigan Democrat AIPAC, Cruz and RFK Jr. spent October

attacking is the one asked to apologize

BY LOU
One More Question

LOU: Forgive me, I'm in the wrong building again. I went down to the health
window, the one with the pamphlets by the door, because I had a question
about something a health secretary wrote, and the gentleman there said sir,
this is immunizations. I said that's exactly what I thought it was. He sent me
upstairs to the people who take complaints about advertisements, and the
woman up there said the ads aren't hers, she only takes forms, and the forms
for this kind of thing are federal, and the federal ones are across town, and
by then it was raining and my car needs a fan belt and I had four rooms'
worth of notes and no room that wanted them. So let me just read you what
the wrong rooms told me. I wrote it all down. Just a second. Ah — here itis.
The campaign-finance people gave me this one. A report filed the tenth of
October: AIPAC's super PAC, the United Democracy Project, resumed spend-
ing in the Michigan Senate race, $95,000 on mailers opposing the Democratic
nominee, Dr. El-Sayed, to help the Republican, Mike Rogers. The report came
a day after Rogers and El-Sayed had gone at each other on a debate stage

about healthcare and drug prices. So the mailer has a payer, and the payer
... Continued on Page A226

Justice Department sues to block Alaska's certification, surges agents, then

says it is not assuming a crime occurred

BY STERLING

The Ownership Desk

There is a crime in this somewhere, you would think, and the United States
Attorney in Anchorage will not name it. Michael Heyman confirmed a crimi-
nal investigation and a civil one on Friday, and said he is "not making any as-
sumptions on whether a crime has been committed or not." Hold that order.
The suit asking a court to withhold certification of Alaska's Senate race was
filed a week ago; the relief it asks for arrives only if Dan Sullivan loses. The
ballots it challenged numbered zero. The grounds have been arriving since,
in instalments: law enforcement surged, and a Friday filing asking that every
ballot ranking Daniel J. Sullivan be segregated for voter confusion.
Segregated, not counted. And how does setting a ballot aside establish that
the voter who marked it was confused? The filing does not say. A condition
precedent is the event a promise waits upon; until it occurs, nothing is owed.
Here the event is not a finding ... it is a Republican defeat. The New York
Times reported on Wednesday that Peltola's campaign recruited the second
Sullivan; she denies knowing of "any other candidate" besides herself and the

incumbent. On 27 August, two months before her campaign recruited any-
... Continued on Page B48

Fourth court order this month tells Justice Department to stop threatening

the people counting the votes.

BY LOU

One More Question

I had the wrong building, then the wrong floor, and I'd like to get that out of
the way first, because everything I'm about to read you came to me sideways.

Friday morning I went downtown with one question. The woman at the
first counter could not have been nicer about it: wrong floor. The second
counter said wrong agency, try the clerk. The clerk said they don't keep any-
thing that comes out of Washington, that'd be the court. The court said look it
up, it's public. So I stood on the steps in the rain in the one raincoat I own,
which is also the raincoat I own in August, reading the pages I'd folded into
the pocket. Four rooms, each one pointing at the next. I'm told that's normal.

The pages are out of order. Hold on. Here.

October 17th, the Guardian prints a letter from senior Justice Department
officials to election officials in California. Local officials who process and tab-
ulate ballots submitted by suspected noncitizen voters, it says, are putting
themselves at risk of criminal investigation and potential prosecution. The
department's phrase for the offense is "knowingly tabulate." I circled it out

there on the steps, because I couldn't work out who, in a room holding ten
... Continued on Page B48

“Nothing up there is a conspiracy. That's the part that should worry you — it's all on
the record, filed, stamped, and in a couple of cases notarized.”

— Sal

“Nothing here is a scandal. A scandal requires surprise, and I can assure you nobody
involved was surprised.”

— Chip

By spring the dog sleeps in the shed.

A man finds fewer hens at dusk.
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Students marching over classroom rats enter
weekend three; now showing at American
rallies, three days before the vote.

By MORT
THE RECORDS BUREAU

“France heads into third weekend of protests as youth-led rallies erupt across Europe”, 31
October 2026 (PHOTO VIA NEW YORK POST — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. French students entered a third weekend of protests over
school funding; Trump's rallies call the protests migrant and communist
unrest.

WHO GETS PAID. Republicans three days from the midterms get campaign
footage out of a foreign school-funding fight.

WHAT sLIPs. One outlet filed the same Saturday's arrest count at 135 and at
nearly 1,000, so readers lose the plain record of what police did.

WHAT's NEXT. If the mass arrests hold, few end in convictions;
Washington charged 234 people after the January 2017 march, convicted
no defendant who went to trial, and dropped the last 39 cases in July 2018.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

The accurate name for what French schoolchildren are
doing died on 20 October, at a rally in Kansas, at the age of
roughly seven weeks. It is survived by a third weekend of
marches, by an interior minister's warning, and by an
American election on Tuesday. It was preceded in death by
the arrest count.

It was born in September at a single school in the eco-
nomically deprived suburbs of Paris: teacher shortages, over-
crowded classrooms, dilapidated buildings beset by rats and
falling debris. Democracy Now! reported on 6 October that
nearly 2,000 high schools had been blockaded or closed....

...(cont) The renaming began the following week, and renam-
ing is penny-ante work. On 18 October the Washington Examiner
reported the president telling France to "close your borders"
while police arrested 1,800. On the 20th, from a stage in Kansas,
the Guardian reported him attacking "migrants and commu-
nists," turning the demonstrations into a cautionary tale for
American voters while his party faced midterm losses. France 24
published a fact-check on the 21st: the immigration claims were
false. Inside four days the thing had been called rioting and loot-
ing, then called somebody else's invasion, and the students got a
vote on neither name.

The count went next. Fox News filed one Saturday's arrests at
135, and later in the month at nearly 1,000. The Morning Star re-
ported on 25 October that more than half a million people
marched over school funding and the soaring cost of living, that
the government put the arrests near a thousand, and that tear
gas and water cannon met the Paris march near its endpoint. Of
the figures in circulation — 135, nearly 1,000, 1,800 — one of
them is the number of people who spent that night in a cell. The
footage runs the same either way.

Which brings us to tonight. The New York Post reports a third
weekend beginning and Interior Minister Laurent Nufiez warn-
ing of a "very high risk" of disorder, especially after dark on
Halloween. The schools are still the schools. The rats are still
the rats. Three days from now Americans vote, and some of
them will have seen all this on a screen behind a podium, under
a caption written in Kansas.

In lieu of flowers, ask whoever shows you the footage what
the marchers asked for, and check the arrest count twice before
Tuesday.

[ el

o

«gids marched because there are rats in their school and
the building drops pieces on them, and inside two days that
became an immigration ad in Kansas. Same month, the
same network files one Saturday at 135 arrests and then at
nearly a thousand — pick a number, because the picture
plays fine with either one under it. Three days from now
people vote here on a feeling they got from a crowd over
there that was asking for a working classroom.”

— Sal

oy B
“Look, the man never said the schools were fine — did I say

that? That doesn't sound like me — he said close your

borders, which is a separate point, and a half a million
people in the street with water cannon is not exactly a bake
sale. The arrest figure moved because the situation was
moving; nobody's hiding anything, the second number is
bigger, which if anything proves our side was being
conservative. And honestly, whether it's rats or riots, the

lesson for Tuesday is the same, so I don't see what we're
arguing about.”

— Chip

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— France deploys 70,000 police to guard a headcount two papers still
cannot agree on. By Mort - the evening edition, 25 October 2026

— Same Saturday, Europe's protests get three different tallies — and
the mob still makes the New York Post's deadline. By Mort - the
morning edition, 25 October 2026

— Students protesting rats and falling debris in their schools became
footage at Trump's midterm rallies; one Saturday's arrest count was
filed at 135, then nearly 1,000. By Mort - the evening edition, 25 October
2026

THE RECEIPTS

France heads into third weekend of protests as youth-led rallies erupt
across Furope
New York Post 03:29 EDT

Interior Minister Laurent Nufiez warned of a “very high risk” of

disorder, especially after dark on Halloween.

-'The Government Is Trembling': Protests Erupt in France,

Spreading to 140 Cities from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

- Police and protesters clash across France from the morgue, 25

Oct 2026

- Trump attacks ‘migrants and communists’ as he tries to exploit

France unrest from the morgue, 20 Oct 2026

- Trump's former campaign manager on GOP ahead of midterms:

'It's ugly' from the morgue, 24 Oct 2026

- France on edge: nearly 800 protests as police clash with

demonstrators from the morgue, 24 Oct 2026

- More than 1,000 arrested in France as protesters and police

clash from the morgue, 26 Oct 2026

- 135 people arrested across France as police find potential

weapons on protestors, official says from the morgue, 24 Oct 2026

- Nearly 1,000 arrested across France as police find potential

weapons on protestors: officials from the morgue, 24 Oct 2026

- French CEO warns "purely chaotic' riots prove the country has

reached the 'dead end of socialism' from the morgue, 24 Oct 2026

- Trump tells France ‘close your borders’ as police arrest 1,800 in

violent protests from the morgue, 18 Oct 2026

- Trump exploits France riots to push false immigration claims

ahead of midterms from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

- French police arrest 1,800 after clashes and looting from the

morgue, 18 Oct 2026

- Mass protests challenge Macron as French police use tear gas

and water cannons from the morgue, 24 Oct 2026

- BROADCAST BIAS: Networks show France burning but
highlight ‘peaceful’ protesters from the morgue, 24 Oct 2026

- Police fire tear gas at barricaded high school in Paris as protests

spread to Belgium from the morgue, 8 Oct 2026

- Police and masked protesters clash in Brussels as anti-austerity

rally of thousands from the morgue, 9 Oct 2026

- BBC calls France protests 'mostly peaceful' as footage shows

rioters torching cars, battling police from the morgue, 19 Oct 2026

-'This Is Going Global': Anti-Austerity Protests Spread From

Spain and France to Chile, Belgium, and Beyond from the morgue,

8 Oct 2026

- Macron slams Trump for ‘stupid’ comments about French riots

and warns public of ‘foreign manipulation’ from the morgue, 21

Oct 2026

- France has fallen. America can’t be next from the morgue, 21 Oct
2026

- Anarchy in France: Behind the riots and violent protests from

the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

- How Trump's camp is exploiting France's riots to energize the

MAGA base ahead of US midterms from the morgue, 21 Oct 2026

- Macron scoffs at Trump arch rivalry: ‘Monuments are bigger

than ourselves’ from the morgue, 23 Sep 2026

- French student riots spill across Europe as Belgian minister

attributes violence to antifa from the morgue, 8 Oct 2026

- Macron says violent rioters will be ‘prosecuted and punished’

as buildings burn in France from the morgue, 17 Oct 2026

- 'The Bastille Has Been Retaken,' Declares Mélenchon as

Student-Led Protests Hit New Heights in France from the morgue,
8 Oct 2026

- Trump finds ominous campaign message in French riots from

the morgue, 20 Oct 2026

- Trump returns to Washington amid midterms campaign blitz as

new polls reveal voters’s concern about US economy - live from

the morgue, 15 Oct 2026

- The Movement: Paris is burning. The American right is

watching. from the morgue, 20 Oct 2026

- Torched cars, ransacked businesses: Anti-Sharia crusader

warns France 'civil war' could be imported to US from the morgue,

20 Oct 2026

- The Anti-French Revolt in France from the morgue, 20 Oct 2026

- France in Flames from the morgue, 20 Oct 2026

- Ro Khanna thinks torching Jewish businesses is an ‘inspiring’

youth movement from the morgue, 20 Oct 2026

- ‘Page one of repressive playbook’: critics warn of Trump’s

conspiratorial attacks from the morgue, 1 Oct 2026

- Trump threads needle between communist attacks against

Democrats and warm embrace of Xi from the morgue, 25 Sep 2026

- France’s insane student protests are really about a growing

radical Muslim population that wants to get rid of democracy

from the morgue, 10 Oct 2026

- The Big Beautiful Bill Is Starting to Bite Before the Election from

the morgue, 23 Sep 2026

-'Sickening and Unacceptable': Anger Mounts as Trump and

Vance Gleefully Rip Healthcare From 750,000 from the morgue, 23

Sep 2026

- Many Americans are relying on multiple forms of credit to

cover expenses. When is it a warning sign? from the morgue, 23

Sep 2026

- Trump gave ‘the red meat, Vance was playing for independents:

Bob Cusack from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

- Fox News’s Baier presses Vance on Trump’s $5K dividend

promise from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Pritzker: Vance is Trump's 'chief bootlicker' from the morgue, 9

Sep 2026

- Bessent Defends Faltering Bond Market Intervention from the

morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Bessent says Treasury is ‘examining’ ability to cut $5,000 checks

without Congress from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Bessent’s move to tamp down rising rates backfires as bond

yields jump, stocks tumble from the morgue, 9 Sep 2026

- The bond market is revolting — and your mortgage is the first

casualty from the morgue, 4 Sep 2026

- Fiscal hawks skeptical of Bessent’s claim that US can ‘grow our

way out’ of $40 trillion debt from the morgue, 27 Aug 2026

- Bessent blasts Warren’s ‘sciolistic’ letter about yen policy from

the morgue, 29 Aug 2026

- Soros-funded Philadelphia district attorney insinuates Trump is

a ‘35-time felon, calling $5,000 dividend a bribe from the morgue,

15 Sep 2026

- Soros-funded Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner’s

terrible, horrible, no good, very bad Thursday from the morgue, 31

Aug 2026

- Voters have a blunt message for Trump about his idea to dole

out $5,000 checks from the morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Why Donald Trump has a Joe Biden problem from the morgue, 15

Sep 2026

- Does Trump have a 'Biden problem' on the economy? from the

morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Trump’s $5,000 dividend falls flat with GOP senators from the

morgue, 15 Sep 2026

- Trump sees backlash over $5K dividend pledge from the morgue,

10 Sep 2026

- Trump plan to raise debt limit on shaky ground from the morgue,

26 Aug 2026

- 5 things to know about Trump's $5K dividend pledge from the

morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Vance strikes back at concern $5,000 Trump dividend will stoke

debt: ‘Wealth will go back to the people’ from the morgue, 10 Sep

2026

- Marshall backtracks on support for $5,000 Trump dividend in

Kansas Senate debate from the morgue, 12 Sep 2026

- Vance and MAGA Inc. work to defend Roger Marshall in redder
Kansas from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Roger Marshall Sued 700 Patients for Debts; 81 Were Arrested.

Now He’s a Senator. from the morgue, 8 Sep 2026

- Conservatives would scream ‘bloody murder’ if Democratic

president offered dividend to maintain power: Guy Benson from

the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Will Trump's payout promises boost Republican appeal to white

women? from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Republicans need a Reagan-style vision to win the battle over

America's future from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Trump’s promised $5,000 ‘dividend’ checks: What to know from

the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump’s Reckless $5,000 ‘Dividend’ from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Republicans bet the House on Trump from the morgue, 14 Sep

2026

- Axelrod dismisses the idea of the proposed $5000 ‘Trump

dividend’ from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump pledges $5K 'Trump dividend' if Republicans hold onto

Congress from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump says $5K dividend checks to Americans will 'happen 100

percent' from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Lawler deflects on supporting Trump's $5K dividend pledge:

'How do you pay for it?' from the morgue, 13 Sep 2026

- GOP rep says priority 'needs to be the military, not $5K checks

from the morgue, 13 Sep 2026

- Susan Collins calls Trump’s $5,000 dividend proposal with no

cap ‘extraordinarily costly’ from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

- Bret Baier presses Paxton on Trump $5K dividend payment

support from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

- Gavin Newsom calls Trump’s $5K voter payout ‘bulls— and a

‘desperate’ power grab from the morgue, 11 Sep 2026

- Trump pitches $5,000 checks, but only if GOP wins House and

Senate from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump's $5,000 payments would reignite inflation, economists

say from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Why Trump's promised $5,000 payments to Americans are

unlikely to happen from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Bond yields rise modestly after Trump's dividend pledge from

the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- GOP leaders blindsided by Trump’s promise of $5K checks from

the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

- Trump promises Obamacare rebates to people in swing states

from the morgue, 10 Sep 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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