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President who pledged to avoid foreign wars trades stock in companies

profiting from the one he started

BY THE LODGERS
The Euro Desk

Today we are making a war that was promised over, which is not a dish you
get over here, so I shall go slowly. You will need a campaign promise, a price
tag still climbing, and a president with money riding on the outcome.

You will need, exactly: forty-seven billion dollars, the Iran war's official
cost as of October 28th; over a thousand stock trades made in June, some in
energy firms; and a September report crediting the whole foreign policy with
saving taxpayers three hundred twenty billion dollars over four years. Keep
all three on the counter; do not let them touch yet.

Crive Invested. I have backed my own work more than once, and no one
here has matched a poet for commitment to a losing position.

Gary Invested is one word for it. I invested an evening in Keith's door, which
no longer exists — the only return this house has seen.

In October, the Pentagon had moved troops out of the hemisphere where
it claims no oil and into the one where it claims thirty-five percent, seating
its largest contractor on the committee planning the future of war. You will

be looking for the vote. There is none; there is a committee, and the contrac-
... Continued on Page A227
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“When my nephew was little we played Monopoly, and he'd tell me he was entitled to Park
Place because hed been going around the board so long. I think about that. Five scats in “lexas:
'we are entitled to five more seats.” Then Indiana, where the map failed 31 to 19 with twenty-
one Republicans voting no, and the answer was, "We won every other state. That's the only
state.” Excuse me — 11l let you get home, it's a big day tomorrow. The seats he's entitled to. Who
votes on them in the morning?” — 1.ou
... Continued on Page W80

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING

THE BADGE DECIDES

The bowling-alley lights were contracted to the cent, $252,876.34, escort extra;

the passes that let 78 reporters in without an escort went dark the day after a
post.

... Continued on the Investigative Reporting page

Justice Department targets 65 officials for holding ICF accountable, stops
sharing its own evidence on ICI killings

BY LOU
One More Question

I need some help understanding this one, and I don't mean that as a trick to
get your attention. The House Judiciary Committee and the Justice
Department are supposed to be the experts on accountability this year.
They're the ones doing it, over and over, to other people. So I'd like to ask
them something plain, if they have a minute for me.

Truthout reported it on November 2nd: since January, the Committee and
the Department have targeted sixty-five state and local officials for trying to
hold ICE accountable. Not for breaking a law that I can find. For asking ques-
tions about what ICE did. What, exactly, does an official have to do to end up
on a list like that?

I went out to the car to sit with it for a minute, because that's usually
where I end up when something doesn't add up and I don't want to stare at it
indoors. I've got a glovebox full of paper I never look at — an expired registra-
tion, a gas receipt from a station I can't place anymore, an old inspection
sticker curling at the corner. None of it's organized. But I don't throw any of it

out, because the whole arrangement of a glovebox is that the paper stays put
... Continued on Page T31

Snap, fourth platform in three months, settles addiction suit; running

admission count stays zero.

BY RUTH

The Money Desk

Snap Inc. settled a lawsuit Monday alleging its app was designed to be addic-
tive, averting trial.

Start with August. On August 26, Meta agreed to pay nearly $18 billion to
settle the addiction lawsuit brought by California and other states, closing
the case before a jury heard it.

Two months later the company was back in a Los Angeles courtroom. The
week of October 28, Meta and Snap returned for the next trial in the same
line of litigation, which alleged their platforms were built to hook young
users.

That trial did not finish either. On October 30, Meta settled with a second
plaintiff — an 18-year-old from Mississippi identified in court papers as
K.D.B. — whose suit alleged that using Instagram and Snapchat as a child
worsened her mental health and contributed to an eating disorder. The set-
tlement landed while jury selection for the next bellwether case was already
underway.

Monday, Snap supplied the fourth repetition. The company joins
... Continued on Page F133

DOJ cuts noncitizen-voter claim by 170,000, loses in court three times,

asks for sanctions on the analysts.
BY MITCH

Investigations

The Justice Department said, in recent months, that 190,000 people on
California's voter rolls were not citizens. It was not settled. It was a dratft.

The department revised it. The 190,000 became 20,000 — an eighty-nine
percent cut — and the department filed an emergency lawsuit to make the
smaller number stick, after early voting had already begun. The suit asked
California to set aside ballots from those 20,000 named voters until someone
could verify their citizenship. The verifying was supposed to happen after the
lawsuit, not before it.

California's governor called the suit "an assault on democracy."

Two days later, on October 29, a federal judge named David Carter, nomi-
nated to the bench by Bill Clinton, declined the same request at the district
level. Judge Carter called it legally thin and said it appeared designed to cast
doubt on an election that had not happened yet.

Three days after the first appellate ruling, on October 30, a second panel
of the Ninth Circuit also split 2 to 1, and also rejected the request, finding no

new reason to like the number. That ruling opened a path to the Supreme
... Continued on Page B51

Jettries called a cross-party endorsement partisan hack'in September,
pushed Stevens from his caucus Monday for hers.

BY LOU

One More Question

I want to say up front that this isn't my beat. I don't cover Senate races for a
living, I don't know anybody at the Washington Examiner, and I don't know
anybody at Truthout either, but they cover this stuff every day and I only
come around when I'm stuck, so maybe one of them can walk me through it,
because I've read this twice now and I still don't follow it.

I wrote this down because I didn't trust myself to remember it right.
Saturday, Mike Rogers put out a video, direct to camera, saying he will not
take action to restrict abortion rights at the federal level if Michigan elects
him Tuesday. I underlined that part — federal level — because here's the page
I can't quite find, hang on, there it is: the same man once co-sponsored a bill
that would have banned abortion from the point of conception, and that bill
wasn't a state bill either. It was federal too.

I have this one highlighted, too: Monday, Haley Stevens went on the radio
and somebody asked her straight out whether she'd been pushed into en-
dorsing Rogers. She said she made the decision herself. Fine. I believe peo-

ple can make their own decisions. I'm just trying to work out the headcount
... Continued on Page A227

Trtump's closing argument before Americans vote: a $14 million pool and a

Jjoke about naming it after himself.

BY RUTH

The Money Desk

On August 28, the president posted an update on the Lincoln Memorial
Reflecting Pool, quoting Interior Department official Greg Wischer: "Coming
out great!" Open in a few weeks, Wischer said.

On October 6, the president said repairs were close to complete and the
pool would be refilled with water "this week." He also touted unfounded
claims that the pool had been vandalized.

Two days later, on October 8, he said the work was almost done. The
project, underway since April to be finished ahead of the country's 250th
birthday, was by then six months old.

On Monday, the day before voters decided control of Congress, the presi-
dent stood at the finished pool and walked through it in the kind of detail a
resurfacing contract usually gets filed, not announced: the pipe, the grass,
the granite. He floated renaming it the Trump Reflecting Pool, then said he
was joking.

The Washington Examiner counted the minutes: close to half of what had

been billed as his closing argument to voters went to the pool. The same pa-
... Continued on Page F133

C!BS Sports needed three years and $50.3 million to confirm the 2023

Orange Bowl broke FMorida State.

BY GUS
The Sports Desk

® HOT MIC MOMENT

Somebody get this reporter the political desk. Florida State fired its ath-
letic director September 14th, has not filled that chair in the seven weeks
since, and just authorized $50.3 million to walk a football coach out the door
besides. A public university is paying premium exit money at the top while

its own administration sits empty in the middle. Send this upstairs.
... Continued on Page S20

Mayor threatens third lawsuit against ICF in a month, files none.
BY THE WRECKING CREW

The Remedy Desk

One job. Find the paper that says who owns the ground underneath.

Start at the start. October 2, the mayor threatens to sue Columbia
University over College Walk, the footpath locked since the 2023 campus
protests, unless the school reopens it. No ownership claim attached — the
city doesn't hold title to a private university's sidewalk. Just a threat to sue,
over a gate the letter says has stayed shut three years.

Fourteen days later, October 16, Mamdani and other New York Democrats
send a different kind of letter, this one to private parking-lot owners, asking
them not to rent space to ICE for staging raids. Not a lawsuit threat. A request
with a return address, no court attached, aimed at property the city has no
more claim to than it did at Columbia's sidewalk.

Monday the job changes shape. The mayor's letter to the Trump adminis-
tration calls ICE's use of city-owned properties 'unauthorized and is therefore
illegal,' property that 'endangers City residents, and sows fear among those
who seek to access City property.' The planner studies the three letters side

by side and likes what's finally sitting in this one: for the first time, the thing
... Continued on Page T31

“Nothing up there is a conspiracy. That's the part that should worry you — it's all on
the record, filed, stamped, and in a couple of cases notarized.”

— Sal

“Nothing here is a scandal. A scandal requires surprise, and I can assure you nobody
involved was surprised.”

— Chip

By spring the dog sleeps in the shed.

A man finds fewer hens at dusk.

ENOCH - THE OWNERSHIP DESK
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Justice Department targets 65 oflicials for
holding ICFE accountable, stops sharing its
own evidence on ICE killings

ByLOU
ONE MORE QUESTION

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. The House Judiciary Committee and the Justice
Department targeted state and local officials trying to hold ICE
accountable.

wHo GETs PAID. ICE keepsthe power to investigate itself without outside
scrutiny, while officials who challenge it face federal investigation.

WHAT sLIPs. Minnesota's investigators lose access to the evidence they
need to determine whether federal agents wrongfully killed Renee Good
and Alex Pretti.

WHAT's NEXT. If this holds, vindication comes years late; that is what
Castle Hills, Texas got after its 2019 arrest: the charge dropped, a 2024
Supreme Court win, and a $500,000 settlement six years on.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

I need some help understanding this one, and I don't
mean that as a trick to get your attention. The House
Judiciary Committee and the Justice Department are sup-
posed to be the experts on accountability this year. They're
the ones doing it, over and over, to other people. So I'd like to
ask them something plain, if they have a minute for me.

Truthout reported it on November 2nd: since January, the
Committee and the Department have targeted sixty-five state
and local officials for trying to hold ICE accountable. Not for
breaking a law that I can find. For asking questions about
what ICE did. What, exactly, does an official have to do to
end up on a list like that?...

...(cont) I went out to the car to sit with it for a minute, be-
cause that's usually where I end up when something doesn't add
up and I don't want to stare at it indoors. I've got a glovebox full
of paper I never look at — an expired registration, a gas receipt
from a station I can't place anymore, an old inspection sticker
curling at the corner. None of it's organized. But I don't throw
any of it out, because the whole arrangement of a glovebox is
that the paper stays put in case somebody with a badge wants to
see it.

Minnesota is investigating two deaths from the crackdown
there earlier this year — Renee Good and Alex Pretti, both killed
by federal officers. Alex Pretti died in January; he was thirty-
seven, a nurse. The state sued the federal government back in
March for the materials on both cases. In court filings this
October, Minnesota said the federal government had paused
handing that material over. If the Committee can put that many
officials under review for asking ICE a question, what's the re-
view called for the agency that stopped answering a state's ques-
tions about two people who are dead?

Susan and Michael Pretti held a press conference on October
27th — their first public remarks since their son died in January
— and accused federal officials of stonewalling them and shield-
ing his killers. They weren't trying to get anybody added to a list.
They were trying to get the Department to hold somebody ac-
countable for what happened to their son. Do they get the file?

I've got a dog in the yard who's barked at the same mail car-
rier for six years running, and nobody at the Postal Service has
ever opened a file on him either way. I bring him up only be-
cause I'm trying to find the actual line between who gets looked
at and who doesn't, and from where I'm sitting, I can't find it by
myself. Could the Committee draw that line for me, in writing,
the way they apparently already have for everybody else on their
list?

I keep thinking about the glovebox, honestly. Not because it's
a clever comparison. Because it's the only place I've got where I
understand the rule: the paper stays, in case somebody asks.
Minnesota asked in March. By October they were still waiting. I
don't know what you call that, and I was hoping the Committee
could tell me, since they seem to have a name for everything
else this year.

Oh — before you go, one more thing. I'm sorry, I told myself I'd
leave this alone, but I keep landing back on it wrong. Sixty-five
people got put under a microscope this year for asking ICE to an-
swer for something. How many has anybody put under one for
refusing to answer Minnesota?

| e

“This is the oldest con there is: they tell you the watchmen
need watching, then they only agree to watch the people
watching ICE, never the people ICE killed. Sixty-five names
got a federal file opened in ten months; the agents who
shot Renee Good and Alex Pretti haven't had their
paperwork handed over since March. That's not confusion,
that's the design, and it's your tax dollars running it both

ways.’

— Sal

“Look, oversight is oversight — the Committee has every
.right to review local officials who get in the way of federal
Immigration enforcement, that's just checks and balances
working as intended. The pause in Minnesota is a routine
procedural matter while litigation is ongoing, it's not —
wait, did I just call withholding evidence in two fatal
shootings a "procedural matter"? That doesn't sound like

»

me.

— Chip

THE RECEIPTS
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DOJ targets 65 officials for policing ICE as agency gets
B70 billion boost

Truthout = 16:29 EST

Since January, the House Judiciary Committee and Department of
Justice have targeted 65 state and local officials.

- Minnesota officials say US government stopped sharing

evidence on fatal ICE shootings from the morgue, 23 Oct 2026

- ‘Shameful’: Alex Pretti’s parents accuse Trump officials of

shielding son’s Kkillers from the morgue, 27 Oct 2026

- ‘Shameful’: Alex Pretti parents accuse Trump officials of

shielding son’s Killers from the morgue, 27 Oct 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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Snap, fourth platform in three months,
settles addiction suit; running admission
count stays zero.

By RUTH
THE MONEY DESK

“Meta settles with second plaintiff during trial over social media addiction”, 30 October
2026 (PHOTO VIA THE HILL — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Snap settled a lawsuit Monday over addictive app design,
avoiding trial, the fourth such platform settlement since August.

wHo GETS PAID. The social media industry buys the end of trial testimony
on app design, paying settlements instead of changing the product.

WHAT SLIPS. A jury'schance to see how these apps were built slips away
each time the case settles before a verdict.

WHAT's NEXT. If that holds, the next bellwether trial ends the same way,
before a verdict; that is what happened on October 30, when Meta settled
with a second plaintiff mid-trial rather than let a jury rule.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

Snap Inc. settled a lawsuit Monday alleging its app was
designed to be addictive, averting trial.

Start with August. On August 26, Meta agreed to pay
nearly $18 billion to settle the addiction lawsuit brought by
California and other states, closing the case before a jury
heard it....

...(cont) Two months later the company was back in a Los
Angeles courtroom. The week of October 28, Meta and Snap re-
turned for the next trial in the same line of litigation, which al-
leged their platforms were built to hook young users.

That trial did not finish either. On October 30, Meta settled
with a second plaintiff — an 18-year-old from Mississippi identi-
fied in court papers as K.D.B. — whose suit alleged that using
Instagram and Snapchat as a child worsened her mental health
and contributed to an eating disorder. The settlement landed
while jury selection for the next bellwether case was already
underway.

Monday, Snap supplied the fourth repetition. The company
joins Alphabet, Meta and TikTok in resolving allegations of ad-
dictive design, bringing the running count of these platforms
that have let a jury reach a verdict on the question to zero.

Reconcile the column against the dates and the gap is not in
what any side has said. It is in what none of them has had to say.
Four settlements, four companies, each one closes a case before
it reaches twelve people in a box — and not one of the four re-
quired a sentence admitting the app worked exactly as the law-
suits alleged. The money moves on schedule. The design review
doesn't.

Call it what the ledger calls it: the cost of doing business, paid
before the one audience positioned to ask how the product was
built gets to ask it. Four times since August, that audience got
sent home before the question was answered. If the pattern
holds, the fifth settlement is already being drafted somewhere,
due the next time jury selection finishes.

|

“Four companies, four settlements, zero verdicts — that's
not bad luck, that's a business plan: you pay before the jury
sees how the thing was built, and you call the case closed.
The app doesn't change, the kids are still on it tonight, and

the check just buys quiet.”

— Sal

“These are civil settlements, not admissions — paying out

early is just sound risk management, protects the
?hareholders, keeps everybody's attention on the business
Instead of a courtroom. Wait, did I just say the point is

keeping it out of the courtroom? That's — forget I said that.”
- CAfp

THE RECEIPTS

] crirrediormedetor et rtrind
Meta paye to avoid a trial over claime it decigned apps to
addict kide

CBS News MAINSTREAM 11:27 EST

Two plaintiffs alleged that Meta and Snap designed their social
media platforms to foster addictive behavior.

Snap settles social media addiction lawsuit, averting trial

CBS News MAINSTREAM 15:22 EST

Snap joins Alphabet, Meta and TikTok in resolving allegations that its

social media platform was designed to encourage addictive behavior.

Meta settles with second plaintiff during trial over social media addiction

The Hill MAINSTREAM 13:21 EDT

Meta settled a social media addiction lawsuit with an 18-year-old
plaintiff on Friday, avoiding its next bellwether trial, which began jury
selection this week. The case, filed by a woman from Mississippi
dubbed "K.D.B.," alleged her use of Instagram and Snapchat as a child

worsened her mental health and contributed to her eating...

- Meta agrees to pay $18 billion to settle social media addiction

lawsuit from the morgue, 26 Aug 2026

- Meta, Snap head back to Los Angeles court for social media

addiction trial from the morgue, 28 Oct 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.
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THE SHRINKING NUMBER

DQOJ cuts noncitizen-voter claim by
170,000, loses in court three times, asks for
sanctions on the analysts.

By MITCH
INVESTIGATIONS

“DOJ calls for sanctions over California voter rolls analysis”, 2 November 2026
(PHOTO VIA THE HILL — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. The Justice Department sued to block 20,000 California
ballots after cutting its noncitizen count from 190,000.

wHo GETS PAID. The receipts name no buyer yet.

WHAT sLIPs. The department's push for sanctions against the outside
analysts threatens to chill future independent checks on government
voter-fraud claims.

WHAT's NEXT. If the Supreme Court rejects this filing too, that is what
happened to the administration's broader election order: partly enjoined
within 30 days of its March 2025 signing, then permanently blocked by
June 24, 2026.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

The Justice Department said, in recent months, that
190,000 people on California's voter rolls were not citizens. It
was not settled. It was a draft.

The department revised it. The 190,000 became 20,000 —
an eighty-nine percent cut — and the department filed an
emergency lawsuit to make the smaller number stick, after
early voting had already begun. The suit asked California to
set aside ballots from those 20,000 named voters until some-
one could verify their citizenship. The verifying was sup-
posed to happen after the lawsuit, not before it....

...(cont) California's governor called the suit "an assault on
democracy."

Two days later; on October 29, a federal judge named David
Carter, nominated to the bench by Bill Clinton, declined the
same request at the district level. Judge Carter called it legally
thin and said it appeared designed to cast doubt on an election
that had not happened yet.

Three days after the first appellate ruling, on October 30, a
second panel of the Ninth Circuit also split 2 to 1, and also re-
jected the request, finding no new reason to like the number.
That ruling opened a path to the Supreme Court, where the de-
partment went next.

All together now, line by line: the number started at 190,000.
It became 20,000. The department's answer, filed Sunday, was
not a correction. It was a request for sanctions against the ana-
lysts who did the subtraction.

The department maintains the 20,000 figure is accurate.
Three courts have looked at it over four days — a district judge
and two appellate panels — and three times the answer has been
no. Whatever the Supreme Court does with the filing now in
front of it, it will do it with one day left before California's polls
close for good.

€ FROM THE CORNER €

Durcn
THE JusTiICE DEPARTMENT CUT ITS OWN NONCITIZEN COUNT BY 170,000 AND THREE
courts threw out what was left. That is not an accuracy dispute, it is a
pressure campaign with a filing fee. The campaign does not stop at the

courthouse, it rides the mail truck, it sits in the sorting bin, and tomor-
row it lands on the ballot still waiting in your kitchen drawer.

| e

“They cut their own number by almost ninety percent, got
told no three separate times by three separate judges, and
the response wasn't to drop it — it was to go after the people

who checked the math. That's nota fraud case, that's a

pressure campaign with a docket number, timed to land the

day before people stop voting. You don't sue over a number
you believe in. You sue over a number you need to still be in

the news tomorrow.”

— Sal

.
“Look, the department isn't saying the courts were wrong
it's saying the courts didn't address the merits — did I say ’
merits? There's always a merits argument, that's not spin
that's — okay, the sanctions request is about protecting th,e
integrity of the analysis, not punishing anyone for finding
errors in our analysis, which, again, had errors. We stand
by the 20,000. We also stand by wanting to know who
checked the 20,000 and make them stop.”

— Chip

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— Justice Department says it isn't assuming a crime occurred, appeals
the lawsuit built on one. By Chip - the morning edition, 2 November 2026

— Tim Scott calls an unproven plot a 'criminal offense' but won't say

he'll accept the vote it targets By Lou - the afternoon edition, 1 November
2026

— Trump told the Justice Department to sue to block Alaska's
certification if the Republican narrowly loses; the complaint

named zero ballots, and the vote is two days off. By Mort - the

evening edition, 1 November 2026

THE RECEIPTS

" : P ’ e

DOJ ¢ noncitizen-voter lict wac wrong 4 in 10 times. Now it
wante the auditore canctioned.

The Hill MAINSTREAM 16:50 EST

The Department of Justice (DOJ) on Sunday defended the accuracy of
its claim that more than 20,000 “likely noncitizens” are on
California’s voter rolls, even after an outside analysis found that
more than 40 percent of the names flagged as noncitizens were not

on the state’s voter rolls. DOJ officials wrote in a filing that...

Ferd R Brofisyid-tet orbferrrr o :
battots

DOJ tried to toce 20,000 California ballote over noncitizen
fraud that'c extremely rare

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 21:54 EDT

Justice department had demanded state segregate and not count
ballots from people it claimed were non-citizens A federal judge
declined to order California election officials to segregate and not
count ballots from people the Trump administration claimed were
non-citizens, rebuffing a legally thin request from the justice
department that...

N e
Trump admin’e California illegal-voter claim fell from
790,000 to 20,000 - then it cued anyway

Le Monde MAINSTREAM 15:43 EST

The federal government in recent months had accused California of
having 190,000 illegal voters on its books. It recently revised the
figure to 20,000 and filed an emergency lawsuit - after early voting
had begun - to stop the state from sending ballots to them.

P e OO S
DOJ¢ pusch to toce 20,000 ballote dies in court — 4 daye
before Election Day

Washington Examiner 16:57 EDT

A federal appeals court on Friday rejected the Justice Department’s
emergency bid to force California to set aside mail-in ballots
associated with roughly 20,000 suspected noncitizens, opening a
potential path to the Supreme Court days before the midterm
elections. The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals voted 2-1 to deny an

injunction...

Appeals court rules against 'Trump — again — on California ballots

The Hill MAINSTREAM 15:50 EDT

A split federal appeals court panel again rejected the Trump
administration's bid to set aside 20,000 California ballots it says are
likely noncitizens until they can be verified. The 2-1 majority on the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit didn’t dispute a lower court’s
finding that the list isn’t credible and ruled the...

- Court blocks bid by Trump Do]J to stop California from counting

mail-in ballots from the morgue, 27 Oct 2026

- Trump asks Supreme Court to lift block on USPS mail ballot rule

from the morgue, 3 Sep 2026
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NEXT STEPS

Jellries called a cross-party endorsement
partisan hack in September, pushed
Stevens from his caucus Monday for hers.

ByLOU
ONE MORE QUESTION

“Rogers Cashes Checks From Anti-Abortion Extremists in Final Days of Senate
Campaign”, 27 October 2026 (PHOTO VIA COMMON DREAMS — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Haley Stevens endorsed Mike Rogers, and House
Democrats moved Monday to push her from their caucus.

wHo GETs PAID. The National Pro-Life Alliance PAC, which funded Rogers'
campaign days before his no-federal-abortion pledge.

WHAT sLIPs. Voters have only a video promise, not a binding
commitment, against the federal ban Rogers already co-sponsored.

WHAT's NEXT. If the caucus turns on Stevens the way the party turned on
dissenters, a primary threat follows; that is what Wyoming got after its
February 2022 censure of Liz Cheney: she lost the primary that August, 66
to 29.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

I want to say up front that this isn't my beat. I don't cover
Senate races for a living, I don't know anybody at the
Washington Examiner, and I don't know anybody at Truthout
either, but they cover this stuff every day and I only come
around when I'm stuck, so maybe one of them can walk me
through it, because I've read this twice now and I still don't
follow it.

I wrote this down because I didn't trust myself to remem-
ber it right. Saturday, Mike Rogers put out a video, direct to
camera, saying he will not take action to restrict abortion
rights at the federal level if Michigan elects him Tuesday. I
underlined that part — federal level — because here's the
page I can't quite find, hang on, there it is: the same man
once co-sponsored a bill that would have banned abortion
from the point of conception, and that bill wasn't a state bill
either. It was federal too....

...(cont) T have this one highlighted, too: Monday, Haley
Stevens went on the radio and somebody asked her straight out
whether she'd been pushed into endorsing Rogers. She said she
made the decision herself. Fine. I believe people can make their
own decisions. I'm just trying to work out the headcount — if it
was her decision alone, how many people were in the room
when she made it, and how many of them also work for the
Michigan Democratic Party?

In my glove box I keep two insurance cards, this year's and
last year's, because I'm slow to throw the old one out in time. If
you ask me which card is good, I don't guess from the color or
the logo — I read the date in the corner. That's the whole trick.
The date tells you, not the card. I keep thinking about that glove
box reading this story, because the video gets repeated on the
news, and the bill just sits there, filed, same place it's been the
whole time.

Here's what else I had written down, earlier in the week, be-
fore any of this: the Michigan Democratic Party's chair removed
Stevens from the state party outright, for endorsing the man in
the video over Abdul El-Sayed. That's one body, one action,
done. I want to be careful here because there's a second one and
I don't want to mix them up.

So — excuse me, before you go, because I almost let you walk
out without this — Monday, separately, House Democrats moved
to push Stevens out of their caucus in Washington. Truthout's
headline on it calls her endorsement a "despicable betrayal" —
those are the House Democrats' words, not the state chair's, and
not mine. Hakeem Jeffries called a Republican's cross-party en-
dorsement a "partisan hack" back in September and said he was
weighing next steps. Monday, apparently, he found one.

I'm sorry to come back to it — I already wrote it down once —
but there are three federals in my notebook now, not two: the
one in the video, the one in the bill, and the one Stevens just lost
her seat to, Monday, because the caucus that voted her out isn't a
state body, it's federal, same as the House she sat in. So I'll ask
whoever covers this for a living, since I only get to ask once:
which one's binding, the one on the video, or the one that's al-
ready federal?

€ FROM THE CORNER €

DurcH

Mike RoGERS ToLD MICHIGAN BY VIDEO THAT HE WOULD NOT ACT ON ABORTION AT THE
federal level, days after the National Pro-Life Alliance PAC had already cut
his campaign a check. That is not a pledge of restraint, it is a receipt for a
vote the PAC already paid for. The PAC buys the ad, the ad buys the seat,
and the vote that seat eventually casts on the bill from conception comes
due long after Tuesday, on the appointment card in your wallet, deciding
whether the clinic on it still exists.

“Jeffries spent September calling it a "partisan hack" when a
Republican accepted a Democrat's endorsement, and now
his own caucus does the same math to a member who
crossed the line the other way. This isn't about the bill
Rogers co-sponsored, the one still sitting in the
Congressional record — it's about who controls the story
one day before the polls open. The seat goes to whoever's
better at saying "I decided this myself."”

— Sal

e =
“Look, Mike Rogers made clear he's not touching abortion
at the federal level, that's the modern mainstream position
and whatever he co-sponsored back whenever doesn't ’
erase the clip from Saturday — voters go with the latest
video, that's just how it works now. Did I say "erase the
clip"? That's not — that's not what I meant to say.”

- cAfp

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— Jeffries called a Republican's cross-party endorsement 'partisan

hack'in September, weighs 'next steps' for his own. By Mort - the

morning edition, 2 November 2026

— Stevens defects, gets ousted, and finds a home with the party
whose leader called her rival a jihadist. By Mort - the evening edition,
2 November 2026

— The Big Ten capped player pay at $49 million under a bill the
president sold from a Neyland suite above a stadium selling half-
price beer. By Gus - the evening edition, 1 November 2026

THE RECEIPTS

e S SPR
ot-Serrate-CarrpargTe

Rogere vowed not to undo what Michigan decided.’ He just
took 55,000 from a total-ban PAC.

Common Dreams 15:04 EDT

Michigan voters were clear in 2022 when they voted by a 13-point
margin to codify the right to abortion care in the state constitution,
and the state's Republican US Senate candidate, former Rep. Mike
Rogers, claimed two years ago that he had no interest in "going back
to Washington, DC to undo what the people of Michigan decided to
do.”...

. s s R :
derortromr-Brs

Stevens endorced Rogers, who cosponsored a bill banning
abortion from conception

Truthout = 16:03 EST

Mike Rogers once co-sponsored a federal bill that would ban
abortions from the point of conception.

Nerr=dobemci ] ] ] Rt Frek : .
federattam

As a megachurch floute the endorsement ban, Trump'e
adminictration fighte to kill it in court

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 06:00 EDT

Legacy Church’s endorsements violate law banning tax-exempt
nonprofits from endorsing political candidates A megachurch in
New Mexico has endorsed two Republican candidates running in
this year’s midterms, including a Donald Trump-backed candidate
running in one of the blue state’s few competitive races. The
church’s endorsements, which...

Mike Rogers draws fire from both sides after pledging no federal action
on abortion

Washington Examiner 15:54 EST

Michigan Republican Senate nominee Mike Rogers has drawn sharp
criticism from both sides of the aisle after releasing a direct-to-camera
video on social media on Saturday saying he will not take action to
restrict abortion rights at the federal level if elected by Michiganders
on Tuesday. Rogers, who is in a toss-up contest against...

. :
iPespreabieBetray=s

Michigan'sc Democratic Party already expelled Steveng, ite
chair caye

Truthout 14:22 EST

The Michigan Democratic Party’s chair removed Haley Stevens from

the party for endorsing Abdul El-Sayed's opponent.

Haley Stevens dismisses idea she was forced into endorsing Rogers: ‘I
made a decision’
Washington Examiner 16:41 EST

Rep. Haley Stevens (D-MI) dismissed speculation that she was
pressured into issuing her last-minute endorsement of Republican
Senate nominee Mike Rogers on Sunday. Stevens, whose endorsement
of Rogers over Democratic nominee Abdul el Sayed sent shockwaves
through the Democratic Party over the weekend, said during a radio

interview Monday...

- Joe Manchin says he’s not OK with Abdul el Sayed becoming

senator, says Mike Rogers will ‘do a great job’ from the morgue, 14

Sep 2026
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"Trump's closing argument before Americans
vote: a $14 million pool and a joke about
naming it after himsell.

By RUTH
THE MONEY DESK

Back, and more
beautiful than ever!

-
“Trump teases ‘Trump Reflecting Pool’ at final midterm elections event, says he’s joking”,
2 November 2026 (PHOTO VIA WASHINGTON EXAMINER — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. President Trump used his final midterm campaign speech
to showcase a renovated reflecting pool.

wHo GETsS PAID. The receipts name no buyer yet.

WHAT sLIPs. The substantive closing argument voters were promised slips
away, replaced by a walkthrough of pipe, grass, and granite.

WHAT's NEXT. The next thing on the calendar is Tuesday's vote for control
of Congress; the receipts give nothing beyond that.

ASIT RAN ON THE FRONT

On August 28, the president posted an update on the
Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool, quoting Interior
Department official Greg Wischer: "Coming out great!" Open
in a few weeks, Wischer said.

On October 6, the president said repairs were close to
complete and the pool would be refilled with water "this
week." He also touted unfounded claims that the pool had
been vandalized....

...(cont) Two days later, on October 8, he said the work was al-
most done. The project, underway since April to be finished
ahead of the country's 250th birthday, was by then six months
old.

On Monday, the day before voters decided control of
Congress, the president stood at the finished pool and walked
through it in the kind of detail a resurfacing contract usually gets
filed, not announced: the pipe, the grass, the granite. He floated
renaming it the Trump Reflecting Pool, then said he was joking.

The Washington Examiner counted the minutes: close to half
of what had been billed as his closing argument to voters went
to the pool. The same paper noted he has spent this year's cam-
paign being accused of exactly that, prioritizing construction
over the economy and the prices voters say they came to hear
about.

The Guardian reported, in the same piece unveiling the $14
million makeover, that polling indicates most voters feel the
president has grown too focused on building projects in the capi-
tal. A separate Guardian live file carried the New York
Times/Siena poll showing Abdul El-Sayed ahead of Mike Rogers
by 11 points in Michigan's Senate race, outside the margin of er-
ror, and Democratic Representative Haley Stevens endorsing
Rogers anyway, a seat her party needs to hold the Senate.

Five items came across this desk today. Four are the pool. The
fifth is the only one that mentions the Senate seat up for grabs
tomorrow, and it does so in a paragraph about a poll, not in any-
thing the candidate said himself at the microphone.

$14 million bought a pool that reflects the Lincoln Memorial.
On the eve of the vote, it reflected something else: an afternoon
where the infrastructure got a press conference and the election
got a joke about a name, hon.

€ FROM THE CORNER €

Durch

THE $14 MILLION POOL TOOK FROM APRIL TO MONDAY TO FINISH. HALF HIS LAST
speech before the vote was the water, not the ballot. Because the closing
argument was the pool, that's the only clip the evening news has to run
before Tuesday; because that's the only clip, the sample ballot sitting on
your kitchen counter still gets filled out on whatever you already knew
walking in, since the last thing he told you about was granite, not about
it.

“A pool. The man spent his last day asking for your Vote.
talking about grass and granite, then joked about stamping
his name on the water, and the receipts say he's been
accused all year of doing this exact move instead of talking
prices. That's not an accident, that's the whole strategy —
stare at the shiny deck chair long enough and you stop

asking where the budget went.”

— Sal

e =
“This is a president who delivers: a reflecting pool, finally
reopened, exactly as promised. Okay — "exactly as
promised" meant "a few weeks" in August stretching to
"almost done" in October to a Monday unveiling the day
before the vote, which, hearing it out loud, maybe isn't
exactly on schedule. But he said it unites all Americans,
and a candidate who spends half his closing argument on

granite is a candidate who isn't afraid of infrastructure —
that's... Il workshop that one.”

— Chip

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— Iran cuts its Strait deadline from seven days to two, leaving the
president's 41-day-old 'very soon' untouched. By Ruth - the morning
edition, 2 November 2026

— Iran war that's ending 'soon' already made the president's oil

holdings $81.6 million richer. By Ruth - the evening edition, 2 November
2026

— Asked to itemize the Iran war, the Pentagon returned a bill five
billion dollars larger; the president says the war ends after the

vote, two days out. By Ruth - the evening edition, 1 November 2026

THE RECEIPTS

But: Trump promised the ballroom wouldn't cost taxpayers ‘one dime' -
Republicans then asked Congress for $1 billion in taxpayer funds for it

NBC News, May 2026

Trump teases ‘Trump Reflecting Pool’ at final midterm elections
event, says he’s joking

Washington Examiner 16:14 EST

President Donald Trump teased changing the name of the Lincoln
Memorial Reflecting Pool to the “Trump Reflecting Pool” during his
final appearance before the midterm elections. “We’re giving serious
thought to changing the name to the Trump Reflecting Pool,”

Bui: SNAP was cut by $187 billion, the largest cut in the program's

history, feediﬂg one in ﬁve American children ¢ Jongressional Budget Office

estimate, via CBPP SNAP tracker

Trump centers Reflecting Pool in closing midterm speech

The Hill MAINSTREAM 16:19 EST

President Trump’s closing speech a day before the midterm elections
focused on the reopening of the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool
and other changes around Washington, D.C. Trump in remarks at
the Reflecting Pool announced its reopening. He showed pictures of
what was replaced and said it should be a project that “unites all

Americans.”

Trump focuses on Washington DC construction projects on eve of
midterm election as Democrats climb in polls - live

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 17:52 EST

President at reflecting pool in Washington DC to talk about various
projects in final appearance before Americans head to polls to vote in
crucial midterm election Trump unveils results of $14m reflecting pool
makeover in final appeal before midterms Sign up for the Breaking
News US email The latest and final New York Times and Siena...

. —_ o - S
appereforenridternTs

514 willion reflecting pool equale a year of cupplies for
15,6492 teachere

The Guardian MAINSTREAM 15:42 EST

US president shares delayed results of chaotic renovation on DC site
as Americans prepare to head to the polls Donald Trump unveiled
the delayed results of his $14m renovation of Washington DC’s
Lincoln Memorial reflecting pool in what is expected to be his final
press conference before voters head to the polls for the midterm

elections....

But: The White House ballroom has reached $600 million, with
taxpayers on the hook for half 151 70day; 16 junc 2026

Trump spends nearly half of his midterm closing pitch talking about
Reflecting Pool renovations

Washington Examiner 15:26 EST

President Donald Trump has frequently been accused this year of
prioritizing pet construction projects rather than addressing voters’
concerns about the economy and rising prices ahead of the 2026
midterm elections. True to form, in a speech that had been billed as
his closing argument to voters and, likely, his final public

appearance...

- Trump posts update on Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool from

the morgue, 28 Aug 2026

- Trump says work on the Reflecting Pool is almost done after six

months from the morgue, 8 Oct 2026

- Trump says Reflecting Pool repairs are near complete, refill to

come 'this week' from the morgue, 6 Oct 2026

- Live updates: Trump, Vance to close out RNC midterm

convention; Democrats counter with protests from the morgue, 10

Sep 2026
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CBS Sports needed three years and $50.3
million to confirm the 2023 Orange Bowl

broke Florida State.

By GUS
THE SPORTS DESK

I A -
“Where did it all go wrong for Mike Norvell at Florida State? We begin with the disastrous
2023 Orange Bowl”, 2 November 2026 (PHOTO VIA CBS SPORTS — THE ORIGINAL REPORT)

m THE SHORT VERSION
typed by Dot

WHAT HAPPENED. Florida State fired head football coach Mike Norvell.

wHo GETs PAID. Mike Norvell, the coach just fired, collects the $50.3
million buyout required by his contract.

WHAT sLIPs. Florida State approved the buyout and launched a coaching
search without a sitting athletic director in place to review either move.

WHAT's NEXT. Florida State's coaching search continues into the offseason,
and the athletic director's chair it has not filled since September stays open
too.

® HOT MIC MOMENT

Somebody get this reporter the political desk. Florida
State fired its athletic director September 14th, has not filled
that chair in the seven weeks since, and just authorized
$50.3 million to walk a football coach out the door besides. A
public university is paying premium exit money at the top
while its own administration sits empty in the middle. Send
this upstairs.

GUS HIS SIDE

This reporter begins where the record begins: September
14th, when Florida State's board of trustees fired athletic director
Michael Alford, with an Alabama game looming that Tallahassee
believed could end Mike Norvell's tenure in the Southeastern
Conference soon after.

The fears held through October. On the 10th, Norvell's
Seminoles absorbed a 21-point rout at Louisville, a margin this
reporter flags as the clearest signal yet of a program coming
apart.

Three weeks before Florida State finally acted, Clemson's
Dabo Swinney, fresh off beating Norvell's Seminoles, stood at his
own podium afterward and defended the man he had just
beaten.

What Florida State heard was a bill: $53 million, cut loose to
send Norvell on his way, closing a stretch this reporter clocks at
11 wins and 22 losses.

From that score forward, nothing in Tallahassee was ever
whole again: three seasons, one $50.3 million exit, and a head
coaching vacancy joining an athletic director's chair Florida
State has not filled since September.

TRUDY HER SIDE

Atlantic Coast Conference, Gus. Fox News had the rest right: the trustees moved

first, on the administrator, leaving the coach standing:

A 24-point loss, Gus — the Post's own headline from October 10th says so. Three

points don't sound like much until you're the one counting them for a living.

Gus has that one dead right, and it's worth sitting with: the coach who won spoke up
for the coach who was three weeks from unemployment. Florida State heard

something else.

$50.3 million, to the dollar — not $53 million. And the record is 10 and 23, not 11

and 22. Close enough for a highlight reel, not for a ledger this size.

CBS Sports said that, Gus, not this reporter’s imagination — 63 to 3, one

committee decision away from three different years in Tallahassce.

Gus. The mic was on. But he's right that the athletic director’s chair has sat empty
since September 14th while Florida State closed a $50.3 million coaching exit —

UBS Sports" own search rundown lists the job still open. Go lie down, sugar.

You've done enough arithmetic for one week.

“Took them three years and fifty million bucks to say what
every fan in that stadium already knew the night of the
Orange Bowl. That's not an evaluation process, that's a
billing cycle. The trustees fire fast when it's an
administrator's job on the line, and slow — expensive slow
_ when it's their own decision to make.”

— Sal

“You don't fire a man the day after a bowl snub, that's knee-
jerk, that's bad Mmanagement. You give him three years,
every chance to turn it around, and when it still doesn't
work you — write the biggest check in program history. Did

I'say "every chance"? That's not — that doesn't sound like
what I meant to say.”

- C'Aip

EARLIER IN THIS STORY

— Washington says it won World War II faster than plugging in a
power plant, the lights go out. By Lou - the morning edition, 2 November
2026

— Dabo Swinney defends coach he just beat; Florida State fires him

anyway three weeks and $50.3 million later. By Gus - the afternoon
edition, 1 November 2026

— Dabo Swinney beats Florida State, then defends the coach he just
beat. By Gus - the afternoon edition, 1 November 2026

— Jackson reads the Court its own dates back: ninety days for a
database, twelve for a student ID. By Mitch - the afternoon edition, 23
October 2026

— Supreme Court finds student ID voting too confusing 12 days out,
finds nothing confusing about a voter-purge database. By Lou - the

evening edition, 23 October 2026

— Midterms' largest donor, at $366 million, vows to find out who is
really pulling the strings By Sterling - the morning edition, 22 October
2026

THE RECEIPTS
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Florida State'e $50 million buyout could cover 55,866

teachers’ claccroom cuppliec for a year

CBS Sports = 11:11 EST

Getting snubbed by the CFP committee and crushed 63-3 broke the

program's foundation, triggering a brutal 10-23 stretch that ended
with a $50 million buyout

- Florida State fires AD Michael Alford, as Mike Norvell’s seat

reaches a boiling point in Tallahassee from the morgue, 14 Sep 2026

- Florida State vs. New Mexico State prediction, pick: The Aggies

can cover the spread in Week 0 from the morgue, 29 Aug 2026

This page is a back-issue: the story as it ran, receipts as they were. The
current edition is at the front. The byline is a pen name for a column

drafted by a machine and checked by the editor: how this is made.



https://fromeach.com/pages/s20.html#t8138
https://fromeach.com/gus.html
https://www.cbssports.com/college-football/news/florida-state-fires-mike-norvell-what-went-wrong-orange-bowl-2023/
https://fromeach.com/dot.html
https://fromeach.com/gus.html
https://fromeach.com/trudy.html
https://www.cbssports.com/college-football/news/florida-state-fires-mike-norvell-what-went-wrong-orange-bowl-2023/
https://www.foxnews.com/outkick-sports/florida-state-fires-ad-michael-alford-mike-norvell-seat-reaches-boiling-point-tallahassee
https://www.foxnews.com/outkick-sports/florida-state-fires-ad-michael-alford-mike-norvell-seat-reaches-boiling-point-tallahassee
https://nypost.com/2026/08/29/betting/florida-state-vs-new-mexico-state-prediction-pick-the-aggies-can-cover-the-spread-in-week-0/
https://nypost.com/2026/08/29/betting/florida-state-vs-new-mexico-state-prediction-pick-the-aggies-can-cover-the-spread-in-week-0/
https://fromeach.com/broadside.html
https://fromeach.com/methods.html#methods
https://fromeach.com/sal.html
https://fromeach.com/chip.html
https://fromeach.com/story/8135-washington-says-it-won-world-war-ii-faster-than-plugging-in.html
https://fromeach.com/story/8135-washington-says-it-won-world-war-ii-faster-than-plugging-in.html
https://fromeach.com/story/8126-dabo-swinney-defends-coach-he-just-beat-florida-state-fires.html
https://fromeach.com/story/8126-dabo-swinney-defends-coach-he-just-beat-florida-state-fires.html
https://fromeach.com/story/8120-dabo-swinney-beats-florida